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Dedication

This book is dedicated to the native brown skins and their tribes who lived and flourished 
for thousands of years in Marin County before the white man came and took their lands, 
buried their heritage and cultural identities while eliminating most knowledge of even 

their existence.
May we, once again, learn the native ways. Take only what is needed, give back more than 

we take and revere Mother Nature and her ways along with Father Sky, who provides the light, 
warmth and energy for us all to exist. 

I also wish to dedicate this to my parents, Barbara and Herb Lee, who raised and educated me 
to question everything, no matter what the source, no matter how many people say it to be true. 

And to all you in the truth community with your open minds, your intense curiosities, and 
your determination through deep research, critical thinking and dot connecting are retelling 
HER-Story once again, so the Feminine Devine can rise once more and take her rightful place 
guiding all towards peace and prosperity for all on Turtle Island once more.
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Preface

Peace, Love, Respect and Reverence for all life was a primary way of life and practice of the 
tribes of Alta California, renamed the “Californio’s or Mexicano Californio’s”.

With the creation of California Statehood in 1850, the white man effectively eliminated the 
native’s legends, tribal names and languages, as well as records of their history, only still no told 
and taught by the white man. Now, the brown skins speak “Spanish” and are from “Latin America” 
when they were truly the First Ones of America. They lived in peace for thousands of years until 
the white men came, took, and conquered them, then paved over their names and heritages. 

They lived amongst and apart OF nature where we Humans of today are walled off, fenced 
off, glassed offed and apart FROM nature while our Capitalist capitalizing mantras of business 
and government looks at our Mother Nature as solely a supply house and a sewer for our waste 
products. Whereas, the natives left hundred-pound gold nuggets alone and never would think 
of chopping down thousand year-old arms and legs of their Great Mother, the rivers her veins 
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and the air her lungs that exhale to provide all with life giving oxygen. In fact, they would not 
even climb up on Mt. Tamalpais, as legend goes, because the mountain was considered sacred 
to their animal Spirit Gods and the FIRST PEOPLE amongst the Miwok legend, as you will read 
about further in this one of a kind rewrite of Marin County His-story. 

 
 

There were over 75 native tribes with their own language, culture and legend but all revered 
the gifts of life Mother Earth gave and the light and warmth Father Sky provided. All life was 
precious. All lived in beauty and fecundity in harmony with Nature. Everything was alive. 
Everything was Spirit. They were a part of, not apart from.

They told the people they could dance a new world into being. There would be landslides, earth-
quakes, and big winds. Hills would pile up on each other. The earth would roll up like a carpet 
with all the white man’s ugly things – the stinking new animals, sheep and pigs, the fences, the 
telegraph poles, the mines and factories. Underneath would be the wonderful old-new world as it 
had been before the white fat-takers came. ...The white men will be rolled up, disappear, go back to 
their own continent. — Lame Deer

Until 1848! Alta (upper) Mexico-California 
had the most populated One Americans 
anywhere north of Mexico. These people 
belonged to over seventy-five different tribes 
before they were forced to convert to Cathol-
icism and the white man’s demands and 
culture or be put to death. 

Each tribe, or clan, had their own terri-
tory and leaders or chief’s, many of them 
females. They spoke eight to twelve different 
languages, related but different. That so many 
independent groups of people could be 
located in such a relatively small area boggled 
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the Euro-White Americano’s (EWA) mind. Upon conquest, the Euro-White American referred to 
them collectively as Costenos meaning coastal people and twisted the words Costanoan’s into an 
amalgamated single large tribe to hide and obscure their different languages, tribes and cultures. 

The Native brown skinned Mexicans of 
Alta California, from Tijuana all the way 
up to Canada, lived in great reverence, 
respect and harmony with Nature. As you 
can see from the map above, these many 
dozens of tribes have all been forgotten 
and buried by white man’s his-story. They 
are direct descendants of Ancient Ones 
and first people of One America before 
it was divided up into North, South, and 
Central America. The Hopis from Arizona 
used to travel up the West Coast gath-
ering supplies. They always tried to make 
a stop at Agate Beach in Bolinas to gather 
Kachina shells. These are the pyramid 
shaped white mussel shells found in the 
area. These shells were considered very 
religious and worn only by the Kachina dancers and dolls. Grandfather David Monongye, the 
Hopi elder and holder of the Prophesies, gathered the shells as late as 1973 by offering prayers 
and sweet grass offerings to the Goddess of the Ocean to deliver up a good supply. Needless 
to say, that while on other occasions the beach offered few gifts, on this occasion the beach was 
filled with little white mounds of shells.

Before Euro-White man came to take over their people and their lands, the tribes rose before 
dawn, stood in front of their tule houses and facing the east, shouted words of greeting and 
encouragement to the rising sun for they held great reverence for Mother Nature and Father 
Sky. They provided for their clans as well as held deep reference and reverence for their Spirit 
beings. The intermingling of grasslands, savannahs, salt and freshwater marshes and forests 
created wildlife habitats to almost unimaginable richness and variety. 

“There is not any country in the world which more abounds 
in fish and game of every description” said French sea captain 
Pierre la Perouse. Early Euro White Americano (EWA) man 
was at a loss to see such fecundity and abundance.

Flocks of geese, ducks and seabirds were so enormous that 
when alarmed by rifle shot there were said to rise “in a dense 
cloud with a noise like that of a hurricane”. A quarter of the 

plant species found in North America grow in California; more species of plant and animal can 
be found in California than in any other region of its size in North America.

The first European known to visit the present-day location of Sausalito was Don José de 
Cañizares, on August 5, 1775. Cañizares was head of an advance party dispatched by longboat 
from the ship San Carlos, searching for a suitable anchorage for the larger vessel. The crew of the 
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San Carlos came ashore soon after, reporting friendly natives and teeming populations of deer, 
elk, bear, sea lions, seals and otters. 

More significantly for maritime purposes, they reported an abundance of large, mature timber 
in the hills, a valuable commodity for shipwrights in need of raw materials for masts, braces and 
planking. Despite these and later positive reports, the Spanish colonial government of Upper 
California did little to establish a presence in the area. When a military garrison (now the Presidio 
of San Francisco) and a Franciscan mission (Mission Dolores) were founded the following year, 
they were situated on the opposite, southern shore of the bay, where no portage was necessary 
for overland traffic to and from Monterey, the regional capital. As a result, the far shore of the 
Golden Gate strait would remain largely wilderness for another half-century. 

Herds of elk - “monsters with tremendous horns”, as an early missionary described the scene, 
grazed the meadowlands in such numbers that they were often compared with great herds of 
cattle. Pronghorn antelopes, in herds of one to two hundred or more, covered much of the native 
grasslands. Bald eagles and giant condors glided through the air. Mountain lions, wolves, bobcats 
and coyotes were common sight and now rare. And the mass of bears, California grizzly bears 
and brown bears that roamed all over the climes of Northern California. These enormous bears 
were everywhere, feeding on berries, lumbering along beaches, congregating beneath oak trees 
during acorn season, and stationed along nearly every stream and creek during the annual runs 
of bountiful salmon, and steelhead trout. 

The grasslands and marshlands of California were home to abundant tule elk when the first 
Europeans arrived. Dale McCullough of the University of California, Berkeley, has done a thor-
ough study of these animals and has estimated their aboriginal numbers at 500,000. 
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Richard Henry Dana in his Two Years Bette the Mast described “hundreds and hundreds” of 
these animals on the Marin headlands, which he watched when his sailing ship anchored in San 
Francisco Bay in 1835. Missionary-explorer Pedro Font noted the abundance of elk in the San 
Francisco Peninsula and east bay in 1775 and 1776. Early American settler William Heath Davis 
reported seeing as many as three thousand elk “that swam from Mare Island to Vallejo and 
back,” and John Bidwell wrote of elk “by the thousands” in the Napa and Santa Clara valleys in 
1841. It was the tule marshes and grasslands of the Central Valley, however, that supported the 
greatest numbers of elk, and it was there that they made their last stand.

The Native people only killed for food when necessary for what they needed to survive, 
nothing more. They did not need to fear animals because they only took what they needed from 
the lands and the waters, never for profit or gain, only to feed their tribes and when they did do 
kill, the animal was honored with prayer before it was sacrificed. Like dogs know who is to trust 
and not, so did the wildlife who felt no threat from the natives, quite the opposite. They lived in 
harmony with the brown skinned humans.

More striking was the testimony of a Chumash elder, Grandfather Semu Huaute, who refers 
to a wilderness north of Santa Barbara:

“You know, daughter, before the Spaniards came to California, the bears and us used to gather 
berries together. The bears were real friendly. We got along real well. We could talk to each other, 
and we had a good understanding. When the Spaniards came, they found it pretty easy to shoot 
the bears. After that the bears wouldn’t go berrying with us anymore.”

The fate of the grizzly bear and other native of California 
animals illustrates the Gold Rush’s adverse effects on the land 
animals of California and their habitats. That the EWA’s chose 
the now extinct grizzly bear as their symbol of their new states 
flag is beyond irony. The Gold Rush touched off the slaughter of 
elk because of the demand for meat in the burgeoning mining 
camps. The EWA’s also greatly enjoyed killing for ‘sport’ of such 
easy kills. For a time, market-hunting of elk, deer, and pronghorn, 

along with waterfowl and other game, became a lucrative livelihood for those who killed off the 
native species of animals. 

While there is little doubt that market-hunting depleted elk populations, it was the spread 
of agriculture, the destruction of the grasslands, the elk’s habitat, that really led to their near 
extinction. 

With agricultural demands came the drainage of the tule marshes, the canalization of rivers, 
and the fencing of farmlands. Meanwhile, great herds of domestic cattle, sheep, horses, and other 
livestock competed with elk for the forage produced on lands not suited to crops. The last herd 
was found in 1895 and found that only twenty-eight animals had survived despite the protection 
provided by Henry Miller. Their genetic diversity has been lost.

The near extermination of elk was matched by that of the pronghorn (note the heart shaped 
antlers). The antelope-like grazers roamed the seacoast from Monterey to the Los Angeles basin. 
Up the interior from the Sacramento Valley and south into Baja California. Then also east into 
the Great Basin and the Mojave Desert. But the pronghorn were animals of the grasslands, not 
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adapted to forest, chaparral, or rule marshes. Thus, unlike the elk or black-tailed deer, they had 
no place to hide from the hunters. Their keen eyesight and fast running speed were no match 
for firearms, and they were rapidly wiped out from their main center in the Central Valley, the 
coastal areas, the desert fringes. Only in the northeastern corner of the state, in the sagebrush 
plains, did pronghorn survive. 

Perhaps of even greater consequence was the Spaniards’ introduction 
of foreign species of grasses. These exotic species of Mediterranean origin 
were well adapted to California’s climate, and equally important, to heavy 
grazing pressure. They were, for the most part, annuals, able to ride out 
drought in seed form and germinate when rains finally came. 

The essence of Yelamu life, like that of all Cali-
fornia Indians, was interdependence, respect for 
the natural world, and a cosmic order preserved 
by ritual, self-purification, and moderation. Like 
all California Indians, the Yelamu were passion-

ately devoted to their home territory. 

They knew every inch of it. The 19th- century 
journalist and adventurer Stephen Powers wrote 
that mothers of the Mattole tribe of northwestern 
California taught their children their tribal bound-
aries by reciting its features “in a kind of sing-song,” 
repeating the names of boulders, trees, canyons, and 

other landmarks until the children had learned every foot of their domain.
The native people who lived in San Francisco, the Yelamu, were members of a larger group 

of Indians called the Ohlone, or, as the Spanish called them, the Costanoans. The Ohlone shared 
many cultural practices, but they were not a tribe and were not politically or ethnically unified; 
“Ohlone” refers to a language family consisting of either six or eight languages. Numbering 
between 10,000 and 17,000 at the time of Spanish contact, the Ohlone occupied the area from 
the San Francisco Bay south to Big Sur and east toward the Central Valley. They lived in about 
50 politically autonomous communities or tribal groups, each with from 50 to 500 people and a 
number of villages, some permanent, some seasonal.

The Yelamu were made up of one or two dozen related families, with each family averaging 
15 members. They lived in a non-hierarchical way, but that did not mean they exalted individ-
uality. For them, as for all California Indians, the individual was nothing, the family and the 
group everything.

“What is a man?” a Pomo Indian once asked. “A man is nothing. Without his family he is of less 
importance than a bug crossing the trail, of less importance than spit or dung.”

Other reasons for the one-off classification of all brown skins to ‘coulored’, ‘African-Amer-
ican’, ‘Negro’, etc. was to eliminate the knowledge of their tribes and clans that numbered in the 
hundreds in California alone. 
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There are NO Black people their skin is BROWN. 
Charcoal is Black, like this font, yet there are many shades of 
browns with tribal relations to the original One America I 

refer to when only brown skins lived in peace and harmony 
and LOVE of all life and gave great thoughts to the stars in skies 
above and great reference for their fellow beings with Father Sky 
and Mother Sun. They were a part of, not a part from, Nature 
and could never fathom “owner-ship” of Nature and never were 
able to fight because they only knew PEACE for all time until 
the Euro-White Catholics and 

Freemasons arrived in the early 1800’s in Marin County and 
take over the ‘feebly minded’ Indians, as they called the natives.

We have no name for Euro-Whites invaders and conquerors 
but labels abound for the native brown skins who we are told/
sold that they came to the One American but used these terms 

we use today so freely like, African American, Chinese American, etc. to hide the native origins of 
the brown skins, Copperheads, Californios, Muur and Moors and many many other tribal names.

Were you aware that the term “Copperhead” was cited as the original natives of the One 
America in 1828? And that there was a Democratic Copperhead Party and the first pennies were 
made of copper.

From Webster’s Dictionary ~ 1828 
“copper-colored race(s)”

By 1810, introduced diseases, forced labor, and efforts to indoctrinate the indigenous peoples 
into an alien society and religion led to a tragic destruction of the way of life of Ohlones and 
Coast Miwoks.

In 1841, Freemason John Bidwell traveled through the Central Valley in the spring. He wrote 
of the clear atmosphere, the plains brilliant with flowers, the luxuriant herbage. Historian Rock-
well Hunt wrote:
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“When Bidwell entered California in 1841, and for several years thereafter, wild game abounded 
and in such variety that even the most moderate and restrained description, were it not already 
familiar everywhere, would excite the absolute incredulity of the critical listener.”

Similarly, in the spring of 1844, Freemason John Charles Frémont traveled through the San 
Joaquin Valley to Walker’s Pass in the southern Sierra. He described a level region covered with 
grass with an occasional grove of live oaks to lend variety. There were fields of blue lupine, several 
feet in height, which interspersed with the profusion of California golden poppies, now the state 
flower. There were also bands of wild horses everywhere running free all across the California 
plains. What a site that must have been. 

EWA cattle herds were built up in the 1850s to meet the demands of an increasing gold-rush 
population. Three million head were said to have been reached, and peaked, in 1862. Grazing 
pressure intensified and became more widespread, only to face the Great Floods of 1862, followed 
by the severe droughts of 1862-1864. Cattle numbers crashed to a low of a half-million by 1870. 
Sheep were more adaptable than cattle, and their numbers increased to 5.5 million by 1875. With 
sheep came heavy pressure on wet high mountain ranges, to which they were driven when 
grazing and summer drought had depleted lower-elevation ranges. 

John Muir, who worked as a sheepherder in the late 1860s, recorded the devastation of the 
meadows: “Sheep, like people are ungovernable when hungry and almost every leaf that these hoofed locusts 
can reach within a radius of a mile or two from camp has been devoured. Even bushes are stripped bare.”

Heavy grazing, drought, and fire suppression in the mid 1800’s later took their toll on the 
rangelands, with the result that annual grasses of Mediterranean origin dominating California 
lands. Sadly today, relatively few areas of CA are still covered by native perennial bunchgrasses. 

In addition, the offshore depletion and near extermination of marine mammals was occurring. 
There, the decimation began even before the advent of mining, without the influence of tens of 
thousands of gold seekers. 

Two aquatic animals—the sea otter and the beaver—were the 
targets of the fur rush beginning more than a century before the 
Gold Rush. The mammal that contributed more than its share 
to the fur rush was not a marine or coastal-waters species but 
an inhabitant of fresh water—the golden beaver. This large 
beaver reached its greatest abundance, not in the forests of the 
Sierra or the coast, but in the Central Valley and particularly the 
marshlands where the Sacramento and San Joaquin rivers came 
together to flow into the San Francisco Bay. Beaver trappers 

reached California in 1826, when a party led by Freemason Peter Skene Ogden of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company came south from Fort Vancouver in Canada in the same year that the American 
trappers Jedediah Smith and James O. Pattie led parties from their bases near the Great Salt 
Lake and Santa Fe. Skene and Smith were particularly successful and took thousands of beaver 
between 1826 and 1828, it is reported.

The beaver hunters greatly reduced their numbers before the Gold Rush, when most hunters 
gave up trapping in the search gold. Joseph Grinnell reported at the time: 
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“After the first period of rapid depletion, the second half of the nineteenth century brought an 
extension of trapping to the remaining and less conspicuous fur bearers in California. Thus, the 
exhaustion of this resource [beaver] was extended to include nearly all the kinds of fur animals.”

The sea otter was abundant along the California coast, particularly around San Francisco and 
Monterey bays and the Channel Islands. Perhaps 300,000 or more swam in the offshore waters. 
Unfortunately for the otters, they had a dense, warm brown coat with a silvered frosting of guard 
hairs. This came to be regarded as highly desirable among fur wearers.

To eliminate the native legends and names, Senator Vallejo simply wrote over the tribal culture 
with 27 counties as one of his first acts in Congress to bury those that were there first.
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Native brown skin Marinites were to be emancipated and put into labor while the women 
abused and the children separated from the parents. The religious missionary priests used the 
labor of the natives for their own profits and gains sold as mission wealth was being used to 
generate revenue for the public good, such as to pay the salary of the majordomo, parish priests, 
and schools, while natives were paid nothing and barely fed, as you can read in the ensuing 
chapter of the Miwoks at Mission San Rafael.



1

Introduction

Having grown up through my teenage years in Marin County it has amazed me how little I, 
nor anyone that also has grew up in “Marvelous Marin” knew about the real true incred-
ible history of the “founding” of Marin County by the white man conquerors beginning 

with SIR Francis Drakes landing in the west shores of Marin which is now called “Bolinas”.
California was one of the last areas of the Euro White man conquerors of brown skinned native 

people. It wasn’t until 1769 that the first mission, Mission San Diego de Alcala’ in California, the 
first of 21 missions, would become the primary means for the Spaniards to subdue and conquer 
the One Americans. 

Rewriting his-story books, written by the victors only, clearly proves that the missions were 
coercive religious, forced labor camps. Through bribes, military, and even onslaught European 
diseases (that usually targeted children), the colonizers ensured that eventually sick and desperate 
natives would come to the mission for help. The people taken there had their children taken from 
them and harsh, manual labor was the rule. Beatings and filthy living conditions were common. 
The death rate at the mission was appalling. 

By 1818 the percentage of Natives who died in the missions reached 86 percent. Over 81,000 
“converts” eventually managed to successfully flee the missions. Soon after, there were Indian 
revolts. The San Diego mission was burnt down in 1775 during the Kumeyaay rebellion. Mohave 
Indians destroyed two missions in a dramatic revolt in 1781. Santa Barbra and Santa Inez Missions 
were destroyed in 1824. In 1834, Mexican Governor Jose Figueroa freed the Indians from the 
mission system and stripped the friars of their power. 

More than 100,000 native people had died because of the mission system. But that did not 
mean things went back to how it was before. The Spanish didn’t give the land back. Instead, the 
land was distributed to political insiders and a system of ranches developed. By the start of the 
Mexican-American War in 1846, 26 million acres were controlled by just 813 ranchers, who took 
Mexi-Californio brides so they could be granted land.
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After Freemason Johann Sutter became a Mexican citizen in 1840, he was awarded a land grant 
of 48,827 acres by the government. On June 18, 8141, he and his partner James Marshall began 
Sutter’s Mill shortly after. Ironically the gold rush that followed enslaved, and killed, the peace 
loving brown skins of indigenous people, the remaining outcast to reservations, out of sight, 
out of mind.

The ‘founding’ of the county, once all the natives were forced to the “Convert or Die” directive 
of the Catholic missionaries and relocated so the Euro-Americano White man could come take 
the lands for themselves. THIS is the issue most white “Americans” have with having to face 
and come to terms with regarding their/our/my own ancestral legend of conquerors, murderers, 
and genocidists that have been buried and omitted from being taught in English/American (not 
South, Central or Canada, just OUR America), schools.

Beginning with the “Greatest Migration in History, the California Gold Rush” in 1849, after 
300,000 native brown skins had been eliminated and subdued beginning with the Mexican/
American (not south, central or Canada) War, when all was said and done, it had taken just 57 
years for “colonizers”, and “the New Settlers” and “the Argonauts”, and the “Manifest Desti-
nators”, to completely eliminate thousands of years of peaceful Coast Miwok’s tribes, legends, 
cultural growth and existence. 

As you will read, Catholic converted missionary and then US Senator, General Vallejo, after 
he alone signed over Alta California to the USA Inc., in 1847, then, as his first act of CA Senator, 
papered over all of the native tribal names with 27 CA counties. Vallejo also handed out land to his 
sister in law, that became Santa Rosa, and to his brother-in-law and others, parts of Marin County 
on his alone’s whim. He was also part of the only “war” fought in the Mexican-American ‘war’ 
(1846-1948) fought at Olompali park in Novato where two natives were killed. THAT was the entire 
deaths from the war for California called “The Bear Flag Revolt” which ceded Alta California to 
the white man conquerors and withing two years, the State of California, USA was created.

“We’re So, So Sorry”

(Governor Newsome graduated from Santa Clara Jesuit school, as did his predecessor, Jerry Brown. 
Newsome’s father, a SF judge, was under the power and control of Oil tycoon, Gordon Getty)
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July 2019 SACRAMENTO – Governor Gavin Newsom today issued an apology through exec-
utive order on behalf of California to California Native American Peoples for the many instances 
of violence, mistreatment and neglect inflicted upon California Native Americans throughout 
the state’s history. The Governor also announced the creation of a Truth and Healing Council to 
provide an avenue for California Native Americans to clarify the record – and provide their 
historical perspective – on the troubled relationship between tribes and the state. This is the first 
time a state has taken dual action to correct the historical record and acknowledge wrongdoing 
through executive order mandate and a tribally-led, consultation-informed council. 

“It’s called a genocide. That’s what it was. A genocide. There’s no other way to describe it 
and that’s the way it needs to be described in the history books,” Newsom said. “And so I’m here 
to say the following: I’m sorry on behalf of the state of California.

Peter Burnett, as one of his first acts as the very first Governor of California in 1851, openly 
called for “the extermination of the Indian tribes”, and in reference to the relentless attacks and 
violence against California’s Native Mexican Californio brown skinned people. 

“That a war of extermination will continue to be waged between the races until the Indian race 
becomes extinct must be expected. While we cannot anticipate this result but with painful regret, 
the inevitable destiny of the race is beyond the power or wisdom of man to avert.”

Peter Hardeman Burnett, was a principal founder of Sacramento and 
a former slaveholder from Tennessee with a burning passion to create a 
whites-only American West. In 1843, Burnett led a wagon train to Oregon. 
He was (s)elected to the legislature where he took the lead in passing law 
that excluded all Native Brown Native Americans from the state! The law 
allowed whites to keep the newly captured ‘slaves’ for three years, after 
which they would be freed and required to leave the state. Any native 
Mexican Californio person who refused to leave would be whipped, earning 
the beatings the nickname of “Peter Hardeman Burnett’s Lash Law.” It was 
rescinded, though other brown skinned exclusionary laws were later passed. 
Here is his 1st State of the CA Union Speech as Governor Peter Burnett:

Twenty months ago, California was inhabited by a sparse population – a pastoral people – deriving 
their main sustenance from their flocks and herds, and a scanty cultivation of the soil; their trade 
and business limited, and their principal exports consisting of hides and tallow. Within that 
short period has been made the discovery of the rich, extensive, and exhaustless gold mines of 
California; and how great have already been its effects! The trade and business of the country have 
been revolutionized and reversed – the population increased beyond all expectation – commerce 
extended – our ports filled with shipping from every nation and clime – our commercial cities 
have sprung up as if by enchantment – our beautiful bays and placid streams now navigated by 
the power of the energetic, intrepid, and sensible people of California have formed a Constitution 
for our new State. 

In 1848, Burnett followed tales of gold to California where he befriended John Sutter Jr. and 
helped him found Sacramento. Burnett helped fuel the continued enslavement and genocide 
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of California’s indigenous people. He signed the perversely-named “Act for the Government 
and Protection of Indians in 1852”. This law enabled whites to force Native people from their 
lands into indentured servitude or be killed or be put on Euro-White Americano’s designated 
reservations.

The Act for the Government and Protection of Indians on April 22, 1850 passed by the legisla-
ture of California, it allowed settlers to continue to the Californio practice of capturing and using 
Native people as forced workers. It also provided the basis for the enslavement and trafficking 
in Native American Native labor, particularly that of young women and children, which was 
carried on as a legal business enterprise. Raids on villages were made to supply the demand, 
the young women and children were carried off to be sold, the men and remaining people often 
being killed. This practice did much to destroy Native Copper head brown skinned Californio 
tribes during the California Gold Rush. 

Governor Burnett later became a California Supreme Court Justice. While Burnett’s vision of an 
exclusively white West fit within broader white supremacist policies of the time. Freemason, 
William B. Almond, a close friend of Burnett, was an organizer and was first Master of San Jose 
Lodge No 10. Though I can find no evidence of Mr. Burnett being a member of the Freemasons, 
it is public knowledge that at least 19 governors have belonged to the Secret Brotherhood of 
Freemasons, as were many of the robber barons of the California gold rush of 1849, as you will 
read about further in this book.

The U.S. government sponsored and led over 162 massacres of California natives in just over 
two decades to rid the natives so they could take the wealth from the lands and occupy Alta 
California for their own. 

Since 1903 the last bear in Muir Woods was hunted and killed. The Grizzly Bear, that adorns 
the California flag, was celebrated for their extinction from the lands. Mountain Lions, coyotes, 
foxes, bobcats, and river otter populations were decimated to much smaller numbers and moved 
from their natural habitats. No brown bears have been seen in Marin County since the early 1900’s 
due to being hunted to a local extinction. Black bears are only seen rarely.

Maybe, someday soon, we can find a way to return some pieces of this paradise to the descen-
dants of its original inhabitants. If we could, it would be a start.

This book is one man’s attempt to a) bring back the names, lives, and legends of the native 
tribes who lived in Marin for thousands of years, b) educate all to a deeply revised his-story told 
from the conquering catholic Spaniards, Euro-White Americano’s and the Jesuits, who rule and 
control the world for the Vatican and beyond today and to c) preserve the narrative of her-story 
in content print beyond the electronic medium of our current world of currents and currencies 
(current seas). 

I hope you find this book as interesting as I did gathering the information, compiling and 
publishing. Any grammatical errors are mine alone and would appreciate notifying me of any 
corrections needed for future editions to appease all Grammar Kings and Queens reading this.

Sincerely,
James W. Lee
3.3.2022
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Chapter 1

Did You Know? 

Part I

Were you aware that Marin County That:

1 Was ‘discovered’ by a slave trader?

2. There were dozens of native tribes in Marin renamed under “Miwok”?

3. Marin is filled in with hundreds of large shell mounds?

4. Ring Mtn. holds sacred artifacts found nowhere else in the world?

5. Marin had Centuries Old Giant Redwood and Oak Sequoia’s all over the lands?

6. St. Raphael Church held lynching’s and hangings of which Kit Carson was a part of?

7. Chief Marin fled to Marin Island for protecting his people?

8. Gold, silver, copper, lime, brick and coal mining was done all over Marin?

9. Marin had the largest apple orchard in the West?

10. Marin held the only “Vaccine Farm” in the West in San Rafael?

11. Freemasons and Lords ‘founded’ many Marin cities?

12. The first Secret Society Bohemian Club meetings were held in Marin?

13. Descendants of the King of Spain settled in Marin in the 1870’s?

14. In 1846, Joseph Revere, Paul Revere’s grandson, purchased 8,701 acres in today’s San 
Geronimo Valley and he became one of the very first U.S. citizens to own land in what 
would soon be Marin County?

15. The only war in the entire takeover of California, known as the ‘Bear Flag Revolt, where 
two natives were killed, occurred in Novato?

16. The first sawmill in California was in Marin?

17. In 1903, Marin, and NYC were the first to be convert its railroads to interurban electric 
rail system’s?

18. Alexander Graham Bell hooked up the very first telephone in all of CA in Marin?

19. The first trains in Marin went from San Quentin to San Rafael in 1871.

20. Marin was the major resource extraction hub for over 50 years to the North Bay?

21. By mid-1880’s Marin trains went out to Bolinas and all the way up to Mendocino County?

22. Novato had a post office operating in 1853 with only a few dozen residents at the time ?
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23. ‘Taylorville’, named after Freemason Samuel P. Taylor, had a post office, a tannery, a gun 
powder factory, a water powered paper mill, a bowling alley, then later a steam driven 
mill AND an orchard and cattle ranch that was serviced by train from 1875?

24. The founder of motion picture photography and founder of RCA lived in Marin?

25. The first Wifi Towers in California, 300 ft. tall, were built on Mt. Tamalpais in 1903?

26. The first box shaped paper bags were founded in Marin?

27. The Remillard Brickworks from Marin supplied bricks to rebuild San Francisco after the 
quake of 1906?

28. Sometime in early 1849, the Baltimore and Frederick Mining and Trading Company, based 
in Baltimore, Maryland, started a lumber mill in a Marin County canyon that lasted only 
5 months?

29. Marin built the biggest and fastest double-ended passenger ferryboat in the world? 

30. Coast Miwok people labeled “Tamales” in the mission records hailed from five contiguous 
regions across much of the Marin Peninsula, suggesting that the place-name “Tamal” does 
not reflect any political reality of the time?

31. By 1828, 87% of all natives in Marin had been baptized by the Catholic missions?

32. There were 9 public hangings in San Rafael in the later 1800’s?

33. A County “Poor” Farm and Cemetery was created in the 1800’s as a native burial ground 
said to be for the poor and insane to keep them from public ‘nuisance’?

34. Duels to the death were held in San Rafael streets?

35. A city mayor’s former occupation was running a brothel?

36. There were brothels throughout Marin?

37. There is still a ‘mini-Stonehenge’ in the Marin Hills?

38. There was built in just 6 months the World’s Crookedest Railroad up Mt. Tamalpais?

39. Marin was the first to have electricity and gas streetlamps by over a decade ahead of San 
Francisco and most of the rest of California? 

40. Marin had the country’s first integrated federal housing project?

41. The first women’s rights movement in CA was founded in Marin?

42. Marin was the home to the first mountain bikes?

43. Had the first ever on the west coast steam shovel’s used for excavations?

44. Was the first in west to make pure bottled bicarbonate sodas?

45. Marin had California’s oldest correctional institution in 1852?

46. The first ‘saloon’ or bar in CA was opened in Marin? (The No Name Bar???)
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Did You Know? Part II
Russians Inc. in Marin ~ Colony Ross

(Ask yourself how did Russia and America 
were able to form a corporation when the telephone 
and telegraph were not available and the distance 
between the East Coast and Russia is so great. 
How did they form this corporation in 1806 ???) 
 According to local Marin history sources, 
the villagers of the Marin Peninsula were 
invaded by a new foreign pressure in 
1807 that would last from 1807-1840. Sea 
otter hunters were said to have arrived to 
the outer coast of the Marin Peninsula in 
February of 1807, brought from Alaska by 
American. Yet, as you can see here from the 
official narrative they did not even have offi-
cial relationships until 1809…hmmmm !??!
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The United States ships contracted to the Russian-American Company (Russian) at Sitka in 
Alaska, so the story goes. By early May the Americans and Alaskan natives were building shelters 
at Bodega Bay. The Russian ship Kodiak arrived at Bodega Bay in the late fall of 1808 with 130 
native Alaskan sea otter hunters, 20 native women, and 40 Russians aboard. In early February 
1809, the Alaskan otter hunters brought fifty canoes into San Francisco Bay by way of a portage 
across the northern headlands of the Golden Gate (Ogden 1941:57-59).

On March 25, 1809, ten Spanish soldiers attacked some Alaskan natives camped at San Bruno, 
killing four men and arresting the rest who many were badly wounded (Milliken 1995:200-203). 
Between 1810 and 1814, 437 Coast Miwoks went down to Mission Dolores, even as Russian-led 
activity continued along the Marin coast. Most of the migrants were Omiomis from the Novato 
region along San Francisco (San Pablo) Bay or “Costa” people from the South Tomales Bay region, 
inclusive of Point Reyes. 

Alaskan sea otter hunters were on San Francisco Bay in late summer of 1810. Spanish soldiers 
captured three Aleut hunters on September 24 (Arrillaga 1810). Gabriel Moraga led a party of 
Spanish soldiers to Bodega Bay in September of 1810 to meet with the Russians and Americans, 
who were turning the vicinity into a fur trade depot. By November, there were four American 
vessels, contracted to the Russians, anchored at Bodega Bay. The Russian vessel Rurik brought 
a scientific expedition into San Francisco Bay on October 2, 1816 during the wave of Petaluma, 
Alaguali, and Olompali baptisms at Mission Dolores. 

On October 4 the Russian officers and scientists visited Mission Dolores, where they attended 
Mass. After the Mass, ship’s master Otto Von Kotzebue learned from the five priests in atten-
dance, including two from Mission Santa Clara, that the missions often contained “Indians of 
ten different races, each of which has its own language” (Kotzebue [1816] in Mahr 1932:327). The 
ceremonies following Mass included a dance by dance groups.

After the Russians were said to have left Bodega Bay, The Smith family arrived in 1844, 5 years 
before the California Gold Rush began. American Sea Captain, Stephen Smith, was granted 35,787 
acres in Bodega Bay. He brought 3 pianos (why 3?) with him on the ship and was said to have 
established one of the very first steam-powered sawmills and built a tannery, a bowling alley and a 
hotel in Bodega Bay by 1855.
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(Note: The information presented clearly shows the US and Russia Governments communi-
cated regularly, were business partners, and met regularly by traveling great distances by horse 
n buggy and ship to go to Russia even though no electronic communications existed at the time!)

Fort Ross, on the coast of Sonoma County, was established 
as an agricultural base from which the northern settlements 
could be supplied with food and carry on trade with Alta 
California as well as hunt seals and whales along the West 
Coast in the early 1800’s with a partnership somehow 
negotiated to for a corporation along with Euro American 
interests. How this occurred is unreported.

Yet during its initial ten years of operations the post 
“provided the company with nothing but heavy expenses for 
its maintenance.” Fort Ross itself was the hub of a number 
of smaller Russian settlements comprising what was called 
“Fortress Ross” on official documents and charts produced 
by the Company itself. Colony Ross referred to the entire area 

where Russians had 
settled. These settle-
ments constituted the 
southernmost Russian 
colony in North 
America and were 
spread over an area 
stretching from Point 
Arena to Tomales Bay. 
The colony included a 

port at Bodega Bay called Port Rumyantsev, a sealing station on the Farallon Islands 18 miles 
out to sea from San Francisco.

By 1842, US is helping Russia build railroads? Why? How did the communicate? Allthewhile, 
a mass railroad expansion is going on in the USA at the exact same time? 



10  The History of Marin County That Has Never Been Told



Chapter 1: Did You Know?   11

Some of the Coast Miwoks 
fled to “Colony Ross” up north 
to find safe haven and escape the 
persecution of the Euro-Ameri-
cano priests “convert of die” edict. 
Natives were paid by the Russians 
for hunting fowl, fish and game 
and attendance of church services 
was not mandatory. This created 
tensions between the missions and 
Russian-American fur traders. 

Father Amoros sent soldiers and native missionaries to return the natives to the mission at St. 
Raphael. Achille Shelikhov, mangers of Ft. Ross replied: “The chief of Bodega Indians known to 
you as Valenial has asked me not to return his band of Indians to Spaniards saying the belong to 
the Russians and in no way see themselves as subjects of the Spanish rule”.

In March of 1822, news arrived in Monterey that after ten years of struggle, the former colony 
of New Spain had finally emancipated itself and would now be known as Mexico. After 1822, 
Mexico implemented an important change in commercial policy by abrogating the Spanish law 
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of forbidding trade with foreign vessels. Henceforth, foreign merchant vessels were allowed to 
anchor and trade at ports throughout California, provided captains first stopped at Monterey 
and paid anchorage fees and custom duties. This new commercial policy heralded the era of 
the “hide and tallow trade” lasting essentially the period of Mexican control over California 
(1822-1846).

Russian Admiral Otto von Kotzebue reached Colony Ross via San Rafael in 1824 and recanted 
that the natives were intermarrying Russian and Aleuts, being paid for their work and “are much 
more cheerful and contented than at the mission, where a deep melancholy always clouds their 
faces, and their eyes are constantly fixed upon the ground; but this difference is only natural 
result of the different treatment they experience”.

In 1841, General Vallejo attempted to purchase all of the Russian possessions in northern 
California: Fort Ross, the port of Bodega, and much intervening farmland with its livestock. The 
purchase was blocked by Governor Alvarado who had become suspicious of Vallejo’s growing 
power and influence. Alvarado allowed John Sutter’s purchase of land near the junction of the 
American and Sacramento Rivers as well as the purchase the Russian lands that Vallejo had sought.

Unfortunately for Californians, the real treasures of Miwok culture cannot be found in Cali-
fornia. Amazing and wonderful creations of the Miwok people are not where you might think 
they would be. St. Petersburg, Russia, Frankfort, Germany and London England also have Miwok 
artifacts, and there are some at the Smithsonian Institution in Washington D. C. too. They are in 
museums around the world. These Russian explorers traveled inland to the area known today 
as Laguna West and Stone Lake in search of fur bearing animals near Sacramento, which means 
the Miwoks traded with Russians.

“Why were the Miwok native artifacts so prized and valued? Because, white Europeans 
had never seen such artistry and lifestyles so foreign to their way of life”

But, if you want to see the real treasures, you will have to go to St. 
Petersburg. In that museum, you will gaze with wonder at a magnificent 
condor feather cape, unlike anything you have ever seen. 

You will see a spectacular and wondrous belt, six feet long, intricately 
woven of natural fibers, shells and red woodpecker feathers. 

Aleksander Gavrilovich Rotchev was the last Commandant (Manager) 
of Fort Ross. He first arrived at Fort Ross in mid-1836 and then returned 
to Alaska later that year. Rotchev returned to Fort Ross as its Comman-
dant in 1838 and he remained there to the end of 1841. Rotchev and 
his wife, the Princess Elena, presented a silver chest to General Vallejo 
(Bry 1978). According to legend, the gift was presented to Vallejo in 

appreciation of his efforts to “save” Elena Rotchev from the advances of Vallejo’s main Indian 
ally, Chief Solano (cf. Older 1940). The silver service contained all the utensils necessary for 
setting an elegant table. I 2005, three silver tablespoons were donated to California State Parks 
by a descendent of General Mariano Guadalupe Vallejo, the former commandant of Mexico’s 
Northern Frontier and the founder of the City of Sonoma.

According to the donor, the spoons were once part of Vallejo’s personal property. Especially 
striking are the Russian silver hallmarks borne by each of the matching spoons. Because Vallejo 
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enjoyed a unique and historically important relationship with the Russian enclave at nearby Fort 
Ross, the finding of Russian items in his household is especially interesting. 

Fort Ross was the site of California’s first windmills and shipbuilding. Russian scientists asso-
ciated with the colony were among the first to record California’s cultural and natural history. 
The Russian managers introduced many European innovations such as glass windows, stoves, 
and all-wood housing into Alta California. Together with the surrounding settlement, Fort Ross 
was home to Russian subjects (which during the 19th and early 20th century included Russians, 
Ukrainians, Poles, Belarusians, Finns, Baltic Germans, Estonians, Lithuanians, Latvians, Geor-
gians, Circassians, Tatars!, and numerous other nationalities and ethnic groups of the Russian 
Empire), as well as North Pacific Natives, Aleuts, Kashaya (Pomo), and Creoles.

Porteguesa Among the First Euro-White “Settlers” in Marin

Settling in southern Marin, these newcomers established tight-knit communities in Sausalito 
and other nearby towns. By the turn of the century, immigrant dairymen had transformed the 
local industry. The largest numbers of Portuguese immigrants were from dairy farms in the 
Azores, already famous for its cows and cheese.

Jack Tracy wrote about the festa in the seminal Sausalito history, “Moments in Time.”

Sausalito’s Holy Ghost Festa is a reminder of the cultural ties that bind and unite 
Portuguese immigrants and their descendants. Many of the early Portuguese immigrants 
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to Sausalito were from the Azores, a 
nine-island Atlantic archipelago. 
Hungry to preserve their traditions 
in their new homeland, many of the 
immigrants banded together to form 
the the “Irmandade do Divino Espírito 
Santo e Santissima Trindade,” or the 
“Brotherhood of the Holy Ghost and 
the Blessed Trinity.” It is commonly 
known as the “IDESST” or Portuguese 
Hall and more recently as the IDESST 
Sausalito Portuguese Cultural Center. 

The organization was officially formed on May 13, 1888, and its 
initial facility was the Portuguese Hall located at 131 Filbert 
Street in Sausalito. That building remains largely unchanged 
today and is occupied by the Sausalito Christian Fellowship 
organization. The Sausalito Portuguese Cultural Center moved to 
a brand new building at its current location on Caledonia Street 
in 1954. Since it’s founding the Sausalito Portuguese Cultural 
Center has been a focal point of the region’s Portuguese commu-
nity. The Sausalito Portuguese Cultural Center is dedicated to 
the continued celebration of the Holy Ghost Festival and to the 
preservation and promotion of Portuguese history and culture.

The Ilha de São Jorge is the center of the Azores’ dairy industry, and many of West Marin’s 
families have their roots there. Lush pastures and the temperate climate of West Marin were 
nearly ideal for dairy herds, just as on São Jorge. For decades, Marin County was the leading 
dairy production county in the state, and its famous butter was eagerly sought by urban resi-
dents. Marin’s dairy industry was largely built by the hard labor of these newcomers. Times have 
since changed and, with the creation of Point Reyes National Seashore and the emergence of the 
Central Valley as a dairy production center, Marin’s dairy industry has become a quieter way 
of life. Its Portuguese heritage, however, is still celebrated. Descendants of the early immigrants 
continue to live in Marin, their Azorean names a reminder of their heritage: Afonso, Amador, 
Avila, Azevedo, Bello, Bettencourt, Boreiros, Brazil, Cunha, DeFraga, Dias, Francisco, Ferreira, 
Freitas, Lourenço (Lawrence), Machado, Martins, Mattos, Moraes, Paulino, Pedrosa, Lacerda, 
Ladera, Lopes, Nunes, Quadres, Regallo, Rosa, Sequeira, Silva, Silveira, Soares, Sousa, Teixeira, 
Terra, Vieira and many others.

The Legend of Mount Tamalpais; Princess Tamalpa
Tamalpais was home to Coastal Native tribes for thousands of years,and was called “The 

Sleeping Maiden” or as I was taught, “The Sleeping Princess of Mount Tamalpa”. The mystical 
native Princess can be seen lying asleep at the top (the maiden is visible, when viewed from the 
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north, lying on her left side. The East Peak is her right 
shoulder, right breast and the tresses of her hair fall 
to the left). Mt. Tamal was so sacred to the Miwok 
that they would not climb to the summit nor take 
anything from these sacred lands of the First People. 
Everything was life, today known as “Panatheism”. 
Every rock had a name, every flower a story and 
every animal a legend that the natives shared with 
their families and tribes regarding creation myths.

The tribes of the Miwoks creation myths including 
the main progenitor Coyote, their name for the God 
who created man, resided at its peak. Numerous 
redwood “teepees” and other Miwok-like structures 
can be found in special places off the beaten path on 
the lower slopes of Mt. Tam. When the Great White 
Spirit offered the Gift of Healing, Tamalpa’s evil 
mother, Ah-shwn-nee, sent her beautiful daughter, 
Tamalpa, to stop Peayutuma of the tribe in the valley 
from stealing the gift. Peayutuma was to make the 
trip to the mountain slope and return as the world’s 

first medicine man. Tamalpa succeeded in stopping him but fell in love for the first time. Because 
he too, was in love, Peayutuma wouldn’t give up Tamalpa as she finished her errand. Seeing 
nothing else to do, Tamalpa made the supreme sacrifice and was taken to the mountain top where 
she sleeps forever and perceived the gift of healing. If you look at the mountain, Tamalpais, you 
shall see Tamalpa sleeping there eternally.

She was a beautiful young Miwok maiden in love with an Indian prince. When he abandoned 
her, she walked to the top of the mountain nearby and died of heartbreak. As she sobbed, the 
mountain heard her intense sorrow and took pity. When she finally died, the mountain was so 
moved it changed its form, taking on the supine shape of her body and becoming the Sleeping 
Lady, our dear Mt. Tamalpais.

The Dalai Lama and other spiritual figures 
have performed ceremonies there. Sant Kirpal 
Singh spent time in the grove at Muir Woods. Sant 
Rajinder Singh glanced up at Tam while passing 
through San Anselmo a few years back and said 
to a friend of mine, “you are very lucky to live 
here.” The reknown Swami Vivekananda hiked 
on Mt. Tam in the late nineteenth century, and 
Chogyam Trungpa Rinpoche allegedly remarked 
that it was the most spiritual spot of earth. It is 
truly an auspicious place with many secret places 
and hidden treasures. 
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Marin County Canal in Tennessee Valley to 
Become the Panama Canal of the North?

A canal was also being discussed for southern Marin County. As 
headlined in the Sausalito News of August 24, 1895, “Adjunct to 
the ‘Canal Nicaragua’ Offered”. The project’s ambitious goal was to 
provide a second opening from the Pacific Ocean to San Francisco 
Bay. The Golden Gate was thought by some to be dangerous as it 
was subject to strong currents and required crossing of the treach-
erous “Potato Patch” shoal. Elk Valley, later known as Tennessee 
Valley, just north of Golden Gate, had the potential to be a safer 
second opening to the Bay. The hazards encountered at the Golden 
Gate were dramatized by a wreck involving the S. S. Tennessee. 

On a foggy March night in 1853 the ship attempting to enter the 
Bay was swept by a strong current past the Golden Gate. Around nine p.m. a passenger standing 
on the bow spotted breakers and shouted a warning to the wheelhouse. The warning came too 
late. The ship struck the rocks at Indian Cove. The Captain successfully beached the ship enabling 
the First Mate to wade ashore to rig a cable line. During the night all 551 passengers and 14 chests 
of gold were safely brought to shore by cable or quarter boat. Not a single life was lost. By noon 
the next day the S. S. Tennessee broke up and sunk.

The valley and cove were renamed in memory of the S. S. Tennessee. The Tennessee Valley 
cuts through the hills of the Marin Peninsula about three miles north of the Golden Gate. The 
nearly three-mile-long valley rises on a gentle slope to just under 200 feet at the summit. The 
construction of a canal through to the ocean was reported in the August 24, 1895 Sausalito News 
as, “...presenting no engineering difficulties [and] could be compassed with comparatively small 
expense”.

The Marin County Ship Canal was discussed in a meeting between County officials and the 
Army Corps of Engineers in 1936. In its January 17th edition the Sausalito News described it this 
way, “And, there was revived the plan studied twenty-five years or so ago to cut a ship canal 
through a gap in the hills to the Pacific Ocean at Tennessee Cove, a scheme that sounds almost 
fantastic at first blush but which, upon careful study, appears quite feasible...” The canal fit well 
into the County’s desire to dredge Richardson Bay and develop its Sausalito shore for industrial 
use. The president of the Marin County Planning Commission spoke of “…the need for utilizing 
this otherwise worthless body of water.”

To construct such a canal, excluding dredging its approaches in the ocean or bay, would require 
about 13 million cubic yards of excavation as well as a plausible plan to dispose of the material. 
To put this enterprise in perspective, in 1936 constructing the four-lane 3.4-mile-long Waldo 
Grade required 1.8 million cubic yards of excavation. This was the largest earth moving project 
completed by the California Highway Department up to that time. The highway builders used 
most of the excavated material as embankment elsewhere on the project site. For the canal most 
of the material would require disposal at another location, probably in the ocean.

The Marin County Canal would also require a high-level multi-lane bridge to carry Highways 
1 and 101 over ocean going vessels. The cost of the canal and bridge plus the cost of dredging 
the Richardson Bay and ocean approaches to a depth of 40 feet for a distance of about two miles 



Chapter 1: Did You Know?   17

would likely bring the 2018 project cost into the billion-dollar neighborhood. It would not be the 
“feasible” project envisioned at the 1936 meeting described above. Despite the realities of this 
project, the Sausalito News on January 27, 1944 reported Marin County’s post-war employment 
program included, “Construction of a sea level canal through Tennessee Valley to the ocean, 
thereby creating two entrances to the bay.”

Alcatraz Island Used to Imprison and Torture Natives
Declared a military reservation in 1850, 

Alcatraz Island was originally garrisoned 
in 1859; the island’s troops and more than 
one hundred cannons were intended to 
defend the gold-rich San Francisco harbor. 
(check out the massive cannon balls in the 
background above! Who, and how could 
they even lift those?)

Like other military installations, Fortress 
Alcatraz was used for detention and punishment. 
More than likely, Alcatraz was used to keep the most 
powerful native leader’s captive and away from their 
tribes and villages so they could not lead any rebellions 
against the conquering white man. 

Nineteen members of the Hopi Tribe, called 
“Hostiles” (we now call “insurgents”, “terrorists”, 
etc.) by government agents, made up the largest group 
of naive prisoners to be confined on Alcatraz. Their 
crimes were unique in the 140-year history of incarcer-
ation on the Rock: they wouldn’t farm in the ways the 
federal government instructed them, and they opposed 
the forced removal and education of their children in 
government boarding schools. Both “offenses” were 
part of widespread Indian resistance to U.S. policies 
designed to erase each tribe’s language and religion. 
These federal policies, which had gone on for years, 
met with little success. 

As General Nelson A. Miles once wrote to his wife, 
“There has been no branch of the government so corrupt and disgraceful to the Republic as that 
which has had the management of our Indian affairs.”

In conjunction with this, the Hopis were also ordered to turn over their children--some as 
young as five years old--to government authorities; the children were then taken to boarding 
schools many miles from home. Reports of the children being beaten for speaking their native 
language, practicing their religion, and other such infractions of boarding-school rules were 
common. Both bribery and military force were used and were met with passive resistance on 
the part of the Hopis. 
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Nineteen men designated as ringleaders of the “Hostiles” by the government were taken into 
custody by the U.S. Army on November 25, 1894. Traveling by foot, horse, train, and boat, the 
Hopi men arrived in San Francisco more than a month later. The terms of their confinement on 
Alcatraz dictated that they were to be “held in confinement, at hard labor, until ... they shall show 
... they fully realize the error of their evil ways ... [and] until they shall evince, in an unmistakable 
manner, a desire to cease interference with the plans of the government for the civilization and 
education of its Indian wards.”

Sanitation was deplorable, there was insufficient ventilation, and the building was considered a 
firetrap. The Call, a San Francisco newspaper, reported on the Hopis’ arrival and activities. Saying 
that the Hopis were “rudely snatched from the bosom of their families and are prisoners ... until 
they have learned to appreciate the advantage of education,” the article went on to say that field 
trips to local schools were meant to impress the prisoners “so that they can see the harmlessness 
of the multiplication table.... They rise early, breakfast, go to work, if the weather is fine, eat their 
dinner at noon and then work all afternoon.” Hardships were suffered by family members as 
well; wives of two of the prisoners gave birth to children who died during their fathers’ incar-
ceration. Of course, “Hopi’s are a name given to mask that all tribes that were targeted, not just 
the Hopi’s, this is just one recorded example.

Later, the prison train was famously used to shuttle Al Capone to Alcatraz.

Marin Gas Lamps in 1875
(Think of all the construction needed at that time with muscles and mules only; the gas from where? 

and piped underground with copper for pipes made where? And the copper mined from where? And coal 
acquired from ? With labor from where? And knowledge to install these? And, the reasons for gas and 
electrical when the population was only a few hundred people at the time and rural could only mean it 
was installed to service the few and very wealthy Euro-White settlers at the time.) 

Since coal gas flowed through pipes in large volumes, its 
combustion produced light far more efficiently than candles. 

By the early 1800’s, Paris and London had installed gas 
lamps along their streets. The added light increased acces-
sibility and demand for nighttime activities, changing the 
nighttime culture from one of shutting oneself in to going out 
and socializing with others. However much of an improve-
ment gas lights were to candles, they weren’t necessarily 

low-maintenance - the lamps had to be manually lit every night and extinguished every morning. 
Even worse, there were harmful side effects, as carbon monoxide, a lethal gas, was a byproduct 
of the combustion reaction. Around the turn of the 20th century, almost all streetlamps were 
replaced with electric lightbulbs, providing cleaner, safer, brighter, more efficient lighting. 

Gas lamp street lighting were beginning to be installed in San Rafael in 1875. In that year Allan 
Lee, later a partner in the San Rafael Gas Company, installed four gas streetlamps. Lee began 
building his gas plant at 3rd and Brook Streets in 1871. His few customers were charged $5.00 
($120 in 2020 dollars) per 1,000 cubic feet. The Town of San Rafael had a bill of $9.00 ($216 in 2020 
dollars) for the gas used to June 1, 1875. At that time most Marin homes were lit by candles or 
kerosene lamps. Only the wealthy could afford to light their homes with gas lamps. 
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In 1883 Lee partnered with J. O. Eldridge, famed Marin land auctioneer and originator of the 
first carriage road to the top of Mt. Tamalpais, to form the San Rafael Gas Company, the town’s 
first utility. The Gas Company broadened its franchise to provide electric streetlights in December 
1887. Its franchise required lights to be in place within 90 days and included a provision stating 
that, “No light on moonlit nights.” The San Rafael Gas and Electric Company turned on four electric 
streetlights in late December 1887.

Marin First to Get Electricity in California
So Marin was the first to have electricity in all of California, we are told/sold, by over a decade 

ahead of San Francisco and the rest of California? 

In March 1888 electric lights at San Quentin State Prison were said to be quite successful. 
The Marin Journal of March 15th described it this way:

“The electric system is admirably arranged, and so effective that the mill and grounds outside 
the walls are as light as day, and there would appear to be no more danger of escape or misconduct 
in the night shift than in the day.” By the end of 1888 the Journal was effusive with its review of 
electric lights, “The fine electric light plant, one of the best on the coast, will throw its beams of 
brilliancy back upon the record of this year of progress.”

In September 1891 the San Rafael Gas and Electric Light Company proposed expansion of elec-
tric service into the Ross Valley, Mill Valley and the Tiburon Peninsula. The company received a 
25-year franchise from Marin County to maintain poles and wires and to light the streets, lanes 
and alleys of these communities. By 1892 the company brought electric service to San Anselmo, 
Ross, Larkspur and Mill Valley and was expected soon to extend service to Sausalito. In October 
1892 Elmore & Green of San Francisco was granted 
a franchise to use the power from the San Rafael 
Company to light Sausalito. 

A Massive Hydro Power Plant from the Sierra 
Nevada’s to power up San Rafael initially. Entre-
preneurs John Martin and Eugene de Salba, with 
financial support from Romulus Riggs Colgate, 
grandson of the founder of the Colgate Soap 
& perfume company, constructed the Colgate 
hydro-electric generation plant on the Yuba River 
with a 140 mile long 60,000 volt transmission line 
to Oakland. 
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By May 1901 a high voltage line had been extended around the north side of the Bay to Napa 
with a further extension to San Rafael expected by September. The San Francisco Examiner on 
July 11, 1901 quoted Martin, “We are now about to carry our operations into Marin, Sonoma and 
Napa counties and with this in view have made negotiations for the purchase of existing gas 
and electric plants….” Bay Counties Electric Company bought the San Rafael Gas and Electric 
Company’s entire plant in September 1901. In March 1888 electric lights at San Quentin State 
Prison were said to be quite successful. The Marin Journal of March 15th described it this way:

“The electric system is admirably arranged, and so effective that the mill and grounds outside the walls 
are as light as day, and there would appear to be no more danger of escape or misconduct in the night shift 
than in the day.” By the end of 1888 the Journal was effusive with its review of electric lights, “The fine 
electric light plant, one of the best on the coast, will throw its beams of brilliancy back upon the record of 
this year of progress.”

Mt. Tam 300 ft. Wireless Towers 1906
“Wireless Telegraph Masts on the Summit of Mt. Tamalpais, 

California. The highest in the world.” 
In 1905, the projected Mt. Tamalpais wireless station, located 

directly across the SF Bay in Marin County, began operation 
as of one of the first maritime communication networks on 
the West Coast. The first being in Hawaii a few months earlier. 
“Wireless Station on Tamalpais Communication To Be Had With 
Ships 2000 Miles Out At Sea” was advertised at the time by 

the Pacific Wireless Telegraph Company. They were said to be able to communicate with all the 
wireless equipped vessels with a radius of 2000 or more miles. All ships at the time also needed 
to be equipped with wireless telegraphs as well.

The stock certificate nearby shows incorporation in 1902 in South 
Dakota. So it was one of the Gustav Gehring companies. But Mayes says 
that the first thing that the new 1903 Pacific Wireless did was buy the 
Catalina circuit. So the stock certificate is indeed that of the company 
with the first successful regular wireless circuit in America and maybe 
the world.

The construction of what was to be a trans-Pacific station on top of 
Mt. Tamalpais began in December 1905. Huge wooden masts, 200 or 300 feet in height, were 
put up and an enormous open core induction coil built, which was to produce a spark several feet 
in length. Two and a half tons of copper wire (now you know why all the copper mines were needed!), 
were needed to gather the electric waves and convey them to the instruments. The wires were 
each 175 feet long and suspended V shape with the point downward from a cable. On account 
of the presence of mineral in paints a preparation of asphalt, paraffin and, other non-conducting 
ingredients was used lieu of paint. The coil’s length was so great that in order to house it, it was 
necessary to provide holes in the walls of the building to allow ample space for the core. All of 
the transmitters of the Pacific Wireless Telegraph Company were of the untuned open spark gap 
type and their first detector consisted of a needle lightly touching a carbon disc. 

In the fall of 1906, an extraordinary windstorm caused the collapse of both poles, resulting in 
the discontinuance of the station. 
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Nearby, an original Guaulan Indian village was purchased whole-
sale by the Marconi Wireless Company to serve as its Pacific Coast 
receiving station in 1913. (Synanon, the mind control people, took 
the site over in 1964.) The San Geronimo (Spanish for “Saint Jerome”) 
Valley was enjoying its own particular affluence.

In 1909, Marconi was awarded the Noble Prize for Physics, jointly 
with Karl Ferdinand Braun, “in recognition of their contributions to the 
development of wireless telegraphy.” By 1912, Marconi had acquired, 

through a lawsuit and merger, over 70 land-based radio stations 
and more than 500 ship-board installations. One was Station KPH, 
San Francisco’s first radio station. In order to achieve a powerful 
enough signal to cross the Pacific Ocean, a new, stronger station 
was built on the Marin County Coastline. All of Marconi’s trans-
oceanic radio stations were “duplex”, or geographically separated 
complexes for transmitting and receiving. The geographic sepa-
ration was necessary since the noise of transmission obstructed 
clear reception. By 1914, Marin had a new transmitting station in Bolinas overlooking the 
Pacific Ocean, and a new receiving station in Marshall, on the hill overlooking Tomales Bay.  
 These two locations formed the “KPH” Pacific Rim radio station, and were the foundation for 
the most successful and powerful ship-to-shore communications of that era. KPH also broadcast 
news, weather and other general information to the shipping community, including relaying 
business and personal messages to and from ships. Station operators monitored the interna-
tional distress frequencies for calls from ships in trouble. The business became a big success. 
 In 1920, the Radio Corporation of America (RCA) was formed, after buying the holdings of the 
American Marconi Company. RCA soon sold the majority of undeveloped land at the Marshall 
site, retaining only 62.7 acres surrounding the station buildings. After being hired by RCA, Char-
lie’s initial career after the Army would be spent supporting the operations in Bolinas, Marshall, 
and Point Reyes. In 1923, Marconi developed a short-wave beam system. This was used for more 
effective long distance communication, and for guiding ships safely into port even in dense fog. 
The operation at Marshall (which was a long-wave station) was relocated across Tomales Bay to 
the Point Reyes Peninsula for better short-wave reception.
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Mt. Tamalpais Radar Station 
In 1953, President Dwight Eisenhower pushed for more transparency, and the installation, offi-

cially called Mill Valley Air Force Station, was one of many projects declassified. Weather at the peak 
could be an issue for the Air Force, as Mashburn described 
winds topping 80 mph ripping shingles from the buildings. 
There was also a surprise for Air Force officers expecting 
a more urban experience stationed so close to a major city. 
“Rattlers, in San Francisco?” was Mashburn’s response when 
he was first warned of scorpions and poisonous snakes near 
the station. The base was abandoned by the Air Force as 
technological changes made the site obsolete. “West of the 
domes, scattered over 100 acres, are 40 buildings — barracks 
with broken windows, a mess hall in ruins, a swimming 
pool full of dead leaves, cracked basketball courts, a tennis 
court that still has a sagging net, a ghostly movie theater, 
hobby shop, a sauna, and a row of small homes that once 
housed families,” Nolte wrote. Neither the Park Service 
nor the water district had the funds to clean up the base’s major asbestos problem. The buildings 
were finally demolished in 1996. But before the “golf balls” disappeared off Mount Tam, they had 
a visitor who intended to use them for a more peaceful purpose.

Why A Post Office in Novato in 1850?

As Native lands, renamed “Territories”, were taken, confiscated and occupied by the white 
enslavers, they set up a post office. It was not about delivering mail but to establish “landing rights” 
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since US Roman Latin Common Law 
aka Admiralty Law, or the “Law of 
the Seas” established by the Vatican in 
thd 1600’s with 3 Cest Qui Vie Trusts. 
This effectively put all of the people 
world on ‘ships’ out at sea with no 
“landmarks”. 

This is why a babies foot is used 
as the ‘landmark’ contract that put 
us all on ships and the Vatican is 
the Holy Sea. Since we are all now 
on our citizen’ships’, owner’ships’, 
partner’ships’, etc, and “out to sea” 
any new lands must “post” their landings, hence, “post offices” are 
established. Oregon’s first post office was ‘established’ in 1847.

The Postmaster’s House, one of the oldest structures in Novato, 
was built circa 1850 and was originally located on South Novato 
Blvd west of Yukon Way. The earliest known occupant was Henry 

Jones, who began Nova-
to’s postal service in 1856 
and served as postmaster 
until 1860. 

In November 1848, 
Postmaster General Cave 
Johnson dispatched a 
special agent to California 
to establish Post Offices. By Christmas, steamships 
were carrying mail from New York to California via the 
Isthmus of Panama. This was before the construction 
of the canal. When the ships reached Panama, the mail 
was taken off and transported in canoes or on pack 

animals – and later by railroad – about 50 miles to the Pacific coast. Another steamship collected 
the mail on the Pacific side and headed north.

The first U.S. Mail traveled to California by steamship, via the Isthmus of Panama, in 1848. 
(So again, why was a post office needed in Novato?) The ocean routes via Panama remained a 
vital link in the nation’s mail system until the completion of the transcontinental railroad in 1869.

In the 1850s, Congress authorized four mail routes that linked the new settlers in California 
with the rest of the nation over land. Congress authorized funding for the overland routes not 
because they brought any financial profit to the Post Office Department or the federal govern-
ment, but because they helped build and bind together a nation. The mail contractors and carriers 
were pioneers, finding or creating the best routes of travel and building supply stations that later 
eased the way for emigrants heading west.
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Look at the image to the left and you will see 
a few houses in Novato in the 1890’s and we are 
told/sold that a post office was set in Novato 
in 1850 where the native tribes of the Olompali 
resided.

It was not about delivering mail, but to estab-
lish land for the human vessel to dock on per 
Admiralty Law where everyone is out to see. 

So, by setting post offices, they have a place to 
“legally” land their “vessels” according to Roman 
Latin Common Law. This is why post offices 
are always set up first in the newly conquered 
Terror-tories by the white man.

Bon Air Hotel nee Marin General Hospital
The development of the Escalle vineyards 

and picnic grounds north of Larkspur in the 
late 1800s, with a convenient North Pacific 
Coast Railroad stop in front of the resort, 
led to an influx of small houseboats or arks 
on the south banks of Corte Madera Creek 
and creation of a popular summer destina-
tion featuring “saltwater bathing” and other 
attractions. 

To capitalize on this popularity, in 1901 Mr. 
and Mrs. John E. Manlove built a hotel resort 
on 22 acres on the north side of the creek, in 
the former location of the Biggins and Prunty 
brickyard. Margaret Manlove, a San Francisco 
hotelier, had operated the nearby Mount View 
Hotel (as Mrs. Leach) on the former Fisher 

estate in Kentfield and had reportedly borrowed the money to build here from Mount View 
owner A. P. Hotaling. The hotel formally opened on May 15, 1902, advertised as a “New, modern 
50-room hotel… every convenience; first class in every particular; fishing, boating, swimming, 
beautiful drives.” Hotel Bon Air hosted dances and special events. A “Grand Ball” on Fourth of 
July, 1902 drew 150 guests.

The Manloves named their resort Hotel Bon Air, likely inspired by the famous Bon Air Hotels 
in Richmond, Virginia and Augusta, Georgia. The impressive four-story, 50-room edifice report-
edly cost $80,000 to build and featured two shingled towers and a wide verandah with sweeping 
views of the creek and Mt. Tamalpais. A saltwater swimming pool offered a cleaner alternative 
to the sewage-influenced creek, and also a bowling alley, dance hall, gambling room and six 
guest cottages on the hill in back. Most guests reached the hotel via a boardwalk from Escalle 
station that led to a private drawbridge over the creek. On a summer night in 1906, hotel guests 
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witnessed an “illuminated water carnival” on Corte Madera Creek, at which “thousands” of 
Japanese lanterns lit up the hotel, arks, nearby homes and the entire Escalle complex. A parade 
of more than 100 boats, with a military band on a float, toured the creek and ended the evening 
as “the band serenaded the hotel guests.”

First “Pacific Coast Vaccine Farm” established in Marin in 1870’s
Dr. M. A. DuBois, builder of the Mt. Tamalpais Cemetery and the Pacific Coast Vaccine Farm, 

the only small pox vaccine farm in the West, was a well-known property owner and longtime 
resident of San Rafael. Born to a wealthy East Coast family, Yale-educated Dr. DuBois was a 
great-grandson of John Jay, the first Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court and a president of 
the Continental Congress. In the 1880s, vaccine panics often accompanied smallpox epidemics. 
Summer heat precluded transporting fresh vaccine from the East, and vaccine became scarce.

To provide a local source, in 1887 Dr. DuBois started the Pacific Coast Vaccine Farm in San 
Rafael, presumably at his ranch in Forbes Valley. At the time there were only nine other vaccine 
farms in the United States, none on the West Coast.

At the farm, DuBois injected heifers from ten to twenty times with cowpox vaccine. These 
injections created vesicles from which the vaccine was later collected, packaged and shipped.

Shortly after DuBois started producing vaccine, San Francisco was overcome by an epidemic 
of smallpox. On short notice, Dr. DuBois provided a supply that the San Francisco Public Health 
Board declared useless.

In DuBois’ defense, Dr. William S. Whitwell inspected the farm and wrote in the medical 
journal Lancet, “Marin is a dairy county, and calves of the proper age are easily obtainable. They 
are kept in clean stalls and well fed for a day or two before being operated upon…the success of 
such a farm would, more than any other one measure, aid in banishing the periodic epidemics 
of smallpox with which the State, or more especially, San Francisco, is afflicted.” He went on to 
discuss financial losses when “tourists and others in pursuit of pleasure avoid the city.”

The Pacific Coast Vaccine Farm didn’t last.
In his memoirs, William Kent described DuBois as “a New Englander and a straight-laced 

and proper citizen. He was educated, skillful and much esteemed.” Dr. DuBois may have been 
lured to San Rafael by its healthy climate. In the California Medical Society’s journal, Dr. DuBois 
recommended San Rafael as ideal for a “sanitarium for chronic diseases.” 

The 1870 Census shows Dr. DuBois residing with 40-year-old Dr. Alfred Taliaferro, the first 
physician to practice in Marin. They lived in San Rafael Village with a 23-year old Chinese servant 
named Ah Poy. Dr. DuBois subsequently purchased land west of San Rafael at the end of today’s 
Fifth Street in what was called Forbes Valley. In September the Marin Journal reported that Dr. 
DuBois was doing a great amount of work. Schooners came up San Rafael Creek to First and C 
streets with loads of urns, fountains, sample monuments, granite walls and fences. DuBois had 
drawn up plans for a bell tower and an artesian well 2,000 feet deep.

In December 1879 the Marin Journal reported that Dr. DuBois had toured 42 cemeteries in the 
East to collect drawings, photos, maps, statistics on water supply and other cemetery best practices.

DuBois’ Folly
In the late 1800s cemeteries were designed as parks for picnics and Sunday outings. DuBois 

expected that the cemetery would be a favorite destination and built miles of access roads. As he 
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owned a portion of Red Hill, he hired Chinese laborers to build a zig-zag road up its heights to 
provide access from San Anselmo. Too steep for horse and buggy, the project gained the label “.”

The Mt. Tamalpais Cemetery was dedicated in August 1879. It eventually served some of San 
Rafael’s most prominent families, including the Dollars and the Boyds. In 1874 Dr. DuBois platted 
a development in Denver, Colorado, which he named San Rafael for his California home. He 
expanded this subdivision in 1882 and 1886 as demand increased for more lots. The area, located 
8 blocks northeast of downtown Denver, is now a heritage district on the National Register of 
Historic Places. An early advertisement described it as “beautifully located overlooking the city 
with a glorious view of the mountains.” Dr. DuBois died May 27, 1897 at age 55 of the typhoid 
fever he contracted in the Virginia swamps. Du Bois Street in San Rafael is named for another 
DuBois.

They Had A Ball in. Marin
Hosting and attending all sorts of parties were pastimes of 19th century Marin. Those who 

could afford to do so were creative with their themed events: garden parties, Valentine’s Day 
parties, Leap Year celebrations, “social hops,” fancy dress parties, and on and on. Surprise parties 
— and the announcement of their success in blindsiding the guest of honor — seem to have been 
extraordinarily popular, too.

Although they had been around for a few decades, 
calico parties, a sort of costume party in the later-1800s, 
had some notable rules as explained in the Los Angeles 
Herald of May 6, 1881.
1.  Every lady must appear in calico, having a necktie 

or rosette made from the same material.
2.  This remnant must be enclosed in an envelope 

[presented at the door upon entering].
3.  Each gentleman accompanied by a lady will receive 

a check.
4.  Gentlemen holding checks will be entitled to draw 

for an envelope.
5.  Each gentleman will choose a partner whose dress 

corresponds with the remnant in his envelope.
Newspapers make note of calico parties in nearly every 

corner of Marin. 
In some cases, the 
party served as a 
public fundraiser 
or was held on the 
occasion of a special 
event like an anni-
versary or birthday. 
In October of 1867, 
the Marin Journal 
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provided an almost comically detailed description of the calico party at the Nicasio Hotel that 
celebrated the new church in that town. Wreathes of soft curls intermingled with massive braids, 
floating muslin, and the plainer but more durable calicos, served to set off each other’s beauties. 

In 1891, the New York Star newspaper described another popular affair, the cobweb party. 
It required most if not all of the host’s home to be accessible to guests, and might take days to 
prepare, and an entire evening to complete.

“A central point in a house is selected, say the chandelier in the front parlor, and to this a number 
of strings [or yarn, ribbon, or twine] are attached, according to the number of guests who have 
been invited to take part in the game…. Then these strings are twisted about the chairs, around 
table legs, through keyholes, down-stairs into the dining room, out to the kitchen, upstairs again 
into the bedroom, and, in fact, all over the house. These strings make the cobweb. At the end of 
each is a prize, which acts as a stimulant to the guests, to each of whom a string is assigned, to 
follow his or her thread to its termination through its many devious and provoking intertwin-
ings…. When the guests get to following up the strings there is plenty of fun, as they meet in all 
parts of the house, cross and recross each other’s paths, get their feet tabled up in the threads, 
and have great many funny experiences.”

Sausalito News, October 12, 1901 A “cob web social” was given at the “spacious apartments of 
Anderson’s Opera House” in January 1893, according to the Sausalito News. Although Christmas 
had passed, the location was “tastefully decorated with palms and evergreens, while the mistletoe 
hung in artistic clusters….” Games, music and dancing continued throughout the evening, 
although “the more sedate indulged in ordinary conversation.”

Gatherings and parties of this era would often be underscored with two contradictory philoso-
phies: letting loose, and remaining respectable. The San Francisco Call of March 29, 1861 reported: 
Cobweb parties have a juvenile sound, but they are not for the enjoyment of rollicking youngsters but for 
the diversion of those who have learned, as the years increased, to rein in their animal spirits and to take 
their pleasure with a certain amount of self-control. …. It seems deliciously silly.
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The Massive and Luxurious Hotel Rafael (1888 -1929)



Chapter 1: Did You Know?   29

Plans for a fancy hotel began in 1886 when Robert Watt, a manager of the Swiss-American 
Bank, decided to sell his choice 21-acre property in Magnolia Valley near the current Dominican 
neighborhood. Fellow businessmen William Coleman, James Wilkins and James M. Donohue 
learned of the offer, which sparked their ideas for a luxury resort hotel.

The enormous 100-room five-story hotel sat regally framed by expansive grounds and 
gardens replete with a labyrinth and an abundance of rare plants. Facilities included a stable, 
tennis courts, bowling alleys, card and billiard rooms, a photography darkroom, a playground 
and donkey carts for the children. A 135-foot tall observatory provided 360-degree views of 
Marin’s countryside, Mt. Tamalpais, and the Bay. A staff of servants maintained the property 
year-round. 

San Rafael’s Victorian-style Hotel Rafael as a grand was opened in 1888 luxury retreat designed 
tempt wealthy San Franciscans away from the fog and cold summers, we are told. The five-story 
hotel was envisioned and financed by Bay Area magnates William Coleman, A.W. Foster, James 
Mervyn Donahue and William Babcock, who ensured that it had every amenity. 

There was even a hedge maze where young couples often conveniently “got lost”. In those 
early days guests would arrive beginning in May, crossing the Bay by ferry, then traveling by 
train from Tiburon. Some would stay all summer. The arrival of notable guests was listed in the 
Marin Journal, the local newspaper.

James M. Donohue was son of millionaire Peter Donohue, founder of the Union Iron Works 
and owner of the San Francisco and North Pacific Railroad. Peter Donohue had just completed 
his rail line from Santa Rosa to Tiburon via San Rafael. As the train linked to the Tiburon-San 
Francisco ferry, easy transport to the hotel promised huge profits. The men presented their plans 
at a meeting of San Rafael businessmen and offered subscriptions to the hotel project. Other 
investors joined, including A. W. Foster, former head of Northwestern Pacific Railroad, and 
Baron von Schroeder, a German aristocrat and husband of Peter Donohue’s daughter, Mamie. 

The founders aimed to make the Hotel Rafael the very best in the nation and spared no expense 
to add the most luxurious and modern features. The men presented their plans at a meeting of 
San Rafael businessmen and offered subscriptions to the hotel project. Other investors joined, 
including A. W. Foster, former head of Northwestern Pacific Railroad, and Baron von Schroeder, 
a German aristocrat and husband of Peter Donohue’s daughter, Mamie. San Rafael residents, 
particularly the business crowd, thrilled at the prospect of a fine hotel in their town. 

Grand Opening
The hotel opened to the public in June 1888 with great fanfare. Composer Robert Uhlig had 

composed a musical piece, “The Hotel Rafael March,” especially for the hotel’s grand opening. 
Advertised as 50 minutes by ferry and train from San Francisco in “the Switzerland of America,” 
the hotel gained immediate success.

Fine hotels in those days served as summer resorts, not just convenient short-term lodging. 
Many guests stayed for three months and returned each summer. Others were permanent residents. 
Guests enjoyed fine dining, dancing and the use of two-horse traps for jaunts throughout Marin. 
Room rates ranged from $1.50 per day to $15 for suites with weekly and monthly rates available.

After two years, German-descended aristocrat John Henry von Schroeder bought the hotel 
and doubled the number of guestrooms. (built, then sold in just 2 years’ time)? In 1900, the San 
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Francisco-based SF Call reported on accusations against the Baron, including excessive drinking 
and harassment of women. He sued the paper for libel after he was labeled “a sensuous satyr, a 
bawdy brute, and a danger to society” and the hotel was described as a “Dominion of Immorality”. 
Von Schroeder lost the suit, as well as its appeal in the California Supreme Court, and the negative 
press—combined with newfound mobility that allowed erstwhile guests to travel wherever on their 
own—took a toll on the Hotel Rafael. The Baron eventually closed the hotel and returned to Germany 
to fight in the First World War, and upon the entry of the United States in 1917, the hotel was 
seized as “alien property”. It was used as a hospital to treat victims of the 1918 influenza epidemic.  
 The hotel reopened under new management in 1920, but on July 29, 1928, a disgruntled former 
employee doused the third floor with kerosene and set the building alight, burning it to the grand 
edifice was incinerated in under three hours. (you will note throughout how many magnificent 
structures succumbed, so conveniently, to fires). Today, two entrance pillars to the stately grounds 
remain at the corner of Rafael Drive and Belle Avenue. 

They even hosted the Women’s National Lawn Tennis Championships just 3 years after 
construction and had grass lawn courts as well as hardcourts.

The Hotel Rafael tennis courts became 
internationally famous and many of the 
top players of America, Europe and 
Australia played there. Wilhelmina 
Gilbert, born in 1887, speaks of watching 
the tennis matches at the Hotel Rafael as 
a girl: “I used to walk out and sit there 
and watch May Sutton and Violet Sutton 
and the Sutton girls play tennis. And they 
were the first tennis players, women, who 
played like men.”

Martha Foster Abbot, daughter of 
Arthur W. Foster, recalls that “the Hotel 
Rafael was a beautiful building with 
wide verandas, graced with high-backed 

rocking chairs. I remember a gathering of 
riders on their beautiful mounts, mingling 
with a large group that had come to see 
them all. 

The hotel had a thick cypress maze and 
two paved tennis courts with shaded grand-
stands; tournaments were held there. And 
inside the impressive gates, the road led to 
the hotel proper, half-way up a grotto, always 
a mysterious and spooky place to us.”

Still in November 1907 Sunset Magazine 
featured the Hotel Rafael as “an attrac-
tive home resort in the suburbs of San 
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Francisco.” It has a “clubhouse and café, golf links, tennis court, 
croquet, children’s playgrounds, shaded walks, wide verandas, 
the winding driveways, the boats and baths of the bay…all out 
of doors.” 

After two years, the hotel’s profits were increasing along with 
a reputation as one of the best hotels in the West. When James 
Merwyn Donohue died unexpectedly in 1890, Baron von Schroeder 
purchased all the stock in the Hotel Rafael. He expanded the hotel 
to 200 rooms and made other improvements. On his San Francisco 
arrival in 1871, Baron von Schroeder had charmed members of the 

city’s wealthy social circles. A society column in the SF Call commented “During his residence 
in San Francisco, the Baron von Schroeder, of Hamburg, Germany, who married a daughter of 
Peter J. Donahue, of this city, has won many friends in the social world by his dignified bearing 
and unostentatious manners.” His nightly escapades with his brother Alex and wild parties at 
the Hotel Rafael caused the SF Call to call him “a sensuous satyr, a bawdy brute and a danger to 
society” in an article that called attention to the Baron’s wayward ways.

Von Schroeder then sued John D. Spreckels, owner of the SF Call, for libel and for $250,000 in 
damages. The case attracted enormous media attention, including the West Australian Sunday 
Times in Perth, and resulted in front page headlines in the SF Call: “Baron Von Schroeder Made 
the Hotel a Dominion of Immorality.” Witnesses recalled in detail the night that the Baron lured 
a just-married woman to Pastori’s in Fairfax for drinking, dancing and debauchery.

The trial was held in December 1900 in the San Rafael courthouse on Fourth Street with Judge 
F. M. Michael Angellotti presiding. The acclaimed defense attorney Delphin Michael Delmas 
defended Spreckels. The suit ended with a verdict in favor of Spreckels, and Von Schroeder lost 
his appeal to the California Supreme Court.

Von Schroeder’s dalliances undoubtedly tarnished the Hotel Rafael’s reputation. At the turn 
of the century, the Hotel Rafael’s popularity began a decline. The automobile also took away 
guests as families began to tour the countryside rather than stay put all summer in one resort. 

The Baron tried to sell the hotel but found no takers. Despite its cost to him of over $700,000, 
he offered the hotel to the city of San Rafael for $190,000 and then came World War I and the 
Spanish Flu. In 1909, after inheriting his father’s estate and title in Germany, the Baron closed the 
hotel. He was called back to Germany in August 1914 to fight in WWI. When the United States 
entered the war in 1917, the hotel became alien property. 

After the Armistice, it served as a hospital for those afflicted from the deadly Spanish flu 
vaxxine that spread worldwide in 1918 and killed more people than the tuberculosis it was said 
to ‘cure’. It reopened in 1921 and prospered into the 1920s. 

W.C. Jurgens, a hotelier from Oakland, was interested and able to take over the hotel and get 
it running again. The Marin Board of Supervisors gave Jurgens $2,000 to help advertise that the 
hotel was back in business. The Marin Journal of July 1, 1920 predicted success for the new Hotel 
Rafael, “It is a foregone conclusion that with its reopening the days of its former glory will be 
repeated. San Rafael will again become the mecca for society’s favorites who are looking for a 
pleasant ground which offers the best climate in the world, scenery that cannot be surpassed 
and automobile highways which radiate in all directions to beach and mountain and valley.” 
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Under Jurgens’ management, the Hotel Rafael flourished into the mid-20s. Many local orga-
nizations once again held functions there, and teens celebrated their proms on the spacious 
grounds. The hotel likely saw its share of illegal liquor during the Roaring Twenties, but no John 
Spreckels called attention to it.

On July 29, 1928, the hotel caught fire and burned down in three hours, despite the best efforts 
of firefighters. The staff rushed to evacuate the 150 guests, and no one died or was injured. At first 
the fire was thought to have started from faulty wiring, but later an angry employee confessed to 
arson. The vast property stood fallow for over 10 years until 1939 when developers bought it for 

$40,000 and subdivided it into residential lots.
Today two entrance pillars to the stately 

grounds remain at the corner of Rafael Drive 
and Belle Avenue. The story ends on a sour note. 
The Baron, having fought against America in 
World War I, died as an enemy of the United 
States, the Hotel property became a residential 
subdivision, and Lake San Rafael was never 
realized. At the corner of Rafael Drive and Belle 
Avenue two of the four original entrance pillars 
to the hotel grounds can still be seen, all that 
remains of the grand establishment.

The Night the Bay Fog and  
Marin Steam Ships Collided

This teacup and saucer represent and image of the ferry-
boat “San Rafael”. 

One of the most notorious nautical disasters in San Francisco 
Bay history took place on the foggy evening of November 30, 
1901, when two trans-bay ferryboats—the “San Rafael” and the 
“Sausalito”—collided in the darkness of the thick tule fog. The 
crash served as the inspiration for the opening scene in Jack 
London’s 1904 novel, “The Sea-Wolf”. When the “San Rafael” 
was just off Alcatraz Island, not long into its northbound 
run from San Francisco, it was gouged on the starboard side by the bow of the much larger and 
steel-hulled “Sausalito”, which crashed right into the dining room, sending passengers scurrying.  
 Both ships had issued directional whistles that were received by the other, though the crew of 
each was confused by their origin. The captains—John McKenzie of the “San Rafael” and W.T. 
Tribble of the “Sausalito”—and quick-thinking passengers connected the two ferries with a 
narrow plank most of the 200 passengers moved quickly off of the rapidly sinking “San Rafael”. 
The “San Rafael” sank in 20 minutes. Dozens were hurt, some seriously, and at least three passen-
gers perished in the cold waters that evening. A freight horse named Dick refused to cross the 
rickety makeshift bridge and he went down with the ship.

Both captains received short suspensions while the accident was under investigation, Tribble 
was ultimately dismissed from his post. The “Sausalito” still serves as the shore-bound Sportsman 
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Yacht Club in Antioch. Cup and saucer donated by Abby White, Daughter of John McKenzie, 
Captain of the “San Rafael”.

Marin Soda Works
In 1886, German immigrant Martin Petersen, a San Rafael grocer and druggist, opened the 

Marin Soda Works factory on the corner of First and D Streets. Tapping into the abundant spring 
water supply from San Rafael Creek.

In the 1880s, Martin Petersen created one of San Rafael’s most 
successful soda works, distributing products throughout California 
and the western states. A German immigrant from Schleswig, 
Germany, Petersen opened a bakery when he came to San Rafael in 
about 1872. He married Mary J. Kelly in 1877 and over time, their 
family grew to six children. The publication noted that Petersen 
manufactured his soda with a new, exclusive process that used 
pure bicarbonate of soda instead of marble dust. A common method 
of creating carbonated water at the time was to combine marble 
dust with sulphuric acid. Petersen went on to open a saloon on the 
corner of Broadway and Bolinas in Fairfax in 1894. He sold the 
Marin Soda Works to two other German immigrants, Eugene 
Klammer and Emil Malz in 1900, who merged the operation with 
their own Marin Bottling Works. After 1906 Malz ran the San 
Rafael operation alone until it was sold again to Edmund Meyer, 
owner of the Meyer Bottling Company, whose slogan was “It’s 
the water from the slopes of Mt. Tamalpais.” 

At the time, soda waters were considered health drinks. Phar-
macists first created these elixirs with curative powers by adding 
roots and herbs to carbonated water. Raspberry leaves, birch bark, 
dandelion, nettles and fruit juices gave flavor and therapeutic 
benefits. As the drinks became more popular, bottlers sought 
ways to package the products for wider distribution.

“The Private Country Club” of Bear Valley / 1890 
“The magnificent hunting territory of the Country Club” is described in a July 14, 1898 Marin 

Journal piece:

Bounded by the Pacific Ocean and Tomales Bay on three sides, and with its eastern border skirted 
by the pretty stream known as Olema Creek, there lies in Marin County, five and thirty miles from 
the city, a principality of 76,000 acres, belonging to the Old Shafter and Howard families, tenanted 
by the Country Club and dedicated to sport. By nature a preserve abounding in wild game and 
fish, systematic protection is now afforded to the indigenous species…. It was in the year 1890 that 
certain members of the Pacific Union Club interested in shooting and fishing took steps to form a 
separate institution for sporting purposes, and secured the shooting and fishing privileges of the 
Shafter and Howard ranches for the new organization which was formed as the Country Club.
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Today, hikers wandering down the 
Bear Valley Trail towards the beaches of 
Pt. Reyes National Seashore pass a large, 
lovely meadow on their left known as 
Divide Meadow. Emerging from the mixed 
forest of pine, oak and bay, visitors are 
greeted by the often-sundrenched meadow 
that can provide a sunny picnic or resting 
spot along the trail. 

In a previous life this meadow was 
home to the “The Country Club”, a private 
resort belonging to the wealthy, influential 
members of San Francisco’s Pacific Union Club. The City’s movers and shakers leased the land 
from the Shafter and Howard families in 1890 and built a luxurious Club House that offered fine 
dining, a billiard room and library, a social hall, 35 elegant rooms for overnight visitors, and 
a fully stocked stables and kennels. Members and their guests could hunt and hike on 76,000 
acres of pristine land, and fish in numerous lakes stocked with salmon, bass and trout. A San 
Francisco Call article in 1893 called The Country Club, “the premier sportsmen organization” of 
California and “the finest preserve in America.” 

A November 23, 1893 Marin Journal article elaborates further:
The hills and mountain sides abound in deer. 

The lakes are stocked with salmon, trout and 
bass. The clubhouse itself is beautifully located. 
From its broad verandahs the eye rests on large 
well-trimmed lawns in front, and beyond moun-
tains rise on every side…. The cuisine is excellent. 
Everything eatable and drinkable is at hand and 
prepared and served by skillful chefs and deft 
servants. If one has a mood to read, the library 
can supply him with every variety of literature…. 
The billiard tables are the best. The lounges 
are soft and wide. The fireplaces are cheerful 
caverns. In the social hall the head of a great bull moose lifts its immense antlers…. There are 
accommodations for thirty-five guests. The stables are well appointed with all kinds of vehicles, 
driving or saddle horses. In the kennels scores of dogs bay their welcome…. Membership of the 
club is limited to 125. Formerly the membership was limited to 100, but the pressure became so 
great that the number was increased.

Continuing, the Call reported that, “its immensity overpowers the visitor while the variety 
of game to be found causes him to pause in wonder.” The article waxed poetic in describing the 
Clubhouse’s interior as, “equipped with every possible luxury and convenience calculated to 
either secure the comfort or enjoyment of the members.” Membership in The Country Club was 
initially set at 100 but increased to 125 within two years. Twenty years later, however, member-
ship in The Country Club had dwindled to just a handful and the land was sold in 1919 by Julia 
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Shafter née Hamilton to San Francisco beer distributor and bottler, John Rapp, who planned to 
subdivide the land into smaller ranches. 

Napoleon’s Safe
The strong box of Joseph-Napoelon Bonaparte who was 

King of Spain, King of Corsica and Sicily and older brother 
of Emperor Napoleon I. How did Joseph Napoleon Bonaparte 
‘s strong box end up in Marin County? At the time of 
Napoleon’s defeat and exile in 1815, Joseph fled to the US, 
ultimately settling in New Jersey. He was accompanied by 
his longtime personal secretary, Louis Mailliard, who was 
entrusted with the strong box. 

No fewer than five of Napoleon’s seven siblings—and 
very nearly the “Little Corporal” himself—either lived in the 
United States or had children who did. Generally sharing 
Napoleon’s restless ambition, military prowess and knack 
for drama, these American Bonapartes even included a 
member of President Teddy Roosevelt’s cabinet. 

Upon Bonaparte’s death, Mailliard inherited 250 acres 
of farmland in New Jersey, $6,000 in stock in Pennsylva-
nia’s Union Canal, an annual lifetime pension of $400, a miniature portrait, and a gold watch. 
Following the deaths of Bonaparte and Maillard, the strong box came to California with Louis’ 
son, Adolph, who purchased the San Geronimo ranch sight unseen in 1867. Adolph Maillard’s 
family arrived in San Francisco the following year, eventually building a mansion in San Rafael, 
and settling in a ranch house in San Geronimo in 1873. 

Adolph Maillard was heavily indebted; he sold his ranch and left the strong box, which is so 
heavy that it requires a crew of people to move. The strong box is still inscribed with the faded 
letters of Joseph Bonaparte’s name. It was donated to the Marin History Museum in 1982 by 
Betty Gardner.

The White House Hippiedom House ~ Olompali Park
In 1834, a Miwok named Camilo Ynitia was 

awarded a land grant, and he built an adobe home 
on the property. But during the Civil War, when 
Ynitia’s grant was reneged upon, he sold the prop-
erty to James Black, who willed it to his daughter 
Mary and her husband, Galen Burdell, San Fran-
cisco’s first dentist. 

A major significant change occurred in 1911 
when James Burdell (Galen and Mary’s son) hired 
a contractor for the then princely sum of $15,000 to 
expand and convert the wood frame building into 
a 26-room mansion. Interior fireplaces and a second 
story veranda were added. A row of white columns 
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lined the façade toward the garden. The gabled roof was replaced with a flat roof, and stucco 
was applied to the exterior of the building. 

In 1967, a bearded houseboat developer turned hippie named Don McCoy leased the property, 
turned it into a commune and moved in a group who named themselves “the Chosen Family”; it 
soon became known as “the White House of Hippiedom.” Periodic tenants included Janis Joplin, 
Grace Slick, the Grateful Dead and a five-year-old girl named Courtney Michelle Harrison, now known 
as the rock star Courtney Love. But sometime after midnight on February 2, 1969, a devastating 
electrical fire ruined all the fun. No one was hurt (reportedly, the tenants were at a rock concert), 
yet all was lost, all, that is, except the plastered exterior. It still stands, located in what is now 
called Olompali State Historic Park.

Women’s Suffragist Movement
In 1908, a group of suffragists founded the California Woman’s Undertaking Company, the 

first such business run entirely by women in California. Founders included Mrs. Lillian Harris 
Coffin, a Mill Valley resident and president of the Equal Suffrage League of San Francisco. Other 
women founders included Mrs. Mary Cornwall, Mrs. Emma Shertzer, Mrs. Ella S. Mitchell, and 
Mrs. Elizabeth Ruth, all ardent suffragists. The Mill Valley Independent announced the company’s 
formation in March 1909, reporting that stockholders included several women from Mill Valley 
and that all the prominent women’s clubs of San Francisco and around the Bay had endorsed the 
new endeavor. No men would be connected with the venture, except an attorney and the hearse 
drivers. The women promoted their services as a kinder, gentler approach to undertaking. The 
Independent reported that:

“The plan is to follow out the old Egyptian and 
Hebrew idea that women, and only women, should 
care for the dead. The tenderness, gentleness and 
respect that we wish to secure for our loved ones who 
have passed away can only be assured, say the women 
reformers, through a capable, refined and scientific 
woman undertaker and embalmer.”

Mrs. Cornwall described the progressive approach 
the women planned to take with their funeral parlor. 
“We shall do away with everything gruesome and 
sombre. In place of the conventional blacks, so 
deeply depressing, we will use only shades of gray 
and lavender.” The undertaking parlor was to be 
decorated in beautiful tones of gray to accompany 
the gray hearse and drivers’ gray coats and hats. 
Mrs. Coleman continued,

“The rooms where the services are held will be 
warm and cheerful instead of cold, damp and dark. In fact, we shall put forth every effort to 
make this final ceremony one not to be dreaded-one that will brighten instead of intensify the 
sorrow for loved ones gone.”
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Nine-year-old Jenny Fulle pulled her blonde hair into a baseball cap and 
went to sign up to play baseball with Mill Valley Little League 45 years 
ago. But even disguised as a boy, Fulle was turned away when asked for 
her birth certificate. Girls were banned from playing in the league.After 
writing a letter of discontent to President Richard Nixon and fighting a 
one-year battle to play ball with the boys in Little League, she became 
the first girl in the United States to legally play in the organization. Fulle 
began playing baseball at 5 years old. She played pick-up games in her 
Mill Valley neighborhood and spent weekends at the ball park. She 
recalls neighborhood girls picking flowers as she played ball with the 
boys. “Most of the girls had no interest in playing,” Fulle said. “They’d 
be picking flowers and making daisy chains. I wanted to be serious.” 

At eight years old, Fulle knew she wanted to play on Little League. The next year, knowing girls 
were unable to play, she dressed as a boy, hoping to join. She was rejected. She tried again the next 
year but was turned away again. The National Organization for Women contacted Fulle after a 
newspaper wrote about her story. The group’s Marin chapter president said because local Little 
League teams used city-owned parks in Mill Valley, the city was supporting discrimination by 
allowing the baseball league to use public land. The city’s parks and recreation commission took 
on the issue in June 1973. The commission voted on whether to bar groups discriminating on the 
basis of sex from city parks. The motion failed on a 3-2 vote. The City Council took on the issue 
days after the parks and recreation commission’s vote. Dressed in a T-shirt, jeans and a baseball 
cap, Fulle attended the meeting with representatives from the National Organization for Women 
and the American Civil Liberties Union.In a standing-room-only chamber, the council voted to 
continue allowing Little League to play at Boyle Park. But the organization could not come back 
the following year unless it allowed girls to play. The decision was overturned months later. 

The council changed its decision after Marin Little League representatives told the council the 
national organization was taking steps to integrate the league. Pressure from the city’s Human 
Rights Board prompted the council to reverse its decision in April 1974. The council agreed to bar 
any groups discriminating on the basis of sex from city facilities. Little League would have no 
where to play after July 1.Wanting Fulle to have a chance to play ball that year, an ACLU lawyer 
took the issue to court. Only days after the ACLU filed the lawsuit, Marin Superior Court Judge 
Joseph Wilson signed an order preventing Mill Valley Little League from keeping Fulle from 
joining. Fulle took to home plate as a Little Leaguer only hours after the ruling.“I just wanted to 
play baseball,” Fulle said. “I got to play. I was happy for that.

One of Fulle’s teammates expressed pleasant surprise with the new girl on his team. “I thought 
we’d have a crappy girl, but she’s good,” Jess Alan, 10, said in an April 11, 1974, article in the 
Marin Independent Journal. Lisa Kift, a Mill Valley Little League board member, said Fulle’s fight 
paved the way for her. She joined Mill Valley Little League only five years after Fulle played.

The “Black Hole” of Marin
The canyon of Big Carson Creek, near the center of Marin County, is one of the most secluded 

and rarely-visited areas in the county, at least four miles from the nearest trailhead. With its 
sources on Pine Mountain, the creek drops westward through steep and deeply-forested hills. 
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In 1954, the lower parts of the canyon were flooded by Kent Lake. 
Few people are familiar with this remote canyon, and even fewer 
know its dark history.

In the late nineteenth century, Big Carson Canyon was known 
as “The Black Hole of Marin” for the numerous strange characters 
and mysterious tragedies that were associated with it. It had a very 
dark reputation as a lawless place where violence and sudden 
death were common. 

The land, originally part of Rancho San Geronimo, was then 
owned by Adolph Mailliard, who established a logging camp in 
the redwood groves high in the canyon. Mailliard employed John 
Enos as foreman for the camp. Enos hired a gang of men to log the 
giant redwoods that lined the creek. The felled trees were cut into 
sections that could be dragged by oxen down a rough skid road to 
San Geronimo, then on to sawmills at Larkspur Landing. In 1892, 
logger Antony Lujar, a Marianas Islander, got into a fight at the 
camp with fellow logger Marcus Pisa and stabbed him to death. 
Lujar was apprehended, convicted, and sent to San Quentin for eight years for manslaughter. 
After three deaths in four years, Big Carson Canyon was well-known throughout the county as 
“The Black Hole of Marin,” a lawless place where desperate men killed each other. So no one 
was too surprised when in 1899 yet another logger went missing. 

Most of these men were young, but one was not. His name was Henry Hazen Abbott. He 
had been born to a good family in Newbury, Vermont in 1830. He and his brother John came to 
Pacheco, California in 1855. For some years he cut wood to run the steam engines for Samuel 
Taylor’s paper mill, then returned to splitting pickets for Mailliard. He lived up at the logging 
camp and built a lean-to inside a massive hollow redwood, where he lived for thirteen years. He 
was argumentative and didn’t like strangers and became generally known as “The Crazy Man 
of Lagunitas Creek.”

In the summer of 1898, a hunter encountered him at his tree cabin and to his astonishment 
recognized the old man as his former neighbor from Pacheco, a man he had thought dead for 
thirty years. Once his identity became public, Abbott left his tree home and moved to Nicasio. 
As his foreman at the logging camp later said, “He was one of the most troublesome fellows I 
ever saw, and I opine nobody is sorry he is gone. The old man was a hard nut, but he was the 
hardest worker for a man 70 years old I ever run across in all my time.” Henry Abbott died in 
1906, aged 75, and is buried in Mount Tamalpais Cemetery.
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Huge World Fairs in San Francisco 1894 & 1915

San Francisco’s First World’s Fair 1894… 
Dedicated to the Wonders of California.

Very little remains of the extraordinary 
Midwinter Exposition installation of 1894. 
The fair opened on January 27, 1894 on 160 
acres at the park’s center, dubbed The Sunset 
City. The site is now Golden Gate Fields. 180 
buildings had been constructed in record time 
to showcase all of California’s counties as well 
as selected foreign countries and other states. 

The brainchild of the San Francisco Chron-
icle’s publisher Michael de Young, who had 
been inspired and delighted by the White 
City of Chicago’s 1893 World’s Columbian 
Exposition, San Francisco’s first World’s Fair 
was executed from dream to reality in less 
than six months. It is now where Golden Gate 
Fields are off 19th Avenue. 

The center of the fair was in the area 
now known as the Music Concourse, then 
nearly unrecognizable except for the general 
contours. 

At its center, an Eiffel-Tower-inspired Elec-
tric Tower rose 266 feet, offering intrepid 
climbers a bird’s eye view of the fair and the 
early park. The fair buildings represented 
various exotic cultural and architectural 
influences, from minarets and Indian fanta-
sies to Spanish mission style. Tree-loving 
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park superintendent John McLaren 
was reportedly none too thrilled about 
the hijacking of his new parkland for 
commercial venture, but he begrudg-
ingly relented. 
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Eskimo Village The Eskimo Village was three acres large and 
featured native Inuit from Labrador, Canada. The Inuit villagers 
in the exhibit lived in huts designed to look like igloos and seal-
skin tents. Visitors to the exhibit could ride on a dog-drawn sled 
around a circular track. 

Oriental Village The Oriental Village featured Turkish, Greek, 
Algerian, and Egyptian cultures. The central axis of the exhibit 
was Cairo street, based on an Egyptian market street. The 
street was lined by storefronts and inhabited by shopkeepers 
and people paid to enact daily street life, including a fortune-
teller. Beyond the Egyptian-inspired Cairo street was a Turkish 
Theater and Dance hall, which featured performances by Turkish 
dancers. Outside the front of the building, a small bazaar-style 
marketplace where Turkish, Greek, and Algerian vendors sold 
various wares. 

Hawaiian Village The 
centerpiece of the Hawaiian 
Village was a cyclorama 
painted to look like an 
erupting Mount Kilauea 
where performers danced, 
chanted, and performed 
religious rituals daily for the 
visitors. Also included in 
the exhibit were grass-cov-

ered bamboo huts, the Hawaiian Palace, coffee trees, hula 
dancers, and a display depicting the history of the Hawaiian 
Kamehameha dynasty as well as showcasing various weapons 
of war. A rectangular artificial lake was dug out in the southern 
corner of the exhibit, providing an area for the exhibit’s inhabitants to showcase canoe maneuvers 
to visitors. The Hawaiian Palace was furnished with imported Hawaiian furniture and wares.
Again, we must question everything. So, the elaborate fair was created with only labor to move 
massive dirt and trees, and was only open for 6 months, yet had some 2.5 million visitors who 
had to get to the 3-sided island of San Franciso while communicating with nations all over the 
world to send their people, their culture and their native belongings to show case for the new 
Argonauts who just arrived in San Francisco for their entertainment? Then torn down except for 
a few buildings, just like the next massive exhibition in 1915 on the Marina in San Francisco Bay.
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The 1915 Pan-Pacific World Exhibition at Chrissy Field 
& Just 9 years after the Most Devasting Earthquake in History! 
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Open for 9 months and Then Destroyed to Make Chrissy Field!
Just nine years after the devastating 1906 earthquake, San Francisco 

staged the 1915 Panama-Pacific International Exposition, celebrating the 
opening of the Panama Canal in August, 1914 and showing more than 
18 million visitors from around the world that it remained “the city that 
knew how.” Understandably, the universal reaction of fairgoers was “a 
sense of wonder.” 

Amazingly, there were no bridges across the San Francisco Bay and 
the population of San Francisco, still reeling from the major 1906 Earth-
quake, was estimated to be under 200,000 people, yet it is said that 18.8 
million visitors attended in just 9 months, including a US President!

Where they all lodged is unknown. How they communicated world-
wide to bring exhibitions to the Fair is also unkown. Why they tore it 
down right after the fair to leave as a grass field today, is unknown.

This world’s fair was said to have been designed to showcase the 
city’s resurgence and celebrate the completion of the Panama Canal. During the next nine months, 
18,876,438 visitors passed under a banner declaring “California Invites the World” to visit pavilions 
featuring far-flung states, including Montana, Illinois, Massachusetts and New York, and more than 
twenty even further-flung countries such as France, Denmark, Portugal, Australia, Cuba, and Japan. 
 Contemporary luminaries like Thomas Edison, Harry Houdini, Henry Ford, William “Buffalo Bill” Cody, 
John Phillips Sousa, Charlie Chaplin, and former President Theodore Roosevelt all made appearances.  
The Marin County exhibit included images of the county’s natural features and agricultural 
output. A quote from Sir Francis Drake was featured, describing the land as “A goodly country and 
fruitfull soyle stored with many blessing fit for the life of man” Sir Francis Drake June 17, 1579.” 

Full text of plaque reads: “PRESENTED TO MARIN COUNTY CALI-
FORNIA BY THE PANAMA”PACIFIC INTERNATIAL EXPOSITION IN 
RECOGNITION MARIN’s CO-OPERATION MARCH 11TH. 1915 SAN 
FRANCISCO”

The building of the canal itself was, of course, an incredible feat: Over 50 
years in the making, it was dubbed “The 13th Labor of Hercules.” And so was 
the creation of the Exposition, beginning with the replacement of 300,000 
cubic yards of fill to create land for the site from what had formerly been 
San Francisco Bay and is now San Francisco’s Marina district. 



44  The History of Marin County That Has Never Been Told

The fair, like many of the fairs of the day, were incredible spectacles that would be nearly 
impossible to recreate today. Consider just a few notable aspects: 

1. The fair featured a reproduction of the Panama Canal that covered five acres. Visitors 
rode around the model on a moving platform, listening to information over a telephone 
receiver. 

2. The first trans-continental telephone call was made by Alexander Graham Bell to the fairgrounds 
before the fair opened, and a cross-country call was made every day the fair was open. 

3.  The ukelele (originally a Portugese instrument but adopted by the Hawaiians) was first 
played in the United States at the 1915 fair, creating a ukelele craze in the 1920s. 

4.  An actual Ford assembly line was set up in the Palace of Transportation and turned out 
one car every 10 minutes for three hours every afternoon, except Sunday. 4,400 cars were 
produced during the Exposition. The entire area was illuminated by indirect lighting by 
General Electric. The “Scintillator,” a battery of searchlights on a barge in the Bay, beamed 
48 lights in seven colors across San Francisco’s fog banks. If the fog wasn’t in -- no problem: 
A steam locomotive was available to generate artificial fog. 

Several acre scale exhibition 
model of the Panama Canal
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Personalities abounded: Thomas Edison and Henry Ford were honored at a luncheon; Edison 
had perfected a storage battery that was exhibited at the fair. A pre-teen Ansel Adams was a 
frequent visitor. The Liberty Bell made a cross-country pilgrimage from Philadelphia to be 
displayed at the fair. Notables, such as Thomas Edison, were often photographed with the bell. 

This grouping was crowned by an Italianate main tower known as the Tower of Jewels, which 
was adorned with 102,000 glass gems (Novagems, in the parlance of the period) that sparkled 
when swayed by the wind (Jeweled watch fobs, rings, pins and other objects were popular souve-
nirs). The block also included several magnificent courts: The Court of the Universe, the Court of 
Abundance, and the Court of the Four Seasons. While the buildings appeared substantial, they were 
intended to last only for a year, after which they would be demolished. The Palace of Fine Arts 
underwent a major restoration in the 1960s. 

Lighting at the Fair in 1915
Lighting at the fair was the crowning achievement. 

W.D’Arcy, who was called “the Aladdin of the 1915 
City Luminous,” was loaned to the Exposition by a 
young General Electric company eager to promote 
the miracles of its technology. Never before had an 
attempt been made to light an exposition as this one 
was lighted. 

The massive exhibition area was illuminated at 
night by indirect lighting of the softest, warmest, and 

mellowest of colors, all seemingly without source. The radiance of the 43 story Tower of Jewels 
came from huge searchlights aimed at it from a circle of hidden stations. Perhaps the most exqui-
site and dazzling feature of the fair, the Tower, with its 102,000 pieces of glittering multicolored cut 
Bohemian glass, refracted and reflected both sunlight and nighttime illumination. 

The many-colored fan of enormous rays, the Scintillator, which stood against the sky behind 
the Exposition, was produced by a searchlight battery of thirty-six great projectors mounted on 
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the breakwaters of the Yacht Harbor. It was manned nightly by a company of marines, who manipulated 
the fan of lights in precise drills at night. 

Around the walls of the palaces stood tall Venetian masts, topped with shields or banners. 
Concealed behind the heraldic emblems were powerful magnesite arc lamps. Other concealed 
lights gleamed through the waters of the fountains. In the Court of the Universe they were white, 
in the Court of the Seasons green, and in the Court of the Ages they were red. The palaces them-
selves were not externally illuminated at night, though they appeared to be lighted internally. 
Behind each window and doorway were hung strings of lights backed by reflectors. 

The illumination was at its best on a misty night when the moisture in the air provided a screen 
to catch the colored lights and create the effect of an aurora overhead. If natural fog wasn’t present 
to supply this background for the great beams of the Scintillator, clouds were created by Marines 
stationed on ships on the SF bay to create artificial fog for the desired effects.

The monumental exhibition palaces formed a core that held together two outer and very different 
zones of the Exposition. At the western end beyond the Palace of Fine arts were exhibition halls 
built by participating countries and states. At the eastern end was a 65 acre amusement park and 
concession district called The Zone. 

Altogether, the Fair occupied 635 acres..approximately 76 city blocks. The total construction cost 
was about $15,000,000, and the project consumed over 100 million board feet of lumber. Please 
Remember, this was just nine years after the Great San Francisco Earthquake of 1906. 

The Palace of Machinery, styled after the Roman Baths of Caracalla, was the largest wood and 
steel building in the world at that time. It measured nearly a thousand feet in length, 367 feet 
in width and was 136 feet high. More than 2,000 exhibits were displayed inside on two miles 
of aisles. The soldiers and sailors of Uncle Sam’s 1915 Army and Navy could have fit into the 
Machinery Palace with room to spare. 

Aviator Lincoln Beachey flew through the building before it 
was completed in the first-ever indoor flight. His speed through 
the building -- a blazing 40 miles per hour.

The Column of Progress commanded the entire north front 
of the Exposition. Symmes Richardson, the architect drew his 
inspiration from Trajan’s Column in Rome. It completed the 
symbolism of the Exposition’s 
sculpture and architecture, as 

the joyous Fountain of Energy at the other end of the north-
south axis began it. 

The Palace of Horticulture designed by Bakewell and Brown 
is the largest and most splendid of the garden structures. Byzan-
tine in its architecture it suggested the Mosque of Ahmed I at 
Constantinople. 

This was the palace of the bounty of nature; its adornment 
symbolized the rich yield of California fields. The Palace of 
Education combined Spanish Renaissance and Moorish designs. 
In the Tympanum above the central portal, sculptor Gustav Gerlach created the group “Educa-
tion.” In the center, the teacher sits with her pupils under the Tree of Knowledge; on the left, 
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the mother instructs her children; on the right the young man, his school days past, works out a 
problem in science. Thus, the group depicts the various stages of education. 

The California Building designed by Thomas H. Burditt was by far the largest state building 
ever erected at the time. From its façade, Fray Junipero Serra looks over a charming garden which 
represents the private of Santa Barbara Mission, but this Mission style building was grander 
than those built by the padres of California. It covered five acres! Inside walls were hung with 
tapestries loaned by Mrs. Phoebe A. Hearst. Displays from the fifty-eight California counties 
were presented. 

Color was a major unifying element in the design of the Exposition. Jules Guerin a colorist, 
painter, and designer oversaw the Exposition’s color schemes. He created a specially blended 
gypsum and hemp plaster material in hues of old ivory that mimicked the travertine marble 
used in ancient Rome. This plaster was applied over most of the buildings, statues, and walls. 
Eight accent colors were used throughout the Exposition: 

French green for garden lattices
Deep cerulean blue in recessed panels and ceiling vaults
Pink-orange for flagpoles
Pinkish-red flecked with brown for the background of colonnades
Golden-burnt-orange for moldings and small domes
Terra cotta for other domes
Gold for statuary
Antique green for urns and vases.

Very romantic and ornate sculptures were typical of the era and profusely adorned the Fair 
and its structures. Karl Bitter, Director of the Department of Sculpture, and A. Stirling Calder, 
the Exposition’s acting chief of sculpture, commissioned more than fifteen hundred sculptures 

from artists around the world. These stood on columns, in niches, in fountains, and as free-
standing groups throughout the Expositions. In the South Garden was the Calder Fountain of 
Energy. Resting in the center of the pool and supported by a circle of figures representing the 
dance of the oceans, is the Earth, surmounted by a figure of Energy, the force that dug the canal 
with Fame and Victory blowing bugles from their shoulders. 

Bernard Maybeck, the designer of the Palace of Fine Arts, believed that architecture here in 
California, to be beautiful, needed only to be an effective background for landscape. He was able 
to achieve this end in his design. The sweeping arc of the building on the shore of the lagoon 
is a mere backdrop for the trees and plants. The central rotunda ‘s entablature contains Bruno 
Louis Zimm’s three panels representing “The Struggle for the Beautiful.” On an altar before the 
rotunda knelt Robert Stackpole’s figure of Venus, representing the Beautiful to whom all art is 
servant. Robert Louis Zimm created the panel in front of the altar on pictured Genius, the source 
of inspiration. Above, in the dome, Robert Reid’s eight murals symbolize the conception and 
birth of art, its commitment to the earth, and its progress and acceptance by the human intellect. 

A three-acre Japanese garden was created at the south entrance to the Fine Arts Palace. This 
garden was comprised of rocks up to three tons in weight, 25,000 square feet of turf, 1300 trees, 4400 small 
plants, and tons of small stones and gravel brought from Japan. The Golden Pavilion, a copy of 
a Japanese temple, and two graceful teahouses were located within this Japanese garden, which 
was staffed largely by the government of Japan. 
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As Ben Macomber in his book The Jewel City states, “No other of the palaces would wear so 
well in its beauty if it were set up for the joy of future generations. It would be a glorious thing 
for San Francisco if the Fine Arts Palace could be made permanent in Golden Gate Park.” As we 
know his words were heeded and the Palace of Fine Arts still stands in all of its beauty, albeit in 
its original site, rather than in Golden Gate Park. 

The Palace of Fine Arts contained what the International Jury declared to be the best and most 
important collection of modern art that had been yet assembled in America. The war in Europe 
did prevent some countries like Russia and Germany from sending art works, it led other coun-
tries such as France and Italy to send more than they might otherwise have sent. 

Ernest Coxhead, the San Francisco architect who designed the home of Dr. Thomas Williams 
that now houses the Museum of American Heritage, was instrumental in developing the detailed 
plans for the 1915 Exposition. His plans were presented to 

the US Congress in 1911 during the competition between San Francisco and New Orleans as 
to which city would have the privilege of hosting the celebration of the opening of the Panama 
Canal. 

Can you imagine how fun this must have been? But who built it so fast and with such incred-
ible designs?

Gold coins minted for the fair that was held for 
just 9 months time? 

Imported palm trees and gas lamps, 
intracately designed towers along with 
pefectly manicured landscapes and 
immacuately clean walkways…but 
rarely any people in the images. Why 
and how did they take these photo-
graphs when the fair operated daily? 
Where did the get all the engineers, 
laborers, florists, landscapers, etc. just 
9 years after the Great SF Earthquake 
devasted the city?
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The 20 Ton Opus 500 Grand Organ
Beneath San Francisco’s Civic Center Plaza, in a windowless 

bunker called Brooks Hall, a 40-ton pipe organ gathers dust. 
Known variously as the Exposition Organ and Opus 500, the 
century-old instrument was a mechanical and musical wonder 
when it was unveiled in 1915, the seventh-largest organ in 
the world.“ The city of San Francisco, this pretentious fishing 
village, has never respected its own heritage or history.”

Back then, thousands of people a day attending the Pana-
ma-Pacific International Exposition applauded its soaring 
crescendos and rib-rattling swells. Today, the organ’s 7,500 
pipes and countless other parts sit silent and in pieces, packed 
into boxes and crates spread across 3,600 square feet of concrete, 
basement floor—in some places, the crates are stacked 12 feet 
high. 

Built expressly for the Panama-Pacific, which ran from February to December of 1915, the organ 
was first housed in Festival Hall, a domed, 3,782-seat, Beaux Arts pile of plaster and burlap that 
filled and emptied twice a day with enthusiastic crowds eager to hear the great English organ 
virtuoso, Edwin Lemare, who performed 121 concerts on the organ when it was housed in Festival 
Hall in 1915. He was paid a then-staggering $10,000 to play the instrument, whose keys and stops 
were faced with ivory. At the close of the Exposition, when most of the temporary structures 
built for the world’s fair were destroyed, the instrument was moved to the city’s new Exposition 
Auditorium, which was built across town near City Hall and paid for with surplus funds from 
the Exposition. Shortly after its construction, the building was renamed Civic Auditorium and 
is now known as Bill Graham Civic Auditorium.

Sculptures at the Fair
Sculpture was an integral part of the Panama-Pacific International Exposition. A Stirling Calder 

was the acting chief of sculpture, and under his direction was a large staff of skilled workmen, 
hired to turn out thousands of sculptures and decorations. These works were made of plaster 
and tinted to match or compliment the buildings. 

End of the Native Californio’s “Celebrated” at the Fair
“The End of the Trail” by James Earle Fraser was one of the most 

popular and poignant works of art at the fair. It showed an Indian astride 
his exhausted horse, representing the Native American natives defeat by 
the Euro White Americano invaders. This was the capstone of the defeat 
of the native tribes of California as a trophy piece, no doubt! 

Many other notable sculptures were also created: 
• Robert Aikens depicted man’s progress from birth to death in the 

“Fountain of the Earth.
• A.A. Weinmann’s statues “The Rising Sun” and “The Setting Sun” 

were placed in the” Court of the Universe.
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• Daniel Chester French’s statue depicted an angelic figure with its creation of man and 
woman below.

• In front of The Tower of Jewels stands his joyous “Fountain of Energy” a depiction of the 
union of the Atlantic and Pacific by the Panama Canal. He also created the “Star Maidens” 
that adorned the Tower of Jewels.

• The sculpture “Nations of the West” was located in the Courtyard of the Universe, atop the 
Arch of the Setting Sun. This sculpture, the joint work of A. Sterling Calder, Leo Lentelli, 
and F. G. R. Roth was comprised of figures representing an American Indian, pioneers 
gathered around the Prairie Schooner, and the figures of Mother of Tomorrow and Spirit 
of Enterprise. 

Industrial displays
The Exposition emphasized contemporary events and technology from the previous decade. 

The moving-picture machine was extensively used to illustrate industrial progress in various 
exhibits, and the presence of both mechanical and electrical devices was larger than life in 
many cases. Exhibits in the Palace of Machinery showcased Diesel engines, water-driven power 
plants and numerous electrical motors and communication devices. 

On opening day, President Woodrow Wilson started, by wireless, the Diesel-driven gener-
ator (where did the get diesel fuel back then?) that supplied all of the direct current used 
in the Palace. The Underwood Exhibit in the Palace of Liberal Arts featured a $10,000 type-
writer, “an exact reproduction of the machine you will eventually buy.” It was 1728 times 
larger than the standard Underwood typewriter and weighed 14 tons. News stories were 
typed on it daily. But the greatest amount of space was given to labor saving devices, safety 
inventions and machines that increased the comfort (if not the comfort level) of humanity. 
The overwhelming theme was that machines would play a major role in making life more 
comfortable and enjoyable. 

Agriculture
Today we consider agriculture an industry, but the typical fair-goer of 1915 considered the 

growing of ornamental plants and foodstuffs two separate endeavors, neither of them “indus-
trial”. The Fair reflected this outlook, incorporating three display halls related to the growing 
and production of agricultural products: The Palace of Horticulture, the Forestry building, 
and the Palace of Agriculture. The Palace of Agriculture had a distinct “State Fair” flavor, with 
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displays of farm products and awards for products of high quality. This Palace was promi-
nently located at the northwest corner of the Court of the Universe. The Palace of Horticulture 
displayed beautiful flowers and ornamental plants and was located adjacent to the Palace of 
Forestry near the Baker Street entrance to the Fairgrounds. As might be expected, the Forestry 
building was concerned with the growing of trees and the production of lumber. 

The Entertainments ~ “The Zone”
No fair is complete without its sideshow, and the fair’s eastern 

section, known as “The Zone”, occupied a space the equivalent of seven 
city blocks in area and contained a variety of entertainments, rides, 
commercial stands, souvenir shops, and other typical fair staples. 

However, some of the things to be found in the zone were very 
untypical, including the “Aeroscope”, a ride that consisted of a small 
two-story structure mounted on the end of a 285-foot swing-arm. It 
was designed and built by Joseph Strauss, the designer and builder 
of the Golden Gate Bridge. Riders were treated to an aerial view of 
the fair and nearby San Francisco. It was especially spectacular at 
night. Another popular ride circled a five-acre operating model of 
the Panama Canal. 

For their 50-cent admission, passengers occupying one of the hundred 
chairs circling the model on elevated tracks could learn about the canal 
through earphones during their 

half-hour ride. The soundtrack came from a phonograph. 
Fairgoers could also observe babies (real) in incubators, 
experience a rowdy 49’ers prospecting camp (not spring 
training), and a submarine ride. They could choose to be 
entertained, awed, scared, impressed and fed at a seemingly 
inumerable number of rides, restaurants and concessions. 
Other entertainments might be experienced throughout the 
fair area, including air shows, concerts, demonstrations of 
arts, crafts and and national culture. The air shows were 
quite popular, drawing crowds of 10,000 or more spec-
tators, although 
daredevil pilot 
Lincoln Beachy 
was killed during 
one of the air exhi-
bitions when his 
plane experienced 
a structural failure 
and crashed. 
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And San Diego, CA held a massive Exhibition/Fair at the exact same time! Why?

Lights Out and Demolished 
So the question has to be asked once again..how did 18 million people attend the exhibition? 

Where did they lodge, how did they transport, how were they notified of the fair?
The final midnight arrived, the last music, “Taps”, was played from the Tower of Jewels, the 

last fairgoer departed, and the lights of the 1915 World’s Fair went out forever. The Tower of 
Jewels, built at a cost of $413,000, was sold to a demolition firm for $9,000.

Individual jewels were sold to souvenir hunters for a dollar each. Some 
prominent statues, including “Nations of the East” and “Nations of the 
West”, were not salvageable and were destroyed along with the arches on 
which they were mounted. By 1917, the work was done, with structures 
demolished and the land (or the landfill, at least) was restored. Over $900,000 
was realized from the salvage effort. Between February 20, 1915 (opening 
day) and December 4, the closing day, over 18 million people passed through 
the entrance gates of the 1915 Panama-Pacific International Exposition. The 
Fair generated the funds to construct San Francisco’s Civic Auditorium, 
and an additional $1,000,000 surplus, as well. 
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Marin’s First Commercial Farms
(this one’s for you Melicious ☺)

Farming started in the 1840s on Juan Cooper’s Mexican land grant where Indian tenants tended 
to the “cultivation of … corn, beans, peas, potatoes, barley, wheat, pumpkins and watermelons” 
in the vicinity of the Ross town border, very likely Granton Park. Theodor Cordua invested 
heavily in a commercial farm to “victual” visiting whalers and warships in 1846–47; his farm 
would become Kent Woodlands a century later.

Not until Ross Landing had been settled did farms develop that catered to the growing local 
populace. Giovanni and Luigi Chiappari’s 14-acre vegetable garden served the village and points 
beyond, and while it wasn’t known exactly what they grew and whether the farm continued 
by another operator after they sold it in 1887, theirs was the first known farm of any size in the 
later nineteenth century. 

The lower portion of George Butler’s fine estate, twelve acres bounded by the creek, the county 
road and the railroad tracks, served as a picturesque hayfield for many years, at least until 1920. 
Albert Kent, who retired to Ross Landing in 1873, proved to be one of the more prominent 
farmers at Ross Landing. He employed a full-time manager and farm workers who planted 20 
acres of the former Cordua farm with grapes, grains and vegetables. A dairy provided milk to 
the Kent estate and its neighbors well into the twentieth century, and the locally famous and 
beloved annual Grape Festival drew hundreds to the estate to raise funds for a nearby orphanage. 
Although farming at the Kent estate slowed down after the turn of the century, Lena Corvi Fassi 
remembered the 1920s and 1930s on the estate: “They had their own little farm, their own little 
garden,” she recalled. “Mr. Capella did all that, not only did he do the flowers, but I think he 
did the vegetables also.” 

Farming disappeared altogether with the development of Kent Woodlands starting in the 
1930s. In collaboration with William Kent’s son, Thomas, and Kentfield resident Jonathan Webb, 
German-born horticulturalist Richard Diener established a commercial and experimental nursery 
on Kent property between Adaline E. Kent School and Corte Madera Creek, sometime in the 
early ‘teens. Called the Kentfield Nurseries of the Richard Diener Company, Inc., Plant and Seed 
Growers, Diener at first specialized in gladiolas, pansies, carnations, geraniums and cannas. He 
became well known and successful for his development of a number of varieties of fine petunias 
starting around 1918 (including one called Ruffled Monster, available in twelve colors), filling 
large lath greenhouses with plants exclusively for seed production. 

There were also flowers named for members of the Kent family. Diener’s gladiola work produced 
varieties “three times the size of old ones,” according to one of his advertisements. His gladioli 
caused a sensation at the Panama Pacific Exposition in San Francisco in 1915. Having immigrated 
to the United States in 1903 when he was 25 years old, Diener lived alone on the growing grounds. 
He did practically all of the work himself, with limited help from women in the community. It 
appears that the Kent family invested in the business, but to what extent is not known.

Diener also worked on the south end of the Kent estate that had been part of William Murray’s 
land until the 1870s; hence the name Murray Field (now lower Rancheria Road). Diener grew 
three acres of corn there and experimented with breeding “Bearded Wheat” on the field as of 
1917–1918, producing fine results not only in quality but also in yield. A chemist at Sperry Flour 
Company tested Diener’s wheat crop and praised it as “an unusually good quality of California 
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wheat.” His work garnered praise from major U. S. nursery 
owner John Lewis Childs of New York, who hoped to get in 
on the business (Thomas Kent’s father, Congressman William 
Kent, advised against making any deals too quickly). Diener’s 
wheat experiments apparently did not prove to be a success in 
the long run.

He didn’t give up on food plants, however. In 1921, Diener 
advertised the Diener Tomato, a huge three-pounder “as smooth 
as an apple,” promising “30–40 tons of ripe fruit to the acre.” 
The tomato was ideal for catsup, dehydrating and canning. 
Diener was well known in the plant and seed world and was a 
pathfinder in developing hybrids with both decorative and food 
plants. He wrote a paper called “The Laws of Hybridizing” in 

1920 and dedicated the publication to Hon. William Kent “who backed and aided the work in 
the public interest.” The publication is still available for sale.

Advertising as the “largest growers of petunia seed on the Pacific Coast,” Diener’s color catalog 
was distributed far and wide. The business thrived in the early 1920s but was taken over in 1924 
by, in his words, “a group of northern capitalists” who installed a manager that Diener deemed 
unsuitable for the job. The result was that within two years the company “went to pieces,” he 
wrote. “I lost every dollar I had invested in the business.” Richard Diener left Kentfield in 1926 
and restarted his company in Oxnard, California. Diener Seeds continued in business for many 
decades, working on hybridizing and genetic modification, until it was acquired by Monsanto’s 
subsidiary ASI in 2006.

Italian immigrant Eugenio Corvi leased and, in 1920, George Butler’s lower fields and trans-
formed them into an Eden of edible delights. The farm was located where the College of Marin 
science center and parking lots are today and is remembered by Kentfield old-timers. Corvi 
purchased about thirteen acres of land from Butler and set to work transforming a former hayfield 
and flood plain into a thriving vegetable farm. The rich soil and ample water, coupled with the 
talents of Corvi and his partner, brother-in-law Louis Raffi, produced a garden and business that 
allowed Corvi to meet his dreams of success.

Daughter Lena, interviewed in 2012 by local historian Richard Torney, had vivid memories of 
her father’s farm: “He grew every kind of vegetable and fruit … he had an old Ford truck that 
he would deliver his vegetables to San Rafael, on Fourth Street — Charlie’s Market — and then 
sell wholesale to Sonoma and Bolinas.”

“We had four workers on the farm, all gentlemen,” she continued, “and we had horses that 
plowed the fields. We didn’t have any modern equipment at all, just horses.” 

Her father grew Swiss chard, spinach, kale, broccoli, sprouts, torpedo onions, tomatoes, garlic, 
head lettuce, butter lettuce, zucchini, summer squash, radishes, turnips, cauliflower, cabbage, 
string beans, Italian beans, fava beans; fruit included apples, plums, grapes and peaches. “We had 
our own eggs” from a flock of chickens, “and we had pigs and made our own ham and bacon.”

Corvi and his hired help did the slaughtering on the farm: “My uncle, who was the manager 
of the farm, had special knives [for killing],” Lena said. “They had a dark room underneath the 
house, and they did all that stuff; I ran away and hid until they were finished, I couldn’t stand 
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the squealing of the pigs. My father used to go to different farms, in Fairfax where they had horses and 
cows, and he’d get the nice manure and fresh soil from them, and start his garden over again, and that 
took many loads of manure and good earth. That’s how he started the farm over again. And he did that 
many times, because we got flooded.

Corvi sold the farm in 1928 to Marin 
Junior College for use as a football field, 
tennis courts and gymnasium. He bought 
the 8-acre Diener property across the street 
and moved the family into a home next 
to Kent School where it stands today as 
an office building. 

Eugenio Corvi’s vegetable farm on 
College Avenue in 1922. Today, Kent Wood-
lands is in the distant left, and the field is a 
College of Marin parking lot. Anne T. Kent 
California Room Collection.
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Chapter 2

The San Rafael You Never Knew

San Rafael was founded by the Spanish in 1817, when Vicente Francisco de Sarría established 
Mission San Rafael Arcángel. The reason the Catholics said they needed a mission there was 
as an “assistencia” for the poor ill natives who suffer from the cold and fog of San Francisco.

San Rafael Arcángel was 
upgraded to full mission 
status in 1822, a month before 
Alta California declared 
independence from Spain as 
part of Mexico. Following the 
Euro American conquest of 
California, the community of 
San Rafael incorporated as a 
city in 1874. 

Yet we see in the image 
above that the grand Marin 
County Courthouse was 
already erected in a massive 
structure of Gothic/Greek/
Roman (Tartaria) design with a massive copula. The grand design was erected when just a few 
thousand even were residing in all of Marin County in an agriculture rural community of dairy 
farmers and native peoples? Does this make any sense to anyone with a population of barely 
more than 1,000 residents in San Rafael?

An elaborate new Greek Revival county courthouse was erected with cupola, columned portico 
and, just inside the front door, a gallows. All of San Quentin’s executions were carried out here, 
including that of murderer Lee Doon; convivial onlookers nearly rioted in their mad scramble 
over the body for souvenirs after the hanging, and thereafter executions were performed at San 
Quentin instead. 

San Rafael Hangings 
According to the Marin Journal of September 7, 1893: “By 10 o’clock over five hundred men 

were in front of the Court House, smoking, joking and laughing. When the doors were open and 
the mob entered most of them had tickets, though a good many had not, among the latter being 
several young boys 16 years of age.” 
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In 1876 William Brown was murdered when returning home to his ranch in the Chileno Valley. 
Within a week of the crime Juan Salazar and Andronica Ygara were arrested and charged with 
the killing. Salazar was later found guilty of murder and sentenced to death. His associate, the 
young Native American Ygara, was determined not to have actively participated in the crime 
and was sentenced to 20 years in prison.

On October 2, 1877 Salazar was executed by hanging in the yard of the 
newly built Marin County Court House. The courthouse, built in 1873, 
included a gallows in the lobby with a trap door where the body of the 
prisoner could drop into the basement. Despite the availability of an inte-
rior space, a temporary outdoor gallows within a high board fence was 
built near the west door of the courthouse adjacent to Fifth and A Streets. 
The interior of the gallows enclosure was quite visible from the hill above 
where many spectators looked on. One of those who witnessed Salazar’s 
hanging from the slope of San Rafael hill was a young George F. Cooper. 

As reported on January 29, 1920 in the Marin Journal, “His most vivid 
recollection of his [childhood] days in San Rafael is the spectacle of a public 
execution by the sheriff of a Mexican murderer.” In total the hanging was 
viewed by nearly 200 invited citizens and officials plus untold numbers 
of men, women and children who watched from San Rafael hill.

The most notorious of the hangings in San Rafael was the execution of Lee Doon on September 
1, 1893. Doon had been convicted of the 1890 murder of William Shenton, a house painter at the 
mansion where they both worked. The two men argued intensely until Doon confronted the 
painter with a pistol and shot him several times. Shenton died two weeks after being shot. In 
February 1891 Doon was charged with one count of homicide, convicted by a jury and sentenced 
to be executed. Appeals of his conviction continued for more than two years.

The execution was in the Marin County Court House on Fourth Street. Sheriff Henry Harrison 
handed out passes to anyone wanting to view the hanging. This practice was apparently an 
accepted perk used by Sheriffs to give tickets to friends and supporters. The Sheriff proceeded 
with the execution and ordered the trap door to be dropped. As described in the San Francisco 
Call of September 2, 1893, “Click! went the trigger, the trap door swung back against the muffled 
bumpers and the body of Lee Doon shot six feet downward.” Doon fell so his head ended up 
just below the floor. He did not struggle but twitched as he hung. Of the five doctors attending, 
one fainted and was carried out of the building. 

The Marin Journal reported, “But when the trap sprung and Doon went down then commenced 
a scramble to see him as he dangled at the end of the rope. What crowding, pushing, jumping up 
onto each others’ back! What a display of barbarism! And then at the end of the ‘performance’ 
they begged for a piece of the rope that hung poor Doon.”

The trial and execution of Lee Doon attracted great attention throughout the Bay Area. Other 
reports of the hanging were less impassioned than was the Marin Journal’s description titled “A 
Disgrace”. The September 2nd San Francisco Call portrayed the scene: “A Noisy Crowd Witnesses 
the Uneventful Hanging of a Marin County Murderer.” The San Francisco Chronicle reported 
Doon’s execution as: “Coolie Dies Without a Murmur”. The San Francisco Examiner labeled it 
“The Sheriff’s Show.”
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Marin County was chiefly agricultural and residential with taxable property estimated at a 
value of $2,240,000.00 while San Rafael was a village with a census record of 606 residents and an 
estimated transient population of around 200. By 1871 the population of San Rafael had grown 
to 876, a Hook and Ladder Company had been organized; gas (lighting) service had begun.

The rancho boundaries were doled out to the 
white men who were granted land mostly by General 
Vallejo after they qualified for land by marrying a 
native brown skin. In September of 1850, the new 
county established four townships, which in 1862 was 
expanded to eight: San Rafael, Novato, San Antonio, 
Tomales, Nicasio, Point Reyes, Bolinas, and Sausalito. 
While most people think of a township as a town (or 
city) it is not; a township is a way to efficiently divide 
land into manageable sections for purposes of govern-
ment organization. A township in terms of public 
lands was a six-mile-square area, but in places like 
Marin, which was not sectionalized, the boundary of 
each township was based on existing rancho lines and 
natural features. This is often confusing to researchers; 
it is common to read that so-and-so had a farm in 
Nicasio in 1865, when actually the farm was 25 miles 

away on Tomales Bay north of Marshall. That’s because the farm was recorded as being in 
Nicasio township, which was a very large area.

The missions were secularized and converted into pueblos (towns) in 1834 by edict of the new 
Mexican government, victorious in its overthrow of the Spanish colonials. Half of all Mission 
lands and property were returned to the natives initially with the promise they could keep the 
white man designated lands. The natives knew nothing of “boundaries” or “ownership” of lands. 
How can you own Mother Nature and Father Sky they would say to the white man? How can 
you own the lands that were given to all? How can you own what the Great Spirit has given for 
all to use and enjoy? 

Soon after the Catholic, Jesuits arrived in Marin they put the native people under the ‘care of 
‘an appointed administrator. Mission San Rafael (which at this point was another name for Marin 
County) was divided into 20 land grants and then redistributed. 

San Rafael pueblo and its environs (22,000 acres including present-day Northgate, Terra Linda, 
Marinwood, Lucas Valley, San Pedro Point and China Camp) was granted to Tim Murphy, a 
genial Irishman who also acted as an Indian agent (he spoke Miwok with a brogue) and alcalde 
of the pueblo. He built a two-story adobe house at what is now Fourth and C streets.

Party Time! Murphy’s most famous contribution to San Rafael history, however, was his inau-
guration of October 24 as San Rafael Day, which started as a feast to honor St. Raphael Arcangel 
and over the decades (it lasted 52 years) turned Fourth Street into a riotous scene of dancing, 
gorging, all-night drinking, horse racing, blackjack, bullfighting (at the Plaza de Toros at Second and B 
streets) and every other sort of revelry, indulged in by ranchers, prospectors and scum from the Barbary 
Coast out for a killing.
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After the mission was secularized by the Mexican Government and disbanded, General Fremont 
and General Vallejo used the mission to hunt down natives. In 1846 as Freemason John Fremont 
and Kit Carson’s swept into California during the so called “Bear Flag Revolt” and attacked 3 
defenseless natives and killed them in cold blood. These are first person testimonies of the attacks 
on the defenseless natives of Marin.

BERREYESA’S ACCOUNT  
San Francisco, Sept., 22, 1856.  
Hon. P. A. Roach 

My dear sir: 
“In reply to your question whether it is certain or not that Col. Fremont consented to or 

permitted his soldiers to commit any crime or outrage on the frontier of Sonoma or San 
Rafael in the year 1846, to satisfy your inquiry and to prove to you that what is said in 
relation thereto is true, I believe it will be sufficient to inform you of the following case: 
Occupying the office of first alcalde of Sonoma in the year 1846, having been taken by 
surprise and put in prison in said town in company with several of my countrymen, Col. 
Fremont arrived at Sonoma with his forces from Sacramento. 

He came, in company of Capt. Gillespie and several soldiers, to the room in which I was 
confined, and having required from me the tranquility of my jurisdiction, I answered him 
that I did not wish to take part in any matters in the neighborhood, as I was a prisoner. 

After some further remarks he retired, not well satisfied with the tenor of my replies. 
On the following day accompanied by soldiers he went to San Rafael. At the time that the 
news of my arrest had reached my parents, at the instance of my mother, that my father 
should go to Sonoma to see the condition in which myself and brothers were placed, this 
pacific old man left Santa Clara for San Pablo. 

After many difficulties he succeeded in passing (across the strait), accompanied by two 
young cousins, Francisco and Ramon Haro, and having disembarked near San Rafael 
they proceeded towards the mission of that name with the intention of getting horses and 
return to get their saddles, which remained on the beach. Unfortunately, Col. Fremont 
was walking in the corridor of the mission with some of his soldiers and they perceived 
the three Californians. 

They took their arms and mounted—approached towards them and fired. It is perhaps 
true that they were scarcely dead when they were stripped of the clothing, which was all 
they had on their persons; others say that Col. Fremont was asked whether they should 
be taken prisoners or killed and that he replied that he had no room for prisoners and in 
consequence of this they were slain. 

STATEMENT OF JASPER O’FARRELL, ESQ.,  
IN REFERENCE TO THE ABOVE MENTIONED ACT 

I was at San Rafael in June 1846 when the then Captain Fremont arrived at that mission with 
his troops. The second day after his arrival there was a boat landed three men at the mouth of 



Chapter 2: The San Rafael You Never Knew  61

the estero on Point San Pedro. As soon as they were descried by Fremont there were three men 
(of whom Kit Carson was one) detailed to meet them. 

One of them was an old and respected Californian, Don José R. Berreyesa, whose son was 
the alcalde of Sonoma. The other two were twin brothers and sons of Don Francisco de Haro, a 
citizen of the Pueblo of Yerba Buena.

I saw Carson some two years ago and spoke to him of this act and he assured me that then and 
since he regretted to be compelled to shoot those men, but Fremont was blood-thirsty enough to 
order otherwise, and he further remarked that it was not the only brutal act he was compelled 
to commit while under his command. 

They mounted their horses and after advancing about one hundred yards halted and Carson 
returned to where Fremont was standing on the corridor of the mission, in company with Gillespie, 
myself, and others, and said:

“Captain shall I take these men prisoners?” In response Fremont waved his hand and 
said: “I have got no room for prisoners.”

They then advanced to within fifty yards of the three unfortunate and unarmed Californians, 
alighted from their horses, and deliberately shot them.

“I should not have taken the trouble of making this public but that the veracity of a 
pamphlet published by C. E. Pickett, Esq., in which he mentions the circumstance has 
been questioned—a history which I am compelled to say is, alas, too true,and from having 
seen a circular addressed to the native Californians by Fremont, or some of his friends, 
calling on them to rally to his support, I therefore give the above act publicity, so as to 
exhibit some of that warrior’s tender mercies and chivalrous exploits and must say that I 
feel degraded in soiling paper with the name of a man whom, for that act, I must always 
look upon with contempt and consider as a murderer and a coward.” 

(Signed) Jasper O’Farrell. 

Hotels of San Rafael
Originally published in the San Francisco Call: “The 

hotels of the town are five in number, and as the first 
thing a man thinks of or looks for when he visits a strange 
town is a hotel, it may be well to consider San Rafael in 
this regard. At least two of the hotels have been recently 
renovated throughout…. all of them have an aggregate of 
175 rooms, either pretentiously or comfortably furnished. 
At the most expensive one, board for man and wife, with 
a suite of rooms, is $100 [about $2,400 in 2021 dollars] 
per month.” “The statistics of San Rafael may be briefly 

summarized, and are as follows: Population, 1,500. Mr. Irwin is completing a Centennial block 
at a cost of $25,000 [$600,000 in 2021].” Churches were listed for the Catholics, Episcopalians, 
Presbyterians, and Methodists.
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Hotel Tamalpais ANOTHER Luxurious Hotel in San Rafael 
(note the massive US flag)

The Tamalpais Hotel was one of San Rafael’s first luxury 
establishments. The Tamalpais opened, according to the Marin 
Journal, in March 1871 and was “handsomely furnished, 
with 56 rooms, a dining hall and a billiard room, with an 
omnibus connection to the downtown train depot.” Small 
cottages for guests were added a few years later as the hotel 
went through a couple of renovations and proprietors, who 
leased the building from Michael J. O’Connor and his wife, 
Fanny, after his death in 1889.

The Mediterranean of Marin
Transportation to San Rafael greatly improved after the first ferry run between San Rafael and 

San Francisco was established in 1855 and within a decade, San Rafael had gained enough of a 
reputation as a balmy-weather resort town to warrant the establishment of a special 20-passenger 
stage run from the San Quentin ferry landing. Within a few years the stage was replaced with 
San Rafael’s first railroad. 

Hotels, a telegraph office, three private schools, stables, Marin’s first newspaper office, a 
barber, three lawyers and a doctor sprang up along Fourth between A and E. At Fourth and C 
was the office of Louis Peter, the French nobleman, physician, horticulturist and reputed finest 
swordsman in all of California.

You could catch a stagecoach to Bolinas on Fourth Street in San 
Rafael. (who cleared the trails to remove so many giant redwoods 
all the way to Bolinas back then?)

Across the street was Tim Murphy’s adobe house, where county 
business was conducted until 1873, and just up Fourth was the log 
jail where hangings were conducted from a nearby oak tree. The 
dead were buried on the grounds of the mission. The main business 
of San Rafael, however, was livestock. The surrounding hills were 
home to thousands of head of cattle, the principal source of beef to 
San Franciscan and gold prospector alike, and it was common to 
see the herds driven up Fourth to the slaughterhouse on San Rafael 
Creek or overland through Sonoma, Marysville and Sacramento to 
the Sierra foothills. 

San Rafael’s glory days began with the arrival of the countywide 
railroad in 1870, established to tie the San Francisco building boom in 
with the railroad founders’ West Marin lumber interests. For almost 
a century newcomers arrived in town via the Union Depot railroad 
station at Fourth and Tamalpais. It was easier than ever to attract 
wealthy San Franciscans to San Rafael’s warm climate; luxurious 
resorts like the Tamalpais and the Rafael were popular indeed, and 
the town’s population tripled between 1874 and 1880. 
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Fourth Street got gaslights in 1875, and Gordon’s Opera House opened soon afterward. 1893’s 
new crop of trustees outlawed many of San Rafael’s Wild West traditions, including the cattle 
drives up Fourth and San Rafael Day and its accompanying bullfights. The main drag’s mud 
and dust were brought under control and so, eventually, was a perpetual mosquito problem that 
got so bad at one point, doctors recommended avoiding the town altogether. A new city hall and 
post office were erected, as were two cinemas, the Lyric and the Palm. 

The 1906 earthquake and fire shot San Rafael’s population up from 4,000 to 6,500 as refugees from 
San Francisco raced for the suburbs. Two of them opened memorable businesses: Billy Shannon, 
the boxer, who ran a restaurant-bar with a small ring for exhibition prizefighting, and the Carson 
Glove Company, which became San Rafael’s first industrial company. The first electric street-

lights-elaborate chandelier-type 
fixtures-were installed in 1914; 
electric streetcars were rejected 
by voters as “too noisy.” 

The Marin Golf and Country 
Club, established in 1908, is in 
reality an offshoot of a much older 
organization, the San Rafael Golf 
Club, which was founded about 
1895, at the same time that golf 
had its beginning in California. 
The names of Harvey, a young 
Scot, and a fine golfer as well as 

an all-round athlete, the Gilman Browns, J. J. Crooks and the Hardys still linger in the traditions 
of the game around San Rafael. The old course has been used intermittently, and there has been 
for the last year a movement to establish a municipal course at St. Vincents. 

The Belvedere Golf and Country Club, 
established in 1914, is unique. On the 
almost island, with Sausalito as its town, 
all the year round residents turn from 
the delights of the bay to a round of golf 
on this goat-climbing but interesting 
course. Many improvements have been 
made here in the last two years and the 
club boasts among its membership the 
brothers Ritchie, who often lead its team 
to victory over the other clubs in Marin. 
Charles F. Preusser, now in the Orient, has 
been the inspiring worker for Belvedere. 
M. Pierce Cook, the Mailliards and Edgar Wilson are among the present leaders. The club is only 
eight miles from San Francisco by a delightful ferry trip. 
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Remember the two Raydine Ice Rinks in San Anselmo and Corte Madera?

San Rafael Municipal Baths
San Rafael featured one of the most 

modern and luxurious saltwater baths 
in the state of California in the early 
decades of the 20th century. The San 
Rafael Municipal Baths were built over 
the San Rafael Canal south of Second 
Street near Lincoln, replacing the 
previous open-air baths constructed 
around the turn of the century. The 
mission-style building used filtered 
and heated canal water and featured a 
100-by-40-foot main pool with a diving 
board and a 30-foot high springboard. 
There was also a smaller pool for chil-
dren, separate dressing rooms for men and women, and heated, saltwater hot tubs for relaxation. 
On the second floor, a balcony surrounded the pool where spectators could watch the swimmers 
below and bathers could “ride” a slide down into the main pool. 

The baths were a center of community activity 
and aquatic fun well into the 1930s and became 
famous for being the pool that Belvedere resi-
dent and two-time Olympic gold medal winner 
Eleanor Garatti learned to swim in and perfect 
her stroke. 

In the mid-1930s, during the Great Depres-
sion, the baths became a financial liability and 
San Rafael leased the second floor rooms to 
local veteran and citizen groups for meetings 
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while the large main room was leased to the H.C. Little Burner Co., which covered the pool and 
converted the building into a factory for residential oil burners. On June 4, 1949, the historic 
building caught fire and burned to the ground. According to a Summer 2006 newsletter article by 
Jocelyn Moss, Marin History Museum Librarian, “the first floor held the tank, which measured 50 
by 120 feet, a children’s tank of 25 by 40 feet, dressing rooms and lavatories. On the second floor 
a balcony surrounded the pool below, where spectators could watch the activities. There was a 
slide from the second floor into the pool, as well as a diving board for the deep end, which was 
nine feet deep. The water came from the canal and was treated to make it exceptionally pure—it 
was filtered four times, left standing in the sun for a week, then treated chemically and heated 
to eighty degrees.”

Prior to opening the baths, the San Rafael Board of Trustees closed a deal with Pacific Gas and 
Electric Co. to supply steam heat to the municipal bath for a period of five years at a cost of 50 
cents per 1,000 pounds. During the winter months it was expected that requirements would run 
as high at 662,500 pounds per month.

San Rafael Opera House
On May 20, 1879 the Opera House opened. 

The May 15, 1879 Marin Journal reported:
This magnificent new Temple of the Muses 

will be appropriately dedicated next Tuesday 
evening, May 20th by a grand opening dancing 
party…. The widest public interest is felt in 
the opening of the new Opera House and 
to see it filled with the beauty and the chiv-
alry of Marin and the metropolis will be the 
season’s grandest event… Tickets $5 including 
supper. The Opera House went on to host 
concerts, political rallies, high school gradu-
ations and lectures as well as all varieties of 
entertainment.

By 1908 moving pictures were all the rage in 
San Rafael and the Opera House was renamed 
The Lyric Theater with “the very latest and 
up-to-date motion pictures.” The greatest 
pianist, Signor Vincenzo de Vivo from Naples, 
Italy had been engaged “to please the patrons.” 
Admission was 10 cents, children were 5 cents. 
The Lyric Theater later moved to a different location and by 1914 the former Gordon’s Opera 
House was known as the Star Theater.

San Rafael entrepreneurs realized that moving pictures were a great revenue source and more 
and more elaborate theaters were built around town. The Star Theater could not keep up with 
San Rafael’s newer theaters which were more elegant and modern and was forced to close.
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The Gerstle Estate
Gerstle Park developed as San Rafael’s first 

residential neighborhood in the 1800s. The neigh-
borhood in the 19th century included summer 
homes for wealthy San Franciscans who only 
used them a few months out of the year. In 1870, B 
Street School, the first public school in San Rafael, 
was built at the corner of Fourth and B Street at 
a cost of $3,250. This school started off with 25 
students and continued to be San Rafael’s only 
public school for 26 years. 

The Gerstle estate eventually had 36 bedrooms 
and 16 baths. Lewis Gerstle continued improving 

the property with gardens, a vineyard, an orchard of fruit trees and a pavilion built in the redwood 
grove where the family held picnics in the summer. Gerstle’s daughter Clara and her husband 
Dick Mack built a third house on the hilltop behind the Main House around 1898. Lewis Gerstle 
refused to have more structures clutter the remaining lower open space, so the couple had to 
build their house on the upper terrace, reached by 42 steps relieved by cement landings. 

Lewis Gerstle scratched out a living as a peddler in Kentucky and Louisiana, before heading 
to California in 1850, lured by the discovery of gold. He first sold fruit from a stand in San Fran-
cisco, and later worked as a day laborer in the mines. Gerstle’s entrepreneurial spirit led him to 
operate the first Pony Express in Sacramento, then to open a wholesale grocery business with 
Louis Schloss, another Bavarian immigrant. The business did well, despite weathering two 
floods that caused enormous damage. In 1862 the partners moved to San Francisco and opened 
a brokerage house dealing in mining stocks. In 1867, the United States bought Alaska from the 
Russians for $7.2 million, a purchase orchestrated by Secretary of State William H. Seward. The 
purchase was termed “Seward’s Folly,” but a group of farsighted investors, including Gerstle and 
Schloss, bought the Russian American Company and renamed it the Alaska Commercial Company. 
The company opened general stores throughout Alaska that also served as courthouses, post 
offices and trading posts where gold, fish and furs were exchanged for goods. 

In 1870, the company paid the United States nearly $9 million for an exclusive contract to 
harvest seal skins from the Pribilof and Aleutian Islands. Through this contract, which exceeded 
the United State’s purchase of Alaska, Schloss and Gerstle made a vast fortune by supplying 
dyed sealskins to a worldwide market. With the 1895 discovery of gold on the Klondike River, the 
company’s profits increased as it operated stores, steamships, sawmills and other necessary facilities 
to accommodate the mining boomtowns. 

Lewis Gerstle wanted fresh food and richer, thicker milk than could be purchased, so he raised 
his own cows and chickens. Vegetable gardens offered up fresh produce for the table, and the 
orchard provided apples, cherries, peaches and apricots. Some of the children also raised ponies, 
cows, chickens, and pigeons. Caretaker Cesare Paul Bettini, an Italian immigrant, served as head 
caretaker of Violet Terrace for decades. He managed the landscaping, the orchard and the live-
stock. Bettini shared his love of gardening and nature with the many children who stayed on the 
estates. Katherine Lilienthal recalls: “By this time there were loads and loads of grandchildren 
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of Grandma Gerstle with her five daughters and two sons, and all of the children used to spend 
their time with Bettini. He would let them help with the cows, and gather the eggs, and – my 
oldest daughter always said that that’s where she got her love of farming.

First Mountain Biking Began in Marin
In the late 1960s and early 1970s, a group of Marin 

teenagers known as The Larkspur Canyon Gang rode 
1930s-40s vintage single-speed balloon tire bikes on 
Mt. Tamalpais and through Baltimore Canyon in 
Larkspur, CA. Their exploits and attitudes earned 
them status as local legends and spawned the birth 
of mountain biking as it grew beyond their circle 
of friends.

By 1973, “Ballooners” had found their way into the 
hearts and minds of a group of Marin road-bike racers 
from Velo Club Tamalpais. Devoted to racing their 
road bikes and to using bikes for transportation (many of them working in local bike shops) they 
added off-road riding to their cycling passions. They located, restored and collected old balloon-tire 

bikes made by Schwinn, Colson, Shelby 
and others—stripping off extraneous 
parts from the old mild-steel steeds, but 
retaining the heavy-duty one-inch-pitch 
drive trains and vying for who had the 
coolest original paint. The finest bikes of 
the day would be equipped with much 
sought-after high-performance vintage 
components such as Morrow coaster 
brakes, Schwinn cantilever front brakes, 
S2 chrome rims, fork braces, and genuine 
B.F. Goodrich knobby tires. These riders 
and a growing group of friends explored 
the trails and fire roads on and around 
Mount Tamalpais, aka “The Mountain,” 
on their trusty, beloved “Inch-Pinchers.”

Today several local breweries produce a wide choice of brews, but back in the late 1800s, Marin 
had only one source for local beer: the San Rafael Brewery.

Located on Greenwood Avenue west of the Gerstle Estate in what was then called Short’s 
Addition, the San Rafael Brewery was started in about 1871 by A.J. McClellan and Rufus A. 
Roscoe. On opening day, in community outreach, they extended an invitation to the public to 
freely sample their product.

McClellan and Roscoe advertised “beer, in kegs and bottles at wholesale,” and took orders at 
the San Rafael Brewery Depot, H. Berl & Co., opposite the Marin Hotel, located at 1222 Fourth 
Street. Besides beer, they advertised yeast for family use.
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At various times the San Rafael Brewery advertised steam beer, 
both lager and ale, in bottles and kegs. Springs in the hillside 
property provided water to the brewery. According to Robert 
Lethbridge’s The Old Company, water mains laid from Clark 
Street to Greenwood Avenue reached the brewery in 1875.

Goerl family members recall that when the supply of hops ran 
low, the brewers substituted the plant Yerba Santa, Eriodictyon 
Californicum, a shrub used for many purposes by the Miwok 
Indians and given the name Yerba Santa, meaning ‘holy plant’ 
by the Spanish explorers.



69

Chapter 3

Catholic Slave Trader, SIR Francis Drake 
“Discovers” Marin Already Filled with 
Native People for Thousands of Years

New Albion, also known as Nova 
Albion (in reference to an archaic 
name for Britain), was the name 

of the continental area north of Mexico 
claimed by Sir Francis Drake for England 
when he landed on the North American 
west coast in 1579 in Bolinas. 

In terms of Drake’s involvement in the 
slave trade, he spent the first years of 
his maritime career participating, and 
perfecting his trade in the highly lucra-
tive slaving voyages. Drake’s knighthood 
was a reward for completing history’s 
second circumnavigation of the globe between 1577 and 1580, but his expedition was no ordinary 
voyage of discovery. He also had a secret agreement with Queen Elizabeth that he would raid 
Spanish shipping, and upon entering the Pacific he spent several months plundering unsuspecting 
galleons and sacking ports along the coast of Chile and Peru. His biggest prize came in March 
1579, when he seized the Spanish treasure ship Nuestra Señora de la Concepción and liberated 
it of a dozen chests of coins, 80 pounds of gold and 26 tons of silver. Drake would eventually 
return home as the world’s richest pirate. According to one account, his financial backers received 
a return of 47 pounds sterling for each pound they had invested. That is a 4700% return on investment!

This claim became the justification for English charters across America to the Atlantic coast 
and soon influenced further national expansion projects on the continent. Drake’s landing site 
has been identified as Drake’s Cove, which is part of Point Reyes National Seashore. 

Naming the area Nova Albion, or New Albion, he claimed sovereignty of the area for Queen 
Elizabeth I, an act which would have significant long-term historical consequences. Sailing away 
on 23 July and leaving behind no colony, Drake eventually circled the flat earth and returned to 
England in September 1580. 

According to the 12th-century Historia Regum Britanniae (“The History of The Kings of Britain”) 
by Geoffrey of Monmouth, the exiled Brutus of Troy was told by the goddess Diana: 

Brutus! there lies beyond the Gallic bounds 
An island which the western sea surrounds, 
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By giants once possessed, now few remain 
To bar thy entrance, or obstruct thy reign. 

To reach that happy shore thy sails employ 
There fate decrees to raise a second Troy 
And found an empire in thy royal line, 

Which time shall ne’er destroy, nor bounds confine.

So the story goes..
After their Spanish raids, as described in written reports by Drake and 

other crew members, the Golden Hind landed along the west coast of 
North America for several weeks to caulk his leaky ship and claim the 
land for Elizabeth I, the first formal claim by an Englishman to a piece 
of the Americas. To commemorate that act, Drake posted a “a Plate of 
Brasse” as a “monument of our being there,” according to an account by 
one of the crew. 

Sir Francis Drake was the first person to a journey around the world. And 
his life had only just begun. After returning home, in 1588 he led England’s 
fleet against the Spanish Armada, and then led several voyages, including 
attacks, throughout the New World. Drake died in 1596, at age 56. During his circumnavigation 
of the world, English seaman Francis Drake anchors in a harbor just north of present-day San 
Francisco, California, and claims the territory for Queen Elizabeth I. 

Calling the land “Nova Albion,” Drake remained on the California coast for a month to make 
repairs to his ship, the Golden Hind, and prepare for his westward crossing of the Pacific Ocean. 
On September 26, 1580, the Golden Hind returned to Plymouth, England, bearing its rich captured 
treasure and valuable information about the world’s great oceans. In 1581, Queen Elizabeth I 
knighted Drake during a visit to his ship.

Filling the Hind’s hold as it berthed in Plymouth were a half-ton of gold, more than two-dozen 
tons of silver, and thousands of coins and pieces of jewelry looted from Spanish ports and ships 
along the western shore of South and Central America. Drake’s lucrative journey helped spark 
England’s ambitions for global empire.

Just where Drake, about 80 crewmen, and one pregnant African woman named Maria stepped 
ashore in Marin County is being seriously questioned now. Most of the expedition’s details were 
immediately classified by the queen, who worried that the news of Drake’s claim would insti-
gate open war with Spain. What was published in subsequent decades was often incomplete 
and ambiguous. As a result, contemporary maps, letters and other documents have proposed 
candidate harbors from Mexico to Alaska. 

In 1875, an English-born geographer named George 
Davidson, tasked with conducting a federal survey of the 
U.S. West Coast, pinpointed a bay about 30 miles northwest 
of San Francisco, a site that seemed to match the geography 
and latitude described by Drake and his crew. He had the bay 
renamed in honor of the privateer. Freemason Euro-White 
Californians quickly embraced the treasure-hungry captain 
as the natural native son of a state that prided itself on the 
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Gold Rush. Drake also gave the state an English “founder” who arrived long before the settlement of 
Jamestown and Plymouth, an alternate origin story that could replace those of Spanish missionaries 
and indigenous populations.

Californians in the early 20th century celebrated the man knighted for his piratical exploits 
and slave trading with memorials, parades and pageants. His name was bestowed upon a boule-
vard in Marin County and San Francisco’s premier hotel at Union Square. In 1916, the California 
legislature passed a resolution commemorating the man who “landed on our shores and raised 
the English flag at Drakes Bay.”

The historian Richard White offers the example of Drake’s Cross, erected in 1894, which 
commemorates the religious ceremonies of Drake’s crew “on ‘our’ coast, in ‘our’ country, and 
on ‘our’ continent.” He also highlights Zelia Nuttall’s 1914 work, New Light On Drake, which 
describes “the present occupation of the North American continent by the Anglo-Saxon race” as 
“but a realization of what may be called Drake’s dream. “Drake’s dream” was a nightmare for 
others, especially California’s original inhabitants.

A more modern term for “Drake’s dream” is the California Genocide, for which Governor 
Newsom officially apologized last year. The early California government paid millions of dollars 
to militias and other armed “volunteers” to kill Indians and was reimbursed by the federal 
government for its efforts. At the start of the Gold Rush, the California Indian population was 
about 150,000, roughly half of what it was before the Spanish arrived. In the next fifty years, racist, 
violent attacks by white settlers displaced or killed 90% of the remaining population, bringing 
the total to 15,000 in 1900.

Drake’s image also helped inspire this violence. As Congress 
developed the Homestead Act of 1862, which granted US citizens 
the right to colonize the West and displace the native people, 
they commissioned a mural for the Capitol that glorifies Mani-
fest Destiny. Its popular name, “Westward Ho!”, derives from an 
adventure novel with the same name, about the voyages of Francis 
Drake and Walter Raleigh. The novel’s author, Charles Kingsley, 
used Drake as a vehicle to promote his white-supremacist and 
anti-Catholic views, which influenced much of the English-speaking 
world. Reginald Horsman, an historian of white supremacy in the United States, says Kingsley 
envisioned “a world shaped to the desires of a supposedly innately superior Anglo-Saxon race,” and 
that he “believed that degenerate races, including North American Indians, were better off dead.”

Early explorers found Bay Area Native Americans to be peaceful and friendly. Accounts 
by Francis Fletcher who accompanied Francis Drake (1579), Cermenho (1595), whose ship was 
wrecked off Limantour Spit, and Father Vicente Santa Maria who accompanied Ayala (1775) on 
the San Carlos, the first ship to enter San Francisco Bay, all remark on the Native Americans’ 
friendliness and lack of antagonism toward the newcomers. Native land management ended 
abruptly in the early 19th century, as the Coast Miwok were removed from their villages and 
often died as a result of Euro-American contact. 

A campaign is underway to convince Marin County officials to rename Sir Francis Drake 
Boulevard and remove a 30-foot-tall metal sculpture of the 16th-century explorer connected to 
slave trading. 
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75 ft. statue of Founder of Marin and Slave Trader Drake at Larkspur Landing
Trader Drake went to sea as a young man, but his first major 

expeditions came in the 1560s, when he joined a cousin named 
John Hawkins on some of Britain’s earliest slave trading voyages 
to West Africa. The pair usually procured their human cargo by 
attacking native villages or attacking Portuguese slave ships. They 
would then transport the slaves to the Spanish Caribbean and sell 
them off to local plantations.

During one of these slaving expeditions in 1568, a flotilla of 
Spanish ships ambushed Drake and Hawkins at the Mexican port of San Juan de Ulúa, destroying 
four of their vessels and killing or capturing many of their crew. Drake escaped unharmed, but 
the defeat left him with a seething hatred for Spain and its king, Philip II. Hawkins and Drake 
undertook three slaving voyages together, in 1562–63, 1564–65, and 1567–69. On the first voyage, 
Hawkins reported that he captured “at the least” 300 African slaves in Sierra Leone through a 
campaign of destruction and violence; it is likely that he also attacked Portuguese ships for their 
cargo of slaves, ivory, wax, and gold. The Portuguese slave traders, embargoed from trading 
openly with English ships, claimed they were brutally attacked, and Hawkins certainly did use 
the largest Portuguese ship to transport the slaves across the Atlantic. Francis Drake also played a 
central role in the foundation of England’s involvement in the slave trade and was, says Professor 
Claire Jowitt, “a murderer.”

On reaching Hispaniola in the Caribbean Hawkins sold them without violence, at small north 
coast ports of Isabella, Puerto de Plata, and Monte Christi, primarily trading for hides, and being 
careful not to appear as a pirate. Hawkins’ three ships returned to England in August 1563, but 
he attempted to negotiate a license with the Spanish colonial authorities in Seville to trade in the 
Spanish Caribbean by sending two additional ships to Spain. This was first English voyage to have 
passed through the Magellan Straits from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific Ocean, and only the 
second circumnavigation in history. Yet, on the circumnavigation, Drake executed his sometime 
friend and fellow commander Thomas Doughty in dubious circumstances, and callously aban-
doned a pregnant black woman, Maria, on an island in Indonesia. On a 1568 slaving voyage in 
San Juan de Ulúa in the Spanish New World, Drake was accused by his commander and kinsman 
John Hawkins of cowardly abandoning him to an attack by the Spanish.

The processes of memorializing Drake began even during his own lifetime, at his own instiga-
tion. In the 19th century, when ‘Great man’ history became the dominant way of thinking about 
the past, and imperial rule and colonial power were central to British identity, Drake and the 
English ‘seadogs’ such as Walter Raleigh, John Hawkins and his son Richard, received renewed 
attention and admiration for their roles in what has been 
popularly termed ‘The Age of Empire’.

In 1937, a leading historian at the University of California, 
Berkeley, Herbert Bolton, announced the discovery of Drake’s 
“Plate of Brasse” at a site not far from Drakes Bay. The sensa-
tional find, etched with words claiming Nova Albion—New 
England—for Elizabeth, included Drake’s name. Dated June 
17, 1579, the plate reads in part, “BY THE GRACE OF GOD 
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AND IN THE NAME OF HERR MAIESTY QVEEN ELIZABETH OF ENGLAND AND HERR 
SVCCESSORS FOREVER, I TAKE POSSESSION OF THIS KINGDOME ….” 

The discovery made headlines across the country and turned Bolton into a national figure. 
The Berkeley professor, however, authenticated the rectangular plate and heralded it as physical 
proof of Drake’s landing north of San Francisco before conducting detailed historical and metal-
lurgical tests. The university raised $3,500 to buy it, and the piece of tarnished metal became a 
cherished artifact still displayed at Berkeley’s Bancroft Library. For California’s his-storians, “The 
plate was not just a metal document or a valuable antique. It was the holy grail—a venerable 
Anglo-American, Protestant, religious relic,” writes Bolton’s biographer, Albert Hurtado. Four 
decades later researchers from Lawrence Berkeley National Lab subjected the plate to rigorous 
testing and concluded that California’s most famous artifact was made using modern material 
and techniques. It was, without question, a forgery, as many historians had long suspected. 

In addition, an Elizabethan English silver sixpence, minted in 1567, was discovered in in 
northern Marin, what is now Olompali Park, by archeologists suggesting that native Marinites 
may have had contact with Sir Francis Drake, or with people who had traded with the early 
English explorer. 

So, Drake happened to bring a coopersmith and 
brass metal over 9 months journey to inscribe on the 
brass, that just happens to reside in the sole authority 
on CA history, the Bancroft Library at UC Berkeley?

Some had doubts about the plate’s authenticity 
from the start, and in the 1970’s with better analysis 
techniques, it was conclusively determined to be 
a manufactured modern-made hoax. A historian 
published an article in 2002 with the details, the 
plate was manufactured by three members of a 
historical club, E Clampus Vitus (ECV), who wanted 
to play a joke on Professor Bolton. The ECV men 
then became afraid to reveal the truth and kept 

silent, partly because they might have had to make good on the money spent for the plate. My 
father brought me to the Bancroft Library in the 1950’s and I remember seeing the plate then 
in a display case in the lobby. The plate is still there but now with an explanation of the hoax 
and a copy of an E Clampus Vitus magazine. (Cited from: https://www.cointalk.com/threads/
olompali-state-park-california-sir-francis-drake-elizabeth-sixpence.279087/)

So, SIR Francis Drake coming to soon be San Francisco 
etches in a plate the will and intentions of the invading 
parasites and leaves some coins from his King of new 
settlers on the homies who had been hanging out there 
for like…ever while taking some new slaves back with 
him. And this is how Marin honored it’s heroes until 
recently when Drake High School was renamed after 
a brown skin Olympian. 
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Is It All a Made-Up Lie?
In the book, “Thunder Go North”, Melissa Darby, an archaeologist 

from Portland State University shows that SIR (Slave In Residence) 
Drake likely never made it to California at all, and that he wasn’t simply 
a pillager and profiteer for the Queen of England. 

She points to official English documents that show he was on a secret 
government mission of exploration and trade. She also cites Drake’s 
own writings that say that after raiding the Spanish to the south, he 
went far out to sea before heading back to the coast. Darby analyzes 
wind currents in that time of year—late spring—and contends that this 
would have put the Hind far to the north, likely in present-day Oregon. 
She also highlights an overlooked contemporary document in the British 
Library that says Drake was seeking the Northwest Passage as a way to 
return to England and mentions a latitude consistent with central Oregon. 
In addition, Darby contends that anthropological evidence, such as plank houses and certain 
indigenous vocabulary, points to Drake meeting Native Americans living in the Northwest rather 
than on the California coast. 

Her most explosive assertion, however, implicates Bolton, one of California’s most distin-
guished historians and a man heralded as a pioneer in the study of colonial Spanish America, 
in the hoax of Drake’s brass plate, one of the country’s most infamous cases of forgery. “He was 
a flim-flam man,” Darby tells Smithsonian magazine. “It is almost certain that Bolton himself 
initiated the ‘Plate of Brasse’ hoax.” (See Appendix II on Bancroft Hall Library)

They concluded that the object was fabricated by a group of prominent San Franciscans, 
including one Clamper, and was “found” north of San Francisco as a prank to amuse Bolton, who 
had previously asked the public to keep an eye out for what Drake had left behind. By the time 
the news went viral, the prank had spun out of control and the hoaxers remained silent. Bolton, 
according to the researchers, was the butt of the joke. But in her book, Darby contends that Bolton 
was far more likely to be a perpetrator rather than a victim of the hoax. She tracks how Bolton 
and other prominent California men sought for decades to ignore and discredit scholars who 
opposed the story of Drake as a rogue pirate landing on the shores of Drakes Bay. For example, 
he blocked Zelia Nutall, a respected anthropologist, from publishing a paper suggesting Drake 
landed north of California. Darby also describes a pattern of deception going back to his early 
years as an academic. 

This is the primary his-storian for the Drake landing narrative. “A thief does not begin his 
career with a bank heist,” she writes. “The plate was not Bolton’s first attempt at pulling the 
wool over the eyes of the public.” Darby details how Bolton was often associated with a host of 
scams and schemes relating to Spanish or pirate treasure. In 1920, he publicly authenticated a 
16th-century Spanish map pointing to a rich cache of silver and gold in New Mexico that set off 
a media frenzy. It proved a fake but gave Bolton his first taste of national renown.

The next year Bolton claimed to have translated an old document that gave clues to an ancient 
trove of nearly 9,000 gold bars hidden near Monterrey, Mexico. When he declined a spot in the 
expedition organized to find it and a share in the profits, he again made headlines by turning 
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down the offer because of his pressing academic duties (“18 Million Spurned by U.C. Teacher” 
read one and another said “Bolton Loses Share in Buried Treasure”). No treasure ever surfaced. 
She suspects another motive as well. “The plate enabled Bolton to trump up the find and turn his 
sights to the largely white and Protestant California elites, who embraced Drake,” says Darby, 
because it “served to promote an English hero and stressed a white national identity of America.” 
Leading Californians of the day included members of men’s clubs like the Native Sons of the 
Golden West, which fought for legislation to halt most Asian immigration and to restrict land 
rights to many of those already in the state. “Bolton orated in front of the Native Sons, and they 
provided scholarships for his students,” Darby adds.
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Chapter 4

The Removal of the Natives from Their Lands

Formation of the California Battalion (1849)

The California Battalion (also called the first California Volun-
teer Militia and U.S. Mounted Rifles) was formed during the 
Mexican–American War (1846–1848) in present-day California, 

USA Inc. It was led by Freemason, and U.S. Army Brevet, Lieutenant 
Colonel John C. Fremont and composed of his cartographers, scouts 
and hunters. The so called California Volunteer Militia was formed 
after the Bear Flag Revolt of 1846 when General Vallejo literally handed 
over Alta California to General Fremont. The battalion’s formation was 
officially authorized by Commodore Robert F. Stockton, commanding 
officer of the U.S. Navy Pacific Squadron. On July 5, 1846, General 
Frémont called a public meeting and proposed to the Bears that they 
unite with his party and form a single military unit. He said that he 
would accept command if they would pledge obedience, proceed 
honorably, and not violate the chastity of women. A compact was 
drawn up which all volunteers of the California Battalion signed or 
made their marks.

To initiate the mass genocide of the Mexican-Californio’s under the disguise of discovery, was a 
sixty-two man “mapping” expedition which had entered California in late 1845 under Fremont’s 
command. They had been dispatched under the auspices of the Corps of Topographical Engineers. 
Frémont, the son-in-law of expansionist U.S. Senator Thomas Hart Benton. 

There were over 160 government sponsored militias to take over California from the Native 
Californio’s, nearly matching the number of recorded massacres during the mid- 1800’s. They 
were contracted out by the California legislature to exterminate or force labor or put onto reser-
vations the natives. Nearly every tribe had state sponsored assassination squads and hit men 
who were rewarded with lands of the Californio’s. Many times, with the native’s scalp as proof. 
The total size of hired assassins, we are told, was 18,450 men who came by ship and wagon train 
to Alta California to complete the genocide. This was AFTER California became a recognized 
state of the American Union.

Following the start of the Civil War in April 1861, the Secretary of War asked the governors of 
the various Union states to create volunteer units that would be brought into the army. In many 
states the volunteers became part of the forces that were fighting the Confederates. In California, 
however, the volunteer regiments and companies replaced regular army units that were sent 
east to fight. In all, almost 16,000 Californians joined up and many of them would participate in 
a new, more intense round of native killings.
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The conquering Jesuits refer in their literature as California being an island up until the late 
1800’s…and the 49er Gold Rush began, and California Statehood in 1850, right after the 1846-
1848 clean out the Mexicano Californio brown skins “War” when population of the Ancient Ones 
natives was reduced. Native brown skins population in 1845 said to be 150,00 and just three 
years later, was down to 24,000, a ‘reduction’ of 84% of the population. (3rd column: Indigenous 
California Indians).

There were 150 California militias formed to exterminate the natives, as I cover in by previous 
book on the history of CA. The California militia was supported by US Naval ships surrounding 
bay and coast. They were joined by the Mormon Militia, the very first ever religion paid for by 
the US government. Their “mission” was to “assist” western “expansion” for the “new settlers”. 
These massacres were only a fragment of the killings of native copperheads across One America. 
From the arrival of Christopher Columbus and his Catholic and Jesuit missionaries to follow, over 
3 million natives in what is now South and Central America occurred up to the 1800’s until the 
“Jesuit reduction” was completed, and Spanish installed as the One language of all. Yet in what 
is now the United States of the formerly One America, over 500 Nations of brown skins existed 
in tribes and clans with their own customs and cultures and their own lands. This is what made 
rounding up and killing them so easy in that they all were independent of one another. 
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“The best place in all our conquered terrirtory”
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Sausalito Harbor Launches CA Statehood 
In 1845, President James K. Polk proposed to purchase 

Alta California and Santa Fe de Nuevo México from Mexico, 
and to establish the Rio Grande river as the southern border 
of United States. After Mexico rejected that offer, the U.S. 
declared war on May 13, 1846. It took almost three months 
for news of the war to reach California. Freemason Captain 
John C. Frémont, formed, and led the California Battalion and 
was his pleasure to wipe out as many native brown skins as 
per orders from his US government employers. 

The story for the takeover of Alta California in 1848 so the 
Euro-White Americano’s could create their stated goes… Fremont 

organized over 200 in his militia from Fort Sutter to take Mexico for the US. They went armed and 
met their buddy, General Mariano Vallejo, who was raised in a CA Catholic Mission and did the 
front work for the Jesuits and Vatican while still being a Governor of Alta California at one point.

On 15 July 1846, Commodore (Rear Admiral) John D. Sloat transferred his command of the 
Pacific Squadron to Commodore Robert F. Stockton when Stockton’s ship, the frigate Congress, 
arrived from Hawaii. This again proves premeditation as military ships, taking over ½ a year to 
travel, were already stationed in San Francisco as the war was just declared.

General Stockton, a much more aggressive leader, asked Fremont to form a joint force of 
Fremont’s soldiers, scouts, guides etc. and a volunteer militia of many former Bear Flag Revolters. 
The California Battalion was mustered into U.S. service and were paid regular army wages by 
the US Government as killing squads said to be protecting the “new settlers”. Frémont’s newly 
formed California Battalion swelled to about 160 men. These men included Fremont’s 30 topo-
graphical men and their 30 scouts and hunters. 

U.S. Marine Lieutenant Archibald H. Gillespie, a U.S. Navy officer, was put in charge to handle 
their two cannons and a company of converted Californio’s trained by Freemason John Sutter of 
Sutter’s fort and mill where gold was said to be found in January of 1848. The militia included 
many ‘new settlers’ from several different countries.

Additionally, the US Navy went down the coast from San Francisco, occupying ports without 
resistance as they went. The small pueblo (town) of San Diego surrendered on July 29, 1846 
without a shot being fired. 

In the Summer of 1846, when the ‘War of No Resistance’ began, there were already 3 US battle 
ships in SF Harbor. In 1846 as well, A 17 star US flags was being raised in the Mexican capital of 
Monterey and the “Bear Revolt” over drinks handed all of Mexico Californio to the white invaders 
by one guy, General Vallejo. General Vallejo would then become a US Senator in the 1850’s after 
giving up his people’s lands to the Euro White Conquistadors. 

Based on entries from the ship’s log at the National Archives, it took Montgomery the “better 
part of that day with Gate in sight to get into Sausalito at 0720” on June 3, 1846. Two days later, 
the Portsmouth sent a launch into Sausalito loaded with “flour, pork iron and other provisions 
requested by Captain Frémont commanding the U.S. A. Topographical Exploring Expedition at 
his camp.” For the next few days, “small arms men and marines” went ashore to practice firing 
at targets in preparation for a landing in Yerba Buena. 
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On June 24, according to the log, “Mr. Richardson came aboard as 
pilot.” The same William Richardson, the founder of Sausalito and 
one-time port captain of Yerba Buena. The Portsmouth got underway 
“under topsails jib and spanker for Yerba Buena anchorage.” Shortly 
after arriving in San Francisco Bay in 1822 as a 27-year-old first mate 
on the British whaler Orion, Richardson became a Mexican citizen 
and was permitted to become a permanent resident of the settlement 
called Yerba Buena. He also was baptized into the Catholic faith in 
preparation for citizenship and marriage. 

On June 14, the “Osos”, named for the native Grizzly bear that was 
to become exinct and formed it’s own California Republic as they 
took the town of Sonoma at dawn without firing a shot. With General 
Vallejo’s surrender the Osos declared California a Republic and raised 
the Bear Flag over the plaza. Commodore John D. Sloat, commander 
of the U.S. Navy’s Pacific Squadron, had received orders to seize San 

Francisco Bay and blockade California ports when he was positive that war had begun. Under 
the command of John B. Montgomery, the sloop-of-war USS Portsmouth was ordered to seize 
the port of Yerba Buena, the future San Francisco. 

On July 5 Frémont’s California Battalion was formed by combining his forces with many of 
the Bear Flag rebels to occupy Yerba Buena. For the next several days, various forays were made 
from the Portsmouth to communicate with Captain Frémont, to protect American citizens, and to 
retrieve and treat wounded men. On July 9, 1846, 70 sailors and marines landed at Yerba Buena 
and raised the American flag over the plaza that today is known as Portsmouth Square. Later 
that day in Sonoma, the Bear Flag was lowered, and the American flag was raised in its place. 
The Portsmouth remained in San Francisco Bay until November 1846. 

In 1847 the U.S. Army, under the command of Major General 
Winfield Scott, captured Mexico City. Fort Winfield Scott 
in the Presidio is named for the general and is now being 
transformed into a campus for environmental and/or social 
change. The 1848 Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo ended the war 
and specified the cession of of Alta California and Santa Fe de 
Nuevo México to the United States. That was just a year before 
the Gold Rush put California on the fast track to statehood.

Commodore John D. Sloat, commander of the U.S. Navy’s Pacific Squadron, had received 
orders to seize San Francisco Bay and blockade California ports when he was positive that war 
had begun. Under the command of John B. Montgomery, the sloop-of-war USS Portsmouth was 
ordered to seize the port of Yerba Buena, the future San Francisco. It took Montgomery the “better 
part of that day with Gate in sight to get into Sausalito at 0720” on June 3 when he first arrived 
into SF bay. Two days later, the Portsmouth sent a launch into Sausalito loaded with “flour, pork 
iron and other provisions requested by Captain Frémont commanding the U.S. A. Topographical 
Exploring Expedition at his camp.”

For the next few days, “small arms men and marines” went ashore to practice firing at targets in 
preparation for a landing in Yerba Buena as Sausalito became a firing range for practice on killing 
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the brown skin natives so the lands could be occupied, no different the SIR Francis Drake and 
his army. On June 24, according to the log, “Mr. Richardson came aboard as pilot.” That would 
be William Richardson, the founder of Sausalito and one-time port captain of Yerba Buena. The 
Portsmouth got underway “under topsails jib and spanker for Yerba Buena anchorage.”

On July 5 Freemason Frémont’s California Battalion was formed 
by combining his forces with many of the Bear Flag rebels to occupy 
Yerba Buena. Without any resistance whatsoever, without a shot being 
fired, on July 9, 1846, 70 sailors and marines landed at Yerba Buena 
and raised the American flag over the plaza that today is known as 
Portsmouth Square. Later that day in Sonoma, the Bear Flag was 
lowered, and the American flag was raised in its place. The Portsmouth 
remained in San Francisco Bay until November 1846. 

The Republic of California was ceded to the U.S. in 1848 and was 
admitted as the 31st U.S. state on September 9, 1850. Peter Burnett, 
the last governor of the post-war military territory became its first state governor after admission 
and declared war immediately on the remaining Californio brown skins.

And that’s how California was “founded”.
And here are a list of the battalions formed to eliminate the native Californios:
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How did they organize such regiments and communicate when only horse n’ buggy and no 
communications existed except leaflets and word of mouth?
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Chapter 5

Miwok Mythologies and Legends —
Father Sky & Mother Earth

“My people have lived on the coast for at least 8,000 years. To live in spiritual and physical 
balance in the same small area for thousands of years without feeling the need to go somewhere 

else requires restraint, respect, knowledge and assurance of one’s place in the world.” 

—A History by Ortiz, Bodega Miwok Kathleen Smith

Original Marin Native Ancient Artifacts Only in Marin ~ Ring Mountain

Marin is the home of the only population of Tiburon mari-
posa lily in the world. This flower grows near the summit 
of the mountain in the grassy areas. Ring Mountain is 

also home to other rare plants such as the Tiburon jewel flower 
and the Tiburon paintbrush. The Nature Conservancy bought 
the land around the mountain and has been responsible for 
preserving the rare native plant species of the area.

The mountain’s twin summits consist of serpentinite, a rock 
which is very high in magnesium, producing soils of unusual 
chemistry (serpentine soil). The landscape is strewn with many 
sizable boulders which exhibit a variety of lithologies including 
high-pressure metamorphic rocks of amphibolite, blueschist, 
greenschist, and eclogitic grade. Native American pecked curvilinear nucleated petroglyphs 
created by the Coast Miwok people are also found here.

Almost without exception the rocks on Ring Mountain belong to a class scientists call metamor-
phic. Metamorphism is a process by which rocks, which may be sedimentary, igneous, or other 
metamorphic rocks, change in composition and appearance, losing their original identity. Geol-
ogists believe that the high-grade metamorphic rocks on Ring Mountain were originally basalts 
that came up from the earth’s mantle through vents deep under the Pacific Ocean. About 30 of 
the mountain’s boulders are decorated with unusual curvilinear markings, ovals, and circles. 
These are definitely not a product of metamorphic alteration. Instead, they are Native Marinite 
petroglyphs, only known in Marin County.

Despite intensive research, archaeologists still are not in agreement as to when they were carved 
and what they signify. What is clear, however, is that the site was used by Coast Miwok Natives 
with advanced skills and technologies. Mortar holes and other artifacts found here have been 
dated at nearly 2,400 years old.
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Resurrected Tribes and Triblets of Marin County
Alaguali, Omiomi, and Olompali Geluasibe, Chocoay, Choquinico, and Puscuy, Wappo, 

Patwin, Ohlone, Livantolomi, Gualomi, Jauyomi, and Lupuyomi. Pomos, Ocolom, Echajutti, 
and Yaui, Segloque, Guacayomi (probably Guatta), Echacolom, Yuipa, Puscuy,Lupuyomi, 
cotomko’tca, Puyukuis, Ewu, Guaulen, Olema, Echatamal, Segloque, Cotpoloyomi Geluatamal, 
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Lupualic, Pusuluma, Chupcan, 
Julpun, Ompin, Saclan, Tatcan, 
Volvon, Ohlone/Costanoan, 
Patwin, Wappo and Yokuts, 
Livantolomi, Gaulomi, Wapp, 
Guilucs, Nanaguani Mottococha, 
Naique, Livanegula and Tini-
casia are just a few of the tribes 
named in Marin records. 

The first Huimens controlled 
the southern tip of the Marin 
Peninsula, including the lands 
surrounding Richardson Bay, 
the southeastern slopes of Mt. 
Tamalpais, the Ring Mountain 
vicinity, and the lowlands north 
of Ring Mountain, perhaps as 
far north as Larkspur Creek, 
including extensive GGNRA 

lands. They probably controlled Muir Beach and adjacent Redwood Creek drainage on the 
Pacific Coast side of the Marin Peninsula, as well. The Huimen group controlled approximately 
38 square miles of lands, of which one quarter was dense redwood groves and more than half 
was steep terrain.

The Miwok family consists of the Western Miwok languages (Lake and Coast) and the Eastern 
languages (Bay, Plains, Northern Sierra, Central Sierra and Southern Sierra). According to Dr. 
Callaghan “these languages were about as far apart as members of the Germanic family, and 
they are not mutually intelligible.”

“The Tamales” to the northwest of the mission, including Ocolom, Echajutti, and Yaui in the hills, 
and Segloque, Guacayomi (probably Guatta), Echacolom, and Yuipa on or adjacent to Tomales 
Bay. Parents of many of the children were baptized in early 1818. The pattern of predominately 
“Tamales” baptisms at Mission San Rafael continued through the rest of 1818, with the notable 
addition of the final groups of San Antonio Creek region people (43 people), separately identified.

The Coast Miwoks settled in an area between today’s Fourth Street and Fifth Avenue. 
They called this place Nanaguani, and it was said that Yu’-tenm’e-chah, a wiseguy evil spirit, 
liked to come down from the hills at night and frighten the sleeping Miwoks by touching the 
 The general region of the Aguasto people and closely associated southern Tamals, who are lumped 
together as Tamal Aguastos. Their villages were in the Lagunitas Creek watershed (Greenbrae, 
Kentfield, San Anselmo, Fairfax), the San Rafael Creek watershed (San Rafael), the Miller Creek 
watershed (Lucas Valley, Terra Linda), and Point San Pedro. The southern people in the region 
were explicitly labeled “Aguastos,” while the Miller Creek people were distinguished as Tamals. 
Villages: San Rafael vicinity: Awani-wi, the site of Mission San Rafael, Ewu at Gallinas Creek, 
Puyuku and Shotomoko-cha at Miller Creek. Puyuku is probably the same place as “the village 
called Piguucu from the direction of the Huimens” listed only one time at Mission Dolores. 
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Nicasio nee Olemas, Olema-Tamals, Olemoloques, Olomopass, and Tamals
in south-central Marin County was a refuge community of Coast Miwok people in the middle 

and late nineteenth century. Once a tribal village, Nicasio became a Mission San Rafael sheep 
ranch during the late Mission period. Soon after secularization a group of ex-Mission Indian 
men tried to use the Mexican legal system to gain possession of the outstation and surrounding 
land. The United States Land Commission turned down their petitions for the land in 1855, 
because they lacked papers of ownership. A Coast Miwok man named Jose Calisto bought the 
old village property in 1872 and soon after was appointed keeper of “certain old and infirm 
Indians at Nicasio” by the Marin County Board of Supervisors. The tribes names were Olemas, 
Olema-Tamals, Olemoloques, Olomopass, and generic “Tamals” who were sent down to Mission 
Dolores from the Olema region and the adjacent inland Nicasio region between 1802 and 1812.

Novato nee Omiomi Community (Novato Region)
The Novato region includes the large Omiomi regional community and the smaller Geluasibe 

community, both in the general Novato Creek and lower Petaluma River vicinity. Some chil-
dren baptized as Omiomis had parents baptized later as Geluasibes, suggesting that the terms 
may be synonyms for a single group. The Novato Creek watershed was the heartland of the 
Omiomi group. Evidence discussed in the “Exogamous Marriages” section below suggests that 
the Geluasibes lived on the headwaters of Novato Creek in the western portion of the region. 
The boundary between the Omiomi/Geluasibe population and the more northerly Olompali 
and Chocoay population probably ran eastward along the ridge north of Novato Creek to Mt. 
Burdell, then southeast down to the Petaluma River south of Olompali State Park and the Marin 
County airport, and finally eastward across the open valley of the lower Petaluma River estuary 
to the present Lakeville Road and southeast to San Pablo Bay between Black Point and Sears 
Point. On the south, I surmise that the Omiomi-Geluasibe group held the Ignacio area and the 
various open space preserves north of Big Rock Ridge, and that their lands also stretched west 
to the headwaters of Novato Creek. Samuel Barrett learned from a Coast Miwok informant that 
the village of “Tcōke’ttce” once lay along Novato Creek in the vicinity of Novato. It may have 
been the main Omiomi village site, or a subsidiary village site. Black Point at the mouth of the 
Petaluma River, marriage patterns suggest that the Geluasibe local community was inland to 
the west of Novato.

Bolinas nee Guaulenes/Baulinas
It is presumed that the Spanish settlers corrupted the plural term “Guaulenes” into “Baulinas,” 

a name applied by the Mexicans to the rancho at Bolinas Bay. Baulinas was corrupted into 
“Bolinas” during the American Period (see Gudde 1998:41). The main Guaulen villages were 
probably around Bolinas Lagoon. Their hinterlands certainly included the coast north at least to 
Double Point and the valley of Pine Gulch Creek, and south to Stinson Beach. They also probably 
utilized inland areas on the western slopes of Pine Mountain and Mount Tamalpais in the upper 
Lagunitas Creek watershed (including Alpine Lake). The inferred Bolinas Bay region includes 
approximately 50 square miles of land, a large part of which is covered with dense redwood groves. 
 The Coast Miwoks from the ocean-facing valleys from Bolinas Bay north to Bodega Harbor. The 
coastal communities are discussed as members of five regions, Bolinas Bay, Olema/Nicasio, South 
Tomales Bay (including Point Reyes), North Tomales Bay, and Bodega Bay (Figure 1). Mission 
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register entries suggest that the southernmost region, Bolinas Bay, was equivalent to the territory 
of a single regional community, the Guaulens. However, the other four regions are merely arbi-
trary zones that I utilized in order to organize mission register data regarding a large number of 
local communities associated with “the Tamales” area.

Chief Marin (about 1781-1839) from wikipedia ~ was known as the “great chief of the 
tribe Licatiut” (a branch of Coast Miwok native to present-day Marin County, California), 
according to General Vallejo’s 
semi-historical report to the first 
California State Legislature in 
1850. It was General Vallejo who 
gave Marin County its name. 
Another version of the origin of 
the county name is that the bay 
between San Pedro Point and San 
Quentin Point was named Bahía de Nuestra Señora del Rosario la Marinera in 1775, and that Marin 
is simply an abbreviation of this name. Marin was not in fact a chief, but a leading member of a 
Southern Marin tribe known as Huimen (humans)?

Marin, as he was renamed by the Christian proselytizers, was born in the early 1780’s in his 
tribe’s village and lived in peace until the catholic missionaries got ahold of him. According to 
his baptisimal records, which is all the records there are to go by, that Marin was a member of 
the Huimen (human!) tribe of the Coast Miwoks and was raised in Southern Marin. Marin’s 
thought to be burial sight known as a ranchiero named “Anamas”, was uncovered in an 1835 
survey of shellmounds around the Richardson Bay to the Mill Valley area where he is thought 
to have lived. 

Historical records indicate that he was baptized as a young man at Mission San Francisco de 
Asís (of San Francisco, California) in 1801 and eventually moved to Mission San Rafael Arcángel 
where he was an alcalde (mayor) in the 1820s. The Marin Islands, where he fled to escape the 
priests, are believed to be named in his honor as well. Vallejo headed the committee that named 
the counties. He commented in a semi-historical report on the origins of County names to the 
first California State Legislature in 1850:

“Marin. This is the name of the great chief of the tribe Licatiut....In the year 1815 or 1816 a military 
expedition proceeded to explore the country north of the bay of San Francisco, and on returning 
by the Petaluma Valley an engagement ensued with Marin, in which he was made prisoner and 
conducted to the station at San Francisco, from which he escaped, and again reaching Petaluma, 
he united his scattered forces, and thence- forward dedicated his most strenuous efforts to harass 
the troops in their hostile incursions into that part of the country....but was again taken captive 
to San Francisco in 1824; whence being set at liberty, he retired to the mission of San Rafael, and 
there died in 1834.” -- General Vallejo, 1850

Ms. Betty Goerke describes Marin as an “intelligent and multifaceted man” who managed to 
live in three worlds – the Miwok world, and the worlds of the church and the military. Marin was 
appointed Acalde or the chief overseer of all natives at the mission. In 1870, former governor Juan 
Buatista Alvarado wrote that the acaldes were slaves and tools of the catholic missionairy priests.
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The first published account referring to “Chief Marin” was in 1850, just one year after the Great 
49ers Gold Rush that started “The greatest migration of people in history”. The sole authori-
tative source for California history, Hubert H. Bancroft of which the Bancroft Library at U.C. 
Berkeley is named after, tried to dispel the narrative that General Vallejo had named the lands 
the County of Marin. Bancroft wrote in his History of California that such stories where just that. 
Yet the records scratched with quill pens recorded by the conquering catholic missionaries are 
numerous and often when referring to the legend of Chief Marin which Betty Goerke details so 
wonderfully in her over 300-page documentation in her book and where much of the information 
I am referencing here.

“Marin is significant. All existing sources have considered him to be a 
historical figure of some importance. He was witness to a time of cata-
clysmic change, and he was a survivor, buffeted by events largely out of 
his control. Through one ma’s experience, we can follow the journey of 
the Coast Miwok people from a peaceful existence in their native villages 
to the desperate times when white settlers stole both their land and their 
livelihood. But this tragic story does not have an entirely tragic ending, 
for even after the arrival of the Americans, when the Indians were 
devalued and belittled, they were not destroyed. Their struggle to win 
federal recognition for their tribe, was finally accomplished in the year 
2020, is testament to their strength and identity as Indians”. 

In Fall of 1775, the missionaries secured natives to build out Mission De St. Francis of Asis 
which became known as Mission Delores and continue the processing and converting of natives 
to Catholicism and a life of servitude to the missionaries, while tribal members who were good 
slaves, were appointed accolades, or mayors, of the tribal members in the mission. The Spaniards 
ran off the native’s food supplies as well as made war with natives who were non-compliant 
over the next 100 years of Spanish Euro-White occupation of California.

The first couple to be ‘recruited’ to the SF Mission to be baptized came from Sausalito, Juluio 
and Olomojoia, Humeins (humans) from Sausalito, according to church records. The missions 
received tribal members from the Gualen, Auguasto Tamal’s and many other tribes in Marin 
were removed from their villages and taken to the mission in San Francisco and as far down as 
Santa Clara Mission for labor and to get the ‘Christianized’. 

By 1817, 1,699 Coast Miwoks were recorded to have been baptized at Mission Delores alone. 
10% were recorded from the Huimen tribe out of Sausalito. Records also show that Huicmuse 
(Chief Marin) and his bride, Mottiqui were baptized, Marino and Marina and were also married 
by the priests as well. Marino had two other wives as well that died at the mission.

The California white occupiers, led by Captain Jose Arguello and priest Blas Ordaz, organized 
a military mission into the North Bay through Marin, General Vallejo, in his five-volume history 
on California relates how Chief Marin led six hundred natives to Petaluma to counter the inva-
sion of the Catholic on-a-missionaries and Spainards. By then all natives knew their lands and 
their people were being shepherded to missions or exterminated, so fight of flight was critical for 
them and Chief Marin, and his villages, chose to fight. Marin as captured in 1817 and imprisoned 
originally at the Mission Delores. General Vallejo writes:
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“During the first weeks of his incarceration at the presidio, Marin gave signs of being reconciled 
to his fate, and it seemed that words of the Reverend Father Ramon Ablela were making a deep 
impression upon his soul. By this artifice he succeeded in persuading the Christians that he had 
taken a liking to them. As Father Abella was very insistent that the door be opened for him, and he 
was not jailed up because he had been a godfather and witness for Father Abella. Captain Arguella 
granted permission to be freed. Scarcely did the latter find himself at liberty than he stole a horse 
with a saddle and bridle, crossed the bay on a balsa raft and went to rejoin his tribe...and was the 
cause of the retarded condition in which the territory lying to the north remained for so long.”

Marino served as an expedition guide for the Spanish 
priests for a couple of years before escaping and hiding 
out for some months in the tiny Marin Islands (also 
named after him); his recapture resulted in a yearlong 
incarceration at the Presidio before his return to the 
Mission San Rafael area for about 15 years until his 
death in 1839. In 2009, a plaque commemorating Chief 
Marin was placed in Mill Valley.

This report is considered semi-historical. It puts the chief as a prisoner of the San Francisco 
mission about 1816. His death is recorded at the San Rafael Mission which he was sent to in the 
summer of 1817 records show. On December 14, 1817, he attended the mission first mass. 

Chief Marin is shown on the missions first records as being the only native to be witness and 
godparent to the first births and baptisms of the native Miwoks. In 1821, Luis Arguello, comman-
dante of the Presidio, took Marin with him as a guide during a three-week expedition to Northern 
California, looking for signs of settlers from competing European nations. Marin was probably 
chosen because of his boating and linguistic skills.

Despite such favored treatment, Marin apparently chafed under the arbitrary rule of church 
and military officials, and he twice tried to run away from mission rule. He was captured and 
imprisoned at the Presidio in 1816, but he talked a priest into having his shackles removed and 
escaped to Marin in a tule boat. The second time he was jailed, in 1824, he escaped again and, 
according to legend, hid on what are now known as the Marin Islands in San Rafael Bay.

Each time, he returned to favor and was listed in mission records as an official “alcalde” (mayor 
in residence) and witness to mission rites.

He led a delegation to Gen. Vallejo in the 1830s, asking that the priests and the military be 
constrained from whipping his Native American families.

At Mission Dolores in San Francisco in 1801 Huicmuse, Marin’s birth name, was baptized 
“Marino” after his forced conversion like all that was demanded of the natives. The missions 
“covert or die” over the years, decades, and 2 centuries of the Roman Catholic Spaniards conquest 
that resulted in the extermination of over 4 million natives since their arrival. Just from 1848 when 
300,000 natives were in California, by 1852 that number was reduced to just 

24,000 natives whose lands had been taken and their families destroyed and they were either 
set to hard labor to harvest lumber or build railroads while the females ‘serviced’ the priests and 
the children killed off. This is the true history of California’s ‘founding’ in 1850.

There is no way to corroborate the truth of this since no other records were kept except by 
the conquering missionaries. Chief Marin was also highly regarded with the white conquerors 
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for the was able to show the commandante of the San Francisco Presidio, Luis Arguello, how to 
critically navigate the difficult SF Bay tides. Marino’s maritime skills and attributes as a leader 
for his native villagers made him of high value to the mission priests. 

The San Rafael mission shows that Marin had left the mission in 1824 through mid-1825. It is 
thought for unknown reasons that Chief Marin and other tribal members had fled/escaped to 
Marin Islands to hide out from the white man missionaries. Again, in the only narrative on Chief 
Marin, Vallejo writes that Marin “hid out” on the “Marin Islands”. According to a 1865 news-
paper account, Marin used the islands to hideout to elude the priests and military and would 
frequently cause havoc at the mission and then boat back to the islands.

According to General Vallejo, the Spanish military pursued Marin to what is now San Quentin 
where he was apprehended and taken to the Delores Mission in San Francisco before being buried 
back at the St. Raphael Mission.

From the US National Park Service website:
In 1776 Spanish military landed in San Francisco and obliterated indigenous societies that dominated 

the area. Forced relocation, slave labor, and rampant spread of diseases diminished the Miwok population 
rapidly. Today descendants of Miwok peoples live throughout the Bay Area and form the recently federally 
recognized tribe, Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria.

In 1958 the federal government terminated recognition of Coast Miwok people. In 2000 federal 
legislation was signed and granted the Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria full rights afforded with 
federally recognized tribes, which isn’t actually much at al. 

Native Americans have called the San Francisco Bay region home for over 10,000 years. Park 
areas south of the Golden Gate, from the San Francisco Peninsula, to the East Bay and south to Monterey, 
are the aboriginal lands of the Ohlones (also called Costanoans). Park lands north of the Golden Gate, 
primarily in Marin County and Southern Sonoma County, are the aboriginal lands of the Coast Miwoks. 
The park’s oldest archeological site is shell material found at Land’s End, dated from 150 AD.



Chapter 5: Miwok Mythologies and Legends —Father Sky & Mother Earth  95

The earliest written record of the Coast Miwok comes from Francis Fletcher, who served as 
chaplain on Sir Francis Drake’s expedition which landed in what is now west Marin in 1579. 
Fletcher noted, “They are of a free and loving nature, without guile or treachery.” Nearly 200 years 
later, when Spanish explorer Juan Manuel de Ayala’s ship first entered the Bay in 1775, Father 
Vicente Santa Maria observed, “I found the Indians very humorous, with courteous manner, 
mimicking my prayers with chuckles—they acted like tender lambs, had fine stature, clean and 
of good color, very elegant of figure.” At the time, their estimated total population in the area 
was around 2,000. The same mystic pull that kept Smith’s ancestors in Marin for thousands of 
years, binds its modern residents to this paradise aka “Marvelous Marin”.

The mythology of the Miwok Native Americans are myths of their world order, their creation 
stories and ‘how things came to be’ created. Miwok myths suggest their spiritual and philosophical 
world view. In several different creation stories collected from Miwok people, Coyote was seen as 
their ancestor and creator god, sometimes with the help of other animals, forming the earth and 
making people out of humble materials like feathers or twigs. 

Daily Life of the Miwoks
Sweat houses, which were semi-subterranean, framed with 

wood and roofed with woven branches, tules and clay, were more 
permanent structures. Like many other California Native Ameri-
cans, the people of Marin used sweat houses for purification and 
cleansing before hunting, and as meeting and sleeping quarters 
for the men.

Each central village community had a dance house, a circular, 
semi-subterranean building with the floor 30 to 50 feet in diameter. 
Several of these floors, at different levels, the remnants of dance 
houses dating from different periods in time, have been found by 
archeologists at Cotomko’tca on Miller Creek.

Ceremonies and dances played a large part in tribelet life. 
Elaborate feather costumes and headdresses, decorated with bone 
hairpins, shell beads and abalone ornaments, as well as special 
body paint designs, were used for these dances. Some dances were accompanied by cocoon or 
split-stick rattles, whistles, and foot drums, as well as by singers. Bone and shell fragments, 
all that remain of the beautiful costumes, have been found throughout Marin County over the 
decades. Often found in Marin are stone mortars and pestles, used for grinding acorns, other 
seeds and body paints. 

The natives used only what nature gave them and nothing more. Everything was fecundit and 
all lie was precious. This is why they lived simply and WITH nature not using her as simply a 
supply house and sewer to dump our waste, since the white man came and took their lands.

The Coast Miwok baskets are works of art and function. The few specimens still remaining 
show fine workmanship. Early descriptions and basketry impressions in clay from archeolog-
ical sites confirm the basketry was a highly developed art. Large conical baskets supported by 
tumplines around the forehead were used to carry bulky and heavy loads. Watertight baskets 
were used for cooking; hot rocks dropped into the basket’s contents brought them quickly to a 
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boil. Finely wrought hairnets, as well as nets used for trapping small animals and birds, were 
further evidences of the weavers’ skill.

Boats used by the Coast Miwok were made of tules bundled and tied in a canoe-like shape. 
Clothing was needed only in inclement weather. Men usually wore nothing; women wore skirts 
or aprons of shredded bark or tules, or fringed deerskin. Woven fur blankets were also worn. Hair 
was worn loose, confined in a net, or tied up in a knot or club. Women’s chins were sometimes 
tattooed; both men and women wore ornaments in their pierced ears or noses. 

Chipped stone was used for many purposes. Chert, which is native to Marin, is common in 
archeological sites in the form of cutting tools, scrapers and drills. Obsidian, volcanic glass traded 
from northern California, was fashioned into projectile points for arrows and spears, as well as 
knives, and into large blades with no practical use but valued as items of wealth.

According to Miwok mythology, the people believed in animal and human spirits, and spoke 
of animal spirits as their ancestors. Coyote in many tales figures as their ancestor, creator god, and a 
trickster god. The Miwok mythology is similar to other Native American myths of Northern California.  
 By the end of the summer of 1817, no Coast Miwok-speaking communities were extant south 
of a line from Olema to Sonoma because they had been ‘absorbed’ into the Catholic missions 
systems so their lands could be taken and the people enslaved by the conquering/invading white 
slave owners from Europe. 

Fewer than half of the people of the 
South Tomales Bay/Point Reyes region 
were still in their villages, the others 
having gone to Mission Dolores in small 
groups between 1809 and 1815, and in 
larger groups in 1816 and 1817. By the 
end of 1817 the only completely intact 
Coast Miwok communities were those of 
the North Tomales Bay, Bodega Bay, and 
Bloomfield/Cotati regions.

Native brown skin Marinites were to be 
emancipated and put into labor while the 
women abused and the children separated 
from the parents. The religious missionary 
priests used the labor of the natives for 
their own profits and gains sold as mission 
wealth was being used to generate revenue for the public good, such as to pay the salary of the 
majordomo, parish priests, and schools, while natives were paid nothing and barely fed, as you 
can read in the ensuing chapter of the Miwoks at Mission San Rafael.

In early May of 1834 Governor Figueroa presented the secularization law of 1833 to the terri-
torial California legislature with a request for advice regarding its enforcement. A surprisingly 
balanced document, the Reglamento Provisional para la secularizacion de las Misiones de la Alta 
California (Provisional Ordinance for the secularization of the Missions of Upper California), 
was approved by the California legislature in secret session and published under Figueroa’s 
signature on August 9, 1834.
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“Bait and Swich”... The Promise to the Natives

“We’re all feeling the effects of attempted genocide, even if we don’t realize it. It’s like a song that 
lives for generations, and you don’t know where it comes from. A lot of our insecurities come from 
generations of prejudice and mistreatment by invaders. You don’t have to be affected by it directly. 
It can be passed down,” ~ Miwok Greg Sarris

“Grandmother kept the language silent. The older children were told not to speak the Indian 
language. The younger ones were not taught it. My mother did not know enough of the language 
to speak it and would not let father speak it either. They did not want to appear different from the 
community where they lived....” ~ Miwok Jeanne Billy

Regardless of having their lands taken from them, given unofficial status, and their legends, 
and people, buried under, some Coast Miwoks continue to feel connected to Marin, their ancient 
home. The provisional Reglamento of Spain divided up the native lands and then promised them 
the development of communal native Miwok’s land-holding pueblos around each of the missions. 
The Original Ones were to ‘receive’ farm plots, half of the livestock and movable agricultural 
property, as well as “enough land to pasture their stock,” the latter to be held in common. This, 
after the white man took their lands away and shepherded them into the mission by force and 
coercion! 

As I chronicle in my book on the “Founding of California by Genocide”, over 100 massacres 
were chronicled that were conducted by some 150 California and Mormon Battalions, sponsored 
by the US Government under the guise of the 1846-1848 Mexican-American War, that was called 
a “slaughterfest” by General Fremont, who helped organize the killing brigades.

It’s a fact that the very first Governor of California, For a variety of reasons, the Coast Miwok 
were decimated when the Spaniards and Pioneers invaded the land. Foreign diseases, inhumane 
treatment, and prejudice persisted from the first days of the Mission in 1769 through the time 
of Ranchos and settlement by the U.S. in the late 1800s. The effect of the numerous hardships 
inflicted upon the Coast Miwok cannot be underestimated, as Tomales Miwok Greg Sarris points 
out in Ortiz’s A History of the Coast Miwok.

All of it, including stone tools and idols apparently created for trade with other tribes, was 
removed, reburied in an undisclosed location on site and apparently graded over, destroying the 
geologic record and ending any chance of future study, archaeologists said. Not a single artifact 
was saved. All of it was removed and relocated to an undisclosed location on site and paved 
over. Not a single item was saved. The carbon-dated geologic record in the soil was destroyed, 
as was ethnographic evidence of dietary information and household items, and goods that were 
traded. Archaeologists say it was the largest and best-preserved American Indian site found in 
the Bay Area in at least a century.

Because they lived closest to the Presidio’s military garrison, members of the Ohlone tribe 
that inhabited the San Francisco Peninsula, called the Yelamu, were baptized and taken into the 
missions as early as the 1770s and 1780’s. By 1810, introduced diseases, forced labor, and efforts 
to indoctrinate the indigenous peoples into an alien society and religion led to a tragic destruction 
of the way of life of Ohlones and Coast Miwoks. Because the Coast Miwok tribes lived further 
north, their indoctrination came a little later. 
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In 1783, several members of the Huimen community, who inhabited the southern-most part 
of Marin County, were the first of the Coast Miwok forced by the white priest to leave their 
homeland for Mission San Francisco. This initial migration was a sign of the times to come. By 
1810, the European Americano introduced diseases, forced labor, and efforts to indoctrinate the 
indigenous peoples into an alien society and religion led to a tragic destruction of the way of life 
of Ohlones and Coast Miwoks. Once again, the native’s had the utmost respect for ALL NATURE 
and only took what they needed, nothing more.

Californio’s, The FIRST PEOPLE and Sausalito the FIRST HUMEINS ?!?
The Mewuk tribes, those inhabiting the western slopes and foothills of the Sierra, call the ancient 

myths oo’-ten-ne or oot’-ne, meaning the history of the FIRST PEOPLE. (The Northern Mewuk 
say oo’-ten nas’-se-sa.) In this connection it may be significant that the name of Bower Cave, the 
home of Too’-le and He-le’-jah, two great chiefs of the FIRST PEOPLE, is Oo’-tin.

“Each tribe had at least 
200 people and each had two 
leaders, one male and one 
female, both of whom were 
chosen based upon personal 
characteristics rather than 
heredity. Tribal members spoke 
dialects of at least two closely 
related languages, Marin and 
Bodega Miwok,” Ortiz wrote. 
One of the few remaining myths 
that have survived is the story 
of where souls would go after 
someone had died. 

In a teacher’s resource packet from the Marin Museum of the Modern Indian called The Coast 
Miwok Indians, the story is outlined.

“The Coast Miwok believed that the dead would leap into the ocean at Point Reyes. From 
there they went out through the surf, following a string which took them west to a road leading 
to the setting sun. There, Coyote greeted them in the afterworld and they stayed there forever,” 
explains the resource guide.

The many legends of the native inhabitants of California goes back much farther than our 
mythology: it goes all the way back to the Creation of the FIRST PEOPLE--beings who inhabited 
the country for a long period before man was created. The myths of the Mewan tribes abound 
in magic, and many of them suggest a moral. They tell of the doings of the FIRST PEOPLE--of 
their search for fire; of their hunting exploits; of their adventures, including battles with giants 
and miraculous escapes from death; of their personal attributes, including selfishness and jeal-
ousy and their consequences; of the creation of Indian people by a divinity called Coyote-man; 
and finally of the transformation of the FIRST PEOPLE into animals and other objects of nature.

Some explain the origin of thunder, lightning, the rainbow, and other natural phenomena; 
some tell of a flood, when only the tops of the highest mountains broke the waves; others of a 



Chapter 5: Miwok Mythologies and Legends —Father Sky & Mother Earth  99

cheerless period of cold and darkness before the acquisition of the coveted heat and light-giving 
substance, which finally was stolen and brought home to the people.

Fundamental Elements of Mewan Legend and Mythology
The more important features of Mewan Mythology may be summarized as follows:
The existence of a FIRST PEOPLE, beings who differed materially from the present native 

brown skin Californio’s, and who, immediately before the present native culture was created, 
were transformed into animals, trees, rocks, and in some cases into stars and other celestial bodies 
or forces--for even Sah’-win-ne the Hail, and Nuk’-kah the Rain were FIRST PEOPLE.

The more important features of Mewan Mythology may be summarized as follows: 
• The existence of a FIRST PEOPLE, beings who differed materially from the present Indians, 

and who, immediately before the present Indians were created, were transformed into 
animals, trees, rocks, and in some cases into stars and other celestial bodies or forces—for 
even Sah’-win-ne the Hail, and Nuk’-kah the Rain were FIRST PEOPLE. 

• The preëxistence of Coyote-man, the Creator, a divinity of unknown origin and fabulous 
‘magic,’ whose influence was always for good. 1

• The existence (in some cases preëxistence) of other divinities, notably Wek’-wek the Falcon, 
grandson and companion of Coyote-man, Mol’-luk the Condor, father of Wek’-wek, and 
Pe-tā’-le the Lizard, who, according to several tribes, assisted Coyote-man in the creation 
of Indian people. 

• The possession of supernatural powers or magic by Coyote-man, Wek’-wek, and others of 
the early divinities, enabling them to perform miracles. 

• The prevalence of universal darkness, which in the beginning overspread the world and 
continued for a very long period. 

• The existence at a great distance of a primordial heat and light giving substance indiffer-
ently called fire, sun, or morning—for in the early myths these were considered identical 
or at least interconvertible. 2

• The presence of a keeper or guardian of the fire, it being foreseen by its first possessors that 
because of its priceless value efforts would be made to steal it. 

• The theft of fire, which in all cases was stolen from people or divinities living at a great 
distance. 

• The preservation of the stolen fire by implanting it in the oo’-noo or buckeye tree, where it 
was and still is, accessible to all. 

• The power of certain personages or divinities—as Ke’-lok the North Giant, Sah’-te the 
Weasel-man, and O-wah’-to the Big-headed Lizard—to use fire as a weapon by sending it 
to pursue and overwhelm their enemies. 

• The conception of the sky as a dome-shaped canopy resting on the earth and perforated, 
on the sides corresponding to the cardinal points, with four holes which are continually 
opening and closing. A fifth hole, in the center of the sky, directly overhead, is spoken of 
by some tribes. 

• The existence, at or near the north hole in the sky, of Thunder Mountain, a place of excessive 
cold. 
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• The presence of people on top of or beyond the sky. 
• The presence of people on the underside of the earth. (This belief may not be held by all 

the tribes.) 
• The existence of Rock Giants, who dwelt in caves and carried off and devoured people. 
• The tendency of the dead to rise and return to life on the third or fourth day after death. 
• The prevention of the rising of the dead and their return to life by Meadowlark-man, who 

would not permit immortality. 
• The creation of real people, the ancestors of the present Indians, by the transformation of 

feathers, sticks, or clay. 3 Of these beliefs, origin from feathers is the most distinctive and 
widespread, reaching from Fresno Creek north to Clear Lake. 4 

• The completion and perfection of newly created man by the gift of five fingers from Pe-tā’-le 
the Lizard-man, who, having five himself, understood their value. 

https://www.yosemite.ca.us/library/dawn_of_the_world/04.html

Minor Beliefs
In addition to the more fundamental elements of Mewan Mythology 

there are numerous beliefs which, while equally widespread, vary with 
the tribe and are of less importance. Among these are the tales of the 
elderberry tree—the source of music and other beneficent gifts to the 
people. In the beginning of the world the elderberry tree, as it swayed to 
and fro in the breeze, made sweet music for the Star-maidens and kept 
them from falling asleep; its wood served Tol’-le-loo for a flute when he 
put the Valley People to sleep so that he might steal the fire; and today 
it serves for flutes and clapper-sticks in nearly all the tribes and plays a 
vital part in their ceremonial observances. 

Other widespread beliefs are that the great hunters of the FIRST PEOPLE were the Raven, 
Cougar, and Gray Fox; that Mermaids or Water-women, who sometimes harm people, dwell in 
the ocean and in certain rivers; that the echo is the Lizard-man talking back; that certain divin-
ities have the magic power of accomplishing their desires by wishing; and that the red parts 
of birds—as the chin of the Humming-bird, the underside of the wings and tail of the western 
Flicker, the breast of the Robin, and the red head of the Mountain Tanager and certain others, 
indicate that these parts have been in contact with the fire. 

Local or Tribal Myths
There are also numerous local beliefs, confined to particular tribes or groups of tribes. Thus 

the Inneko tribes, those living north of San Francisco Bay, tell of a flood; the two coast tribes say 
that in the beginning the Divinity Coyote-man came to America from the west by crossing the 
Pacific Ocean on a raft; the Northern Mewuk believe that they came from the Cougar-man and 
Grizzly Bear-woman; the Tu’-le-yo’-me say that when Sah’-te set the world on fire, Coyote-man 
made the flood and put out the fire. Other local myths are that Wek’-wek was born of a rock; that 
Chā’-ke the Tule-wren, a poor despised orphan boy, shot out the sun, leaving the world in total 
darkness; that His’-sik the Skunk, whose greed and oppression were intolerable, was destroyed by 
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the superior cunning of Too’-wik the Badger; that He’-koo-lās the Sun-woman owed her brilliancy 
to a coat of resplendent abalone shells; that the We’-ke-wil’-lah brothers, tiny Shrews, stole the fire 
from Kah’-kah-te the Crow and by touching a bug to the spark made the first firefly. Numerous 
others will be found in the tales—in fact every tribe has myths of its own. 

Furthermore, in the general mythologies, each band or subtribe has slight variants, so that 
even the creation myths, as related by different bands, present minor differences. 

The repeated mention in the mythologies of certain objects and practices (as the ceremonial 
roundhouse, the use of the stone mortar and pestle for grinding acorns, the use of baskets for 
cooking, the use of the bow and arrow and sling in hunting, the practice of gambling by means 
of the hand-game, and many others) proves that these objects and observances are not of recent 
introduction but were among the early possessions and practices of the Mewan tribes.

It is important to discriminate between the real mythology of a people, the tales that deal 
with personages and events of the very remote past, and present day myths, which deal with 
happenings of the hour or of the very recent past.. 

The names of individual personages among the FIRST PEOPLE were carried on to the animals, 
objects, or forces which these people became at the time of their final transformation and are still 
borne by them. Hence in the accompanying stories the names of the various animals and objects 
should not be understood as referring to them as they exist today but to their remote ancestors 
among the FIRST PEOPLE. Whatever their original form—and the Indian conception seems to 
picture them as half human—the distinctive attributes of the FIRST PEOPLE were in the main 
handed down to the animals and objects they finally became. 

Thus Oo-soom’-ma-te’s fondness for acorns was not diminished by her transformation into the 
Grizzly Bear; Yu’-wel’s skill as a hunter did not forsake him when he turned into the Gray Fox; 
He-le’-jah’s prowess as a deer slayer lost nothing when he changed to the Cougar; and Too’-pe’s 
nocturnal ways were not abandoned when she became the Kangaroo Rat. Similarly, Ko-to’-lah’s 
habit of jumping into the water is perpetuated by the Frog; Too’-wek’s preëminence as a digger is 
still conspicuous in the Badger; To-to’-ka-no’s loud penetrating voice is even now a signal charac-
teristic of the Sandhill Crane; while the swiftness of flight of Wek’-wek, Hoo-loo’-e, and Le’-che-che 
who could shoot through the holes in the sky, ever opening and closing with lightning rapidity, 
are today marked attributes of the Falcon, Dove, and Humming-bird. 
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So it is also with Nuk’-kah the Shower and Sah’-win-ne the Hail, who were sent to overtake 
and capture a fleeing enemy and who to this day are noted for the velocity and force of their 
movements. Such cases might be multiplied almost indefinitely. 

The essence of Yelamu life, like that of all Californio brown skin natives, was interdependence, 
respect for the natural world, and a cosmic order preserved by ritual, self-purification, and 
moderation.

The Yelamu did not practice agriculture, but they were expert hunters and knew every edible 
and medicinal plant that grew within the boundaries of their little world. Their practices allowed 
them to survive for millennia, without doing major damage to the earth.

The center of social life, for men, was the temescal, the sweat lodge, where they gathered to 
socialize and hang out. Both sexes met at village centers where stories were recited, and traditional 
songs sung again and again, accompanied by endless dancing—another link with the frolicsome 
city to come. A persistent complaint among early Spanish settlers was that the Indians’ endless 
singing prevented them from sleeping.

A few fragments of Ohlone songs have come down to us. One seems to be a form of sympa-
thetic magic, like the ancient cave paintings at Lascaux and Altamira: “I dream of you, / I dream 
of you jumping. / Rabbit, / Jackrabbit, / Quail.” There is an endearingly direct line from a love 
song: “Come! Come! I mean you with the brown hat.” And last, and most haunting, a single line 
that could be the city’s motto: “Dancing on the brink of the world.”

Both the Ohlone and Coast Miwok peoples were organized into small, politically indepen-
dent societal groups or tribes; the Ohlones had about 50 tribes and the Coast Miwoks had 
approximately14 tribes. Ethno history suggests that small villages were maintained along the 
marshlands. In San Francisco, the villages were located at today’s Fort Mason, Crissy Field, 
and Sutro Baths. In Marin, the Coast Miwok encampments were located near today’s Horse-
shoe Cove in Fort Baker and at Big Lagoon at Muir Beach. Groups moved annually between 
temporary and permanent village sites in a seasonal round of hunting, fishing, and gathering. 
Periodic burning of the landscape was conducted to promote the growth of native grasses for 
seed gathering and to create forage for deer and elk. The world view and spirituality of both 
the Ohlones and Coast Miwoks were expressed in a complexly woven tapestry of stories, myth, 
song, dance, and ritual.

Because they lived closest to the Presidio’s military garrison, members of the Ohlone tribe 
that inhabited the San Francisco Peninsula, called the Yelamu, were baptized and taken into the 
missions as early as the 1770s and 1780s. Because the Coast Miwok tribes lived further north, 
their indoctrination came a little later. In 1783, several members of the Huimen community, who 
inhabited the southern-most part of Marin County, were the first of the Coast Miwok to leave 
their homeland for Mission San Francisco. This initial migration was a sign of the times to come. 

As the languages of the tribes composing the Mewan stock show varying degrees of kinship, 
so their myths exhibit varying relationships. Those of the Sierra region are the most closely inter-
related; those of the San Francisco Bay region and northward the most divergent. 

Penutian, Languages of the Native Marinites
The Miwoks are Penutian-language speaking people consisting of several contiguous but 

separate tribes and clans who were independent of one another. The Miwoks/Mewuks were 
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lumped together as a single name for an entire set of tribes and clans that were never adjoined 
in name or culture previous to white man’s arrival.

These tribes were sub-grouped into Southern Sierra, Northern Sierra, Central Sierra, Lake, 
Coast, Plains, and Bay Miwoks that once thrived in beauty and abundance and diversity and 
harmony and peace and Love until the mid-1850’s when over 160 massacres were conducted by 
the US military and land/human bounty hunters. The caves throughout the Penutian mythology 
were personified as well, all sentient and living, sometimes benevolent, sometimes maleficent 
to humans but all due redress, respect, honor, supplication and love. The trees were/are angel 
beings or the Cherubim, and the animals the Seraphim angles beings, all accessible to the natives 
of One America and the tribes showed their people how to do this through tradition, legend, 
dance and song.

They knew the value of every tree 
(house), stick (fire) and stone (arrow), 
plants, (food/medicine), water, etc. 

The Southern Sierra Miwoks, in what 
is now Mariposa County developed over 
thousands of years time. Within each 
tribe were well organized and complex 
community structures and roles. The 
tribes, like in Tibet, would not name a 
child until it was a few years old, since 
being a part of the community was more 
important than individual identities. Also, many times, children were named after their affiliation 
to Nature. 

The myths of creation after an epic flood or ocean, the Earth Diver, and the Coyote as ancestor 
and trickster compare to Central and Northern California mythemes of Yokuts mythology, Ohlone 
mythology and Pomo mythology. The myths of “First People” dying out to be replaced with the 
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Miwok people is a “deeply impressed conception” shared by Natives in Northwestern California. 
The Miwok believed there existed a “people who lived before real people” who in some tales 
have died out, in others are the same as the supernatural animal spirits.

Several creation fragments exist detailing Coyote’s place in the family of the “first spirits” 
on earth. According to the Coast Miwok, Coyote was the declared grandfather of the Falcon. 
There existed animal spirits and a few star-people spirits. According to Coast Miwok, the dead 
jumped into the ocean at Point Reyes and followed something like a string leading west beyond 
the breaker waves, that took them to the setting sun. There they remained with Coyote in an 
afterworld “ute-yomigo” or “ute-yomi”, meaning “dead home.”

The names of individual personages among the FIRST PEOPLE were carried on to the animals, 
objects, or forces which these people became at the time of their final transformation and are still 
borne by them. Hence in the accompanying stories the names of the various animals and objects 
should not be understood as referring to them as they exist today but to their remote ancestors 
among the FIRST PEOPLE. Whatever their original form--and the Indian conception seems to 
picture them as half human--the distinctive attributes of the FIRST PEOPLE were in the main 
handed down to the animals and objects they finally became.

Thus Oo-soom’-ma-te’s fondness for acorns was not diminished by her transformation into the 
Grizzly Bear; Yu’-wel’s skill as a hunter did not forsake him when he turned into the Gray Fox; 
He-le’-jah’s prowess as a deer slayer lost nothing when he changed to the Cougar; and Too’-pe’s 
nocturnal ways were not abandoned when she became the Kangaroo Rat. Similarly, Ko-to’-lah’s 
habit of jumping into the water is perpetuated by the Frog; Too’-wek’s preëminence as a digger is 
still conspicuous in the Badger; To-to’-ka-no’s loud penetrating voice is even now a signal charac-
teristic of the Sandhill Crane; while the swiftness of flight of Wek’-wek, Hoo-loo’-e, and Le’-che-che 
who could shoot through the holes in the sky, ever opening and closing with lightning rapidity, 
are today marked attributes of the Falcon, Dove, and Humming-bird. So it is also with Nuk’-kah 
the Shower and Sah’-win-ne the Hail, who were sent to overtake and capture a fleeing enemy 
and who to this day are noted for the velocity and force of their movements. Such cases might 
be multiplied almost indefinitely.

Story-telling was a principle activity of the hundreds of tribes of Alta California. They 
told about the mythic times of this one creation. They tell of man’s creation from Nature 
and define what humans need to do to be of benefit. Morals, principles and reverence for 
Nature was primary lessons and that the old and the new exist together and that people 
can still connect with a sacred and powerful past to help themselves, and others, in the 
world today.

A precise knowledge of the nature of the universe resulted in precise and defined knowl-
edge of the natural world. The Miwoks named hundreds of flora and fauna, many of them 
associated with powers from the past, still accessible today. Lands, rocks, homes and historic 
monuments and powerful beings that resided with them. They were a part of Nature, not a 
part from. Nature was sacred, not a tree to be cut and sold or water to be bottled and sold for 
profit and personal gain.
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Creation of Man 
The Creation of Man story was told inside their sacred center of their community, or cere-

monial house as well as a sweat lodge, to remove demonic impurities and gain hidden insight 
into the other worlds. The vision quests showed how the world was organized geographically 
with upper, lower and middle realms. Also, how the structure of their tribes of higher and lower 
powers, persons with certain talents, attributes and was hereditary and generational. Women had 
the final say who stayed in any tribe while the men ran the day to day operations and provided 
food and protection while a Shaman cared for the ill and injured. Everyone had a purpose and 
a role in their communities, unlike today.

Mol’-luk the Condor looking off over the World from his Rock on Mount Diablo. 
(Diablo = Devil in Spanish)

After awhile the world cooled off and Wek’-wek came back to Oo’-yum-
bel’-le (Mount Diablo) to see his father Mol’-luk and his grandfather O-let’te. 
He said to Mol’-luk, “O father;” and Mol’-luk answered, “What is it my son?” 
Wek’-wek asked, “How can we make Mew’-ko (native people) and have them 
in the country?” His father replied, “I cannot tell you; ask your grandfather, 
he can tell you.” So Wek’-wek asked his grandfather, O-let’-te, how they were 
going to make people. O-let’-te answered, “Hah-hah, it will take you a good while to do that. 
If you are going to do that you must have a head. If people are coming you must first put out 
[provide] everything everywhere so they can live. If you want to do this I will think about it.” “I 
want to see it done,” answered Wek’-wek.

“All right,” said O-let’-te, “I know how. I must catch the three birds--Choo’-hoo the Turkey 
Buzzard, Kok’-kol the Raven, and Ah-wet’-che the Crow. The only way to catch these birds is to 
make-believe dead.” So Wek’-wek and O-let’-te went out on the plain together and O-let’-te lay 
down on the ground and pretended he was dead. He opened his mouth and let his tongue out 
and relaxed himself so Choo’-hoo the Buzzard would think he was dead. He told Wek’-wek he 
would call if he caught the birds; and Wek’-wek went away. Soon Choo’-hoo the Turkey Buzzard 
came sailing over and saw the dead Coyote-man and circled around and lit on the ground beside 
him. Kok’-kol the Raven and Ah-wet’-che the Crow saw Choo’-hoo go down and knew that 
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he had found something to eat, so they too hastened to the place. just as all three began to eat, 
O-let’-te suddenly sprang up and caught them. He then called Wek’-wek to come, and told him 
to pick off the feathers and be careful not to lose a single one. This Wek’-wek did; he picked all 
the feathers from the three birds and. took them all home.

Then he asked his grandfather, “What are we going to do next?”
“Make people,” answered O-let’-te.

“All right,” said Wek’-wek, “do you know how?”
“Yes,” answered O-let’-te.

Wek’-wek then told Mol’-luk his father that they were going to make people.
Mol’-luk answered, “All right.”

Next morning O-let’-te and Wek’-wek took the feathers and traveled over all the country. They 
picked out the places where they wanted Indian villages to be, and in each place stuck up three

feathers--one for Chā’-kah the Chief, one for Mi’-yum, the head woman or Woman Chief, and 
one for Soo-lā-too the poor. And they gave each place its name--the name it has always had and 
bears today. The next morning the three feathers at each place stood up and came to life and 
became Mew’-ko [Indian People]. This is the way people were made in the beginning and this is 
the way all the different rancherias or villages were named. After that O-let’-te said to Wek’-wek, 
“Now we also are going to change; I am going to be a hunting animal and you are going to be a 
hunting bird.” So O-let’-te the Coyote-man, whose form up to this time we do not know, changed 
to the Coyote, a furry hunting animal and became the first furry animal. And Wek’-wek changed 
to the Falcon, a hunting bird.

HE’-KOO-LAS THE SUN-WOMAN O’ye The Coyote-man
The world was dark. The only light anywhere was He’-koo-lās the Sun-woman. She lived far 

away in the east. The people wanted light, and O’-ye the Coyote-man sent two men to bring 
He’-koo-lās. They traveled along time, for they had far to go. When they came to the place where 
she lived she refused to go back with them. So they came back alone and told O’-ye. Then he sent 
more men; this time he sent enough men to bring her whether she wanted to come or not. They 
made the long journey to her home and tied her with ropes and brought her back to make light 
for the people. Her entire body was covered with ah’-wook--the beautiful iridescent shells of the 
abalone; these made her shine so brightly that she gave off light and it was hard to look at her.

LOO-P-OI’-YES ~ The ROCK GIANT of Tamalpais A TALE OF THE 
HOO’-KOO-E’-KO 

(Some of my fondest memories, where mountain biking began, 
was on the Hoo-koo-e-ko trail on a regular basis and never knew 
why the name, or the sacred tales of the natives until I researched 
this book.)

A woman had a husband and two boy babies’ twins. The woman’s 
brother killed her husband and the little boys did not know that 
they ever had a father. When they were big enough, they went off 

every day to play by a big rock in the woods. They went always to the same place; they liked 
this place and always went there. This was the very place where their father, when he was alive, 
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used to go every day to sing, but the little boys did not know this--for they did not even know 
that they had ever had a father.

One day the boys heard somebody say: “You come here every day just as your father used to.” 
The voice came from the rock; it was the voice of Loo’-poo-oi’-yes 31 the Rock Giant. Then the 
boys knew they had had a father. They went to the rock and saw long hairs sticking up. These 
hairs grew out of the nostrils of Loo’-poo-oi’-yes; the boys took hold of them and pulled them 
out. This made Loo’-poo-oi’-yes angry and he took a long-hooked stick and tried to catch the 
boys to kill them. He was all rock except a place on his throat where he wore an abalone shell. 
The boys saw this and shot their arrows through it and killed him. When he died he fell to pieces; 
the pieces were rocks and scattered over the ground. Inside he was flesh like other people, but 
outside he was rock, except the place on his throat where the abalone shell was. The name Loo’-
poo-oi’-yes means literally the old man of rock, from loo’poo rock, and oi’yes old man.

O’-ye the Coyote-man
Wek’-wek the Falcon, O’-ye’s grandson

Ko-to’-lah the Frog-woman

A TALE OF How THE HOO’-KOO-E’-KO  
OF NICASIO FOUND HIS WIFE

The world was made by O’-ye the Coyote-man. The earth was covered with water. The only 
thing that showed above the water was the very top of Oon’-nah-pi’s around where Sonoma Peak, 
forty miles north of San Francisco is located. 

In the beginning O’-ye came on a raft from the west, from across the ocean. His raft was a mat of 
tules and split sticks; it was long and narrow. O’-ye landed on the top of Oon’-nah-pi’s and threw 
his raft-mat out over the water--the long way north and south, the narrow way east and west; 
the middle rested on the rock on top of the peak. This was the beginning of the world and the 
world is still long and narrow like the mat--the long way north and south, the narrow way east 
and west. When O’-ye was sitting alone on top of Oon’-nah-pi’s, and all the rest of the world was 
covered with water, he saw a feather floating toward him, blown by the wind from the west--the 
direction from which he himself had come. He asked the feather, “Who are you?”

The feather made no reply.
He then told the feather about his family and all his relatives. When he came to mention 

Wek’-wek, his grandson, the feather leaped up out of the water and said, “I am Wek’-wek, your 
grandson.” O’-ye the Coyote-man was glad, and they talked together.

Everyday O’-ye noticed Ko-to’-lah the Frog-woman sitting near him. Every time he saw her he 
reached out his hand and tried to catch her, but she always jumped into the water and escaped.

After four days the water began to go down, leaving more land on top of the mountain, so 
that Ko-to’-lah had to make several leaps to reach the water. This gave O’-ye the advantage and 
he ran after her and caught her. When he had caught her, he was surprised to find that she was 
his own wife from over the ocean. Then he was glad.

When the water went down and the land was dry O’-ye planted the buckeye and elderberry 
and oak trees, and all the other kinds of trees, and also bushes and grasses, all at the same time. 
But there were no people and he and Wek’-wek wanted people. Then O’-ye took a quantity of 
feathers of different kinds, and packed them up to the top of Oon’-nah-pi’s and threw them up 
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into the air and the wind carried them off and scattered them over all the country and they turned 
into people, and the next day there were people all over the land.

Note: The above story was told at Tomales Bay by an aged Hookooeko woman, now dead, who 
in her early life lived at Nicasio. Another old woman, who originally came from San Rafael, gave 
me a slightly different version. She said that O’-ye the Coyote-man made the feathers up into four 
bundles, which he set in the ground in four different places--one in the west, at San Rafael; one 
in the east, at Sonoma; one in the north, near Santa Rosa, and one in the south, on the south side 
of San Francisco Bay. Next morning all had turned into people, each bundle becoming a distinct 
tribe, speaking a language wholly different from the languages of the others.

As told by the Northern Mewuk in the Mokelumne River foothills.

Oo-soo’-ma-te the Grizzly Bear-woman
O-woo’-yah the Mother Deer

THE BEAR AND THE FAWNS OO-SOO’-MA-TE 
The Grizzly Bear had a sister-in-law whose name was O-woo’-yah the Deer. Oo-soo’-ma-te took 

her to a place in the woods to show her a good kind of clover. When they found it O-woo’-yah 
began to scratch her head. Oo-soo’-ma-te said, “Let me look in your head,” and seized her by the 
neck and killed her and took her liver out and put it in a basket and carried it home. O-woo’-yah 
the Deer was the mother of two little fawns, brothers, and Oo-soo’-ma-te was the mother of a little 
boy--a little bear cub.

When Oo-soo’-ma-te came home with the liver in her basket the little fawns asked, “Aunt, where 
is our mother?” The Bear replied, “She is out gathering clover.” After a little they asked, “Why 
doesn’t mother come home?” Then they saw the liver in the basket and smelled it and knew it 
was their mother’s liver. Then they began to cry and say, “Our mother is dead, our mother is 
dead.” Old Oo-soo’-ma-te was outside pounding acorns. The little fawns went out and asked if 
they might take her baby and play with it. She answered, “All right, but don’t hurt him.” They 
took the baby bear out in the woods to play and went to the side of a hill and dug a hole. They 
said to the cub, “We will go in first and you close the hole and smoke us, and when we call, you 
let us out. Then you go in and we will smoke you.”

So, they went in first and the baby bear closed the hole and made smoke go in, and when the 
smoke was thick the fawns called to be let out, and the cub let them out. Then the cub went in 
and the fawns closed the hole and made smoke go in. The cub said, “When I call, you let me 
out,” and the fawns answered, “All right.” But when the bear cub called to be let out the fawns 
poked more leaves and pine needles into the hole and made more smoke, and the little bear kept 
crying till he died. After he was dead they took him out. 

Then they said, “What shall we do? What shall we tell our Aunt? “Just then Oo-soo’-ma-te, who 
was still pounding acorns, called them to come home. The fawns laid the baby bear on the ground 
near the house so their Aunt could see it and told her it was asleep and they were going to play 
again. She answered, “Don’t go far, your mother will be here pretty soon. “The little brothers 
then ran off to the south as fast as they could go, so Oo-soo’-ma-te could not find them. Every 
time they passed a tree on the trail they peeled a little bark off and spat on the place and told it 
to call out when Oo-soo’-ma-te came looking for them. This they did to all the trees till they came 
to a big river with a high hill on the far side; then they crossed the river and climbed up the hill.
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Soon the trees began to shout and the fawns knew that Oo-soo’-ma-te was coming, and after a 
while they saw her coming. She saw them on the far side of the river and asked how they had 
crossed. They told her to turn her head the other way and walk backward. Then they quickly 
made a hot fire and heated two big rocks with hard white chunks in them.

When Oo-soo’-ma-te was nearly across the river the older fawn went to the edge of the water 
and knelt down, and the younger one rolled a hot rock, which just missed his brother’s knee. 
The older one then ran up to the fire and said, “Let me do that and you kneel down.” And he 
took the other big hot rock and rolled it down the hill. It grazed his brother’s knee a little and 
then hit the old bear and she fell back in the river and was drowned.

Then the fawns began to wonder what they had better do. First, they dragged the old bear out 
of the water and cut her hide on the back and made a long rope of it and took the rope with them. 

Then the younger one asked, “Where are we going now? Up east?”
“No,” answered the elder one. “Where then, going north?” “No.”

“Going west?” “No.” “Where then, south?” “No.”
“Then where are we going, up in the sky?” asked the little one.

“No,” replied the other.
“Are we going under the earth?” “Yes,” said the elder brother.

Then the younger one said, “You don’t know where we are going; ask me.” And the elder 
brother asked the younger, “Are we going north?” “No,” was the reply.

“West?” “No.”
“South?” “No.”

“Where then, under the earth?” “No.”
“Where do you want to go--up in the sky?”

“Yes,” answered the younger; so they went up in the sky and there they found their mother.

She was glad to see her boys. They said, “We are thirsty; where is the water?” She answered, 
“I have no water here, I’ll go to the spring to get it.” And she went to the spring and fell in and 
was drowned. Then the brothers let themselves down with the rope they had made from the 
hide of the Mother Bear and came back to this world. If their mother had not drowned, the fawns 
would have stayed up there and there would be no deer here on the earth.

Burial Mounds of Marin
The San Geronimo Valley also has burial mounds on the west side of White’s Hill. San Geronimo 

is interesting in other aspects. While the valley is actually named after the Catholic Saint Geronimo, 
in the hearts of many of its longtime residents, it’s the valley of Geronimo, the proud and defiant 
Apache who stood up against the onslaught of the United States military, San Geronimo’s Valley.

Mt. Tam is more than a provider, a mother, a servant to our petty needs. To the Lakota Sioux, 
Mt. Tamalpais is the Holy Right Eye of the Great Turtle. Many tribes have a legend that we all live 
on the back of a Great Turtle which forms the North American Continent. The tail of the Great 
Turtle is Florida, the mouth is the San Francisco Bay. The “holy” right eye is Mt. Tamalpais. The 
left eye is Mount Diablo in the East Bay.

White man’s HIS story tells us that the great leaders of the Lakota were dragged on pole 
litters across the country and buried in Mt. Tam’s foothills. This tradition is part of the reason, 
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we are told, that there are so many burial mounds in Marin. Yes, more likely, it was to bury the 
natives and their her-stories, as most graves are unmarked or the bodies exhumed, uprooted and 
destroyed as to “bury the evidence” for good.

The Fairfax Pavilion, for instance, sits directly on top of one of the mounds. There was a bitter 
debate about this problem in the late seventies. It was finally resolved when the pavilion was 
awarded unofficial caretakership, both the mound and the pavilion being historical social sites.

The San Geronimo Valley also has burial mounds on the west side of White’s Hill. San 
Geronimo is interesting in other aspects. While the valley is actually named after the Catholic 
Saint Geronimo, in the hearts of many of its longtime residents, it’s the valley of Geronimo, the 
proud and defiant Apache who stood up against the onslaught of the United States military, 
San Geronimo’s Valley.

The Great Larkspur Burial Mounds 

“My estimate of bones and fragments in the entire site was easily over a million, and 
probably more than that. It was staggering. No artifacts were saved. In my 40 years as a 
professional archaeologist, I’ve never heard of an archaeological site quite like this one,” 
said E. Breck Parkman, the senior archaeologist for the California State Parks.

“A ceremonial condor burial, for example, is unheard of in California. This was obviously 
a very important place during prehistory.” 

The city’s first residents, the Coast Miwoks, lived along Corte Madera Creek near what is now 
Redwood High School; from there they made hunting-gathering forays into nearby Madrone 

Canyon and out to the salt marshes, 
bringing home wild turkey, deer and 
bear. Initial white settlement came in 
the 1840s with loggers working the 
Rancho Corte Madera del Presidio, 
a sizable chunk of real estate granted 
by the Mexican government to Irish 
adventurer John Reed for the purpose 
of supplying lumber to the Presidio 
in Yerba Buena (now San Francisco). 

Two sawmills were set up in 
what is now Larkspur. They and 
the logging barges navigating Corte 
Madera Creek did away with most 
of the trees in the area; ranching and 
farming became the region’s prin-
cipal industries after that. Towering 
redwoods are the relatives of 1,000 
year-old giants that grew here before 
European settlers began logging in 
the 1800s. Diverse woodlands and 



Chapter 5: Miwok Mythologies and Legends —Father Sky & Mother Earth  111

chaparral include Douglas firs, maples, and madrones. In winter, mossy trees are magical. In 
summer, trails are cool and shady. 

The developer, Larkspur planning officials and officials at Holman & Associates all pointed 
to tribal leaders. “We coordinated the entire time with the tribe and the archaeological team to 
make sure it was a collaborative effort and that things were handled in accordance with the tribe’s 
wishes,” said Brian Olin, the senior vice president for New Home Company, which is part of a 
joint venture with Larkspur Landing Partners. Miley Holman, the owner of the archaeological 
firm, referred all inquiries to the American Indians, as did Neal Toft, the Larkspur planning 
director.

The 300-foot-long site, equal to the length of a football field, contained 600 human burials, 
tools, musical instruments, harpoon tips, spears and throwing sticks from a time long before the 
introduction of the bow and arrow. The bones of grizzly and black bears were also found, along 
with a ceremonial California condor burial. “This was a site of considerable archaeological 
value,” said Dwight Simons, a consulting archaeologist who analyzed 7,200 bones, including 
the largest collection of bear bones ever found in a prehistoric site in the Bay Area. 

Marin County Poor Farm and Graveyard at Lucas Valley 
Burying the Natives and the Evidence?!?

Marin Supervisors in 1880 voted to establish a county farm to house and care for the ill as 
well as the indigent elderly. The new facility was built in Lucas Valley, the site of the current 
Marin County Juvenile Hall and a County Parks Field Office. “Pest Houses” were maintained for 
patients with contagious diseases contracted by the invading Euro White Americano’s from the 
East. The Poor Farm was productive and the dairy continued operations until the state sanitary 
codes requiring pasteurization forced it out of business. 

A long-forgotten cemetery is becoming a popular cause in Marin County, thanks to a couple 
of teenage filmmakers who have made it relevant again. 

Georgia Lee, 17, and Mitchell Tanaka, 18, neighbors who 
have known each other since middle school, made a short 
documentary on the graveyard. The short documentary, ‘A 
Silent Legacy’ follows the story of the Marin County Poor 
Farm and graveyard. Expert interviews and historical docu-
ments come together to unveil the lives of the deceased, while 
unearthing the tragic legacy of the natives who lived there for 
thousands of years. 17-year-old Georgia Lee recalls the seemingly vacant lot in Lucas Valley. “I 

biked past here for three years going to middle school, 
and never knew.” It’s a mostly forgotten, unmarked 
county cemetery with at least 280 minimally marked 
graves, and maybe as many as 1,000 dating back 
more than a century. People who were sent to live 
at poor houses and poor farms were called inmates 
or paupers. These derogatory terms were used on 
purpose, as the prevalent view was that people who 
went to poor farms were morally corrupt.
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While some poor farm inmates ended up there due to their own actions, the majority of poor 
house residents were said to be the elderly or disabled but in all likelihood they were the native 
brown skin Mewuk’s who were interned and buried to hide the evidence. However, the only 
records kept are by those of the white occupiers, so proof is insufficient, yet the same poor farms 
were throughout the US throughout the late 1800’s when white man’s “Manifest Destiny” took 
over the lands of the natives across the West.

Jack London describes his “frugal” breakfast meal at a London poorhouse in 1902. Rather 
than purchasing food, they collected trash from a nearby hospital and pawed over it, looking 
for edible food.

…pieces of bread, chunks of grease and fat pork, the burnt 
skin from the outside of roasted joints, bones, in short, 
all the leavings from the fingers and mouths of the sick 
ones suffering from all manner of diseases. Into this mess 
the men plunged their hands, digging, pawing, turning 
over, examining, rejecting, and scrambling for. It wasn’t 
pretty. Pigs couldn’t have done worse. —Jack London, 
The People of the Abyss 

Also from his 1903 memoir

They are of no good or use to any one, nor to themselves. 
They clutter the earth with their presence, and are better out of the way. Broken by hardship, ill 
fed, and worse nourished, they are always the first to be struck down by disease, as they are likewise 
the quickest to die.

For decades, the Lucas Valley gravesite has been hidden from the public, without any recogni-
tion. We are using this film to finally bring reverence to those buried at the Lucas Valley gravesite. 
We have created a petition that explains the official restoration effort + next steps. “For the first 30 
years I lived here, I had no clue there was anything there,” Long time resident Ron Marinoff said. 

He said after he discovered the graveyard a number of years ago he talked with county offi-
cials about the possibility putting a split-rail fence around the site. “Nobody seemed concerned 
or interested,” Marinoff said. “And they still weren’t until this young lady decided to do her 
project. She’s the spark plug, an amazing young person.”

The farm included two buildings designated as “pest houses” for patients with contagious 
diseases and their families. The hospital, which was in a separate building close to the farm, was 
only for the poor. Patients with money went to Ross General Hospital or Cottage Hospital. The 
Poor Farm hospital employed 24 nurses and could accommodate up to 40 patients. Some patients 
suffered from mental illness and others had incurable disease such as tuberculosis. The farm 
and hospital for the poor was operated from about 1880 to 1955. It was eventually closed when 
newer facilities were opened and the buildings were abandoned because of “seismic weakness”.



113

Chapter 6

Post Flood? The Huge and Many 
Shellmounds Of Marin County 

Shellmounds are found all over what was once One America. All over the Bay Area coasts 
are found massive shellmounds that have now been buried over, built over, and largely 
forgotten. Growing up in Marin I have found shells when digging in Sausalito and San 

Rafael but never knew why I was finding buried marine fossils until I learned about all the 
shellmounds that once flourished and now are buried and forgotten.
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The historians state the great floods receded thousands of years ago, or longer, yet there is 
much evidence I will present in a future book, and what the Natives refer to as “The Great Flood 
of 1810” that ended the Island of California, drained the Great Salt Lake and Salton Seas, and left 
behind massive shells from dead marine life as a result. (See Appendix II)

“I could feel it,” he says, recalling some of the rituals that would have been performed on the site. 
“Much praying was done, ceremonials were done, cry songs for the funeral and dances were done. 
I can still hear their songs. I could hear their crying. When you went on that land, you could feel 
that much praying was needed. I could feel it, see it in the land. I went up on the hill, taking all 
this in and asking the creator, Tararuc, for guidance in singing the songs in a respectful way for 
the people before me.” ~ Native Ancestor of the Ohlone Tribe upon visiting a Shellmound 
in San Bruno

Over the centuries, these ancient earthworks, which 
frequently contain the remains of Indigenous peoples, 
have been thoughtlessly plundered and destroyed, 
falling prey to antiquities collectors, urbanization, 
and the elements. 

The shellmounds tell rich and nuanced stories to 
local Indigenous people, while archaeologists cite 
numerous unknowns. Varying in size and orienta-
tion, they have been documented from Petaluma 
in the north to San Jose in the south, but despite 
numerous surveys and analyses, there are few defin-
itive archeological conclusions. How exactly were 
these sites used? What role did they play in Indige-
nous cosmologies?

Artifacts, including obsidian, a hearth of cracked 
rocks, knives, beads, and quartz-crystal drills, 
represent a prime example of the kind of complex, 
highly-adaptive, enduring culture described by Alfred 
Kroeber, the anthropologist who laid the basis of 

much of our understanding of native Californian life: “The permanence of Californian culture,” 
Kroeber wrote in 1925, “is of far more than local interest. It is a fact of significance in the history 
of civilization.” The preponderance of evidence in these shellmounds points to a highly advanced 
civilization who used Nature for not only daily needs, but Spiritual attainment as well.

Natural resources from both water and land were abundant. The area from Point Sur in the 
south to the Carquinez Strait in the north was one of the most densely populated places for the 
native Marinites of an estimated 10,000 inhabitants. The Hopis from Arizona used to travel up 
the West Coast gathering supplies. They always tried to make a stop at Agate Beach in Bolinas 
to gather Kachina shells. These are the pyramid shaped white mussel shells found in the area. 

Trivia: Are you aware there are more pyramids in America than all of Europe and Africa 
combined? 
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These shells were considered very religious and worn only by the Kachina dancers and dolls. 
Grandfather David Monongye, the Hopi elder and holder of the Prophesies, gathered the shells as 
late as 1973 by offering prayers and sweet grass offerings to the Goddess of the Ocean to deliver 
up a good supply. Needless to say, that while on other occasions the beach offered few gifts, on 
this occasion the beach was filled with little white mounds of shells. 

Amid the shells, fire-cracked rocks were found, the kind used for cooking or for heating sweat 
lodges, which he guessed would have been situated along the site’s small stream. Archaeologists 
have found remnants of communal fireplaces, workshops and homes in the mounds. They were 
so central to community life that it seems there wasn’t even time for topsoil to build up or for 
grasses to grow, said UC Berkeley anthropology professor Kent Lightfoot. Their height, sometimes 
taller than 30 feet, served as a focal point to navigate across the bay waters, or to communicate 
with other tribes. “There’s all of these things that are in these mounds that tell us this rich history 
of our people for thousands and thousands of years,” she said. 

The Coast Miwok and Southern Pomo settled on the north side of the bay, establishing major 
villages throughout Marin and Sonoma counties. They were mostly along a trail skirting the bay 
that eventually became Highway 101, but also along the many rivers and bays on the north coast. 
The shells and artifacts built up over thousands of years into huge mounds that, 100 years ago, 
could be found all around San Francisco Bay. More than 400 mound sites, known as middens, 
have been recorded in Marin County, including one in Larkspur that archaeologists excavated 
for the first time in 2014, revealing a treasure trove of Coast Miwok life dating back thousands of 
years. That 300-foot-long site contained human remains, a ceremonial California condor burial, 
musical instruments, throwing sticks from a time before the introduction of the bow and arrow, 
and the bones of about 100 grizzly and black bears, the largest collection ever found in a prehis-
toric site in the Bay Area.

Were Land Fills Used to Bury Native Tribal Mounds Cultures?
As you can see from the following maps, the fill areas of the SF Bay Area are nearly identical 

to the location of shell mounds throughout the area.
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The mass amount of, and the mass of the shell mounds would mean either natives collected 
shells and sea bones over the course of hundreds, if not thousands of years given the size and 
amount of shell mounds. The other more likely possibility was that the shell mounds indicate 
that water levels were higher by some hundred feet or more as the Native Californio’s refer to 
the Great Flood of 1805 that likely ended the island of California. The second Swamp Land Act 
of 1850, “An Act to enable the state of Arkansas, and other states to reclaim the ‘swamp lands 
within their limits,’” expanded the precedent established in Louisiana to Arkansas, Alabama, 
California, Florida, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Mississippi, Missouri, Ohio, and Wisconsin, 
ultimately transferring 50,409,348 acres of wetland to the states. 

In California, 2,192,975 acres were transferred to the state for sale and reclamation, consisting 
mostly of extensive tule marsh in the Central Valley, what is today known as the Sacramento–San 
Joaquin Delta. Tribes of the Interior Miwok, Maidu, Yokuts, and other speakers of the Penutian 
language lived in relative balance with the cycles of the riverine and valley ecosystems with 
little modification of the larger environment. Designation of the delta as swamp reframed the 
landscape as something in need of improvement—a landscape to be drained, leveed, cultivated, 
and assimilated.

From 1850-1930 incredible new hydraulic, bucket, and clamshell dredges were developed 
to break thick tule grasses and build levees. Across the region, in cities from San Francisco to 
Stockton, inventors such as Allexy W. Von Schmidt and John Hatch developed hydraulic and 
clamshell dredges to levee reclaimed land newly reaped and irrigated. A mindboggling array 
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of dredgeboats worked the Delta, a history of innovation vividly depicted in John Thompson 
and Richard Dutra, The Tule Breakers: The Story of the California Dredge. Many of the experimental 
technologies pioneered in the Delta were later applied throughout California and San Francisco 
Bay on reclamation projects that altered the morphology of the entire region.

“Shellmounds are created by my ancestors as ceremonial places and as burial sites,” said Corrina Gould, 
spokeswoman for the Confederated Villages of Lisjan and co-director of Indian People Organizing 
for Change. Lisjan is one of more than 40 native groups that call the greater Bay Area their home. 
As colonizers and settlers came to Northern California, they lumped these distinct indigenous 
groups into one and buried over their native heritage so they would not be remembered.

Mill Valley Shellmounds
(Note shaded areas were likely all underwater until 

the Great Flood of 1810).
Near the shellmounds in Mill Valley thought to be 

where Chief Marin lived was Silva Island, one of the 
oldest and deepest mounds in Marin County. Estimates 
place the dates back over 5,000 of their creation, yet 
likely, the shell mounds only occurred after the Great 
Flood of 1810 when California ceased to be an island 
and the white occupiers then arrived.

Fairfax
The Fairfax Pavilion, for instance, sits directly on top 

of one of the mounds. There was a bitter debate about 
this problem in the late seventies. It was finally resolved 
when the pavilion was awarded unofficial care taker of both the mound and the pavilion being 
historical social sites. 

Marinwood/Lucas Valley
For a very long time, the Coast Miwok thrived in Lucas Valley. We know that by the time the 

Spanish missions were active, the tribelet that lived here had a name, that was pronounced some-
thing like Shotomko-cha. One of their 
members from ‘Rancheria Sotomcochi’ 
was baptised in San Rafael Mission 
in 1921 or Cotomko’tca in the natives 
language.

There is a map by the archaeologist 
Nels Nelson, 1909, “Shellmounds of the 
San Francisco Bay”, which shows the 
shellmound in Marinwood and traces 
of mounds or sites up through Upper 
Lucas Valley. The sites were surveyed 
formally in 1955 before Marinwood 
was developed. And then, in 1969, 
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after some informal digging 
and collecting was apparently 
happening, the formal excava-
tion by Charles Slaymaker began. 
Nelson’s map shows a number of 
sites. In addition to the tribelet or 
town of Cotomko’tca, there was 
also another village, Ewu, which 
Dr Slaymaker thought was prob-
ably a cluster along gallinas creek 
1.5 miles south of miller creek. 
There was another settlement, 
called Puyukuis, over deep in 
Ignacio valley. 

Emeryville Shellmound (East Bay) 

The Emeryville Shellmound first appears on an historic US Coastal Survey map in 1859, as 
a distinct cone on the margin of the bay, adjacent to a willow thicket at the mouth of Temescal 
Creek Almost 40 feet high and some 350 feet in basal diameter, the mound was the largest of 
hundreds of mounds situated on the shores of San Francisco Bay, and one of the largest mounds 
in California. 

The site was known popularly at that time as a former Native American occupation and burial 
site, although it had not been occupied within the memory of living people. The Emeryville 
Shellmound was the largest of several large mounds near the mouth of Temescal Creek. A large 
house was built atop an adjacent mound in the 1850s. That mound and several others were leveled 
during subsequent historic activities in the area, including construction of a racetrack to the east 
of the Emeryville Shellmound. 
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No archaeological investigations were performed on these other sites, although the locations 
of the remnants of several were noted during an early archaeological survey in 1902. In 1876, an 
amusement park was founded at the Emeryville Shellmound site. Shellmound Park, as it came 
to be known, eventually included picnic grounds, shooting galleries on piers extending into the 
bay, a racetrack and several bars and dance pavilions. 

The huge shellmound was a centerpiece of the park. A stairway was built up the side of the 
mound, and the top of the cone was leveled to accommodate a large dance pavilion, which was 
sheltered from winds by a ring of cypress trees around the top of the mound. The Shellmound 
Park railway station, constructed on the adjacent railroad line (built in the 1870s), provided easy 
access for tourists, many of whom came from San Francisco by ferry and rail to use the park. 

Some of the trash from the site, including large numbers of bottles and many rifle shells from 
the shooting galleries, was dumped onto the bayshore along the edge of the park a few hundred 
feet west of the base of the cone, possibly under the piers that housed the shooting galleries. 
Archaeologists in 1999 rediscovered this historic trash deposit buried in the shellmound deposit. 
He noted distinctive strata, or layers, in the mound, and associated distinct artifact types and 
burial patterns with successive strata. Uhle interpreted his findings as evidence of steady cultural 
change and development over time. In contrast, other archaeologists of the time, notably A.L. 
Kroeber (University of California, Berkeley), known by some as the “father of California archae-
ology,” maintained that California prehistory represented a long period of minimal cultural 
development by a primitive culture. Uhle soon left Berkeley. 

He went on to conduct seminal archaeological work in prehistoric Peruvian sites. His work at 
Emeryville is now recognized as extraordinary for its time, and his conclusions form the foun-
dations of much of the subsequent archaeological work around the bay. Studies subsequently 
conducted on bird and animal bone samples collected by Uhle and later excavators establish that 
the site was occupied year-round and provide a highly significant data base on human exploita-
tion of the prehistoric fauna of the San Francisco Bay.
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Chapter 7

The Missionairies Real Missions— 
Convert or Die

Accounts by Francis Fletcher who accompanied Francis Drake (1579), Cermenho (1595), 
whose ship was wrecked off Limantour Spit, and Father Vicente Santa Maria who 
accompanied Ayala (1775) on the San Carlos, the first ship to enter San Francisco Bay, all 

remark on the Native Americans’ friendliness and lack of antagonism toward the newcomers. 
Remember the Ca Gold Rush of ’49 allegedly created the mass build out of the Bay Area…yet 
in 1776 the Jesuits were already here and that is when the extermination of the Natives began 
when they were forced to convert or else be jailed or murdered. 

In 1776 the Mission Dolores in San Francisco was founded. Coast Miwok Native Americans, 
tempted by offers of food and clothing and by religious ceremonies, music and processions were 
taken there early, as well as to the missions at Santa Clara and San Jose. The people of Cotomko’tca 
were close to the main travel route along the bay shore and probably were among the first to go. 
The Native Americans were accustomed to the hard work of procuring and preparing food and 
shelter. However, their work schedule was tied to need and to seasonal food supplies. 

At the missions a set daily work 
routines was enforced. Native Amer-
icans were also hired out to work 
for the military establishment at 
the Presidio. Any payment for this 
work went to the missions, rather 
than to the Native Americans. Those 
who attempted to leave and return 
to their homes and previous ways 
of life were brought back by soldiers 
and punished. 

Poor nutrition, even famine, 
contributed to the Native Ameri-
cans’ dissatisfaction with mission 
life. Tuberculosis infected many. In 
1816, a measles epidemic killed 
almost every child under 10 at the 

Mission Dolores. This occurred all up and down the North Bay to eliminate the native populations. 
During the Mission era, cattle grazing began to modify the grasslands. Timber began to be 

extracted from nearby watersheds during this period as well. After Mexico gained independence 
from Spain in 1821, former mission lands, or ranchos, were granted to prominent Mexican citizens.
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Jesuit Reductionism: “Within 50 years, not a single original One American 
inhabitant could be found”

The Jesuit reductions were a type of settlement 
for indigenous people specifically in the Rio Grande 
do Sul area of Brazil, Paraguay and neighboring 
Argentina in South America, established by the 
Jesuit Order early in the 17th century and wound 
up in the 18th century with the banning of the Jesuit 
order in several European countries. Subsequently 
it has been called an experiment in “socialist theoc-
racy” or a rare example of “benign colonialism”.

In their newly acquired South American domin-
ions the Spanish and Portuguese Empires had adopted a strategy of gathering native populations 
into communities called “Indian reductions” (Spanish: reducciones de indios) and Portuguese: 
“redução” (plural “reduções”). The objectives of the reductions were to impart Christianity and 
European culture. Secular as well as religious authorities created “reductions”.

The Jesuit reductions were Christian missions that extended successfully in an area straddling 
the borders of present-day Paraguay, Brazil, and Argentina (the triple frontera) amongst the 
Guarani peoples. The reductions are often called collectively the Rio de la Plata missions. The 
Jesuits attempted to create a “state within a state” in which the native peoples in the reductions, 
guided by the Jesuits, would remain autonomous and isolated from Spanish colonists and Spanish 
rule. A major factor attracting the natives to the reductions was the protection they afforded from 
enslavement and the forced labor of encomiendas. 

Under the leadership of both the Jesuits and native caciques, the reductions achieved a high 
degree of autonomy within the Spanish colonial empire. With the use of native labor, the reduc-
tions became economically successful. When the incursions of Brazilian Bandeirante slave-traders 
threatened the existence of the reductions, militias were set up which fought effectively against 
the Portuguese colonists. 

In 1609 three Jesuits began the first reduction in San Ignacio Guazú in present-day Paraguay. 
For the next 22 years the Jesuits focused on founding 15 missions in the province of Guayrá, 
corresponding to the western two-thirds of present-day Paraná state of Brazil, spread over an 
area of more than 100,000 square kilometres (39,000 sq. miles). Either way, native populations 
declined significantly during the period of Spanish expansion. In Hispaniola, the indigenous 
Taíno pre-contact population before the arrival of Columbus of several 
hundred thousand had declined to sixty thousand by 1509. 

The population of the Native American population in Mexico 
declined by an estimated 90% (reduced to 1–2.5 million people) by the 
early 17th century. In Peru, the indigenous Amerindian pre-contact 
population of around 6.5 million declined to 1 million by the early 
17th century. The overwhelming cause of the decline in both Mexico 
and Peru was infectious diseases, such as smallpox, malaria, cholera 
and measles, although the brutality of the Encomienda also played 
a significant part in the population decline.
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The encomienda was a Spanish labor system that rewarded conquerors with the labor of 
particular groups of conquered non-Christian people. The laborers, in theory, were provided 
with benefits by the conquerors for whom they labored, the Catholic religion being a principal 
benefit. The encomienda was first established in Spain following the Christian conquest of Moorish 
territories (known to Christians as the Reconquista), and it was applied on a much larger scale 
during the Spanish colonization of the Americas.

Father Juniper Serra ~ Poster Boy Priest For the Genocide Retelling
Generations of American schoolchildren have been taught to 

think of Father Junípero Serra as California’s benevolent founding 
father, a humble Franciscan monk, who left a life of comfort and 
plenty on the island of Mallorca to travel to the farthest reaches of 
the New World and protect the natives from the worst abuses of the 
Spanish imperial army. He was anything but. Under Serra’s direc-
tions and leadership, tens of thousands of natives were absorbed 
into Catholic missions in Alta California. When Serra arrived in 
1769, the native population was ravaged by European diseases, 
including syphilis spread by marauding Spanish soldiers. Natives 
brought into the missions were not allowed to leave, and if they 
tried, they were shackled and severely beaten.

They were used as forced labor to build out the Mission’s farming projects. They were fed 
atrociously, separated from close family members and packed into tight living quarters that often 
became miasmas of disease and death. When the Native Americans rebelled, which they did on 
at least two occasions, their rebellions were put down in brutal fashion. 

When Native American women were caught trying to abort babies conceived through rape, 
the mission fathers had them beaten for days on end, clamped them in irons, had their heads 
shaved and forced them to stand at the church altar every Sunday carrying a painted wooden 
child in their arms. 

While Serra’s critics say he was responsible for the near-erad-
ication of California’s native peoples, the state’s governor, and 
an ordained Jesuit minister, Jerry Brown, has defended him as 
“a very courageous man, an innovator and a pioneer”, and 
vowed that his statue will stay in Washington “until the end 
of time”. Serra’s sainthood follows an apology issued by Pope 
Francis in Bolivia this summer for the “grave sins … committed 
against the native peoples of America in the name of God”. 

One of the many ways the Euro invaders took away the 
legends and history of the native people was by inserting 
verbiage to rename the original Ancient Ones with names such as “indigenous”, “savage indians” 
and “neophyte’s ”. The white men’s terms for the conquerors were euphemisms like “new settlers”, 
“expansionists” and “argonauts”. By design they eliminated the native tribes languages and lands 
and replaced with “Spanish speaking Latin Americano’s” and “Californio’s” and Indians, because 
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Columbus thought he had 
landed in India because he 
was such a horrible navi-
gator that also proved the 
Earth not flat. 

Mexican Californio brown 
skin natives soon became 
landless, homeless, with no 
legal standing in the U.S. as 
citizens. They weren’t recog-

nized as ‘Indians’ because they had no treaty, and they were excluded from California government 
systems. That left California’s Indians in legal limbo, McLaughlin explains:

“The U.S. Senate was persuaded by California officials and wealthy East Coast industrial interests 
not to ratify the California Indian treaties,” he said. “It meant California Indians became landless, 
homeless, with no legal standing in the U.S. as citizens. They weren’t recognized as Indians because 
they had no treaty, and they were excluded from California government systems – educational, 
healthcare, unable to buy property, unable to vote, unable to testify against a white person in court, 
etc. This didn’t really change for the next 40 years.” 

And, as stated previously, in 1850, Catholic convert, General Vallejo, as his first act as a Senator 
of California, created 27 counties, including Marin, to wipe out names and places of the natives 
that had lived there since time memorial.

Life in the mission was not pleasant or free for the natives. Precise rules and hours for work, 
morning mass, and meals governed their existence. Infractions were met by punishments unfa-
miliar to the natives who were punished in stocks, fetters, shackles, whipping and caning for 
the slightest abuses and indiscretions. Many times after services the catholic priest punished 
‘wrongdoers’ every Sunday with lashes as the ‘culprit’ was first admonished to kiss the hand of 
the priest before he was to be beaten and whipped. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

They were fed like pigs and only given enough food to subsist. The priests benefitted greatly 
from all their labor but the natives never saw any benefits. The women were separated from the 
men in separate dormitories to prevent pregnancies and sharing of information. Women were 
not allowed to leave the courtyard without permission. The women were regularly raped and 
men put to hard labor. 

According to Richard Carrico, the priests were led to believe the native Alta Californians were 
being influenced by Satan. Any defiance of the Christian authority was blamed on “the work of 
the devil.” He also noted that, “according to Catholic dogma, the Devil preceded Christianity to 
the godless shores of the New World, by hundreds of years”.

During a visit, Louis Choris reported that in 1816 that the Santa Clara Mission housed 250 
native women who slept in the windowless building that “resembled a prison for state crimi-
nals.” Women, who used to hold power in their tribes, were now regulated to hard labor grinding 
corn, making clothes and servicing the priests. The Franciscans saw nothing wrong with enticing 
brown skins to stay at the Missions, baptizing them in a ceremony many of the natives probably 
considered of little personal importance, and then holding them as captive labor for the rest of their 
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lives. From the Spanish point of view, baptized natives became part of the Christian flock and 
were thereafter obligated to follow the instructions of their shepherds. 

In April of 1833 Father Mercado at the San Rafael mission began baptizing and burying natives 
at the mission. Complaints were raised about the new ‘mayordomo’, Jose Santos Molina who 
was accused of “whipping and beating the neophytes without cause or reason”. Vallejo wrote 
to the governor, “I believe what they said, because I observed it in another mission. I believe that 
if we don’t remove Molina, they will kill him and go after the interior”.

Jesuit School, Santa Clara University, is the oldest institution of higher 
education in California. The school was founded on the site of the Santa Clara 
de Asís mission, originally established by Franciscans in 1777. Spanish-style 
buildings dominate campus architecture. By the early 1880s, 30 years after he 
had been appointed archbishop of San Francisco (a new diocese of Sacramento 
had been established by then), the Archdiocese of San Francisco had more 
than 200,000 Catholics, 175 priests, hundreds of women religious, and more 
than 125 parishes. The Jesuits had founded two colleges: St. Ignatius College (now St. Ignatius 
College Preparatory High School and the University of San Francisco) and Santa Clara College 
(now Santa Clara University). California Jesuits dominate California poly-ticks today. Former 
Governor Jerry Brown was an ordained Jesuit minister and current CA governor, Gavin Newsome 
graduated from Santa Clara University.

The book of Secret Instructions of the Society of Jesus guides the Professed Jesuits of the Fourth 
Vow in the Order’s quest for reducing all nations to the Temporal Power of the Pope of Rome, 
ruled by the Jesuit Superior General! 

Brownlee states in his introduction on pages 6-7, 8-9, 10, 13, 18, 19-22:

“The Jesuits set out to conquer the world for the pope on his will alone. The Jesuits aimed at an 
universal dominion over the souls [spiritual dominion] and bodies [temporal dominion] of men, to 
bind them as vassals to the pope’s chariot wheels”.

British Military Explorer George Vancouver remarked that:

“The natives were certainly a race of the most miserable beings possessing the faculty of human 
reason…their faces ugly, presenting a dull, heavy and stupid countenance, devoid of sensibility 
or the least expression”.

White European disease at the missions also took their deadly toll, killing as many as two-thirds 
of the Chumas alone along the Santa Barbara Channel in the last quarter of the eighteenth 
century. Death rates in the missions always surpassed birth rates. Between the years 1771 and 
1820, according to one study, the average annual birthrate in the missions stood at 41 per 1000 
mission Indians, while the death rate reached an average of 78 per 1000. Only two out of three 
children made it to their first birthday. Of these, 40% died before they reached the age of five. 
Few survived past their tenth birthday. 

Deaths brought to the natives by the white man’s diseases at the missions increased from 116 
in 1815 to 161 in 1816. Father Abella wrote at the time to the governor of California that the only 
“way for the Indians to survive is to dispatch them to the hills: but this isn’t possible, because 
then what good are the missions”? The diseases were transferred greatly by white missionaries 



126  The History of Marin County That Has Never Been Told

taking native Miwok women. Sherburne F. Cook writes of the times, “Once introduced, its spread 
was an easy matter. The relations of the soldiers with the Indian women were notorious”. Father 
Vicente de Sarria remarked of that time that, “at some of the missions for a person to marry was 
tantamount to dispatching the same to the cemetery”.

Those who received baptism and survived the mass plague brought on them the natives (the 
Spanish called them “neophytes”), faced rigid discipline. To impose their own sexual morality 
upon the natives, the priests confined unmarried men and women, some of whom experienced 
sexual abuse at the hands of Spanish soldiers, in separate crowded and unhealthful barracks. 
The Franciscans punished any transgression of their moral code by the neophytes with brutal 
beatings, the use of the lash, solitary confinement, and mutilation. Baptized natives who left 
without permission were hunted down as “runaways,” and often punished severely on recap-
ture. Punishments like whippings were also handed out for various infractions, or randomly at 
the whims of bored and resentful soldiers.

On paper, the Spanish considered the natives gentle, or people, though they were considered 
minors according to Spanish law. That’s an incredibly low bar by which to assess the degree 
of human rights accorded to the Original Ancient Ones in the Mission Era. It is notable only 
because the Euro-White invaders would later lower that bar to the ground. The Spanish came 
to a landscape where generations of brown skinned natives had depended on grass and herb 
seeds carefully wild-tended for at least 8,000 years and set loose cattle and horses on the native’s 
food supply. As free-ranging Spanish livestock was fruitful and multiplied, native peoples’ food 
supplies were converted to livestock pastures. At their height, the missions collectively owned 
more than 150,000 cattle, which made short work each spring of native grasses and herbs and 
introduced invasive weeds besides. Staying at the missions was often a realistic alternative to 
starvation. 

As of December 31, 1832, the Dolores mission of Franciscan padres from 1800 to 1830 had 
performed a combined total of 87,787 baptisms and 24,529 marriages and recorded 63,789 deaths 
of the natives. The Mission’s native population had declined from a peak of about 87,000 in 1800 
to about 14,000 in 1832 and continued to decline.

The Jesuit Order of the Catholic Faith were charged with converting the native people of 
California to a ‘European style of living’. This was a precursor to the colonization of California 
by the Spanish Empire which had already occupied the mainland of Mexico and Central and 
South America. 

Many of the invading soldiers who came to Alta California were married, and their families 
soon joined them. The Spanish government wanted people to create farms that would help grow 
the Spanish population in the territory and provide food for the presidios. In 1773 the Viceroy of 
New Spain authorized the commanders of the San Diego and Monterey presidios to distribute 
land to colonizers and to native people as long as they did not move away from the boundaries 
of the presidio or mission on which they were already living. 

In the mid-1830s, lands were promised by General Mariano Vallejo to the San Rafael Indians, 
whose land had been co-opted by the Mission San Rafael. They were ‘given’ back their lands 
north on 80,000 acres ranging from Nicasio Valley to the area surrounding Tomales Bay. The 
Catholics and wealthy white occupiers deciding they wished San Rafael and Southern Marin 
for their own needs and wants.
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The native’s land was granted back to them by Mexican Governor José Figueroa to the Coast 
Miwok of Marin County in 1835, but the Miwok claim was rejected by the Public Land Commis-
sion in 1855.

St Raphael Mission ~ Nanaguani
The mission was established in 1817 at the Aguasto tribal area known to the natives as Nana-

guani which was set at the base of San Rafael hill. To the native Marinites, this was an ideal 
location where 3 trails conjuncted and trade could be conducted. Native slave labor was used 
to erect the church and mission, as was custom. Conquer, enslave and make the natives work 
for you while converting them to your faith, or die. By 1819 the mission had a chapel, separate 
rooms for priests and visitors, a women’s dormitory, carpenter’s shop tack room, kitchen and 
a house for the mayordomo or aclade (mayor) of mission to control the natives with their own 
converted people. By 1828 the mission lands claimed were from Bodega Bay to Tomales Bay to 
Tiburon and Mill Valley and Corte Madera.

By 1827, 1015 natives were said to be living at the 
mission including 439 females.

The Church of Saint Raphael, also known as Mission 
San Rafael Arcángel, is the fourth Catholic church to 
be built on the same site in San Rafael. The photo 
shows the late 19th century Gothic Revival church 
that was built in 1869 to 1870, (with only horse n’ 
buggy and a few hundred residents?).. and redesigned 
and enlarged in 1889 and destroyed by a fire in 1919. 
Next to the church is the Dominican Sisters’ parochial 
school and assembly hall, also built in 1889. 

Mission San Rafael Arcángel was founded as the 
20th Spanish mission in the colonial province of Alta 
California in 1817 by three Jesuit priests—Father 

Narciso Durán from Mission San José, Father Abella from Mission San Francisco de Asís, Father 
Luis Gíl y Taboada from La Iglesia de Nuestra Señora Reina de los Angeles—on Dec. 14, 1817, 
when Spain was in power, four years before Mexico gained independence from Spain. The 
mission from which the downtown grew and the city are named after the Archangel Raphael, 
the Angel of Healing.

That the native brown skin Mexican Californio tribes became victims of European diseases that 
they had no resistance to. It was decided by the Catholic missions to establish a hospital mission 
in sun-drenched Marin on the northern side of Mt. Tamalpais, where the ocean fog is diverted by 
the mountain and the hills west of the old Miwok camp that would be of more comfort for the ill 
natives. The original church, built in 1817, was really not mission at all. It was an asistencia, or 
helper, to Mission Dolores of San Francisco. Its purpose was to serve as a medical hospital and 
retreat for Native American converts who were suffering from various maladies and diseases. It 
was felt at the time that the warmer, more temperate climate of San Rafael would aid in recovery. 
The asistencia was granted mission status in 1822 and given its name after the archángel Raphael 
who is venerated as a healer.
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In reality, it was another ‘convert or die’ mission established to control and rid the native Miwoks 
from their lands. Soldiers, priests and “converted” Indians arrived at what is now the corner of 
Fifth Avenue and A Street in December of 1817 and established Mission San Rafael Arcangel, the 
twentieth and next-to-last mission in the chain from San Diego to Sonoma. San Rafael was later 
upgraded to full mission status in 1822.

The mission converted 300 natives within its first year, and 1,140 converts by 1828. Following 
the Mexican secularization act of 1833, the Mexican government took over the California missions in 
1834, and Mission San Rafael was abandoned in 1844, eventually falling into ruin. 

Of the 21 missions founded by the Spanish in Alta California between 1769 and 1823, the Mission 
San Rafael is one of the least well known and was the second to last to be founded (followed only 
by Sonoma Mission in 1823).

So the story goes..In the early 1800s, the Indian converts at Mission San Francisco de Asís 
(aka Mission Dolores) were dying at an alarming rate from European diseases. The fathers 
there thought the infected natives might be better able to heal in a warmer location. So on 
December 14, 1817, four priests traveled across the Golden Gate to the area where the city of 
San Rafael is now to found a “healing station,” or hospital for native converts. This asistencia 
was named for the Catholic angel of healing, San Rafael Archangel (Arcángel in Spanish). heir 
sub-mission soon added other functions besides a hospital, and it was granted full mission 
status on October 19, 1822. By 1828, Mission San Rafael had a total native population of 1,120.

In 1846, Freemason Captain John C. Fremont used the mission buildings as his headquarters 
during the conquest and occupation of California by the United States Army while promoting 
killing of those he had no room for at the mission.

Famed media mogul William Randolph Hearst also 
figured significantly in the history of Mission San Rafael. 
A devout Catholic, he decided in 1946 to give the Cath-
olic Church $500,000, to be split evenly between the 
archdioceses of Northern and Southern California. This 
was a huge sum at that time, equivalent to $10 million 
today. Out of that fund, $85,000 was used to build a 
replica of the old chapel on its original site, where it 
stands now. This site was first occupied by the Spanish 

in 1817 as a medical sub-mission, or asistencia, of the Mission San Francisco de Asís, across 
the Golden Gate. 

The new mission of San Rafael was built with the labor of Coast Miwok ‘neophyte’ returnees 
from the southern missions. The Mission Dolores and Mission San Jose ‘neophytes’ appear in 
the Mission San Rafael baptismal register as parents of baptized children and godparents, in 
the marriage register as brides, grooms, and witnesses, and in the burial register as deceased 
people. 

On August 17, 1833, the Congress in Mexico passed the secularization law guiding the 
closure of the Upper California missions. It was called the Decreto del Congreso Mejicano 
secularizando las Misiones (Decree of the Congress of Mexico secularizing the Missions). 
The law’s 15 sections provided detailed directions for the establishment of parish churches, 
for the support of parish priests, and for the assignment of selected mission buildings “as 
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an ayuntamiento-house, primary schools, public establishments, and work-shops”. But the 
secularization law was absolutely silent regarding rules for the distribution of other mission 
property.

General Vallejo and Don Timiteo Murphy, the very people responsible for maintain the 
mission began to tear it apart in 1841. Records report that they removed “two thousand feet 
of vines” and “confiscated livestock” from the mission for his ranch in Petaluma as his “spoils 
from the church”. After 1841 deaths were no longer recorded at the mission and records did 
not resume at the mission until 1850. The original Mission San Rafael Arcángel survives… 
one pear tree to be exact… the rest was torn down and replaced by the existing chapel in 1949. 
The original graveyard exists but is buried under the parking lot.

San Anselmo Theological Seminary 1889
Note in the image how prominent, and isolated, 

the seminary was along with another tower at 
ground level. For whom was such a huge stone 
castle needed, wanted, paid for and built before 
Marin even had ‘burbs.

When the San Francisco Theological Seminary 
(SFTS) opened in San Francisco in 1871, it had four 
professors and four students, who met for classes 
at Presbyterian City College in Union Square. Six 

years later the seminary moved to a new building next to City College on Haight Street. Seeking 
a location with a more “salubrious air,” in its directors’ words, it moved to its current 24-acre 
campus on a hilltop in San Anselmo. Marin railroad owner and banker Arthur W. Foster donated 
the land in 1889 (originally 19 acres; more were donated later). Later that year, San Francisco 
financier and philanthropist Alexander Montgomery provided a $250,000 endowment for the 
building fund and $100,000 for faculty salaries.

There are so many anomalies in this image. Look at how massive the seminary is and why a 
castle? 

Look at the flower arrangements and the long, perfect fence lines and hedgerows.for who? 
And why at the train junction? And no people! Where are any people in of the many photos 
presented from that time period? 
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San Francisco Theological Seminary (SFTS) from Wikipedia:

San Francisco pastor William Anderson Scott opened two Presbyterian schools in his churches in 
the mid-19th century, the second of which became the San Francisco Theological Seminary. In 1871, 
SFTS began with four professors and four students meeting for instruction at the Presbyterian 
City College located in what now is Union Square in San Francisco and then six years later, the 
seminary moved to its own building next to the City College building on Haight Street.

The seminary moved in 1890 to a 14-acre hilltop site in Marin County about 15 miles north of the 
Golden Gate Bridge. A new charter issued in 1900 gave the seminary power to grant degrees, and juris-
diction over the seminary was transferred from the synod to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in 1913. In the post World War II era under its president, Jesse Hays Baird, SFTS enjoyed 
unprecedented expansion, with enrollment increasing to more than 300 and new buildings rising all 
over the San Anselmo campus. San Francisco pastor William Anderson Scott opened two Presby-
terian schools in his churches 
in the mid-19th century, the 
second of which became the 
San Francisco Theological 
Seminary. 

In the post World War II 
era under its president, Jesse 
Hays Baird, SFTS enjoyed 
unprecedented expansion, 
with enrollment increasing 
to more than 300 and new 
buildings rising all over the 
San Anselmo campus.

So, after WWII they got up to 
300 with new buildings when 
they already had castles and 
very few people even living in 
the areas! So why such massive 
buildings that all burn down 
by fire after a short time?

Note how magnificent the 
stone work and detail. What 
stone masons, builders and 
architects could erect such 
monuments back then?

The first two buildings on 
the new campus were in the 
Romanesque Revival style: 
Montgomery Hall, named 
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after benefactor Montgomery, and Scott Hall, named for Mrs. A.W. Foster, daughter of SFTS 
founder William A. Scott. Both buildings were dedicated on September 21, 1892, when opening 
exercises were held. Montgomery Hall was originally the student dormitory and now houses 
faculty and administration offices. It was designed by the San Francisco architectural firm Wright 
and Sanders, as was Scott Hall, which originally contained a library, auditorium and classrooms 
and now also holds the student lounge.

Montgomery Chapel, as yet another Richardsonian Romanesque campus architectural gem, 
was also designed by Wright and Sanders; construction began in 1894, was completed in 1897 and 
was funded by namesake Alexander Montgomery with a $40,000 donation. The chapel served 
as the campus’s First Presbyterian church until the late 1950s; today, religious services, as well 
as seminars and small classes, are still held there. With its round corner bell tower topped by a 
conical spire and cast-iron weather vane, thick rusticated stone walls, and wide rotunda, this is 
perhaps the purest example of Romanesque Revival architecture in the state. A loggia lined with 
Romanesque arches and squat columns connects the chapel to adjoining Montague Hall, also 
Romanesque in style, which serves as a reception and meeting space.

St. Vincent’s School for Boys near Marinwood
According to A Mission That Endures: A History of St. Vincent’s School for Boys by Peter Rudy, 

when notified by Archbishop Alemany that the Sisters of Charity were needed to care for chil-
dren orphaned by a recent cholera plague, Sister McEnnis and a small band of nuns agreed to 
make the hazardous trip and immediately headed west. After a grueling cross-country journey, 
they raised the necessary funds and made sure the school was open for students on January 1, 
1855—beating Murphy’s deadline by ten days. As for naming the school, Sister McEnnis reached 
back to her roots: it would be called St. Vincent’s.

By 1868, the orphanage was housing 150 boys. By 1884—
after initiation of farming operations, building expansion and 
outreach, and bringing in the Dominican Sisters to help with 
teaching—St. Vincent’s was home to nearly 500 orphaned as 
well as neglected or abused kids. St. Vincent’s School for Boys 
was started as St. Vincent’s Seminary by the Sisters of Charity 
on January 7, 1855. 

The story starts with Don Timoteo Murphy’s will which 
bequeathed 317 acres of land across from Miller to “aid in 
the establishment of a seminary or institution of learning.” 
The terms of the will had to be met by January 11, 1855. Arch-

bishop Joseph Alemany was involved in erecting a cathedral and had no time to build a school 
twenty-five miles away with no adequate communication. 

1853: Don Timoteo Murphy generously deeded the land to the Archdiocese of San Francisco.
1855: St. Vincent’s School for Boys opens to house, clothe, feed, educate and care for the orphans 

of California’s By 1909, a more formalized organization, Catholic Humane and Settlement 
Society, evolved, led by the same group of women. The organization’s work remained focused 
on care for, protection and maintenance of foundling, dependent or neglected children and did 
this by securing families who could provide foster care. Of the over 500 children received from 
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the Juvenile Court and from the community, approximately 300 were boarded out in private 
families, where clothing, food, and medical treatment were provided and the others were placed 
in orphanages. Over one hundred women community leaders comprised the service volunteers 
and fundraisers for this work. Gold Rush.

1853: Don Timoteo Murphy generously deeded the land to the Archdiocese of San Francisco.
1855: St. Vincent’s School for Boys opens to house, clothe, feed, educate and care for the orphans 

of California’s 
1889: several thousand fruit trees were planted “We are happy to state that everything appeared 

neat and comfortable. There are at present 429 boys of all ages up to nineteen years in the asylum. 
By the end of 1855, the Archbishop reported 

there were twenty-eight orphan boys under 
the care of Rev. Robert A. R. Maurice and a free 
school numbering forty pupils. The number 
climbed to 133 by 1861. The boys were said to 
have been orphaned from the rush to gold in the 
Sierra’s where parents were abandoning their 
children en masse in search of fortune but in 
reality, the brown skinned boys were interned 
their and at the mercy of the priests and nuns.

In 1868, the Dominican Sisters (now of San 
Rafael) of Benicia took charge of the domestic chores at the request of the Archbishop. In 1870, 
there were 200 boys, ranging in age from two to fifteen years. A glimpse of the school life in 
October 1874, was reported in the San Rafael Weekly Herald:

Marins First Windmills ~ “2 great windmills whirl their arms when there is sufficient breeze 
and exert their force in pumping water to the tanks on the hill; when the wind fails a horse power 
is ready for use which is also utilized in the laundry adjoining, in revolving the washing machine”.

On May 19, 1888, half the St. Vincent’s campus was leveled by a disastrous fire.

The St. Domincan Sisters
(built with horse n’ buggy, picks and shovels they say in the 1880’s.)

The story of the Dominican Sisters of San Rafael 
and present-day Dominican University began with 
a papal summons to Rome in 1850.

The summons came to Prior Joseph Alemany, a 
naturalized United States citizen born in Spain, who 
had been sent as a missionary to the United States 
10 years earlier. Reluctant to take the position, he 
relented when Pope Pius IX told him, “You must 
go to California. … Where others are drawn by 
gold, you must carry the Cross.”

Before embarking on his journey, Alemany sought to bring along a few Dominican Sisters to 
help educate the children of his new diocese in California. The only “Sister” who volunteered to 
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accompany him was a 41-year-old Belgian novice, Mary Goemaere, from Paris’ Monastery of the 
Cross. The journey included four separate sea voyages, a canoe trip and a mule-back trek over 
the Isthmus of Panama. They arrived in San Francisco on the steamer, Columbus, on Dec. 6, 1850.

Sr. Mary Goemaere followed Bishop Alemany to Monterey in March of 1851 and within three 
years there were nine sisters teaching at the school they had named Santa Catalina. Three years 
later, the convent and school, renamed St. Catherine’s, moved inland to Benicia which had briefly 
been the Capitol of California. Sr. Mary continued on as prioress general until 1862 and her last 
act was to open a convent and school, St. Rose Academy, in San Francisco. The founding as the 
story goes…”With tremendous faith, generous donations, and pledges of financial support, in 
1889 Mother Louis arranged for the construction of a new Victorian-Renaissance style building 
which became Dominican College of San Rafael. The College in the beautiful Magnolia Valley 
included the convent, novitiate, and the Upper and Lower schools for girls. Although some sisters 
remained at St. Catherine’s in Benicia, they tearfully bid good-bye to the entire novitiate and 
several professed sisters who set out by schooner to begin ministry and community life together 
in San Rafael”. ~ A History of the Domincan Sisters
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Chapter 8

Freemason Secret Societies  
That Founded Marin (in secret)

White man’s New California was founded by Jesuits and Secret Society Freemasons in 
the mid 1800’s.

In the Middle Ages, the term “freemason” was awarded to highly skilled stonemasons who were 
hired as free agents to build castles and cathedrals in England and Scotland. Because of the inherent 
danger of their work, stonemasons formed local organizations, called lodges, to take care of sick and 
injured members as well as the widows and orphans of those who were killed on the job. Eventu-
ally, men who were not skilled stonemasons wanted to join the group for the many advantages it 
offered. These men were known as “accepted masons.” This is how the group began to shift from 
a craft guild to a fraternity.

The first Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons was established in 1717 in London. In 1718, 
English Freemasonry spread to France and Spain, and after 1729, to India, Italy, Poland, and 
Sweden. Freemasonry spread to other parts of Europe and eventually made its way to the Amer-
ican colonies. In 1733, the first American lodge was established in Boston, under the authority 
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of the Grand Lodge of England. The United States now has grand lodges in all 50 states and the 
District of Columbia. Freemasonry is a global fraternity of men who believe in the brotherhood 
of Man under the Fatherhood of God. As such, Freemasons strive to uphold moral character and 
spiritual values in their interactions with other Freemasons, as well as with non-Freemasons. ~ 
Freemasons for Dummies. 

“Two hundred and 41 years ago, 56 brave colonists met in Philadelphia to risk their ‘lives, 
fortunes and sacred honors’ so that you and I can live in the freedom, liberty and independence 
we enjoy in America today,” says Lodge spokesman Robert Scott. “What is less known is that nine 
of these courageous men, including the president of the Continental Congress, were members 
of the world’s oldest and largest international fraternity – the Freemasons.”

The Freemasonic’s Grand Lodge San Francisco Founded in 1850
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Masonic Lodges in Marin County, CA
Lodge Name ( # )  City Meetings

Fairfax #556 Larkspur, CA 1st Thur. 
Marin #191 San Rafael, CA 2nd Wed. 

Mill Valley #356 Mill Valley, CA 1st Tues.
• From Masons and Moose to the Knights of Pythias and Foresters, Marin once had 54 fraternal 

groups from the Golden Gate to Tomales.
• There were three Knights of Pythias lodges in the county. The Order of Knights of Pythias, an 

international, non-sectarian male fraternity, founded in Washington, DC, by Justus H. Rath-
bone, in 1864, became the first fraternal organization to receive a charter under an act of the 
Congress of the United States after careful investigation by then-President Abraham Lincoln.

• Marin Lodge No. 191 F. & A.M. was organized by sixteen in San Rafael in 1868. These men 
formed the first Masonic Lodge in Marin county. We are the 191st Masonic Lodge to be char-
tered in the state of California. The Masonic lodge is now located in downtown San Rafael at 
1010 Lootens Place at the intersection of 4th Street and Lootens Place. 

• 13 of Mill Valley’s first 18 mayors were members of Mill Valley Masonic Lodge.
• Marin Lodge No.191 laid the cornerstone of the Marin County Courthouse in 1872
• There were nine Druids groves in Marin. In 1923, at ceremonies held at California Park in San 

Rafael, they initiated 500 new members.
• The Independent Order of Foresters had chapters in Tiburon and in Mill Valley.
• A Brown Skin (called African-American) Masonic lodge that used to meet in the old Oddfel-

lows temple in Mill Valley known as Prince Hall Freemasons
• The Improved Order of the Red Men had chapters in Mill Valley, Sausalito and San Rafael. 

The Improved Order of Red Men is a fraternal organization established in North America in 
1834. Their rituals and regalia are modeled after those assumed by men of the era to be used 
by Native Americans.

• Under the sponsorship of Grand Lodge, the cornerstone of the new San Rafael High School 
was laid on December 13th, 1924.

• John F. McInnis (McInnis Park, San Rafael) served as Secretary, Treasurer and Building Manager 
of the San Rafael Masonic Building for many years 
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The United Ancient Order of Druids is a fraternal organization started in England in 1771 to 
promote companionship and social virtue. Druids crossed the Atlantic to the United States in 1830. 
The first “grove” in Marin County was instituted in Bolinas in 1874. The next one was begun in 
Olema in 1881, followed by Nicasio in 1885. Orders were also established in San Rafael, Tomales, 
Novato and Sausalito. There were Druids everywhere. The Druids bought the building in Nicasio 
and began improvements in 1893. They had a large hall on the second floor with several rooms 
for meetings, gatherings and dances. There had always been a general store on the ground floor. 
The owner at this time was Frank E. Rodgers who is standing at the right in the photograph. 
The building also housed a Wells Fargo agency and a 
post office. For community recreation there was a bocce 
court to one side of the building and a bar in the back. 

While this Olema chapter of the United Ancient Order 
of Druids adhered to principles of mutual support, intel-
lectual growth, and social consciousness, it also served 
as a temperance society, according to their literature. 
Today, there are three active Druid “groves” in Nicasio, 
Tomales and Novato.

Founding Dates of Freemason Lodges in California
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New “Settlers of the West” Were Freemasons!
Meriwether Lewis and Lewis Clark are known 

for their efforts forging the trail to open up the 
west with the American Expedition of the Corps of 
Discovery. Lewis and Clark were fraternal brothers 
of Freemasonry, captains, explorers, and leaders in 
the United States. Lewis was particularly dedicated 
to Freemasonry, inspiring Clark to begin his own 
Masonic career. Euro-White man’s initial expansion 
west relies heavily on freemasons.

Lewis’ military career expanded quickly, and 
by 1800, he was a captain in the United States 
Army. Military life introduced Lewis to his 
close companion and fellow captain William 
Clark, where their partnership would become 
instrumental during their journey west. So, we 

see evidence the first foray to access the west was a freemasonic military operation. 
On April 1, 1801, Thomas Jefferson appointed Lewis Clark as Secretary to his presidency. Lewis’ 

years of military leadership and experience prompted Jefferson to recruit Lewis as commander of 
the Corps of Discovery. This new Corps was charged with the mission to explore the vast lands 
newly acquired through the Louisiana Purchase, which spread from the Mississippi Delta, across 
the Rockies to the Canadian border. The two set forth on an 8,000-mile journey spanning three 
years across the great American landscape. 

Kit Carson was a member of Montezuma Lodge No. 109 in Sante Fe, New Mexico. Despite 
adopting Indian customs and buckskins, and living with various tribes, Carson participated 
in occasional massacres of Indians as retribution for murdered friends. Carson City, Nevada is 
named after him.

Just A Few Other Notable Freemasons
George Washington, (note his tombstone states “Freemason” above 

“First President!) general, politician, and first president of the 
United States. Initiated in Fredericksburg, Virginia, Past Master 
of Alexandria Lodge No. 22, Virginia. (note Freemason above 1st 
President of United States)

Lyndon B. Johnson, U.S. president. Johnson City Lodge No. 561, 
Texas (EA degree only) 

Franklin D. Roosevelt, U.S. president. Holland Lodge No. 8, 
New York.

Franklin Delano Roosevelt Jr., U.S. congressman, son of Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt. Initiated 7 November 1935, Architect’s Lodge 
No. 519, New York.

Theodore Roosevelt, U.S. president. Matinecock Lodge No. 806, Oyster Bay, New York. 
Honorary member of the Lodge of King Solomon’s Temple No. 3464
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Thurgood Marshall, U.S. Supreme Court Associate Justice (1967–1991). Coal Creek Lodge No. 
88, Tulsa, Oklahoma PHA.

Booker T. Washington, American educator, president of Tuskegee Normal and Industrial 
Institute, author of Up from Slavery in 1901. Mason at Sight.

John Steinbeck, American author. Initiated, passed and raised in Salinas Lodge No.204, Cali-
fornia, 1929 (withdrew 1933).

Jack L. Warner (1892–1978), film producer and co-founder of Warner Bros. Mount Olive Lodge 
No. 506, California.

Samuel L. Warner, film producer and co-founder of Warner Bros.[66] Mount Olive Lodge No. 
506, California.

Steve Wozniak, co-founder of Apple Computers. Charity Lodge No. 362, Campbell, California.
John Wayne, American actor. Marion McDaniel Lodge No. 56, Arizona.
Arnold Palmer, professional golfer.[18][30] Loyalhanna Lodge No. 275, Latrobe, Pennsylvania. 
Willie Mays, Major League Baseball Hall of Famer 
Harpo Marx, American film comedian
Richard Bernard “Red” Skelton, American comedian. Vincennes Lodge No. 1, Vincennes, 

Indiana

The members of San Rafael Pyramid No. 31, Ancient Egyptian Order of 
Sciots, are preparing for a ceremonial session to be held at Fairfax Saturday 
evening. Over a hundred master Masons will be Initiated. The Sciots will go 
to Fairfax, where a barbecue will be held. Among the officers of the supreme 
pyramid in the line of march will be Pharaoh John M. Boyes, Poliarch Ross 
Pool, Lecturer Charles H. S. Pratt and Scribe Karl Eber.

Samuel P. Taylor was held in high regard by his Masonry brethren. It 
has been claimed that Taylor was the grandson of George Taylor, a Penn-
sylvanian who signed the Declaration of Independence and that Sarah 
Washington Irving was the favorite niece of writer and poet Washington 
Irving. Marin Lodge conducted his funeral service on August 30, 1972. 

On Oct. 30, 1973, a time capsule was placed east 
of and near the Doughboy Statue at the Marin Civic 
Center. The Marin County Supervisors were in charge 
of the ceremonies with P.M. Warren H. Williams repre-
senting Marin Lodge No. 191. The inscription on the 
time capsule and a list of its contents are attached and 
made part of the Lodge History. 

(from the Marin Freemason website)
“Marin Lodge No. 191 Free and Accepted Masons 

was granted its Charter on October 15, 1868 during 
the Nineteenth Annual Communication of the Grand 
Lodge of California.

It was during that year that President Andrew Johnson was acquitted during impeachment 
proceedings. 
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Marin County was chiefly agricultural and resi-
dential with taxable property estimated at a value of 
$2,240,000.00 while San Rafael was a village with a 
census record of 606 residents and an estimated tran-
sient population of around 200. On the evening of 
February 1, 1868, at eight o’clock, nineteen gentlemen 
recognized each other as Master Masons in good 
standing in Short’s Hall, located on the southwest 
corner of Fourth and C Streets in San Rafael. Brother 
Henry McCrea was called to the chair while Brother 
Solomon Bear (Solomon Bear?) was selected to act as 
Secretary. The first order of business was the appoint-
ment of a committee to produce a proper room in 
which to hold meetings of the proposed lodge.

Fairfax Freemasonic Lodge
On March 14, 1922, 17 masons petitioned for dispensation from the Grand Lodge of California 

to start a new lodgeOn October 30, 1923, the charter was given for Fairfax Lodge #556 F&AM. By 
1944, the membership was too large for the original meeting place so they moved to the upper 
floor of 19 Ross Avenue in San Anselmo. At the end of World War II, the increase in membership 
resulted for the desire to have their own building. This was quite an endeavor because they 
were going to build with no mortgage and provide for no commercial rentals. The members 
had young families and money was tight. Many of the members worked for Pacific Telephone 
and Telegraph, PG&E, Western Pacific Railroad, or were in police work. The Marin County 

Sheriff and the Police Chiefs of San Anselmo, Ross, 
and Larkspur were among the members. 

Marin Lodge No. 191 F. & A.M.was organized by 
sixteen Freemasons to help improve themselves and their 
community in San Rafael in 1868. These men formed the 
first Masonic Lodge in Marin county. We received our 
charter from the Grand Lodge of California F. & A.M. in 
October of 1868 during the Annual Communication of 
Grand Lodge that year. We are the 191st Masonic Lodge 
to be chartered in the state of California. We are located 
in downtown San Rafael at 1010 Lootens Place at the 
intersection of 4th Street and Lootens Place.

Bohemian Grove ~ Elite’s Secret Society  
Originally in Muir Woods

Bohemian Grove is now a private and restricted 2,700-acre compound in the Redwoods of 
Monte Rio, California, United States, belonging to a private San Francisco–based gentlemen’s 
club known as the Bohemian Club. The Bohemian Club’s all-male membership includes artists 
and musicians, as well as many prominent business leaders, government officials, former U.S. 
presidents, senior media executives, and people of power.



140  The History of Marin County That Has Never Been Told

September 3, 1892: The Bohemian Club considers 
purchasing Redwood Canyon as a home for their 
summer resorts. They camp in the forest for two weeks 
and build a large 70-foot statue of Daibutsu Buddha 
in an area later to be known as the Bohemian Grove. 
This statue gradually deteriorates over time; there is 
currently no evidence of the statue or the summer 
encampment in Muir Woods. 

The service’s final speaker was Edward R. Stettinius, 
Jr., U.S. Secretary of State, who spoke of Muir Woods 
as a symbol of Roosevelt’s ideals, saying, “These great 
redwoods at Muir Woods National Monument are the 
most enduring of all trees. Many of them stood here 

centuries after every man now living is dead. They are as timeless and as strong as the ideals 
and faith of Franklin D. Roosevelt.”

Ancient Egyptian Order of Sciots
March 1933 issue of “The Mohair,” the official publication of the San Rafael Pyramid No. 31 

chapter of the A. E. O. S. (Ancient Egyptian Order of Sciots). 
“The members of San Rafael Pyramid No. 31, Ancient 

Egyptian Order of Sciots, are preparing for a ceremonial 
session to be held at Fairfax Saturday evening. Over a 
hundred master Masons will be Initiated. The Sciots will 
go to Fairfax, where a barbecue will be held. Among the 
officers of the supreme pyramid in the line of march will 

be Pharaoh John M. Boyes, Poliarch Ross Pool, Lecturer Charles H. S. Pratt and Scribe Karl Eber”.
The emblem of the order is a pyramid that bears the portrait of a Sphinx. The Sphinx denotes 

past Toparchs, and the pyramid symbolizes past Pharaohs. The uniforms and regalia of the society 
closely resemble those worn by the Shriners.
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Local units, as already noted, are called “Subordinate 
Pyramids.” The highest authority is the “Supreme Pyramid.” 
It meets in convention annually. Head offices are in Sacra-
mento, California.
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Chapter 9

The First Rich  
White Men of Marin 

Freemason Samuel P. Taylor ~Taylor Mill now Samuel P. Taylor Park
(I cannot find an image of Mr. Taylor anywhere)

Samuel P. Taylor was held in high regard by his Masonry brethren. It has been claimed that 
Taylor was the grandson of George Taylor, a Pennsylvanian who signed the Declaration of 
Independence and that Sarah Washington Irving was the favorite niece of writer and poet 

Washington Irving. Marin Lodge conducted his funeral service on August 30, 1972. 
(note the freemason symbol atop of headstone)
1) Started the first sawmill in CA
2) Invented grocery paper bag
3) At Paper Mill Creek, he created the first fish ladder on the West 

Coast
As a member of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors. In his earlier 

days he was a member of the famous Vigilantes Committee. He took 
his civic duties seriously and helped build schools, improve streets and 
create a better city. no paper mill on Paper Mill Creek. It burned down 
in 1916. Taylorville had a post office, a tannery, a gun powder factory, 
the first in the US water powered paper mill, then later a steam driven 
mill. An orchard, cattle ranch and was serviced by train from 1875 until 
1933. Camp Taylor, on the same property, had a hotel, a dance hall, two bowling alleys, boating 
on the creek, hunting and fishing. As many as 3000 people would visit on popular weekends. 

Taylor sailed from Boston Harbor in a schooner that he purchased with a group of friends, 
arriving in San Francisco ten months later. Taylor’s first business in California, we are told/sold 
was a bacon and egg stand on the beach. “Upon arrival Taylor found a wooden cask of eggs 
floating near the shore. He cooked the eggs, overturned the cask, and set up a food stand on 
the beach.” In 1853, Taylor left for Hawkins Bar, California in Tuolumne County to prospect for 
gold. He used his profits to buy land in Marin County and enter the paper business. In 1848, at 
the age of 21, Samuel P. Taylor caught the “gold fever” then sweeping the East Coast. He joined 
with friends to purchase a schooner and left Boston Harbor in early 1849. An entrepreneur at 
heart he saw that there was money in cooking and selling meals. He went into the bacon and 
egg business and sold hot meals from a plank stand on the beach in front of his ship along the 
San Francisco waterfront.

He made enough money from this enterprise to go into the lumber business with his future 
brother-in-law Isaac Cook. His lumberyard was located at the corner of California Street near 
Drum Street. While looking for trees for his lumberyard, Samuel Taylor rode into Western Marin 
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County. As he explored the area for wood to harvest, he came to a stop west of present day 
Lagunitas. He decided this spot would make an excellent location for a paper mill. The mill site 
deeply impressed him as it had an abundance of fresh water and raw materials to make the mill 
a success. He purchased 100 acres of land from the local landowner for $505.00. Samuel Taylor’s 
father owned a paper mill back in New York on the Hudson River. It must have been this expe-
rience that enabled him to envision a successful business in this wilderness spot.

Samuel Taylor was a man of vision, and looking at this site in the wilderness of western Marin 
county with no roads or trails, miles from the ocean and the bay, this was to become his home, 
an industrial complex, a farm center and a recreational paradise.

In 1854-55 he returned to Fall River, Massa-
chusetts in search of industrial goods to start his 
paper mill. He met and married Sarah Washington 
Irving, who gave up her position as a schoolteacher 
in Fall River and returned to San Francisco with 
Samuel Taylor and shared with him the creation 
of his dream to build the first paper mill west of 
the Allegheny’s. They called the paper mill, the 
Pioneer Paper Mill Company as it was indeed the 
first paper mill built in the western United States. 
To run his mill he needed water to turn his mill 

wheel since steam engines had yet to reach California. The mill however was in an isolated part 
of western Marin County, far away from the busy San Francisco Bay. In order to get raw materials 
into the mill and paper out to the City he had to construct roads and purchase a schooner to take 
paper and supplies to and from San Francisco.

It was said that if Taylor’s schooner was late in arriving from Marin, the daily edition of San 
Francisco newspapers could not be printed. With his spirit of determination Samuel Taylor started 
to build his life, his family and his fortune around his Paper Mill on that little creek in western 
Marin County. Before long the enterprise was supplying every San Francisco newspaper with 
its raw material, this in the days when newsprint was the only media game in town. The paper 
product was important enough that a watch was posted atop Telegraph Hill to light a signal fire 
when the Bolinas schooner-and its precious cargo-was sighted approaching the Golden Gate.

In time, he had enough people living around his mill that it became known as Taylorville. Some 
were involved in running the paper mill, others in hauling the goods in and out along the new 
roads by ox carts. Still others tended to the many dairy cows that Samuel Taylor imported from 
New Jersey. As the mill grew and steam power was introduced, cord wood was needed to keep 
the steam engines going twenty-four hours a day. At one point, Taylor had a black powder mill, 
a fur tannery, a tanbark mill and the Azalea Hotel as part of industries running on his property. 
Supporting industry; grocery, laundry, saloon, dance hall, riding stable, butcher shop.

When the North Pacific Coast Railroad pushed through to Western Marin, Taylorville was an 
important stop. Samuel Taylor had been a major backer of this new road of steel in Marin County. 
Now if anyone has traveled along the Redwoods at Samuel P. Taylor park, it is full of massive 
lumber, rivers and White’s Pass to get over from Fairfax. Getting supplies back and forth before 
the railroad was built had to be extremely problematic using just horse n’ buggy and/or oxen. 
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For the first two decades Taylor had to cart his newsprint with ox-driven carts over the Bolinas 
Ridge to a schooner in Bolinas and on to San Francisco. However, when the North Pacific Coast 
Railroad was completed in 1875, his transportation challenges eased, and campers and vacationers 
could travel to Camp Taylor quickly and in comfort. Taylor purchased another 2,000 nearby acres 
and in 1884 the mill was enlarged and converted to steam power.

Between 1855 and 1893, the Pioneer Paper Mill expanded and grew. Taylor was in a building 
frenzy and built the Azalea Hotel in Taylorville for visitors to stop and spend a fe days away 
from the “City”. Camp Taylor Resort was one of the largest recreational “tented”.

The coast redwoods meant something besides lumber: paper. In 1853 Samuel P. Taylor, a 49er 
from Boston, came to Marin to scout out material for his thriving San Francisco lumberyard and 
discovered Daniels Creek, a bountiful Nicasio Indian fishing ground. Taylor leased (and later 
bought) 100 acres from coast grandee Rafael Garcia and constructed the West’s first paper mill 
out of machinery that was shipped from the east via Panama to San Francisco, by schooner to 
Bolinas and by ox sled (over a Bolinas Ridge road built for the purpose) to the creek, dammed 
by this time to power the mill. Before long the enterprise was supplying every San Francisco 
newspaper with its raw material, this in the days when newsprint was the only media game in 
town. The paper product was important enough that a watch was posted atop Telegraph Hill 
to light a signal fire when the Bolinas schooner-and its precious cargo-was sighted approaching 
the Golden Gate.

Today there is no paper mill on Paper Mill Creek. It burned down in 1916. Taylorville is gone 
and so are the railroad, and the dam and all the supporting enterprises such as the hotel, bowling 
alley, saloons, and riding stable. Instead you will find, Samuel P. Taylor State Park, approxi-
mately 2700 acres of redwood groves and grassland. The foundations of his paper mill are still 
visible along the trails and remnants of his fish ladder lie in the creek.

William Tecumseh Sherman 
In 1844, Governor Manuel Micheltorena granted the 

56,621-acre Rancho Nicasio to Pablo de la Guerra and 
John B.R. Cooper. By 1849, there were three owners 
— Pablo de la Guerra, Cooper, and Jasper O’Farrell. 
In 1850 Pablo de la Guerra sold his 30,848 acres undi-
vided share of the ranch to Henry Wager Halleck. 
Halleck hunted and fished at Rancho Nicasio, and built 
a house on the creek near Nicasio, now called Halleck 
Creek. Halleck had arrived in California in 1847 as a 
lieutenant in the United States Engineers (engineers 
in CA before the gold rush is announced?), accompanied 
by his friend, Lt. William Tecumseh Sherman. 

Halleck was a partner in the San Francisco law firm, Halleck, Peachy & Billings, and in the 
Civil War was promoted by President Abraham Lincoln to general-in-chief of the armies of the 
United States.

Freemason General Sherman received his Masonic degrees in St. John’s Lodge No. 6 of Norwalk, 
Connecticut in 1810. After the Civil War, Sherman became Commanding General of the Army 
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from 1869 to 1883. As such, he was responsible for the conduct of the ‘Indian Wars’ in the western 
United States, again winning both praise for his military effectiveness and blame for his ruthless 
strategy of “total war.” While many of his colleagues saw action in the Mexican-American War, 
Sherman performed administrative duties in the captured territory of California. He and fellow 
officer Lt. Edward Ord reached the town of Yerba Buena two days before its name was changed 
to San Francisco. (coinkidinky again?)

In 1848, Sherman accompanied the military governor of California, Col. Richard Barnes Mason, 
in the inspection that officially confirmed the claim that gold had been discovered in the region, 
thus inaugurating the California Gold Rush. Sherman would become one of the relatively few 
high-ranking officers in the Civil War who had not fought in Mexico. In 1853 Sherman resigned 
his military commission and became president of a bank in San Francisco. 

He survived two shipwrecks and floated through the Golden Gate on the overturned hull of 
a foundering lumber schooner. Sherman’s bank failed during the financial Panic of 1857 and he 
turned to the practice of law in Leavenworth, Kansas, at which he was also unsuccessful. Sherman 
eventually suffered from stress-related asthma because of the city’s toxic climate. 

Sherman’s main concern as commanding general was to protect the construction and opera-
tion of the railroads from attack by hostile Natives. In his campaigns against the original Ancient 
Ones tribes, Sherman repeated his Civil War strategy by seeking not only to defeat the enemy’s 
soldiers, but also to destroy the resources that allowed the enemy to sustain its warfare

James Donahue; Mr. Everywhere and Everything from Nothing at All
The Donohue brothers take the cake about power and effort and beyond belief, like before 

the Golden Gate Bridge times, were able to accomplish so much mining, railroad and sporting 
lodges in Marin first and foremost. 

Peter Donahue, perhaps the most important California industrialist in the 19th Century, was 
the individual most responsible for the manufacturing development of the Bay Area. His Union 
Iron Works, employing up to 3,000 mechanics, built and repaired dozens of ships, both civilian 
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and military. This enterprise later became the Bethlehem Steel ShipYard. He 
founded the San Francisco Gas Company, (forerunner of PG&E), and in 1869 
he started the first cross town streetcar line, the Omnibus Rail Way (now the 
San Francisco Municipal Railway).

Peter, James and Michael Donahue were three young Irishmen arrived in 
SF in 1849 with no money. We are told/sold that they soon expanded their 
blacksmith shop into a machine shop and boiler works, and then added a 
foundry. In 1852, Donahue applied for a franchise to erect a gasworks, lay the 
pipes and install streetlamps. He would charge the city 32.5 cents per lamp per night. The Dona-
hue’s got the franchise, however they still didn’t have a gasworks, nor the money or know-how 
to build one; however, they organized the San Francisco Gas Company in 1852, authorizing the 
sale of $150,000 in stock. 

But Donahue’s greatest love was building railroads. In 1862 he built the first railroad in Cali-
fornia from San Francisco to San Jose. By 1869 he was buying and building railroads in Sonoma 
County. He extended his SF&NP railroad from Sonoma to San Rafael and then to Tiburon. The 
Marin County Tocsin wrote: “Peter Donahue has left behind him a monument greater than a 
sculptor’s cunning could ever design.” He founded Tiburon.

Some of you may say that, wait a minute, Peter Donahue’s 
Iron Works Factory in San Francisco was making trains then too 
making locomotives, rails, spikes, hauling cars, passenger cars, 
etc., HOWEVER, there are no dates listed in Wikipedia for the 
dates they trains were even completed, not one, or any links to 
their legacies, like Wikipedia had provided for every steamship 
and naval vessels they had built. Porque senor, porque?

And then where did the get the iron they had to import to the 
island of SF? .. and all the other raw materials and vehicles and 
cranes and smelters, and smokestacks, etc…., needed for such a 
massive construction event?

A total of 93 ships were built, 15 Liberty cargo ships and 78 
tankers. During World War II this 210-acre shipyard was a buzzing 
giant assembly line filled with ship parts, large open skids, and huge traveling cranes that lifted 
pre-assembled sections to a hull where they were welded to it.

In 1853, Peter Donahue became the sole-owner and renamed the foundry the Union Iron 
Works. How he got financing for all the material and to buy the foundry outright is not known. 
They called their firm Donahue’s Union Iron and Brass Works, but the public shortened the 
company’s name to the Union Iron Works. By 1853 the Irishmen were changing San Francisco 
nomenclature as well as its skyline and industrial base. They added a gas works on First, from 
Howard to Fremont; and the area came to be known as Tar Flat rather than Happy Valley. This 
was a time before natural gas. Illuminating gas for streetlamps was made from coal, most of it 
imported from England, again by ship and long journey. Peter Donahue was no ecologist, but he 
was a good businessman and he soon found a use for the gas company’s “toxic” waste, using 
the tar for roofing material and street paving before the day of asphalt. 
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Donahue was another busy little be in that he was said to have later founded Pacific Gas and 
Electric (PG&E) with all its freemasonic symbolism still to this day in its main HQ.

Donahue built the San Francisco and San Jose Railroad in1860. He then added lines from 
Marin County in the North Bay in the 1870’s across Petaluma Creek, to the Russian River and 
Cazadero to Bodega Bay near Bohemian Grove that was founded, conveniently, in 1871 next to 
the railroad. He later moved his railroad terminus to Point Tiburon in Marin County. Eventually, 
as the Northwestern Pacific, the railway was extended from Tiburon and Sausalito all the way 
to Eureka.

The amazing Peter, also wanted to connect his 
trains with the San Francisco, a 3-sided island. He 
put together a ferry fleet to run from the Embarcadero. 
By l871, he had rebuilt such veteran steamers as the 
Sacramento, Wilson G. Hunt, and ironically, the Milton 
S. La, named for his chief local rival in transport. He 
placed them in service with his brand new “flagship”, 
the James M. Donahue, named for his brother. But 
another star of this San Francisco Bay ferry flotilla 
was the aging Antelope. She had become famous on 
the Sacramento River in the 1850’s as “Wells, Fargo’s 
Gold Boat” because she carried many cargoes of gold 
dust and bullion. And she brought the first Pony 
Express mail pouches to the Embarcadero from the 
capital in 1860.

In addition, we are told/sold, that the amazing Peter, in 1860 Donahue founded the Omnibus 
Railroad, the first crosstown streetcar service in San Francisco. Using horse-drawn cars, he ran 
a line from Third Street and Townsend to Union and Powell, as well as one running from Mont-
gomery and Washington to Howard and Mission Dolores. 

He also, in 1860, Donahue also organized the San Francisco and San Jose Railroad. Donahue 
acquired the rights to the San Francisco and North Pacific Railroad and constructed a line that 
went North from a landing on Petaluma Creek, that became known as Donahue, to Cazadero. 

How did So Many Trains get Ordered and Shipped to SF and Marin? 
Within calendar year 1869 at least seventy-two locomotives are said to have arrived in San Francisco, 

most of which had departed, after being made in the East, USA Inc., in 1868. 
Remember that this year, the one-way only transcontinental railway was completed.
This number includes the eighteen locomotives to arrive by steamers (though some parts of 

some of these had arrived in previous weeks in 1868. While this is the largest number of loco-
motives to arrive in San Francisco by sea in any particular year, the importation of locomotives 
essentially ceased by midsummer. 

The Train parts; the boiler, the wheels, hydraulics, rails, spikes, engine parts, steam pipe, etc. 
had to be ordered by 6-8 month ship travel and then crated, loaded, shipped and uncrated and 
then reassembled by experts who had to previously measure the angle, depth, width, height and 
elevation grade every curve and cut in the railway to be sent to California, and they had to be 
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exact. They had to measure the cost of each shovel full of dirt, the size and cost of every timber 
to be felled for bottom line accounting and the removal of every boulder and rocks, where to 
move them to, how to move them as well as build out of several tunnels, some through hard rock 
when dynamite was said to have been used. Tree fellers, surveyors, road engineers, locomotive 
train technicians, train operators, horses, oxen, carts, food, water, shelter, security from native 
sabotage, etc. were all required to put the hundreds of miles of railway and had to also be sent 
by ship through the 1880’s since the rail line out west could only be used for one way travel. 

Additionally, any errors in rail construction, i.e., rail line doesn’t curve properly, grades to 
steep, etc. caused a reevaluation of the entire rail line to be completed. If just one rail line was 
off, the rail line would be inoperable. The terrain around the areas had to also be planned out 
and considered. Here in NorCal, the forests are dense and thick with many creeks, rivers and 
waterways that had to be forged by building trestles along with dozens of tunnels that were 
blasted through and meet at the other end. Some of the tunnels ran through rock and in the mid 
to late 1800’s, they were able to engineer these tunnels, some more than ½ mile long, and meet 
up at the other end miraculously without electronic or terrain maps to help guide them.

Donahue’s Iron Foundry Works of the 1880’s
Donahue’s Union Iron Works also constructed many 

of the double-ended railroad Ferries and ships that 
plied the waters of the San Francisco Bay well into 
the 20th century. 

Interestingly, the San Francisco Iron Foundry was 
also said to manufacture the trains listed below but 
no dates are given in Wikipedia, yet the same foundry 
lists ALL the dates that ships were built there with 
the links. Why are no dates and no links provided for 
the trains built? Where did they get scrap iron from, 

riveters, boat builders, etc.? And where did they get all the labor and materials needed, like coal 
and such across the bay shipped all! Hmm.
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“The Donahue Line”
In 1869, the San Francisco & North Pacific Railroad was founded by Peter Donahue, a San 

Francisco industrialist. The southern terminus, Donahue’s Landing, was near Lakeville on Peta-
luma Creek in Sonoma County.

In 1884, Donahue extended the railroad and provided ferry service by moving the southern 
terminus of the line to Point Tiburon. Thus Tiburon, a California railroad town, was created on 
the Mexican land grant held by Hilarita Reed Lyford.

In 1907, the Donahue line merged with five North Coast railroads to become the Northwestern 
Pacific Railroad, a subsidiary of Southern Pacific Company. The 400 miles of track through the 
Redwood Empire connected Eureka and San Francisco via Tiburon.

William Antonio Richardson ~ Richardson Bay
Two foreigners, whose names would be significant to Mill Valley, came to 

California around that time, William Richardson, an Englishman, in 1822, and 
John Thomas Reed, an Irishman, in 1826. It was Reed who named Sausalito. 
In 1838, William Richardson, an English seaman married to the daughter 
of the Commandante of El Presidio (the Mexican military garrison in San 
Francisco) was given a 19,571-acre land grant in what is now southern and 
western Marin County. He built his hacienda in the vicinity of Sausalito’s 
present-day Caledonia Street and prospered from several successful busi-
ness ventures.

In 1829, Richardson and his family moved to Mission San Gabriel (near present-day Los Angeles) 
where they remained for the next 6 years. This move proved beneficial to the Englishman in 
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many ways, chief among which was his fortuitous encounter with the Governor of California, 
Jose Figueroa, who was at San Gabriel on an inspection trip in May of 1835. 

In 1838, Richardson received Rancho Sausalito, 19,000 acres stretching from the Pacific Ocean 
to the south, Mt. Tamalpais to the north, east to the Corte Madera del Presidio Creek and out to 
Richardson Bay, including the Headlands and what is now Stinson and Muir Beaches, Sausalito, 
Tamalpais and Homestead Valleys, and part of Mill Valley. Reed was granted Rancho Corte 
Madera del Presidio (where the wood was cut for the Presidio) in 1834. Comprising 8,000 acres, it 
ran roughly from the Corte Madera del Presidio creek (to the east of what is now Miller Avenue), 
north and east to the San Quentin Peninsula and including what is now Strawberry, Tiburon, 
Corte Madera and up to Lark Creek in Larkspur, and then south to Richardson Bay

The Governor and Captain Richardson sympathized and during their talks they discussed 
several matters related to the distribution of land to settlers, the promotion of trade and more 
generally the colonization of Alta California. The Englishman had a strong interest in these issues 
since he had long wanted to obtain a tract of land immediately north of the entrance to San Fran-
cisco Bay, extending from Sausalito to the Bolinas Lagoon. In fact, three months prior to meeting 
the Governor he had submitted a petition to obtain the tract of land. In addition, the Englishman 
asked for a small residential lot at Yerba Buena Cove on San Francisco Bay. As Captain of the 
Port, it was also Richardson’s duty to board all the ships that entered the Bay, check their papers 
and record the amount of goods they brought back with them. Richardson’s maritime report of 
1837 provides a detailed account of the countries San Francisco Bay traded with and of the type 
of goods that were being bartered.

William Richardson remained at Yerba Buena until June of 1841 date at which he moved to 
his ranch in Sausalito across the entrance to the Bay. He found that he could perform his duties 
as captain of the port just as easily from Sausalito as from Yerba Buena while having much more 
space and resources for his family. He sold his adobe house and two lots at Yerba Buena for $5,000, 
the first in a long series of bad business decisions which would eventually culminate in financial 
ruin. Henceforth, the Captain had only very limited influence on developments at Yerba Buena, 
or San Francisco as it was named after January 1847. His son Stephen explained his decision to 
move to Sausalito thus:

“Having laid the foundation stones of a city and watched its progress long enough to know with certainty 
that it would grow, my father turned his back on it. Had he waited a few years longer till the great gold 
rush began, with a probable acquisition of land and water rights, his wealth would doubtless have been 
enormous--large enough to withstand the mishaps that wrecked his fortune in his old age ... Indeed, my 
father believed that two cities would spring up on each side of the Golden Gate, and he preferred to cast 
his lot where owned everything.” 

Although Richardson lived near the Presidio during this period, his activities frequently took 
him to Sausalito’s cove where the excellent spring water and wood supplies provided him with 
a steady income. He set his sights on acquiring the Marin headlands, including Sausalito with 
its springs. Meanwhile, John Reed, a twenty-year-old Irishman, arrived on the scene in 1826 and 
took an instant liking to Sausalito and the Marin hills. After building a small cabin at Sausalito’s 
cove, he petitioned Governor Echienda for a land grant that would include Sausalito. His request 
was denied, but it must have startled Richardson to have another suitor wooing the Mexican 
governor for the very desirable tract of land.
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To acquire land required a native bride, so Richardson married Señorita Mara Antonia 
Martínez. Governor Sol granted Richardson the privilege of becoming a resident on condition that 
he teach navigation and carpentry skills to the local youth. After receiving religious instruction, 
Richardson became a Roman Catholic in 1823, a necessary step in order to become a naturalized Mexican 
citizen, marry Mara Antonia Martínez and obtain a land grant. In 1825, after obtaining permission 
from Governor Arguello, Richardson and Maria Antonia married.

Richardson’s arrival coincided with a time of great commercial and political change in Cali-
fornia. In March of 1822, news arrived in Monterey that after ten years of struggle, the former 
colony of New Spain had finally emancipated itself and would now be known as Mexico.

After 1822, Mexico implemented an important change in commercial policy by abrogating the 
Spanish law of forbidding trade with foreign vessels. Henceforth, foreign merchant vessels were 
allowed to anchor and trade at ports throughout California, provided captains first stopped at 
Monterey and paid anchorage fees and custom duties. This new commercial policy heralded 
the era of the “hide and tallow trade” lasting essentially the period of Mexican control over 
California (1822-1846).

The opening of San Francisco Bay for trade with foreign vessels proved beneficial to Richardson 
given his naval and language skills. Indeed, when the merchant ships entered San Francisco Bay, 
Richardson would often pilot them through the waters, oversee the transferring of goods and 
serve as translator. From 1822 to 1829, Richardson facilitated the hide and tallow trade in this 
manner. Through other seafaring activities, such as sounding the waters of the bay for depths, 
islands and shoals, the Englishman came to be known “Captain Richardson.” Equipped with a 
rowboat and whaleboat, Captain Richardson also took charge of the transportation of goods and 
food supplies throughout the Bay Area which until then had been carried laboriously by oxcart.

A few bad investments, punishment from Lady Fortuna who sank Richardson’s three ocean-
going ships in the space of six months in 1853, the mortgaging of his huge Sausalito ranch and 
sound financial advice from a money-hungry real-estate agent took care of everything and in 
1856, spiritually and materially broken down, William A. Richardson died leaving San Francisco 
Bay just as he had come to it: landless.

Lord Charles “Charlie: Snowden Fairfax, 
Lord “Charlie” was a gold seeking miner and political leader of the 1850s, 

who served California as an Assemblyman (1853), Speaker of Assembly 
(1854), and Clerk of the State Supreme Court (1856). A descendant of Scottish 
barons of the Cameron Fairfax family of Virginia. 

On April 6, 1849, Fairfax and a group of young men who had formed the 
Madison Mining and Trading Company, loaded up their luggage and big 
dreams to find gold in California and boarded the steamship Glenmore. In 
1849 he apparently also became partners with some like-minded colleagues. 
Calling themselves the Virginia Company, they invested in a steamship, 
loaded it with mining supplies and tobacco, and set off for San Francisco. 

Amazingly, in less than two years’ time, in 1851, Lord Fairfax was selected to be Chairman of 
the Marysville Vigilance delegation to a Yuba County Democratic Convention. A year later he 
moved up to Marysville Justice of the Peace and then a county Judge with an array of duties. In 
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1853, the ballot box majority elected him to Democratic State Assemblyman from the Marysville 
District of Yuba County. 

A growing issue at the time was slavery. The Democrats in that part of the state were divided 
over the issue. Some of the gold seekers who came from the South brought their slaves with them. 
Those who wanted slavery in California were called the “Chivalry” wing. Charles Snowden 
Fairfax grew up in a world where slavery was the norm. Harrison called them “servants,” but 
they were indeed enslaved. His circle of friends included state Assemblymen Charles W. Piercy 
and Daniel Showalter, whose paths would cross one final, fatal time at Fairfax’s scenic country 
home on May 23, 1861. Bird’s Nest Glen, as Fairfax called his estate, was a wedding present to 
Charlie and his wife, Ada, in 1855. Situated in west Marin County, across the Golden Gate from 
San Francisco, the Glen was 32 acres of lush, rolling countryside about five miles from the Mission 
San Rafael. The location is now called Fairfax.

Duel to the Death
Fairfax was elected a Marin County Supervisor in 1865 and held that office for two years. In 

1861, a political dispute led two men, Daniel Showalter and Charles Piercy, to Lord Fairfax’s home 
to settle the matter. Fairfax, always the very soul of tact and diplomacy, served the men a lavish 
meal and attempted to talk them out of their intention to face off with rifles, which Showalter, 
as challenged participant, had chosen as weapons. The site chosen for the duel was a mile or so 
down the road from Bird’s Nest Glen, in an open field near the creek in what is now the city of 
San Anselmo.

Some 60 spectators showed up to watch, attracted by the “entertainment” so disdained by 
the Times, and were not disappointed. Showalter’s choice of 40 paces distance, instead of the 20 
desired by Piercy, permitted ample space as well as time for a large herd of cattle to meander onto 
the field of combat, pawing and bellowing and generally doing at least as much as had Fairfax 
to prevent the duel. The cattle were finally driven off and the field cleared, and upon the word 
from Tom Hayes, Showalter’s second, both men fired.

Both missed. At 40 paces, surrounded by raucous 
spectators and spooked cattle, that couldn’t have been 
especially surprising, but rather than accept a draw, 
Showalter called for the weapons to be loaded again. His 
second shot caught Piercy directly in the mouth, and the 
Douglas Democrat collapsed to the ground, dead. With 
Piercy’s interment in a San Rafael cemetery, Showalter 
saw his own political career buried as well. 

Charles Fairfax died in 1869 after traveling east as a 
delegate to the National Democratic Convention, at the 
home of his mother. After his death, his widow sold the 
property to Mary Owens and moved to Fort Ross. 

In the 1890’s the former Fairfax home became a hotel 
and restaurant, Pastori’s, becoming as renowned as “Bird’s Nest Glen” had been when Charles 
and Ada Fairfax owned it. Its excellent food, service and setting attracted clientele from near and 
far, the elite from San Francisco and the famous from across the country. 
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In 1911 the restaurant burned to the ground, destroying the last vestige of the Fairfax home. 
Madame Pastori immediately rebuilt in an even grander style. This building still stands today 
on the Marin Town and Country Club property.

William Kent (Kent Woodlands)

“I have been writing and talking about the necessity of keeping this a white man’s country 
for the last thirty years.” His campaign posters declared, “We must exclude Asiatics.” ~ 
William Kent

Noted racist, conservationist, philanthropist, and a USA Republican 
Representative, William Kent, served three terms in Congress. In 1910 he 
ran for Congress as a Progressive Republican and won; he served two addi-
tional terms as an Independent. He sponsored the legislation that created 
the National Park System in 1916; on the home front he helped create the 
Marin Municipal Water District and pushed to set aside Mount Tamalpais 
as a park. Meanwhile, Elizabeth Kent became a passionate advocate for 
women’s suffrage. “She would get arrested,” recalls Kent’s granddaughter 
Molly Schardt. “William had to bail her out. He would get quite cross. But 
when friends told him ‘Get your wife in order,’ he said ‘No, I value my 

independence so much I cannot infringe on hers.’ ”
Kent was born in Chicago in 1864, and his family moved to Marin in 1871, 

settling on an 800-acre spread that would later be known as Kentfield. In 
1887, Kent graduated from Yale, where he met his wife, Elizabeth Thacher. 
Kent was a member of Yales Secret Society Skull n’ Bones club. His biog-
raphy reads a as a freshman a member of Yale Courant board; then an editor 
of Yale Literary Magazine; Class historian; member Eta Phi, Delta Kappa 
Epsilon, Chi Delta Theta, and Skull and Bones.

After living on the East Coast and in Chicago, the Kent’s—along with 
their seven children—returned to California in 1907. 

William Kent is best known for his conservation efforts, which led to 
the establishment of Muir Woods National Monument. The Kent’s spent 
$45,000 to purchase more than 600 acres on the slopes of Mount Tamalpais, including what was 
then known as “Redwood Canyon,”, one of the last remaining redwood groves in the area. When 
a local water company threatened to invoke eminent domain to create a reservoir in 1907, the 
Kent’s donated half of the land to the federal government, and President Theodore Roosevelt 
designated it a national monument the following year. Kent asked that the protected area be 
named for fellow conservationist John Muir. 

In 1916, Kent and Senator Reed Smoot of Utah cosponsored the National Park Service Organic 
Act, which established the National Park Service for protection of historical sites and wilderness 
habitats. Kent, a member of Congress from 1911 to 1917, is the principal sponsor in the House of 
Representatives of the 1916 legislation creating the National Park Service, which is signed into 
law by President Woodrow Wilson on August 25, 1916. 
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Within a few years, his friendship with Muir shattered over his support for the plan to build 
a dam in Yosemite’s Hetch Hetchy Valley, a project that, a century later, still rankles lovers of 
national parks.

As a U.S. Representative from Marin County, Kent advocated for the extension of the Chinese 
Exclusion Act and restrictions on rights for Japanese immigrants. In a 1920 speech to the Common-
wealth Club in San Francisco, he declared:

“We who happen to be of English descent are proud and happy in the fact that the country from 
which we came was not overrun by successions of peoples yellow and black and indiscriminate in 
their breeding.”

Kent was also a staunch prohibitionist, 
protesting the “numerous and irresponsible” 
taverns in San Rafael, as well as a huge racist 
who was vehemently opponent of immigration, 
especially from China and Japan, the former 
already severely restricted due to the Chinese 
Exclusion Act of 1882. Kent received endorse-
ments from an array of exclusionary groups and 
boasted on the campaign trail. The legislation 
he sponsored ripped apart families, prevented 
immigrants from owning land and bolstered an 
anti-Asian prejudice that fueled stereotyping, 

harassment and violence that continued for generations. A deeper look into Kent’s history make 
his bigotry very clear. A poster for his unsuccessful Senate campaign reads: “Study His Record 
— Kent for years has worked and voted for absolute exclusion of Japanese.”

He proudly described his legislative proposals: “I have been writing and talking about the 
necessity of keeping this a white man’s country for the last 30 years.” His public speeches, printed in 
the Congressional Record and covered by the press, include statements such as “We must exclude 
Asiatics,” and “I wish it were possible to ship them all away.”

At the Golden Gate National Recreation Area, home of Muir Woods, Michele Gee, chief of 
interpretation and education, is leading long-overdue changes to updating Kent’s legacy. Gee, 
whose grandparents came from Asia to California via Angel Island, wants the national parks 
to “expand the vision of ourselves, our community and our place in the world.” Golden Gate 
National Park Conservancy calls him “a man of ambition, conscience and wealth.” 

Their home was in present-day Kentfield just a few blocks west of today’s Woodlands Market 
and College of Marin. Several of the street names in the area date from the early Kent settlement 
such as Vineyard and Orchard, roads that took their names from the crops on the Kent estate. 
Kent died of pneumonia in Kentfield in 1928.

Leon Forrest Douglas (1869–1940)
In 1917, Mr. Douglass produced the short “A Modern Fable”, filmed partially on his Petaluma 

Avenue property. The first San Rafael public showing of his early color films was described this 
way in the June 23, 1917 Sausalito News: “Leon F. Douglass is to give the first public exhibition of 
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his epochal invention and discovery of color motion pictures….
the practical theory of which is destined to revolutionize the art 
of the motion picture world….Mr. Douglas is carrying out one of 
the promises he made: …that he will devote the use of this film to 
the cause of the Red Cross, whose work for the suffering soldiers 
he holds as akin to divinity.” As noted in the Marin County Tocsin 
of July 15, 1918: “Mr. Douglass…is one of the most public-spirited 
citizens in this county…”

In 1918 he made the movie “Cupid Angling” set at Marin’s Lake 
Lagunitas. It was America’s first feature length color motion 
picture. The movie starred Ruth Roland with cameo appearances 
by Mary Pickford and Douglas Fairbanks.

Mr. Douglas was an inspired but modest inventor, lived with 
his family in San Rafael for 15 years from 1906 until 1921. Locally 
he was known as a wealthy and generous neighbor. He contrib-
uted to many civic causes and served on the 1911 Marin County 
Grand Jury. While living in Marin, Douglass invented a process 

to make full color motion pictures. But during his life adding the color to movies was just one 
of his many innovations.

In 1889, the twenty year old Douglass received his first 
patent for a nickel-in-the-slot device that allowed several to 
listen by holding rubber tubes near their ears. In the early 
1890s he received a second patent for inventing a cost-effec-
tive machine to duplicate phonograph cylinders. 

At the 1892 Columbian Exposition in Chicago he sold 
several to Peter Bacigalupi with whom he later helped set up 
a phonograph business in San Francisco. The new enterprise 
on Market Street was called Edison’s Kinetoscope, Phono-
graph and Graphophone Arcade. 

Douglass worked on phonographs through the 1890s. 
During this time he patented a spring motor to replace the 
battery motor used in the early models. He showed the new 
motor to Thomas Edison, inventor of the battery-powered 
phonograph. Edison initially did not want to replace his 
original battery motor. Douglass asked Edison if he would supply phonographs without a motor 
and was told he would. In response Douglass started manufacturing spring motors which soon 
became standard in phonographs. Edison ultimately relented and replaced his battery motor 
with the spring motor in all his new phonographs. 

In 1900 Douglass joined with Eldridge R. Johnson to form a company 
manufacturing phonographs. One year later the company was incorpo-
rated as the Victor Talking Machine Company, later known as RCA Victor. 
The exact source of the company name is disputed but most likely it was 
either derived from his mother’s nickname ‘Vic’ or from his wife’s name 
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Victoria. The world famous “Victrola” was born when a 
Douglass patented fine wood cabinet was added to enclose 
the machine-like workings of the rudimentary phonograph. 
 The site of the Douglass home in San Rafael measured 
about five acres along Petaluma Avenue, today’s Lincoln 
Avenue. He described the home: “We…were very happy 
to own this, our first home. We spent a great deal of time 
in planning and planting a beautiful garden.” In 1912 he 
built a two story laboratory on the property and began 
experimenting with color film for motion pictures. In his 
circa 1940 autobiography he described his natural color 
film of a San Jose poppy field as, “my most important invention as it has now been in use in all 
the large moving picture companies for more than twenty years, under the name Technicolor.”

The Douglass family were recorded to have donated: $25,000 for the San Rafael Baths, a municipal 
swimming facility; $10,000 for a baseball ground; $14,000 loan to improve the San Rafael canal; 
and Sponsorship of several events for children such as a frequent fete day at the Lyric Theater 
and an annual pet show. At the state and federal level they bought $72,600 in highway bonds 
and $100,000 in World War I Liberty Bonds. By 1920 Douglass pondered moving to a location 
that would enable him to build a large plant to manufacture his color film innovations. In 1921 he 
settled on Menlo Park where he bought a palatial 52 room mansion on 50 acres he named “Victoria 
Manor”. The new home cost $600,000 (about $9 million in 2021 dollars). The Marin Journal in its 
April 15, 1920 edition described his intent to leave San Rafael: “This hint that he may decide to 
locate elsewhere will be heard with sincere regret by every resident of this community.” 

California Motion Picture Corporation, 1914-1918
The California Motion Picture Corporation (CMPC) was located 

in the Sun Valley neighborhood of San Rafael, between 1914 and 
1921. The studio produced 15 films, including Salomy Jane, which 
survives in its entirety in the Library of Congress. Principals in 
the company included director, George Middleton and his wife, 
Beatriz Michelena, the leading lady. 

Sally Stanford ~ From Top Brothel Owner to Mayor 
of Sausalito

In truth, the former madam, who moved to Sausalito in her late 40s in 1950, 
lost five times under her legal name at the time, Marsha Owen, before ultimately 
making it onto the City Council in 1972 as Sally Stanford, an alias she’s been 
using for a while before it became her legal name in 1971. After her first two 
losses, she’d pledged to run “again and again until I make it, if only to hear 
myself addressed as ‘Madam Councilman.’” 

Stanford actually was born Mabel Janice Busby in 1903 in Oregon. Buttressed 
by a third-grade schooling and a voracious self-educating reading habit, she 
eloped as a teen with a guy her book lists as LeRoy Snyder. Some claim she left 
him the night of their wedding when she realized what he wanted from her. 
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In a life filled with multiple marriages, multiple name changes (she repeatedly assumed the 
last name of her husbands) and multiple other twists, that became the first of six weddings.

After finally winning a decade later, she declared that “we sinners never give up.” Reminiscences 
about Stanford and the restaurant, which drew Lucille Ball, Marlon Brando and Bing Crosby as 
customers, are plentiful. Stanford’s infamy still didn’t go away, having stemmed from running 
houses of prostitution in San Francisco starting in the late ’20s on O’Farrell, Taylor, Geary, Leav-
enworth and Vallejo streets and, finally, during the 1940s, at a Pine Street mansion on Nob Hill. 
Frank Sinatra, Humphrey Bogart and Errol Flynn supposedly were customers.

San Francisco Chronicle columnist Herb Caen wrote that “the United Nations was founded at 
Sally Stanford’s whorehouse,” professing that so many delegates to its 1945 San Francisco founding 
conference were her customers and informally met in the living room. In 1978, a movie named Lady 
of the House hit American televisions, carrying with it a story that would be utterly preposterous if 
it weren’t, in fact, true: hard-bitten brothel madam works her way up to become popular mayor of 
a small town. This was the life story of the legendary Ms. Sally Stanford, who conquered hardship 
and a third-grade education, with a winning combination of sass and street smarts.

Born in 1903 (with the name Mabel Busby), in Baker County, Oregon, the second of five chil-
dren, Stanford’s wild spirit showed itself early. She eloped at the age of 16, and ran straight into 
a life of crime, immediately landing herself in prison for cashing checks that her husband had 
stolen. During her two-year sentence, she learned the art of bootlegging from fellow prisoners. 
After her release, she headed to Ventura to open a speakeasy. Once she’d saved enough money, 
a 21-year-old Stanford made the move to San Francisco, and immediately opened a brothel in 
the Tenderloin. Stanford›s dazzling confidence, wit, and steadfast ability to keep secrets quickly 
made her an infamous figure in the city. She was arrested repeatedly, but charges against her 
rarely stuck, and she was soon successful enough to open a second house of ill repute.

By the age of 37, Stanford, having thrown herself full-force at a life of madaming, was running 
a high-end Nob Hill bordello that was so legendary, it was said to be frequented by the most 
respected politicians and businessmen in the region, as well as visiting dignitaries and celebrities 
from around the country. Stanford listed the likes of Errol Flynn, Frank Sinatra and Humphrey 
Bogart (who eventually got 86’d) as regulars. “Madaming is the sort of thing that happens to you,” 
Stanford wrote in her 1966 autobiography. “Like getting a battlefield commission or becoming 
the dean of women at Stanford University.”

In 1949, increasingly harassed by local police and then-District Attorney, Pat Brown, Stanford 
moved to Sausalito and opened a restaurant, appropriately titled Valhalla. While the venue attracted 
celebrity customers including Marlon Brando, Bing Crosby, and Lucille Ball, and advertised itself 
as a venue strictly for wining and dining, local rumor and a red light at the back of the building 
suggested otherwise. Thanks to the Bohemian nature of the Bay Area enclave, neighbors adored 
and supported the Inn. A local man told KPIX News in 2018: “She did provide a useful service, 
and a good place to eat, and people appreciate that.”

Her good standing in the community, as well as the fact that the local council wouldn’t allow 
her to install an electric sign on her restaurant, eventually led to Stanford’s political ambitions. 
A momentous 1970 press photo captures just how far her reputation had come in two decades 
in Sausalito. The caption reads: “Sally Stanford, nails up sign boosting her candidacy... in this 
upper middle class... suburb. Lamenting ‘a general breakdown in morals,’ the retired madam 
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of San Francisco’s best known bordello is running for city council—with the support of local 
women’s clubs.”

It took Stanford five attempts to win a seat, but she was dogged in her determination to win, 
once noting, “We sinners never give up.” Once in office, she successfully held onto her position, 
and her ongoing popularity led to her being elected mayor in 1976. After her decision to retire 
in 1980, in a beautiful gesture, the council insisted on naming her “Vice Mayor For Life.”

In the end, Sally Stanford was married five times, adopting two 
children, John Owen and Hara “Sharon” Owen, along the way. She 
had at least four different aliases and lived according to her own 
moral and social codes. It speaks to her character and personality that 
they successfully endeared her to almost everyone she encountered. 
“Morality,” she once wrote, “is just a word that describes the current 
fashion of conduct.”

After her death in 1982 of a heart attack (she had, quite remarkably, 
survived 11 previous ones and a bout of colon cancer), flags around 
town, as well as on the Sausalito ferry, were flown at half-mast in her 
honor. Today, a life-size bust of Stanford is still present in Sausalito’s 
visitor center, and a water fountain at the town’s ferry landing instructs 
visitors to “HAVE A DRINK ON SALLY.”

Stanford is best remembered for her indomitable spirit and seemingly 
invincible ability to always come out on top. “If you are being run out 
of town,” she once said, “get in front of the crowd and make it look 
like a parade.”

Baron Von Schroeder
Baron Johann Heinrich von Schroeder (1852–1927) was a 

native of Germany and a veteran of the Franco-Prussian and 
first World Wars. He was the eldest son and heir to the estates 
and titles of the Von Schroeder family. In 1880, after 10 years 
he retired from the Prussian Army and began a tour around 
the world eventually arriving in San Francisco in 1881.

Von Schroeder’s dignified bearing and unpretentious 
manner won him many friends in San Francisco’s high society. 
On November 27, 1883 he married Mamie Donahue, the only 
daughter of Peter Donahue, builder of the Union Iron Works 
in the City and the San Francisco and North Pacific Railroad 
in Marin.

The wedding as described in San Francisco Call offers an illustration of his standing in society 
circles: “The best man [was] Consul-General Fligel of Germany….The brother of the bride, J. 
Mervyn Donahue, was usher….Among the guests were families of D. O. Mills [wealthy San 
Francisco banker and railway executive], John Roach[San Francisco dealer of survey instruments], 
Ogden Mills [son of Darius], J. C. Flood [famous Nevada silver mine “Bonanza King”], and 
Leland Stanford [former California Governor and president of the Central Pacific and Southern 
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Pacific Railroads].” The ceremony took place at the New York City residence of the first American 
Cardinal, Archbishop of New York, John McCloskey with Vicar-General Quinn conducting the 
ceremony.

With his wealth and prominent associates, many in attendance at his wedding, Baron Von 
Schroeder was a natural target to assist in financing a grand luxury resort hotel in San Rafael that 
was built in 1888. It was a magnificent building, by far the most significant structure in Marin 
County, resembling the elegance of San Diego’s Hotel del Coronado or Monterey’s Del Monte 
Hotel. It featured many activities and amenities including: several banquet halls, a stable, tennis, 
golf, bowling, billiard rooms, and a photo crafting darkroom. Internationally famous tennis 
players competed on the Rafael’s grandstand bordered courts where once the National Women’s 
Championship was held. Perhaps it was von Schroeder’s deteriorating reputation that led to the 
City’s rejection of the Baron’s offer. In the 1890s the Baron turned to cavorting with women and 
drinking heavily in a manner quite shocking for the period.

The San Francisco Call of October 25, 1899 headlined: “Scandal’s Blight on the Hotel Rafael. 
Baron von Schroeder Destroyed It as a Reputable Resort.” The Call’s reports of his behavior led 
the Baron to file a criminal libel suit against its publisher, John D. Spreckels. After the criminal 
suit failed von Schroeder resorted to a civil action charging libel and asking for $250,000 ($7.75 
million in 2020 dollars) damages. In 1914 he returned to his native land to serve as a Major in 
the Germany Army in World War I. He survived the war and following a lengthy illness died 
in Hamburg on May 8, 1927.

Henry Arthur Cobb 
Henry Arthur Cobb (1817–1892) Commander of the California Battal-

ions was admired in Sausalito. In 1850, he arrived in San Francisco, 
transferred from the Texas military to the California Militia, today’s 
National Guard, and by 1860 rose to the rank of Brigadier General. 
General Cobb became a prominent figure in several civic endeavors in 
Sausalito including: an 1869 founding board member and President of 
the Sausalito Land and Ferry Company; the 1870 donor of the land and 
a house for a new Sausalito public school; and, as President of the Land 
and Ferry Company, host of the 1873 formal opening of Sausalito’s first 
railroad, the North Pacific Coast.

Cobb was a native of England’s Channel Islands, born on the Island 
of Guernsey. In the 1846–1848 Mexican-American War, Cobb served under General Zachary 
Taylor and Colonel Albert Sidney in the 1st Texas Rifles. In 1870 Cobb was appointed Major 
General, Commander of the California National Guard, a promotion many felt he was denied 
due to the politics of the 1860s. The “old General” was engaged in the militia action to quell the 
San Francisco brutal end to the beating of Chinese called the riot of 1877. 

A mob, of said to be largely out of work white men due to the economic recession, even though 
the greatest buildout in history was going on right there and then…waged a three day war upon 
the Chinese slaves who were exported by “Stealin’ Lealin’ Stanford, who financed the Panama 
Pacific Steamship to Shanghai workers for the railroads and sawmills and mining of California 
in the mid-1800’s.
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On the third day the Vigalante Committee Police and CA National Guard were called in to 
further defeat the helpless and defenseless Chinese families. In the end the riot caused four deaths 
plus the destruction of Chinese property estimated to be valued over $100,000 (over $2.5 million 
in 2021 dollars). The December 20, 1889 Sausalito News published a poem celebrating the role of 
60-year-old General Cobb in trouncing the 1877 riot. Below are a few lines from “The Charge of 
Cobb’s Brigade” by Daniel O’Connell:

‘Forward! the old man cried, let the police deride —
Yonder bold mob shall be severed and sundered.’

Hoodlums to the right of him; Hoodlums to the left of him;
Hoodlums in front of him, Then cobblestones thundered.

On them they rushed pell mell, Cobb shrieking, ‘Give them hell.’
Backward the hoodlums fell, charged by Cobb’s hundred….

In 1875 Cobb built a summer home next to his son’s, Major Henry Arthur Cobb, Jr., residence 
on Cazneau Avenue in Sausalito. He served as President of the Board of Directors of the Sausalito 
Land and Ferry Company from its 1869 incorporation until his death on May 12, 1892. In February 
that year he visited Texas and Mexico where the 75-year-old Cobb was described by the San 
Antonio Light as “hale and hearty and jovial.” 

William Tell Coleman
William Coleman came to Marin in 1871 with money in 

his pockets from previous enterprises. He was well known 
for heading up the Vigilante Committee in San Francisco 
and earning $100,000 to patrol the city, keeping it safe. 
Together with other earnings, Coleman immediately began 
investing in city improvements. He bought Magnolia Valley, 
added the Forbes subdivision, and improved both with a 
nursery that grew exotic and local trees. He formed the 
Marin County Water Co., bought the water rights to Lagu-
nitas Creek and formed Lake Lagunitas. He underwrote the 

new county courthouse in San Rafael, sold property to the Dominican Sisters so they could build 
their new school, helped underwrite the cost of building Hotel Rafael and was the vice president of the 
Sonoma & Marin Railway.

In 1849, Coleman arrived in California and eventually settled in San Fran-
cisco, where he engaged in the shipping and commission business. Coleman 
was a leading figure in both the 1851 and 1856 Committees of Vigilance, which 
usurped civic power in order to drive out the native people and remove them 
and ostensibly to establish law and order. Under Coleman, these committees 
ignored habeas corpus, conducted secret trials, lynchings, and deportations, 
and raised a militia. The 1856 Committee of Vigilance disbanded, but after 
transferring power to the new People’s Party, which soon merged with the 
Republican Party and controlled San Francisco until 1867.
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After opening a branch in New York City, Coleman established a steamship line between that 
city and San Francisco in 1856. In 1857 he moved to New York and conducted his business from 
that city until 1864.

During the 1880s Coleman was owner of the Harmony Borax Works in Death Valley, operating 
famous twenty mule teams to carry the product from 1883 to 1889. The borax works in Death 
Valley were subsequently acquired by Francis Marion Smith to form the Pacific Coast Borax 
Company. The town named Lila C, California was at the Lila C mine, named by its owner William 
Tell Coleman, for his daughter, Lila C. Coleman. The mineral Colemanite was named in his honor. 
It has many industrial uses, like the manufacturing of heat resistant glass. Mr. Coleman, like Mr. 
Donahue, was a very, very busy man we are told/sold.

Mariano Guadalupe Vallejo US Senator, Catholic Missionary,  
Traitor to His People
(He sure doesn’t look Mexican Californio brown skin to me!)

Mariano Guadalupe Vallejo was born into a prominent Mexican family and 
became a converted Catholic at the Monterey mission and became the executioner 
of the invaders to seize the native’s lands. His reason for handing over the lands 
to the white man is stated because he believed that the white invaders would 
succeed in their mission to take over Alta California, as well as be given power 
to award huge tracts of lands to his mission comrades and relatives. During the 
Bear Flag Revolt of 1846, Freemason Fremont sat and had drinks with Vallejo 
before signing over his people’s lands. Fremont ‘arrested’ him and took him back 

to his camp at Fort Sutter and then released him. Three years later, California Senator Vallejo, 
then removed the names and places of the native tribes and replaced them with 27 California 
counties, captured Sonoma and raised the flag of an independent California. Vallejo then went 
on to write his five-volume “true history” version of California and was donated to the H. H. 
Bancroft, the famous Californian historian.

Vallejo gave his daughter-in-law, Mary Carrillo, Santa Rosa as well as taking 44,000 acres of 
Rancho Petaluma for his own. He penned over the native legends with his 27 counties enacted by 
the first Congress of California in 1850. He ceded all of Alta California to the white man invaders. 
He was a traitor to his native Californio’s and was a converted Catholic.

In 1833 the Mexican Congress decided to close all of the missions in Alta California. The Spanish 
missionaries were to be replaced by parish priests. The commander of the Company of the National 
Presidio at San Francisco (Compania de Presidio Nacional de San Francisco), native traitor Lieutenant 
Mariano Guadalupe Vallejo, was appointed administrator (comisionado) to oversee the closing 
of Mission San Francisco Solano. Governor José Figueroa’s naming of Lieutenant Vallejo as the 
administrator to secularize the Mission was part of a larger plan. A key to conquering the Native 
Mexi-Cali’s was the cooperatio between most indigenous elites with the new ruling structure. 
The Spanish recognized indigenous elites as nobles and gave them continuing standing in their 
communities. Indigenous elites could use the noble titles don and doña, were exempt from the 
head-tax, and could entail their landholdings into cacicazgos. 

These elites played an intermediary role between the Spanish rulers and indigenous commoners. 
Since in central and southern Mexico (Mesoamerica) and the highland Andes indigenous peoples 
had existing traditions of payment of tribute and required labor service, the Spanish could tap 
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into these existing to extract wealth. There were few Spaniards and huge indigenous popula-
tions, so utilizing indigenous intermediaries was a practical solution to the incorporation of the 
indigenous population into the new regime of rule. By maintaining hierarchical divisions within 
communities, indigenous noblemen were the direct interface between the indigenous and Spanish 
spheres and kept their positions so long as they continued to be loyal to the Spanish crown.

Once California was no longer an island in the early 1800’s, missions began to be built to the 
north. Between 1493 and 1820, Spain sent some 15,585 missionaries to the Americas. Typically, the 
government of Spain paid their full expenses. In the first fifteen years after the Spanish conquest 
and genocide of Mexico, Jesuit/Franciscans baptized about 5,000,000 native brown people; priests in 
Mexico sometimes they baptized thousands in a day, so we are told/sold.

The gross injustices on the Ancient Ones would continue for the rest of the century and continue 
to the present day calling the native people, “illegal immigrants”. What irony!

William Throckmorton c. 1865
Unwilling to leave his fragile “empire” for the goldfields, Richardson also 

forbade his son Steven to venture to the dangerous mining camps. Richardson 
also had an unfortunate but not uncommon habit of borrowing short-term 
money at high interest rates to cover debts. Unable to pay off one debt, he 
borrowed more, usually from friends, each time using his vast property as 
collateral. It is unknown how many times he did this, but for years after his 
death unrecorded promissory notes surfaced, each bearing Richardson’s 
signature, each naming Rancho del Sausalito as collateral.

Still heavily mortgaged in the mid-1850s, Richardson was forced to liquidate 
his assets in a last attempt to salvage his ranch. His attorney, after successfully clearing Richard-
son’s land claim, directed him to Samuel Reading Throckmorton, an attorney well known for 
his clever financial manipulations. 

Richardson and Throckmorton struck a deal wherein Throckmorton was given title as trustee 
to the entire remaining Rancho del Sausalito. He would have three years in which to raise money 
by selling off parts of the ranch to cover all debts. At that time, he would deed back to Richardson 
one-fifth of all remaining unencumbered property and assets, keeping four-fifths for himself as 
payment for his efforts. Throckmorton immediately restructured the ranch from a stock range 
to dairying, a more profitable business at the time. In 1856 the final blow came for William Rich-
ardson. Three of his uninsured coastal vessels, the backbone of his financial base, were lost at sea. 
Bankrupt, discouraged, and threatened with lawsuits, William Antonio Richardson died April 
20,1856, allegedly of mercury poisoning from tablets prescribed by his doctor for rheumatism. 
Accidental or intentional, his death at age sixty-one remains one final mystery in his enigmatic life.

Although the three years allotted to Throckmorton to untangle Richardson’s financial snarl 
had already elapsed, Throckmorton waited until after Richardson’s death to report on his prog-
ress. He met with twenty-four-year-old Steven Richardson and Manuel Torres, Richardson’s 
son-in-law, and told them a sad tale. Rancho del Sausalito was deeper in debt than ever, and the 
one-fifth promised them was in reality one-fifth of nothing but enormous debts. 

Under terms of the agreement, the entire property, debts and all, should have reverted to 
Richardson’s heirs. But the resourceful Throckmorton had a proposal. According to Steven Rich-
ardson, Throckmorton offered him and Torres $5,000 each for the family’s one-fifth share, which 
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of course was “worthless” anyway. Like lambs to the slaughter, they signed over their interests 
to Throckmorton without even asking for an accounting of debts. It turned out the total indebt-
edness was far less than they had been led to believe. As Steven Richardson said in retrospect, 
“He [Throckmorton] was dealing with a pair of suckers. Thus, we parted with a principality for 
a beggarly pittance.”

With control of Rancho del Sausalito, Throckmorton, also now in debt, set out to turn a profit. 
Eventually, he was able to offer a complete package to potential investors: a choice valley with 
long, flat shoreline, and excellent springs and creeks. On April 22, 1868, they sold 1,164 acres of 
the Sausalito rancho to a consortium of nineteen San Francisco businessmen for $440,000.

The partners in the new Sausalito venture formally incorporated on September 27, 1869, as the 
Sausalito Land & Ferry Company, thus launching the second attempt to create a city in Sausalito. 
Some of the partners were interested in the quick profit potential, while others were dedicated 
to the idea of founding a town.
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Chapter 10

100 Years of Railroads and Ferries out of Marin

From 1860-1890, the total railroad tracks laid west of the Mississippi incredibly increased 
from 2,175 miles of track to 72,389 in just 30 years time. This during a Civil War, several 
financial market collapses and lands occupied by natives that had to be removed as well 

as the incredible amount of productivity needed and this all BEFORE the industrial revolution 
was said to begin!

North America’s first transcontinental railroad (known originally as the “Pacific Railroad” and 
later as the “Overland Route”) was a 1,911-mile continuous railroad line constructed between 
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1863 and 1869 that connected the existing eastern U.S. rail network at Council Bluffs, Iowa with 
the Pacific coast at the Oakland Long Wharf on San Francisco Bay eventually. The rail line was 
built by three private companies over public lands provided by extensive US land grants and 
legal maneuvers like Corporate Personhood laws. Construction was financed by both state and 
US government subsidy bonds as well as by company issued mortgage bonds. The Western 
Pacific Railroad Company built 132 miles of track from the road’s western terminus at Alameda/
Oakland to Sacramento, California.

The railroad opened for through traffic between Sacramento and Omaha on May 10, 1869, when 
CPRR President Leland Stanford ceremonially tapped the gold “Last Spike” (later often referred 
to as the “Golden Spike”) with a silver hammer at Promontory Summit. When historians cite 
the Robber Barons of late-19th-century America, they typically mention Cornelius Vanderbilt, 
Andrew Carnegie and John D. Rockefeller. The name Leland Stanford rarely shows up on such 
lists, perhaps because he lived and identified with the state of California, so far away from Wall 
Street. However, he was born in a village near Albany, New York, and practiced law for years 
in Wisconsin.

Yet during his lifetime, Stanford was widely recognized as one 
of the wealthiest and most reviled of the lot. The satirist “Ambrose 
Bierce began calling him ‘Stealin Landford.’” Together with his three 
partners, Collis Huntington, Mark Hopkins, and

Charles Crocker. They founded and plundered the Central Pacific 
and Southern Pacific Railroads, treating the near-monopoly they held 
on transcontinental transportation as his private property.

They created one of the first and most bitterly hated monopolies. 
The “Big Four,” or as they preferred to be called, “The Associates”, 
were said to make fortunes as merchants selling supplies to Gold Rush 

miners, but their really big score was funding the construction of the transcontinental railroad. 
As directors of the Central Pacific Railroad, they became hugely wealthy and the most powerful 
men in California. They extended their influence by bribing congressmen and politicians.

Buffalo Slaughterfests
The first transcontinental railroads also 

had buffalo bounty hunting to kill off the 
food and supplies of the brown people. In 
the mid-19th century, it was estimated that 
30 million to 60 million buffalo roamed the 
plains. In massive and majestic herds, they 
rumbled by the hundreds of thousands, 
creating the sound that earned them the 
nickname “Thunder of the Plains.” The 
bison’s lifespan of 25 years, rapid repro-
duction and resiliency in their environment 
enabled the species to flourish, as Native 
Americans were careful not to overhunt. 
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They respected the Flora and Fauna and knew all life was sacred. The only took a life when 
necessary.

Freemasons like William “Buffalo Bill” Cody were hired by the Kansas Pacific Railroad to lead 
the hunts to kill as many bison as possible to take the food supplies away from the natives and 
feed thousands of rail laborers for years.

“Brother “Buffalo Bill” Cody became a Scottish Rite Mason on April 4, 1894, in the Valley of 
New York City (Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite, Northern Masonic Jurisdiction). Bro. Cody was 
dedicated to his fraternal duties and adhered to the principles of friendship, morality, and brotherly 
love”. ~ Freemason Quarterly

The US government also sponsored sport killing from 
trains, once the transcontinental railroad was built and 
finished in 1869. Trains shipped bison caucuses back east 
for machine belts, tongues as a delicacy, and bones as 
fertilizer. In mid-century, trappers who had depleted 
the beaver populations of the Midwest began trading in 
buffalo robes and tongues; an estimated 200,000 buffalo 
were killed annually. The natives had to be ‘cleared’ off 

their lands as the USA Inc. government had promised the railroad companies miles of land of 
the natives for every mile of track laid. 

The completion of the Transcontinental Railroad in 1869 
accelerated the decimation of the species. Massive hunting 
parties began to arrive in the West by train, with thousands 
of men packing .50 caliber rifles, and leaving a trail of buffalo 
carnage in their wake. Unlike the Native Americans who 
only killed for food, clothing and shelter, the hunters from 
the East killed mostly for sport. 

Native Americans looked on with horror as landscapes 
and prairies were littered with rotting buffalo carcasses. The railroads began to advertise excur-
sions for “hunting by rail,” where trains encountered massive herds alongside or crossing the 
tracks. Hundreds of men aboard the trains climbed to the roofs and took aim, or fired from their 
windows, leaving countless 1,500-pound animals where they died. 

US General Philip Sheridan, once said that the “The only good Indians I ever saw were dead” 
endorsed the hunting of the bison. Of buffalo hunters he said: “These men have done more in 
the last two years, and will do more in the next year, to settle the vexed Indian question, than 
the entire regular army has done in the last forty years.” Harper’s Weekly described these hunting 
excursions:

Nearly every railroad train which leaves or arrives at Fort Hays on the Kansas Pacific Railroad 
has its race with these herds of buffalo; and a most interesting and exciting scene is the result. The 
train is “slowed” to a rate of speed about equal to that of the herd; the passengers get out fire-arms 
which are provided for the defense of the train against the Indians, and open from the windows and 
platforms of the cars a fire that resembles a brisk skirmish. 
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Frequently a young bull will turn at bay for a moment. His exhibition of courage is generally his 
death-warrant, for the whole fire of the train is turned upon him, either killing him or some member 
of the herd in his immediate vicinity.

The devastation of the buffalo population signaled the end of ways of the native brown skins. 
By the end of the 19th century, only 300 buffalo were left in the wild. Congress finally took 
action, outlawing the killing of any birds or animals in Yellowstone National Park, where the 
only surviving buffalo herd could be protected.

Population reduction specialist, Ted Turner, founder of CNN and home of the Georgia Guide-
stones is no the largest private owner of buffalo today.

Corporate Personhood Legally Allowed Taking of Native Lands
The North Pacific Coast Railroad, incorporated in 1871 with 

the aid of a public bond issue in Marin County, had a grand 
plan to run a line through Marin connecting the emerging 
towns, and continuing up the coast to the vast redwood stands 
along the Russian River in Sonoma and the Gualala River in 
Mendocino County. The Sausalito Land & Ferry Company 
directors, sensing that this could be the breakthrough for their 
town, gave the financially feeble railroad company thirty acres 
along Sausalito’s waterfront as an inducement make Sausalito 
the southern terminus of the new line. Because the bond 

issue called for a southern terminus at Point San Quentin rather than at Sausalito, a legal battle 
ensued. After considerable legal fireworks, Sausalito won out, and in 1873 construction began. 
One work gang commenced at Tomales, moving south. 
Another gang worked at Fairfax, and a third started at 
Strawberry Point where a trestle was constructed across 
Richardson’s Bay to Sausalito. The trestle connected 
with Alameda Point (later Pine Station), approximately 
where Nevada Street meets Bridgeway today. Again, 
rails, locomotives, cars all had to be ordered, built, 
shipped and sent 6-8 months around Cape Horn to 
get the material, plus trestles building on a curve and 
setting logged posts, etc. to build out this railroad and 
the many, many others being built out at the exact same 
time all over California. 

Steam-Powered Rail System Starting in early 1869,
Note: San Rafael Hill on right and how “dapper” were they back 

then. Also, parts like lamps, smoke stacks, rail guards, passenger cars, 
locomotives, rail lines and spikes had to be measured, ordered and 
shipped as the trains were serviced in Tiburon. Marin’s first railway 
ran about three miles between Point San Quentin and San Rafael. 
But by the mid-1880s, the primary terminals for steam-powered 
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trains were Tiburon and Sausalito, because these were port cities where ferries could then take 
freight and passengers on to San Francisco. 

All rail lines originating in Marin then headed north, either to Caza-
dero in coastal Sonoma County or to Eureka, pretty much following 
the course of the present-day Highway 101. The first, the San Rafael & 
San Quentin Railroad, was built in 1869 as an even quicker way to the 
point than the toll road. This shows how important Point San Quentin 
and its ferry was harvest the vast precious metals and lumber for 
commercial exploitation. It was quicker to travel to the point than to 
send a shallow draft schooner or steamer up the sloughs to the town. 
The SR&SQ left downtown from Second Street and made a beeline for 
the point. By the time the map was made, it had been brought into 
the North Pacific Coast Railroad as a branch line. Out on the point 
we can see how the tracks left land on a long trestle to reach the wharf at Agnes Island. Today, 
motorists on Andersen Drive are following the exact route of the old SR&SQ Railroad, at least 
to the sanitation plant.
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Starting in early 1869, Marin’s first railway ran about three miles between Point San Quentin 
and San Rafael. But by the mid-1880s, the primary terminals for steam-powered trains were 
first Sausalito, and then Tiburon because these were the very best port cities for ships to harbor 
away from wind and weather. The ships would off load where ferries could then take freight 
and passengers on to San Francisco. All rail lines originating in Marin then headed north, either 
to Cazadero in coastal Sonoma County or to Eureka, pretty much following the course of the 
present-day Highway 101. There were more than 20 stations between Sausalito and Manor Park 
in Fairfax with stations at Escalle just to the south of Kentfield and Ross to the north so resource 
extraction could occur without having to transport by oxen and horse n’ buggy to travel too 
much distance. There were also stops through the San Geronimo Valley to Point Reyes and 
points north. 

Map notes: See how the two train lines converge in San Anselmo and go over the steep grade of 
White’s Pass to the coast at Pt. Reyes and then North to the Russian River and the site of today’s 
Bohemian Grove! Also, towns wiped off the map like Griffins, Tocolama, Hamilton, Howards, 
Freestone, etc. There were no trucks to haul waste. 
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The rail line was set to extract resources, not for “pleasure seeking San Fransiscans looking 
to get out of foggy SF”, like we’ve been sold/told ad naseum. Rail and locomotives had to be 
ordered with precise measurements from the East Coast and from England to build out these two 
railroads. Also narrow gauge RR were used for the winding roads that later had to be converted 
for the new trains to regular gauge track width. 

A much smaller ceremony on April 10, 1873 marked the start of the breaking of ground for 
the Sausalito RR. “Amid much enthusiastic cheering,” Jack Tracy writes in Moments in Time, “a 
groundbreaking ceremony took place in Sausalito, marking the start of the construction of the 
long-promised railroad that would link Sausalito to the lumber empire to the north. “ Born out of 
a collaboration between the Sausalito Land and Ferry Company and the Northern Pacific Coast 
Railroad, the narrow gauge railroad offered a safer alternative than the standard gauge because 
it was narrower and could make sharper turns because the tracks were narrower. 

So now we have new sets and standards and new types of locomotives and rails being manufac-
tured. The narrower railway was also more nimble, able to handle tighter curves and mountainous 
terrain. Its tracks were lighter, with smaller cars and locomotives, as well as smaller bridges and 
tunnels making it more adaptable to the varied landscape. 

From San Francisco, passengers embarked from at the Davis Street Wharf. From there they 
crossed the foggy bay to Sausalito, where they were greeted by the railroad’s two steam engines, 
Sausalito and Olema and their “lemon-colored coaches”. Leaving Sausalito, the train would speed 
“gaily along the shore at the foot of the wooded hills, across the long trestle to Strawberry Point, 
over Collins summit, and through Corte Madera to The Junction.” Look at how long the cars are 
extracting precious minerals and lumber out of the NorCal Redwoods. Here the San Francisco 
& North Pacific engine 18, built by Rogers in 1889. SF&NP was a predecessor of NWP; this loco 
was later NWP 101. ca. 1900.

There, the tracks forked, with one rail leading southeast to San Rafael’s B Street Depot, and 
the main line continuing northwest over to the redwood forests. the railroad built a new ferry 
landing and railroad wharf and purchased two elegant passenger ferries: The San Rafael and the 
Saucelito. Wealthy San Franciscans moved north, building homes in Sausalito and commuting by 
ferry to jobs in the city. Sausalito became a bustling gateway for both passengers and commer-
cial cargo. The cost of these improvements proved the railroad’s downfall. Massive debts and 
a sluggish economy forced the sale of the Northern Pacific Coast Railroad in 1880. A newly 
formed venture, the North Pacific Coast Extension Company laid new tracks, building track 
straight across the salt marshes from Sausalito to Alameda and Waldo Points, and expanding 
north to Cazadero.

At last on April 12, 1873, an event occurred that seemed to secure Sausalito’s future. Amid 
much enthusiastic cheering, a groundbreaking ceremony took place in Sausalito, marking the 
start of construction of the long-promised railroad that would link Sausalito to the lumber empire 
to the north.
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Marin Railroads were built for Resource Extraction
(logging redwoods train on Mt. Tamalpais)

Generally, the Northwestern Pacific Railroad 
lineage in Marin stems from two distinct lines: 
The North Pacific Coast Railroad which became 
the North Shore Railroad, and the San Francisco 
and North Pacific Railroad. They were merged 
in a deal by Southern Pacific and Santa Fe in 
1907. Engine Number One, the Saucelito, was 
a Baldwin eight-wheeler. She is shown here in 
service with the White Lumber Company c. 1880.

Keep in mind that the first, one-way only, 
transcontinental railway was completed in 1869, 
so the only way to get product and parts was by 

shipping around Cape Horn, South America, taking 6- 8 months for delivery. In addition, there 
were no cross-country communications available to place orders, notify engineers, ship trains and 
tracks, etc. until around the same time. Then it took another 6- 8 months to receive the orders, 
engineers, sawmills, etc. Keep this in mind as you read the dates, the conditions for rail, tunnel, 
trestle construction, engine maintenance, ecetera.

The primary buildout of the railway system in Marin County was solely for the purpose of 
resource extraction, not passenger travel and not to build out the North Bay Area. Not only gold, 
but platinum, zinc, copper and red mercury were extracted but the giant redwoods, sequoia’s, 
oaks and pines were mass harvested to be railed down to Tiburon or Sausalito ports to ship out 
overseas and to East Coast. Nowhere else in the world was such natural ‘riches’ to be found so 
harvest extraction of the north of San Francisco up to Oregon became imperative for the Euro-
White Americano entrepreneur. 

North Pacific Coast Locomotive Number One “Sau celito” was shipped by sea to Tomales in 
1874 as work progressed on the rails. Ambition being tempered by the lack of cold cash it was 
decided that Tomales would be the northern terminus for the time being. On January 7, 1875, 
another ceremony marked the passing of the first train over the completed line.

North Pacific Coast Locomotive Number One “Saucelito” was shipped by sea to Tomales in 
1874 as work progressed on the rails. (This means the locomotive parts, and its spikes and rails 
that would be needed as well, were put together in Bolinas and the train worked its way over 
the rugged, unimproved Marin headlands to Sausalito)?!?

On January 1875, another ceremony marked the passing of the first train over the completed 
line. James Wilkins, a former mayor of San Rafael and founder of the Sausalito News, recalled 
in 1927: “The railroad, as completed in 1875, was a ramshackle narrow gauge affair, built along 
lines of least resistance, with a lofty disdain of the laws of gravity and a preference for curvature 
instead of tangents.” The Sausalito Land & Ferry Company retired the nineteen-year-old ferryboat 
Princess and happily turned over all ferry operations to the railroad. A new ferry landing and 
railroad wharf was built slightly north of the old one at Princess Street. There it would remain 
for the next sixty-six years. 
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Trains began hauling logs and lumber from the 
redwood forests to feed San Francisco’s endless 
building boom. And passengers came too, commuters 
from fledgling towns along the line and vacationers 
from San Francisco. Sausalito’s small business 
community was delighted and encouraged by the 
influx of new people as shops and stores opened for 
business along Caledonia Street near William Rich-
ardson’s old casa. In the summer of 1875, the North 
Pacific Coast Railroad absorbed the San Rafael and 
San Quentin Railroad and converted it to narrow 
gauge from broad gauge to unify the two lines. The 
main passenger terminal was shifted from Sausalito 
to Point San Quentin, where it would remain until 

1884. Even though the wharf remained in Sausalito, and several trains a day brought passengers 
and dairy products from nearby towns, the main traffic was routed through San Quentin. The 
track from San Rafael to San Quentin avoided the several steep grades and curves on the line to 
Sausalito. 

The NWP 3 ft narrow-gauge line was built as the North Pacific Coast Railroad in 1873 from a 
San Francisco ferry connection at Sausalito to the Russian River at Monte Rio. Why would they 
make one of their very, very first priorities for building the railroad to go north deep into the 
Redwood forests along the rivers except for resource extraction? The north terminal was/is also 
the site where Bohemian Grove was established in Monte Rio is right near where the train from 
Sausalito terminated in Cazedero. Then, rails were extended downriver to Duncans Mills in 1876, 
and up Austin Creek to Cazadero in 1886. This narrow-gauge line became the Shore Division of 
the NWP formed by Santa Fe and Southern Pacific in 1907. Freight traffic was heavy as the lower 
Russian River valley was a major source of redwood lumber.

Tam Junction 
For 55 years, from 1875 to 1930, were 

Marin’s great era of rail. Steam-pow-
ered engines departed from Tiburon and 
Sausalito for Eureka, 284 miles away. 
And by 1896, sturdy steam engines were 
pushing open-air cars, filled with tour-
ists from all over the world, through 281 
curves and over eight miles before reaching 
the summit of Mount Tam, then coasting 
down into Muir Woods built, we are told, 
in just 6 months. In 1903, many rail lines 
were electrified, and Marin pioneered the 
concept of an interurban commuter electric 
rail system connecting Marin’s cities and 
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towns. The Golden Gate Bridge was not constructed until 1934, so the only access from the East 
and South was by water. Sausalito and Tiburon provided the perfect safe harbor for the mass 
railway operations that even included sealed prison rail cars for “shipping” (why not ‘railing’?) 
criminals to Alcatraz. 

Think of how many people had to be involved, how many tunnels had to be blasted through 
in just a few years-time, how many trestles had to be built, how many technicians, graders, engi-
neers, etc. were required, how much lumber had to be cut down and hauled and loaded onto the 
trains with just horse n’ buggy, we are told/sold.

As you can see from the timeline, going from 
Sausalito to San Rafael requires of long distances 
of navigation over Richardson Bay.

1870: San Rafael & San Quentin Railroad builds 
first rail line in Marin. 

1871: North Pacific Coast Railroad founded and 
incorporated. 

1873: NPC construction begins.
1874: NPC rails reach San Rafael from “Saucelito.” 
1875: NPC begins regular service to Tomales. 
1876: NPC reaches Russian River at Monte Rio. 
1877: NPC begins passenger service to Duncan 

Mills/Russian River
1884: NPC sends first train through Corte Madera 

tunnel. 
1884: Strawberry Point/Alto Hill route abandoned.
1886: NPC begins regular passenger service to 

Cazadero. 
1890: NPC begins regular service into Mill Valley.
1902: NPC sold and renamed North Shore 

Railroad.
1902 to 1903: North Shore converts southern 

Marin suburban lines to standard gauge with novel 
electric “third rail” design (no overhead wires) for 

commuter service from Sausalito to Fairfax and San Rafael via San Anselmo.
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The port of Tiburon became a major freight haul transfer port for the entire excavation of 
precious resources. I count six rail lines that went down to two rail lines out of Tiburon. The other 
tracks are to store the resources until the ships can take them out to sea. 
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At the same time as the great railroad buildout 
in Marin, In 1870, the San Francisco and North 
Pacific Railroad was also built between Santa 
Rosa and Petaluma, but it did not connect with 
any other railroads or any deep-water ports. 
There were regular steamers running between 
the City and Sausalito (still spelled Saucelito 
then), Tiburon, Petaluma, Vallejo, and up Sonoma 
Creek to near Schellville. But the steamer land-
ings were in many cases long drives on poor 
roads from the farms, especially from northern 
Marin and Sonoma counties. The sole operating 
railroad was the San Rafael and San Quentin 
Railroad (SR&SQR), but it ran only 2.1 miles 
from the ferry terminal to Scheutzen Park near 
the current site of Marin Sanitary and did not 
connect with any other towns. 

Simms Island was the home of San Rafael 
pioneer John Simms, who operated a farm and 
orchard there. Simms was elected as the first 
superintendent of county schools in 1857. Cole-
man’s land purchase in 1871 included the 20-acre 
island and he offered it for grazing, along with 
600 acres of marshland. (Some of us may remember the San Rafael Drive in Movie Theater next 
to 101 which was Simms Island before landfill.)
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At one-point local men proposed 
moving the downtown public ceme-
tery to Simms Island. That didn’t 
happen, and it later became the site 
of Scheutzen Park, a resort that was 
popular with Bay Area residents and 
later called California Park. (Hence, 
the name California Park Tunnel to 
the south.) In the 1950s Simms Island 
was blasted away to create level land 

for development, including the post office and the beloved San Rafael drive-in Motor Movies, 
long a nostalgic landmark and site of many first kisses; today it is the Marin Square shopping 
center. The only clue of the island’s past is short, dead end Simms Street, an old roadway that 
curves along the southeastern edge of the former island.

The second rail line came in 1884, only five years before the map was made. Peter Donahue’s 
San Francisco & North Pacific Railroad ran trains from its ferry terminal at Tiburon to San Rafael, 
Petaluma and northward. Construction required crossing the tracks of the SR&SQRR at a sharp 
diagonal. The SF&NP turned south at Simms Island and entered a tunnel, today known as the 
Cal Park Tunnel. 

Starting in the 1850s, new arrivals in the new county built around the collapsing mission 
compound, but soon spread out in all directions. While San Rafael got its start in the shadow 
of San Rafael Hill where the mission and courthouse had stood, the owners of the surrounding 
land-Forbes, Coleman, Short among others-went to work dividing up their ranches into neigh-
borhoods. East of the town core lay vast marshes with little potential for development, but the 
land south of it, being the north side of the San Quentin Peninsula, held promise. The area was 
soon crossed by four transportation routes, including two roads and two railroads, but their focus 
was on the ferry landing at distant San Quentin, or in one case, the rails to the San Francisco & 
North Pacific Railroad’s terminus at Tiburon: just passing through.

The Northwestern Pacific Railroad was at one point an amalgamation of about 60 companies, 
according to the Northwestern Pacific Railroad Historical Society, including the North Pacific 
Coast Railroad built in the 1870s from Sausalito to the Russian River.

The railroad was sometimes referred to by its acronym NWP, of which the nickname “Nowhere 
Particular” came from, according to the Northwestern Pacific Railroad Historical Society.

In 1886, West Marin became linked to the 
tiny town of Cazadero north of the Russian 
River by the North Pacific Coast Railway’s 
narrow-gauge line to get further into the 
ancient Redwood groves for harvest and 
profits. The first North Pacific Coast train 
from Sausalito had arrived in Tomales, we are 
told/sold in 1875 by way of the San Geronimo 
Valley and a depot in a cow pasture that would 
become Point Reyes Station. Hundreds of 
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trains were allegedly shipped to the SF Bay Area, yet there are zero pictures of the hundreds of 
trains loaded onto ships to be found. 

By the following year, another long stretch of tracks — from Tomales through Occidental (then 
called Howard’s) to Monte Rio — had been completed. “The first regular passenger train from 
San Francisco arrived at Ingram’s on April 1, 1886.” The trip had begun with travelers crossing 
the Golden Gate on a North Pacific Coast ferry. The ferry docked in Sausalito, and the engine 
house for the railway was in Point Reyes Station, yet no mention is made of the mass harvesting 
and the raping of the ancient forests of Northern California. 

Marin Has the First Electric 3rd Rail System in the USA
Marin’s prototype for the first electrification of Grand Central and 

Penn station Railroads. The history of the first electric trains in the USA 
begins in Marin in 1871 with the North Pacific Coast Railroad (NPC), 
which was built to bring timber from the large reserves in Marin to San 
Francisco. The narrow-gauge railroad, built as narrow gauge to save on 
cost, ran from Sausalito to San Anselmo and then east to San Rafael. The 
railroad opened in 1874 and by the end of that year, the line had been 
extended from San Anselmo through Fairfax all the way to Tomales Bay. 

The line to Tomales Bay required near impossible engineering using
horse and buggy to blast, secure, grade, level and lay track through 

White’s Hill tunnel outside current Fairfax. In 1886, the NPC line essen-
tially was completed when it reached present day Cazadero. 

This map is of the NWP rail line that went 
through Fairfax and up over a several mile 
long, very steep White’s Hill pass, to get to San 
Geronimo through Taylorville out to Bolinas 
and the coast. As you can see the tunnel alone 
was constructed on a curve over ½ mile long 
and eventually ended up building a sepa-
rate tunnel called the Bothin tunnel. The line 
to Tomales Bay required impressive engi-
neering to get through White’s Hill. In 1886, 
the line essentially was completed when it 
reached present day Cazadero in incredible 
engineering feats through incredibly difficult 

conditions with only they equipment they could carry by horse n’ buggy. This is what it was 
like just to get through Mendocino in the late 1800’s in such harsh conditions for low pay wages 
for the white Euro-Americano’s who left everything to come West in the greatest migration in 
history, we are told/sold. 

In 1889, the San Francisco, Tamalpias and Bolinas Railroad built a line from a junction on the 
NPC and Mill Valley. The NPC leased their tracks for commuter and freight service even before 
the line opened. In 1875, the line opened between the Sausalito ferry terminal and Tomales by 
way of Point Reyes Station. Soon it was extended to Cazadero’s logging camps. In order for trains 
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to travel between the San Geronimo Valley and 
Manor, the narrow gauge required two tunnels to 
get through Whites Hill: “a small one at the bottom 
behind White Hill School and the longer one at 
the top, which passed directly under the current 
[Sir Francis Drake Boulevard] pass,” historian 
Dewey Livingston of Inverness told me.

These were replaced in 1904 by the Bothin Tunnel on 
the south side of Woodacre. The Bothin Tunnel was sized 
to accommodate standard-gauge railroad cars, which in 
1920 took over the stretch from Point Reyes Station east to 
Manor. After the standard gauge shut down in 1933, the 
Bothin Tunnel remained open — primarily for fire engines 
from the county fire department in Woodacre en route to 
fires in East Marin. After many years, however, the Bothin 
Tunnel was closed by a fire and cave-in, Livingston added. 

Generally, the Northwestern Pacific Railroad lineage in Marin stems from two distinct lines: the 
North Pacific Coast Railroad which became the North Shore Railroad, and the San Francisco and 
North Pacific Railroad. They were merged in a deal by Southern Pacific and Santa Fe in 1907

In 1897, Frank Julian Sprague invented “multiple 
unit control” for the South Side Elevated Railway 
in Chicago, a technology that quickly spread 
throughout the country. Multiple unit control 
did exactly what the NSR needed to do. With 
Sprague-General Electric control, trains of any 
length could be operated at high speeds and could 
be controlled at both ends.

However, with high speeds and high frequen-
cies, the railroad soon realized the importance and 
problems with their current signals. Electric trains 
powered by direct current used the rails to return 
power to the substation or powerhouse. Thus, it 
would not be possible to use the traditional battery 
circuits for signals because the electric trains would 
interfere. In response to this problem, the NSR installed alternating current circuits for its signals. 
For the first time in history, it was possible to operate trains safely at high speeds. The technology 
that the NSR created allowed also for the creation of subways. In 1904, New York opened its first 
subway with the NSR’s signal technology.

Rather than using traditional trolley pole, the North Shore Railroad opted to use an electric 
third rail. Instead of having overhead wire interfering with freight trains and unreliable trolley 
poles jumping the wire, the railroad laid an energized third rail alongside the track. A third rail 
“shoe” stuck out from the bottom of the train to rest on the third rail to power the train. This 
technology is still used today by the Southern Railway in England. NWP at San Rafael’s 4th  
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St Station, 1910 Three rails to the left are for narrow-gauge steam and standard-gauge steam and 
the electric fourth rail is electrified at 600 volts.

With all of this new technology available, the North Shore Railroad upgraded its narrow-gauge 
tracks by essentially building an entirely new railroad between Sausalito and San Anselmo. The 
railroad was double tracked, and each track consisted of four rails: two standard gauge rails, an 
inner rail for narrow gauge trains and the electric third rail. With minimal fanfare and the utmost 
of confidence, the Northwestern Pacific Railroad’s interurban electric cars began operating on 
August 16, 1903. So what went wrong? The railroad’s formula lacked one key ingredient: people, 
we are told to hide the mass resource extraction being conducted up and down the riches of 
Northern California.

At the onset, Marin had but 16,000 residents, and by the mid-1930s the county’s population 
was only 41,000. In addition, by then most Marin households owned at least one automobile. 
“At best, no more than 20,000 fares,perhaps representing 10,000 people, were collected in a single 
day,” writes historian Harre W. Demoro in Electric Railway Pioneer (Interurban Press, 1983). 

Electrification meant high speeds close together trains. The trains to Mill Valley had steam 
locomotives that burned wood until 1900 when they switched to oil. In 1903, the North Shore 
RR electrified the line from Sausalito to Mill Valley. The view from Homestead Valley looking 
east became dominated by the Alto Powerhouse which provided the electricity. It was located on 
the side of a hill on the far side of Richardson Bay. A railroad siding from the main line had been 
installed to allow delivery of construction materials as well as fuel oil for its boilers. The large 
brick building, 61 ft. by 171 ft., was divided into an engine room, a battery room and a boiler 
room. Adjacent to the engine room was a tower for the high voltage transmission line. Trans-
formers stepped down three-phase 50,000 volt alternating current to 4500 volts. This powered 
motor-generator sets producing 600 volt direct current which was fed to the third rail along the 
railroad tracks. Steam generators in the boiler room could provide 600 volt direct current in case 
of a failure in the high voltage transmission line.

The electricity was generated at the Colgate 
hydroelectric powerhouse on the north fork 
of the Yuba River and was the longest single 
transmission line ever built in World at the 
time. The 150-mile high voltage transmission 
line passed through Woodland, Napa, Peta-
luma and San Rafael. The electrified railroad 
was the first in California to involve a third 
rail and started an electrification boom.

In 1891 a 28-mile line was constructed 
near Pomona. In 1901 electric lines reached 
Oakland from the South Yuba River in the 
Sierra Nevada by way of a 4,427 ft. span of 
cables over the Carquinez Strait. In 1902 lines reached San Francisco from three 450 kilowatt 
generators on the Mokelumne River, an installation financed by San Francisco banker W. H. 
Crocker and his brother-in-law Andrè Poniatowaski, a Polish prince. By 1914, the state contained 
more long distance high-tension electric transmission systems that any region in the world; 
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seven of 31 systems of 100,000 volts or more were located in California.The electrification was 
to be able to haul out more ancient forest and precious minerals for gain and profit solely and 
greatly accelerated the rape of the Lands of California.

Think how much copper wire was required?, and lodge poles by the hundreds had to be cut, 
trimmed and hauled to site? and, how they had to cross the Sacramento, Yuba and American 
Rivers to run the electric poles all the way to Marin to harvest natures NorCal resources? If you 
know the Bay Area, you have to cover much water or go around and down to Marin County if not 
over water to reach Marin County, so it was problematical from the onset to build and complete.

In 1902, the NPC was purchased by electric utility pioneers 
John Martin and Eugene de Sabla, Jr., and renamed the 
North Shore Railroad. John Martin and Eugene de Sabla 
started out as gold miners along the Yuba River, harnessing 
hydroelectricity to power their excavations. After success-
fully building hydro plants in Nevada City and elsewhere in 
Northern California, in 1900 they created the Bay Counties 
Power Company, constructing a 140-mile transmission line, 
the world’s longest at that time.

Tracks in southern Marin were converted to standard gauge and high voltage. Transmission 
line was strung from the Sierra Nevada to a power station at Alto (across from Mill Valley); trains 
were powered by an electric third rail; and the railroad boasted sophisticated switching equip-
ment. This was the beginning of the inter-urban train-ferry service that would feature heavy rail 
cars for resource extraction purposes and provide transportation for commuters to the SF city. 
Trains averaged 25 to 30 miles per hour, with top speeds on straightaways of 50-60 mph. In 1907 
the railroad, now owned jointly by Southern Pacific and Santa Fe, was consolidated with other 
lines and reborn as the Northwestern Pacific Railroad. In 1908 the electric third rail was extended 
to Fairfax, and in 1913 its last extension reached Manor, just west of Fairfax.

By 1930, electrification of the railroad had been 
extended to Corte Madera, San Anselmo, San Rafael 
and Fairfax. There were power stations in Sausalito, 
Larkspur, San Anselmo and San Rafael. Alto was the only 
installation that required an operator; the others only 
had batteries which switched on automatically at the 
approach of a train. The last Mill Valley passenger train 
ran on September 30, 1940. The Alto Powerhouse was 

demolished in the 1960s. On the site today is a PG&E transformer substation on Roque Moraes 
Drive opposite Longfellow Road.

So again, we see the purposes of running the mass electrical power lines, the huge railroad 
buildout and the lack of a population to serve the rail stops prove further evidence it was only 
about taking, shipping, and selling the great natural resources of Marin and the North Bay 
Area redwoods and mines. The death knell came on May 28, 1937, when cars, driven mostly by 
commuters, began traversing the Golden Gate Bridge into the city. Sadly, Marin County’s last 
interurban electric train ran on February 28, 1941.”
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The Sausalito
Engine #12, Sonoma is the only remaining locomotive of over 

twenty steam engines once operated by the North Pacific Coast 
Railroad that carried freight and passengers between Sausalito and 
Cazadero. It probably made many trips through Fairfax during it 
life on the rails in Marin and Sonoma Counties. NPCRR started 
service in 1875 and operated until 1902 when bought out by the 
North Shore Railroad interests.

By 1873, the North Pacific Coast Railroad was building north 
from Sausalito, the aim being to reach the timber logged along the Russian River. That line even-
tually made it to Monte Rio, Duncan Mills and Cazadero in Sonoma County, with Marin stops 
in San Rafael, San Anselmo, San Geronimo, Point Reyes Station and Tomales. By 1875, according 
to Barry Spitz’s Marin, A History (Potrero Meadows Publishing, 2006), in addition to timber and 
tourists, shipments of potatoes, oats and butter regularly left Tomales headed for San Francisco. 
“The North Pacific Coast Railroad contributed mightily to the growth of Marin’s population, 
commerce and tourism,” writes Spitz. By 1881, however, that railroad’s costs were outstripping 
its revenues, and an English syndicate bought the line. In 1902 it was reincorporated as the 
North Shore Railroad and five years later played a role in the large scale merger that formed the 
Northwestern Pacific.

The Sausalito Land & Ferry Company retired the nineteen-year-old ferryboat Princess and 
happily turned over all ferry operations to the railroad. A new ferry landing and railroad wharf 
was built slightly north of the old one at Princess Street. There it would remain for the next 
sixty-six years. Trains began hauling logs and lumber from the redwood forests to feed San 
Francisco’s endless building boom. And passengers came too, commuters from fledgling towns 
along the line and vacationers from San Francisco. Sausalito’s small business community was 
delighted and encouraged by the influx of new people as shops and stores opened for business 
along Caledonia Street near William Richardson’s old casa. In the summer of 1875, the North 
Pacific Coast Railroad absorbed the San Rafael and San Quentin Railroad and converted it to 
narrow gauge from broad gauge to unify the two lines. The main passenger terminal was shifted 
from Sausalito to Point San Quentin, where it would remain until 1884. Even though the wharf 
remained in Sausalito, and several trains a day brought passengers and dairy products from 
nearby towns, the main traffic was routed through San Quentin. The track from San Rafael to 
San Quentin avoided the several steep grades and curves on the line to Sausalito.

In spite of that setback, Sausalito continued to grow. With the railroad came more people, 
laborers at first, the merchants from many national backgrounds. Added to the Americans and 
British were families from Italy, Franca Germany, Austria, and Portugal, from China, Ireland, and 
Greece— all contributing to the character of Sausalito. While Sausalito was the terminus of an 
1875-era steam train line to the coast of southern Sonoma County via Point Reyes Station — and 
was handling both steam and electric freight and passenger lines by 1903 — the only present-day 
evidence of its railway past is, again, a biking and walking trail. This one connects Bridgeway 
in Sausalito to East Blithedale in Mill Valley. Mill Valley, San Rafael and Point Reyes Station all 
had stations handling passengers and freight traveling by steam-powered trains during Marin’s 
prime railroading days. 
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Tiburon
The route that train traveled out of Tiburon 

is now a popular bayfront walking and biking 
path aptly named Old Rail Trail. Once that route 
turns inland, heading toward San Rafael, the only 
remains of what was once a 775-foot wooden 
trestle and an earthen berm, built in 1884 to 
span a marsh, are a few weathered beams and a 
600-foot berm overlooking Blackie’s Pasture and 
Tiburon Boulevard. Efforts are being made to 
reconstruct 40 feet of that old line, along with a 
600-foot Trestle Trail atop the berm, to honor the 
area’s railroad history. The only other remnants 

of the line that by 1916 reached Eureka are the Cal Park Tunnel (south of San Rafael) and the Puerto 
Suello Tunnel (in north San Rafael); both are more than 1,100 feet long and have recently reopened 
to accommodate the soon-to-arrive SMART commuter trains.

The San Francisco and Northern Pacific Railway, 
which opened in the mid-1880s, originated at the 
ferry landing in Tiburon (five miles closer to San 
Francisco than Point San Quentin) and ran north to 
Ukiah, with stops in San Rafael, Novato, Santa Rosa 
and Healdsburg. 

The second rail line came in 1884, only five years 
before the map was made. Peter Donahue’s San 
Francisco & North Pacific Railroad ran trains from its 
ferry terminal at Tiburon to San Rafael, Petaluma and northward. Construction required crossing 
the tracks of the SR&SQRR at a sharp diagonal. The SF&NP turned south at Simms Island and 
entered a tunnel, today known as the Cal Park Tunnel.

The North Pacific Coast Railroad, incorporated in 1871 with the aid of a public bond issue in 
Marin County, had a grand plan to run a line through Marin connecting the emerging towns, and 
continuing up the coast to the vast redwood stands along the Russian River in Sonoma and the 
Gualala River in Mendocino County. The Sausalito Land & Ferry Company directors, sensing that 
this could be the breakthrough for their town, gave the financially feeble railroad company thirty 
acres along Sausalito’s waterfront as an inducement to make Sausalito the southern terminus of 
the new line.

Because the bond issue called fora southern terminus at Point San Quentin rather than at 
Sausalito, a legal battle ensued. After considerable legal fireworks, Sausalito won out, and in 
1873 construction began. One work gang commenced at Tomales, moving south. Another gang 
worked at Fairfax, and a third started at Strawberry Point where a trestle was constructed across 
Richardson’s Bay to Sausalito. The trestle connected with Alameda Point (later Pine Station), 
approximately where Nevada Street meets Bridgeway today.

The 1907 merger also involved the famed Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railway and some 
Southern Pacific lines. “The Santa Fe had trains operating in the Eureka area,” says Codoni, but 
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“a gap existed because trains originating in Marin went no farther north than Willits.” The merger 
was intended to link those lines into a network of railroads throughout Northern California, the 
area known to railroaders as, the Redwood Empire. The line was completed by 1914, Codoni 
says, and trains leaving Marin then ran all the way to Eureka.

In the following years, Tiburon became the hub for freight trains and Sausalito the starting 
point for passenger trains. “By 1924, summer Sundays saw 14 scheduled steam trains leaving 
Sausalito for San Rafael, Santa Rosa, Cloverdale, Ukiah and Eureka,” writes Codoni in North-
western Pacific Railroad. Passenger and freight carriage increased until the late 1920s, says 
Codoni, when the rising popularity of cars, better roads and use of trucks to carry freight cut 
into the railroad business.

The Tiburon Train Terminal was more than just a transfer point, the area had its own locomo-
tive repair shop, car rebuilding shop and a complete maintenance of way department. Note the 
many destinations already set for travel back then.
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Mt. Tamalpais/Bolinas Railroad
The railway was an immediate success when 

it opened for business in 1896 and was dubbed 
by locals as the “Crookedest Railroad in the 
World” because of its 281 curves in just over 
eight miles of track, which were depicted in 
the company’s logo, seen left. At the nearby 
Mill Valley train depot a sleek Heisler or Shay 
steam engine’s whistle signaled the beginning 

of the train ride to the top of Mount Tamalpais. Passengers rode in open cars as the train climbed 
to an elevation of 2,500 feet at a speed of 10 miles per hour. At the summit people marveled at 
views of the entire San Francisco Bay Area. Locomotives were positioned on the downhill end 
of the train and pushed the passenger cars uphill, allowing for unobstructed vistas. Watching 
the engines push from below was an added spectacle for riders, who could see the train’s gears 
and engineer at work.

When the Gold Rush of 1849 generated a huge market for lumber, 
Bolinas became the closest port for nearby timber operations and 
quarrying limestone extractions. So we see that within just 3 years 
after the start of the CA Gold Rush, the West coast of Marin was 
already being built out beginning in 1852. So, who was available for 
building the harbor, sawmill, cut and transport to ships the redwoods 
and mine the quartz limestone when all were said to come to CA for 
the gold rush who came to make their fortunes in gold and Marin 
populations were mainly natives? 

In 1857, a hotel and saloon were built and the young town was named “Olema”, meaning 
“coyote” in the Coast Miwok dialect. Within three years, it had emerged as the region’s commer-
cial center with a post office, grocery store, saloon, butcher, livery stable, and two hotels. By 1867, 
a wagon road from San Rafael to Bolinas was built and a stage coach arrived twice a week. At 
that time the round-trip fare from Mill Valley was $1, and from San Francisco, $1.40, including 
the Sausalito ferry and train connections. 

The story goes that the entire start to finish or the Mt. Tam railroad system took just six months 
and mostly done by slave Chinese laborer’s of unknown origin or care, like China Camp in East 
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San Rafael and many others. As you read keep in mind, those of you who have been on Mt. Tam, 
what trued feat of engineering it had to be in just 6 months boggles the mind in how it could have 
been possibly accomplished in such a short period when railroads were being built throughout 
California at the same time. 

As the crow flies, the peak of Mount 
Tamalpais is only a few miles from Mill 
Valley. However, a direct approach 
presented an impracticably steep ascent 
for the railroad. Thus, it meandered 8.19 
miles up the mountain, cutting its way back 
and forth across the terrain. According to an 
article entitled “Geared Locomotives on the 
Mount Tamalpais Railway” from the July 
16, 1898 edition of Scientific American, the 
mainline had only 3.282 miles of straight 
track, with the remainder composed of the 
following 266 curves:
(6 months start to finish!)

• 26 curves of 70 ft. Radius.   Distance  3,641 feet
• 24 curves of 80 ft. R      2,974 
• 20 curves of 90 ft. R      2,328 
• 49 curves of 100 ft. R      4,020
• 46 curves of 110-150 ft. R     4,403
• 59 curves of 150-300 ft. R     4,710 
• 42 curves of 300 ft. R     3,934 

266 curves 70- 300 feet long of rail while climbing a grade of elevation covering over 3 miles. 
By all standards this would have been one of the greatest engineering feats of all time given how 
much labor, and out sourced and shipped from the other side of USA, then lay and fit perfectly, 
put together the gravity cars, the railroad Shay narrow gauge locomotives and passenger trains 
as well before any business could be conducted to start to recoup all their expenses incurred….
right? They would of also had to have had such precise timetables that allowed for the gravity 
trains to fall down the big, big hill. 

The railway bypassed Olema, terminating, instead, two miles away. When the first train 
arrived early in 1875, Point Reyes Station was a cow pasture and we are told that within just 
5 years time, by 1880, it had a hotel, saloon, blacksmith shop, livery stable, butcher shop, and 
school. Its post office was completed in 1882, and its first store opened in 1883. The train station 
became the local post office, while the former engine house was converted into a community 
center. In the 1970s, hippies established cottage industries in abandoned houses and shops. At 
the same time, the Coast Guard bought 30 acres of land formerly used as cattle pens and built 
military housing. 
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Build Out of Rail Line on Mt. Tam 
There were two steam engines, the original 20-ton Shay (#498) and a 30-ton Heisler (#2) and 

there were also six open, canopy-top observation cars, one half-enclosed former San Francisco 
cable car, and two flat-cars that were said to have been ordered while a massive railroad buildout 
was going on in all of Northern California at the same time. 

Construction began on February 5, 1896. Originating at the North Pacific Coast Railroad depot 
in Mill Valley, the line was planned to ascend the surrounding hills to the summit of Mount Tamal-
pais, then over the top of the peak and down to Bolinas Beach. The pristine beach was difficult 
to access, and residents supported the line’s planned arrival. This remained only a plan, as did 
the initial proposal to make the line an electric trolley route (more electricians, rolls of copper 
from ???, power hook up ???). 

A wagon road was constructed to Willow Camp (Stinson Beach) in 1902 and electric power 
never supplanted the geared steam locomotives used to construct the line. Supplies and laborers 
arrived in Mill Valley and began work by February 1896. Over 200 men graded the route and 
laid rails. A strike even occurred when many left their jobs in protest over poor pay and expen-
sive board, the story goes as well as land rights needing to be trampled over at the time when 
imminent domain by the government was prevalent, as is today. Within six months, the railroad 
construction was completed. The last spike was driven on August 18, 1896, with the first passenger 
train operating just four days later. 

And what was the gravity train? Some downhill trips were made on engineless gravity cars – 
cars that were pushed off at the top and careened to the bottom. A typical gravity car could carry 
29 passengers (plus the gravity-man) on six rows of wooden seats. At the start of each descent, 
passengers were told the ride would be a safe one. The maximum official speed permitted for 
the gravity cars was 12 miles per hour but many attested that “it was a hell of a lot faster than 
that.” The gravity car rides made the railway famous. You can ride the gravity train. 
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It was no easy task, for a “tourist 
train” to shuttle people from San Fran-
cisco who wanted to escape the fog of 
San Francisco…so the story goes. Yet I 
have ridden, hiked and know this trail 
and it would not of been an easy feat 
by any means where the rails had to 
ordered perfectly and true with all those 
turns and elevations, then shipped for 
½ year, easy around Cape Horn, along 
with the trains in crates, needing to be 
unloaded and reassembled at the start of 
the rail line in Mill Valley, which means 
they had to transport the train parts in 
crates and all the rails across and over 
Richardson Bay to even get to the Mill 
Valley Depot!

Milepost Four 
At an elevation of 1,000 feet, was the 

starting point of the twisting “Double 
Bow Knot” where the track paralleled 
itself five times to quickly gain eleva-
tion. Within these curves was Mesa 
Station, a small depot, a siding and 
water tanks for the steam engines. Just 

above Mesa was the longest straightaway on the line some 413 feet. A branch from mainline was 
added at Mesa Junction and headed southwest for Muir Woods, known as Redwood Canyon 
when it opened in 1907. The first tourists to Muir Woods came on the scenic railway. 

Milepost Five
The railroad ascended a particularly steep 

grade from its starting point at the North 
Pacific Coast depot in Mill Valley. Just west 
of the Double Bow Knot, the tracks reached 
an elevation of 1,350 feet at an elevation of 
approximately 70 feet, to its destination at 
a tavern just below the summit of Mount 
Tamalpais, at an elevation of 2,436 feet. In 

order to follow a route that steam locomotives could ascend, the track had to maintain a grade 
that was not excessive. The entire line’s average grade was 5%, comprising maximum grades of 
7% at some points on the line. 

Yet before a dime could be recouped the trains had to build out the hotel and restaurant and 
beautiful rock archway the train is famously scene going under. And note massive, and beautiful 
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two-story rock retaining wall built as well. So, did they 
just gather a bunch of rocks off the mountain and with a 
hammer and pick shape all the rock into perfect fit for the 
wall everytime? Then all entire lumber and kitchen appli-
ances and drapery and flags, it appears with those two 50 
ft. or so masts on the front, and beds, and bed sheets and 
then staff and train and set up the engineers, train operators 
and staff, ticket takers, train and track maintainers, etc., etc. 
…in 6 months! 

Overland pioneer George Dillon started a seaside resort 
west of Tomales as early as 1856. Captain Alfred Easkoot, the first county surveyor, established 
another one to the south in 1871 (later Willow Camp, today’s Stinson Beach). Speculator Frank 
Waterhouse built his Granda Vista subdivision in neighboring Bolinas during the same era; resort 
hotels soon followed. (Guests arrived via stage and schooner despite the more than occasional 
Duxbury Reef shipwreck.) And among his other enterprises, Judge Shafter planned a glorious 
hotel in present-day Inverness with a ferry run to the railroad. Although the hotel was never 
built, wealthy San Franciscans and well-to-do retired couples built sumptuous hotels in the area 
and turned the town into an exclusive enclave by the turn of the century. 

Ferries to the Tiburon and Sausalito
Ferries began serving Sausalito to North Bay rail connections with the Petaluma and Haystack 

Railroad in 1864 into Sausalito. San Francisco and North Pacific Railroad. North Pacific Coast 
Railroad (NPC) ferries connected Sausalito with San Francisco, and SF&NP ferries later sailed 
from Tiburon. Some of these ferries operated on Northwestern Pacific Railroad (NWP) schedules 
from 1907 to 1938. John Reed established a sailboat ferry service in 1826.

Like many old steamboats it has a rich history. The Eureka was built in Tiburon in Marin 
County in 1890. The vessel was first named the “Ukiah” to showcase the San Francisco and North 
Pacific Railway’s recent extension into the City of Ukiah on California’s north Pacific coast. The 
first route for the boat was between San Francisco and Tiburon. It’s interesting to note that the 
Eureka was built with a double-end design. This means that cars and people could embark or 
disembark from either end of the vessel.

When you look at the Eureka, the front and back of the steamboat are identical. This new 
design may have been one of the most revolutionary of the time and certainly made the vessel 
more versatile. During this era the Ukiah was the largest double ended designed vessel in the 
world. She could carry 2,300 passengers and about 120 cars. 

The Ukiah was built at the local yard and the Donahue was named for Peter’s son, who 
succeeded him as president of the railroad company. The Ukiah originally carried railroad cars 

but was rebuilt after World War I to ferry 
automobiles across the bay — although not to 
and from Tiburon. Later renamed the Eureka, 
it is preserved at the San Francisco Maritime 
Museum’s Hyde Street Pier.
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San Anselmo
In the early years, San Anselmo was a key freight transfer point, a 

place for trains to take on water. During the electric era, San Anselmo 
maintained its prominence as a major junction on the system. Note in 
above image that there are only a handful of residences proving rail 
lines were put in for resource extraction first and foremost in Marin 
County, not for residential settlements, as we’ve been told/sold.

Southbound rail cars entering San Anselmo from San Rafael and 
Manor would be coupled at the hub before heading down Ross Valley 
and across the tidal flats to Sausalito. Northbound trains uncoupled 
at San Anselmo, with San Rafael trains heading down the “Miracle 
Mile” corridor, and Manor trains traveling toward Fairfax along what 
is now Center Boulevard. 

Trains ran every half-hour during the commute 
rush. A 1913 schedule shows a 58-minute 
commute from San Anselmo to San Francisco, 
including a 32-minute ferry ride: In it the No. 413 
departed San Anselmo at 6:37 a.m. and arrived in 
Sausalito at 7:00 a.m.; there commuters hopped 
on a ferry which left Sausalito at 7:03 a.m. and 
docked in San Francisco at 7:35 a.m. End of the 
Line from Marin up the coast.

From Occidental it is a short distance to 
the canyon of Dutch Bill Creek and the start 

of the real Redwood 
country. As you drive 
the canyon note the dirt 
track on the other side 
of Dutch Bill Creek from 
the road. The site of 
Tyrone is long obscured 
by second growth and 
modern vacation homes, but if you follow the turn off at Tyrone 
Road you can see the flat area which must have been the site 

of the mill. The huge Redwood stumps speak silent volumes about what this scene must have 
been before 1900.

Lansdale Station was the first San Anselmo stop of southbound trains emanating from Manor. 
After Lansdale Station, the train proceeded to Yolanda Station, downtown San Anselmo, and 
Bolinas Avenue before heading toward Sausalito with stops at Ross, Kentfield, Escalle, Larkspur, 
Alto, Baltimore Park, Corte Madera, Chapman, Alto, Almonte and its Mill Valley connections, 
Manzanita, Waldo, and Pine. In the 1920s and 1930s, the railroad ran a “School Special” to and 
from Mill Valley’s Tamalpais High, picking up students throughout the Ross Valley.
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Inaugurated in 1913, the Manor Hill Incline Railroad ran until 1929. It was 
built to promote the sale of lots of the new subdivision on the hill: “Fairfax 
Manor.” It ran from Sequoia Road in the foreground up to upper Scenic Road, 
a distance of 1500 feet with a rise of 500 feet in elevation. The fare was 5 cents 
per trip and took 3 to 5 minutes. That is the official story but why the train 
built in 1913 to sell home lots when there was a road already to the lots that 
were said to be for sale? Does this make any sense to anyone?

North Bay Expansion by Railroad Empire  
Owner Averell Harriman

In the late 1800s both the 
Southern Pacific Railroad (“SP”) 
and the Atchison, Topeka and 
Santa Fe Railway (“AT&SF”) 
had great interests in building 
lines north from San Francisco to 
Humboldt County to transport 
lumber south. The Southern Pacific 
Railroad controlled the southern 
end of the line from Willits south 
to Marin and Schellville, while 
the AT&SF controlled line south 
from Eureka through Humboldt 
County. Both railroads planned 
to build a line north, the AT&SF 
starting with a boat connection in 

present-day Larkspur, California, and the Southern Pacific, starting at its interchange in American 
Canyon, north through Napa, Sonoma, Mendocino and Humboldt counties to finally terminate 
in Eureka, California. 

As plans went forward it became clear that only one railroad would be profitable serving 
Mendocino and Humboldt Counties, so the Southern Pacific and Santa Fe entered into a joint 
agreement, and in 1906 merged 42 railroad companies between Marin and Humboldt Bay to 
create one railroad line stretching from Sausalito to Eureka.

Averell Harriman with British Prime Minister Churchill, President Truman and JFK was the son 
of A.H. Harriman, railroad baron.
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The railroad was sold in April 1904 to railroad builder A. H. Harriman of the Southern Pacific 
Railroad holdings empire whose empire would include the build out of Sun Valley, Idaho railroad 
train by his son, so he could ski. Sr. Harriman was also a former ambassador to Russia who had 
acquired the rival California Northwestern Railway the previous year to continue his monopoly 
of the railroads.  Jr. Harriman was nearly 50 years old when in 1897 he became a director of the 
Union Pacific Railroad. By May 1898, he was chairman of the executive committee, and from that 
time until his death, his word was the law on the Union Pacific system. In 1903, he assumed the 
office of president of the company. From 1901 to 1909, Harriman was also the president of the 
Southern Pacific Railroad. The vision of a unified UP/SP railroad was planted with Harriman.

At the time of his death 
Harriman controlled the 
Union Pacific, the Southern 
Pacific, the Saint Joseph and 
Grand Island, the Illinois 
Central, the Central of Georgia, 
the Pacific Mail Steamship 
Company, and the Wells Fargo 
Express Company. Estimates 
of his estate ranged from $150 
million to $200 million. That 
fortune was left entirely to his 
wife.

As you can see from the 
following list of railroad 
trains that were created over 
just 3 decades. Within that 
time, they had harvested 
80% of all old growth Giant 
Redwood Sequoias’ that had 
stood for thousands of years-
time, as well as the hundreds 
of copper and gold mines in 
NorCal.

Marin Buildout in the 
1800’s, How? 

So how is a couple of very 
difficult mass transit and 
transport train lines PLUS 
so many stops with long 

forgotten names like Yolanda, Escalle, and Baltimore Park, have regular daily rail stops when 
very few non-natives even lived there? Yet, we are told that rail lines were built for ‘escaping the 
fog and cold of San Francisco’ as the primary reason for the great train buildout of the North Bay 



198  The History of Marin County That Has Never Been Told

Area. Where did the labor and exper-
tise come from when mines were 
being created, railroads built out, 
sawmill/lumber yards constructed 
and manned, etc. Allthewhile rail-
roads and mines and mills are being 
built at the exact same time all up and 
down Northern California?

The consensus map above begins to 
record the first people in the 1870’s in 
Nicassio (the Olompali’s of Novato) 
and in San Rafael (Ewu’s, Gaulelens, 
Omiomni’s) where the Jesuit mission-
aries set up shop.

However, no matter how you look 
at it the railroad was NOT built to 
populate the ‘burbs of Marin County’ 
until after WW II and some 22 million 
GI’s returned ready to marry, get jobs 

and start a family in the 50’s and 60’s and the Golden Gate bridged completed in 1934, Six 
DECADES after the railroads were built out. Before that, Marin was moo’s ville ranchero’s and 
a major resource extraction center both through and to its lands.
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Chapter 11

Marin County: A Resource Extraction Center

Though the amount of profitable gold harvested from Marin County has been questioned, 
there was a virtual frenzy of Marin County gold mine claims in mid-1863. 

In May and June of that year, the Marin Journal reported on the “gold fever.” During those 
months, 31 gold mining claims were processed by the County Recorder. The Sausalito/Tamal-
pais area included 20 claims with 11 more near Novato. The Journal reported that it is “….well 
established that the hills about San Rafael, Tamalpais and Novato, are rich, and abound with the 
precious metals. Gold, silver and copper indications are found everywhere….”. 

According to historian Richard Hakluyt, the 1579 expedition lead by Sir Francis Drake reported: 
“There is no part of earth here to be taken up wherein there is not some likelihood of gold or 
silver.” 

Gold speculation continued as the county developed in the 19th century. In 1850 several nuggets 
of pure copper, frequently associated with gold, were picked up near Bolinas. Copper nuggets 
were also found on Bolinas Ridge near Dogtown. In 1856 it was reported that gold abounds but 
in small quantities on the west shore of Tomales Bay, about one mile south of the Point. The State 

Register and Year Book of Facts: For the Year 1859 
reported an extensive vein of gold bearing 
quartz was discovered in July 1857 near San 
Rafael. There was a virtual frenzy of Marin 
County gold mine claims in mid-1863. In May 
and June of that year, the Marin Journal reported 
on the “gold fever.” During those months, 31 
gold mining claims were processed by the 
County Recorder. The Sausalito/Tamalpais 
area included 20 claims with 11 more near 
Novato. The Journal reported that it is “….well 
established that the hills about San Rafael, 
Tamalpais and Novato, are rich, and abound 

with the precious metals. Gold, silver and copper indications are found everywhere…
1860s-1918 — Union Gulch (Bolinas) Mine on the west side of Bolinas Ridge near Dogtown. 

Primarily copper with gold and silver as secondary commodities. Small shipments made in 1863. 
In 1918 an ore shipment was made of 22,500 pounds of copper plus gold and silver.

1865–68 — Gold Gulch Placer Mine at Tomales Point where there was an extensive beach placer 
operation. Mining abandoned due to the lack of an adequate water supply.

1876–80 — Mt. Tamalpais Mine on the southwest spur of Mt. Tamalpais. Specimen was kept 
at the Division of Mines Museum. Abandoned due to low yield.
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1878–81 — San Geronimo Mine 0.3 mile northwest of the intersection of Sir Francis Drake 
Boulevard and Nicasio Valley Road. The January 12, 1880 San Francisco Daily Alta reported the 
San Geronimo mine had tapped “….an immense fissure vein, rich in gold and silver….”

1879–81 — San Rafael Mine about four miles west of San Rafael near White’s Hill. Despite 
the initial enthusiasm, both the San Rafael and San Geronimo Mines were abandoned in 1881.

1880–86? — Morrissey Mine 2 miles south of Tomales. On January 7, 1881 Supervisor Morrissey 
wrote “….three hundred tons of ore in sight…. it is a real bonanza….” It cost Morrissey all he 
had to work the mine for several years without success.

By March 1899, the owners of the 
Golden Crown Mine ended their 
operation at Dogtown. The mines 
and all of the equipment were sold 
for $150,000 to an eastern syndi-
cate. Though the new owners of 
Golden Crown Mining and Milling 
Company re-opened an abandoned 
shaft in March of 1900 and discov-
ered high grade copper ore, expenses 
outweighed rewards, and the mine 
was abandoned. In 1904, a fire that 
swept Bolinas Ridge destroyed all 
of the mine buildings. 

Demand for copper during 
World War I raised the price of 

copper and made the Bolinas copper mines profitable for a brief time between 1917 and 1918. 
After being abandoned for fifteen years, a syndicate formed the Bolinas Copper Company 
and bought the mining rights from Jim Wilkins on whose ranch the mines were located. 
 A vertical shaft was extended to a depth of 180 feet. An 8-foot square concrete wall was constructed 
around the shaft to keep the creek water out. The Selby Lead Company of San Francisco was 
contracted to smelt the ore. The ore was shipped out from Bolinas wharf. Ore amounting to 28 
tons should have yielded 7,000 pounds of copper, if indeed the assay of 12.5% was correct.

The Copperopolis Asbestos Mine is in Larkspur, California and is part of the Golden Gate 
National Recreation Area. Production output of the Copperopolis Asbestos Mine was consid-
ered to be large size. The ore mined was composed of chrysotile with waste material consisting 
primarily of serpentine. Secretary Daniel Taylor of the company recalled in a 1914 newspaper 
article, “When we arrived at Larkspur, there was no one to meet us. The country was a wilderness, 
with wild geese in abundance. After the new mill was installed, we erected our dwellings and 
proceeded to get out the lumber. I can picture the majestic redwoods that covered the flat where 
Larkspur stands today. Some of the trees were eight feet in diameter and lifted their immense 
bulk 300 feet upward.” 

Sometime in late 1848 or early 1849, the Baltimore and Frederick Mining and Trading Company, 
based in Baltimore, Maryland, started a lumber mill in Larkspur. This was around the time Marin 
County was being founded, nearly 40 years before Charles W. Wright laid out Larkspur’s streets, 
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and 50 years before the area had a post office (you’ve heard the one about Wright’s wife naming 
Larkspur after the “pretty blue flowers that seemed to be growing everywhere” that turned out 
to be lupine, right?). 

But after the saws and equipment were shipped around Cape Horn, the mill set up and yet we 
are told that the canyon mill lasted a mere five months. During the time of the Trading Company, 
timber was hauled out of the canyon by teams of oxen and taken to the slough leading to Corte 
Madera Creek (near the current location of Larkspur Plaza Drive). Creek waters were harnessed to 
turn the waterwheel for power to mill the redwoods and they were then delivered to San Francisco 
across the bay. Captain Lauff of Bolinas conceived the idea of forming a raft of the redwood logs 
and towing them. The first raft consisted of 60,000 board-feet of lumber. Thrice-weekly barges 
hauled by the steamer “Ida” towed milled lumber down Corte Madera Creek and across to San 
Francisco. All for just 6 months of mining activity?

By the early 1860s, the forest had been clear-cut and only vestiges remained. Commented Judge 
Samuel Gardiner, who lived adjacent to the mouth of the canyon in the early 1900s, “One thing 
that is not appreciated today is the character of the redwood growth that existed here. There were 
thousands of redwood stumps ranging from five to 15 feet in diameter at the point of cutting...thousands 
of them.” At this time the canyon was a popular summer campground for San Franciscans.

After lumbering had denuded the hills, causing Larkspur and Corte Madera Creeks to be filled 
with silt from the run-off, ranching and dairying became more popular. There were four large 
dairies/farms that stretched from Baltimore Canyon to San Francisco Bay on diked and drained 
marshland. These dairies also caused the loss of native vegetation and the resultant erosion and 
downcutting of upland creeks.

Copper Mine Gulch in Bolinas 
Sometime in the 1850s, shiny copper pyrite was first noted near Dogtown in the stream bed 

of Gregorio Creek (now known as Pine Gulch Creek) by early pioneers including Charles Lauff. 
The pyrite was traced back to what became known as Union Gulch, today referred to as Copper 
Mine Gulch. Union Gulch drained the west side of Bolinas Ridge near Dogtown. As early as the 
1860s, crude copper mining operations began in Union Gulch. 

The external openings of least two of the 1860s shafts are still visible, although entrances were 
blocked by Point Reyes National Seashore due to serious safety concerns. In the mid-1860s, a 
group of local men -among them Pablo Briones, William Ewing, U. M. Gordon, Charles Lauff, 
Edward Nelson, and William Miller- incorporated the Union Copper Mining Company. Mining 
operations started there in 1863, about the same time that mining began at Pike County Gulch, 
just south of Union Gulch. The Union Mine operated for several years, although unsuccessfully 
due to the fact that the price of copper had dropped, and, at least initially, ore had to be sent to 
England for processing. The Pike County Gulch Copper Mining Company was organized in 1863 
by Samuel Clark of Bolinas to mine in the gulch immediately north of the Audubon Ranch. On 
June 11, 1864, the Marin County Journal reported that “Two companies are organized and running 
full blast the “Union” and the “Pike”. They are each driving a tunnel into the Tamalpais ridge 
with a fair prospect of soon reaching the main ledge or vein.”

In 1865, the Union Copper Mining Company embarked on another approach and tunneled 
400 feet horizontally into the hillside at the base of the ridge near Dogtown. Timber structures 
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supported the tunnel and a small railway was laid to carry waste and ore out of the tunnel. This 
change in the mine approach may have been done to facilitate drainage of the mine. n May 1867 
they extended the tunnel of the Union Mining Company another fifty feet, at a cost of $11.50 per 
foot. They had already bored eight hundred and forty feet. However, by the following month 
they encountered extremely hard rock and abandoned further efforts.

Captain Thomas Whitelaw of San Francisco acquired the rights to initiate mining at the former 
Dogtown copper mine and formed the Golden Crown Mining and Milling Company. Late in 1895, 
the Golden Crown reopened mining operations in Union Gulch. Captain Whitelaw hired John 
Pearson, Jr., a Stanford University engineering student, to be superintendent of mining operations. 
Events would prove the wisdom of this choice. In 1896, the Golden Crown began mining in earnest, 
sinking a vertical shaft into the south side of the gulch. Assay of the copper pyrite ore yielded 
12.5% copper and small amounts of gold and silver. In a Petaluma newspaper, Grider claimed that 
the ore assayed at 24%. However, this is likely to have been after just partial processing of the ore. 
 By the time the shaft reached a depth of 110 feet, an initial shipment of 28 tons of ore was sent 
for smelting. The Selby Lead Company of San Francisco was contracted to smelt the ore. The 
ore was shipped out from Bolinas wharf. Ore amounting to 28 tons should have yielded 7,000 
pounds of copper, if indeed the assay of 12.5% was correct. 

Relations between the mining company and residents of Bolinas were not the most conge-
nial. There were willing workers among Bolinas citizens looking for employment. However, 
the company only hired outsiders to work the mine. Naturally, this exclusion built resentment 
among the town folk. Under Bolinas Constable McCoy, a group of angry men from town entered 
the mine premises when the mine workers were away on a Sunday in late May, and removed 
everything, including the hoist engine, to a barn near Dogtown.

Maganese Mine Sausalito
In the 1870s, “there was a brief flurry of excitement in Old 

Town, when manganese was discovered in the hills west 
of town,” according to Jack Tracy’s Sausalito history book, 
Moments in Time. According to Tracy, “The ore found in 
the rock outcroppings was rich enough to justify small-scale 
mining. Tunnels were dug near the springs between present-day 
Prospect Avenue and Sausalito Boulevard. Henry Eames, an 
opportunistic inventor, built an ore reduction plant at the 
foot of Main Street to process the manganese ore. By 1880 the Saucelito Smelting Works was 
producing about fifty tons of black oxide annually, hardly enough to make Sausalito a mining 
center.” Complications soon arose. According to Wayne and Linda Bonnett, publishers of Tracy’s 
Book, “the richest (or easiest to dig) deposits were above the head of Main Street where the 
springs are. Tunnels were dug all over the place. Naturally, the tunnels quickly and constantly 
filled with water. When they were abandoned by 1893, the tunnels were sealed. (Some of these 
sealed tunnels contributed to the landslide in 1982.) The mining operation became a rock quarry, 
supplying much of the chert blocks that make up the residential rock walls in the area.”

According to the Sausalito News of February, 1893, the property where the smelter had 
been located was sold to J. Lowder who would build the Walhalla Restaurant there (later 
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morphing into 
Sally Stanford’s 
Valhalla). “The 
existing tunnel, 
however, was not 
sealed up,” report 
Wayne Bonnett. 
“By then it had 
become an outlet 
for the springs. 
It drained spring 
water from the 
still unbuilt lots 
above Sausalito 
Boulevard and 
Prospect. The city 
around 1910 ran 
overhead drain 
pipes from the 
tunnel to a drain 
on Sausalito 
Boulevard (still 
in use) and the 
iron door was 
installed to keep 
kids and others 
from going 
inside.

The First Paper Mill in the West ~ Taylorville
Taylorville was a former settlement in Marin County, California. It was located on the North-

western Pacific Railroad 11 miles west-southwest of downtown Novato. Taylorville still appeared 
on maps as of 1914. The name honors Freemason Samuel P. Taylor, founder of the first paper mill 
on the West Coast. Samuel P. Taylor Parks is named after him whom we covered in a previous 
chapter.

In 1872, Isaac Shaver,a pioneer from New York and Michigan, erected a planing mill in San 
Rafael at what is now Shaver and Second (above photo). Much of the lumber that went into 
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constructing local houses was milled at Shaver’s. The 
mill was built alongside the tracks of the San Fran-
cisco and North Pacific Railroad, later merged into 
the NorthWest Pacific Railroad. Much of the lumber 
that went into constructing local houses was milled 
at Shaver’s. 

John Reed built the first sawmill in 1836 along 
Cascade Creek, shipping wood to San Francisco. In 
1892, the Chronicle reports, Robert Dollar opened 
Dollar Lumber Co. near the first mill at what is now 
129 Miller Avenue, along the Old Mill Creek where it 
intersects with the Arroyo Corte Madera del Presidio 
stream. Dollar Lumber shipped redwood lumber by 
boat from Sausalito to San Francisco to help rebuild 
the city after the great 1906 earthquake and fires.

Lumbering has been the main historical story asso-
ciated with redwood country. The tree’s wood is soft 
and easy to saw. While not as strong as Douglas fir, it 
has an attractive red color. The color can be stabilized to 
remain red or will weather naturally to a pleasing gray. 
Even today, builders favor redwood in house siding, 
decks, and garden structures. However, the biggest virtue of redwood is its ability to withstand 
weathering and termites. Redwood will not readily deteriorate. Prolonged moisture will cause 
most woods to rot, but redwood will endure. Consequently, redwood is one of the most weath-
er-resistant types of wood found in North America, competing with the cypress of the South. 

The Great Redwood West Coast Extraction
The Official story is that until the transcontinental railroad was completed in 1869, a single 

lane track, and that all orders for rails, locomotives, railroad car, sawmills, dynamite, etc. had to 
be sent by boat taking 6-8 months to reach the east coast. Then, the orders filled would have to 
be crated and shipped another 6-8 months competing with those seeking gold in California to 
find available boats for travel and shipping. 

So how is it that so many harbors on the West Coast of California were established as early as 
1852 to extract old growth Redwoods, Oaks, etc while having to build massive train trestles, use 
oxen and horses to haul out the huge trees, then load them onto boats parked offshore, since the 
west coast is inhospitable to potable landings for ships to collect the lumber? 

All this all the while the “Greatest Migration in History” is occurring and men would be needed 
for the dangerous, hazardous, difficult work of harvesting Redwood trees in the wild forests.

All the while they would need to send engineers, conductors, surveyors, etc. to California. 
All the while the ship captains were said to have abandoned many ships to see gold, so how 

did they get more ships to send when ships were not returning to their original ports in large 
numbers? All the while the natives are under attack and fought the ‘new settlers’ making life 
even more difficult for the newly arrived Argonauts. 
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The above legends map are the dates and founding’s of the many sawmill and lumber yards 
and railroads that were cut and built out in extremely rough and difficult terrain up and down 
the west coast of Northern California. This map is just Mendocino County but resource extraction 
methods continued all the way up to stateline at what is now Oregon. That is why they needed 
the railroads from Marin County initially, then sold as migration for the new white settlers coming 
from all over the world. This is why they performed such great engineering feats of the time, 
if that is what happened. I question how many trains, tracks, sawmills, personnel, etc. would 
be required over just a few decades when populations were minimal at best and travel was by 
horse n’ buggy only.

Brickyards
The original brick factory was built by Victor Fortin in 

1885 at Point San Pedro. The oldest kilns still standing 
are the Hoffman Kilns built in 1902 and 1904. The third 
smokestack still stands but the attached kiln is long 
gone. The narrow spires rise over the water and make 
a distinctive image at the edge of the shore. Bricks 
made by Victor Fortin are still visible today in the 
Peter Building in downtown San Rafael, located at 
the northeast corner of 4th and C Streets. Fortin Brick 
Company became the largest brickmaker in the Bay 
Area at that time.

In 1868, the land was sold to John A. McNear when Fortin went bankrupt. McNear and his 
family took over the brick plant. McNear intended to open a shipping terminal. A natural deep-
water terminus, this site would have been ideal for shipping freight via train and schooner. He 
started to build a railroad, but when his financial backing was lost in the San Francisco Fire of 
1906, the plans were cancelled.

The bricks made from local clay deposits were shipped solely by scow schooner along the Bay 
waters to their various destinations, including barges headed for San Francisco, Sacramento and, 
beyond. In the 1920s and 30s, local road conditions improved due to paving, and reliable trucks 
and motorized equipment proved more efficient than schooners as a means of transport, so the 
schooner’s popularity fell away. To this day, the only bricks shipped by water are first trucked 
to the port of Oakland and then sent in containers to Hawaii, Asia, and Africa. 

Remillard Brick Quarry
During the second half of the nineteenth century, the Quebec-born Remillard brothers— Pierre-

Nicolas “Peter”, Philippe-Hilaire “Philip”, and Edouard “Edward”—built a lucrative brick 
manufacturing company with plants throughout the Bay Area. By the turn of the century, it was 
the largest brick business on the West Coast. 

Beginning in the 1870s, the company expanded operations to Marin, where they tapped into clay 
deposits at Santa Venetia, near San Rafael, and built a small kiln operation. In 1891, eldest brother 
Peter purchased 150 acres from the Greenbrae Ranch from Mary Tunstead, widow of James Ross, 
with the intention of tapping into a larger clay deposit in Greenbrae, near Point San Quentin. The 
new factory, with its continuously firing Hoffman kiln, towered over the Corte Madera marshlands 
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with its 130-foot smokestack. Clay was molded, air-dried, fired, and loaded on to the firm’s 
schooners bound for construction sites across San Francisco and other Bay Area communities.  
 At its height of operations, the Greenbrae factory produced 500,000 bricks a year, many of which 
were used to rebuild San Francisco after the 1906 earthquake. Peter Remillard died in 1904, 
leaving operations of the plant to his wife, Cordule, and his daughter Lillian, until it closed in 
1915. The Remillard brick kiln was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 1978, and 
it was designated a California Historical Landmark in 1989. The kiln is now the location of the 
Melting Pot fondue restaurant.

McNears Patent Brick Company
In 1870, the Patent Brick Company began manufacturing pressed, Roman, and fancy bricks 

near San Rafael, Marin County. This company claimed to have the first Hoffman kiln built in the 
United States. Most of the larger California brick manufacturers used the Hoffman continuous 
kilns for their rapid and efficient firing of bricks. Some used the round down-draft permanent 
kilns for finer control of the burn. Most of the mid- to small-sized brickyards used the rectangular 
up-draft open or field kilns for firing common brick.

In 1878, even the convicts at San Quentin Prison were employed in making bricks in their own 
brickyard, producing 6,500,000 that year. In 1880, there were 50 brick manufacturers in the state, 
employing 850 men, and producing 63,400,000 common brick and 1,140,000 pressed brick and 
firebrick. In 1881, brick production increased to over 120 million. By 2020, California had only 
four brick manufacturers: H. C. Muddox, Sacramento; McNear Brick & Block, San Rafael; Pacific 
Clay Products, Alberhill; and Mission Concrete Products, Gilroy.

The Hutchinson Rock Quarry blasted and exca-
vated the ridge for nearly 50 years after expanding 
its operations from El Cerrito to the San Quentin 
peninsula in 1924. Dwight Hutchinson and brother, 
Hardy, had been looking for an additional quarry 
location and asked Berkeley geology professor 
Andrew Lawson to find a site “with a lot of rock, 
near water for barging.” 

The professor recommended the San Quentin 
peninsula, which at the time was in unincorpo-
rated Greenbrae. The land was purchased from 
the Remillard brickyard family, whose distinctive 
red brick smokestack can be seen in the photo’s 

background and is still in existence today. Through the subsequent decades, Hutchinson Quarry 
crushed rock was used throughout the Bay Area on dikes in the Sacramento Delta, for railroad 
beds in Oakland, as ballast for the Oakland-Bay Bridge and for access roads to the Golden Gate 
Bridge and for many Marin County highways and roads.

The quarry also supplied huge, whole boulders that were used to shore up Treasure Island for 
the opening of the 1939 Golden Gate International Exposition. The quarry used long conveyor 
belts that transported the finished rock down to the water’s edge, where it was loaded on to 
barges for transport.
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Hutchinson Quarry crushed rock was used throughout the Bay Area on dikes in the Sacramento 
Delta, for railroad beds in Oakland, as ballast for the Oakland-Bay Bridge and for access roads 
to the Golden Gate Bridge and for many Marin County highways and roads. The quarry also 
supplied huge, whole boulders that were used to shore up Treasure Island for the opening of the 
1939 Golden Gate International Exposition. The quarry used long conveyor belts that transported 
the finished rock down to the water’s edge, where it was loaded on to barges for transport.

By 1900, the Remillard Brick Company was the largest 
brick making firm on the Pacific Coast. The kiln supplied 
much of the brick required to rebuild San Francisco after the 
1906 Earthquake. The Remillards also provided the bricks for 
most of the early permanent buildings in Oakland and San 
Francisco, including the Bank of California, Shreve Building, 
Flood Building and the rebuilt Palace Hotel. According to the 
Oakland Tribune, at one time, every building made of brick in 
Oakland was made at least partially from Remillard bricks. By 
1879, the Remillards were producing 45,000,000 bricks a year 
and employed 400 people.

The Hutchinson Quarry’s story began in 1924 after Dwight and Hardy Hutchinson purchased 
75 acres on the San Quentin peninsula from the Remillard Brickyard family. he land was in the 
hills north of the Remillard brick kiln and was used as a quarry where a grinder produced crushed 
rock which was carried along conveyor belts to barges docked nearby and transported to various 
public works projects throughout the Bay Area until the late 1950s. 

The Quarry provided fill and base for Treasure Island, access roads for the Golden Gate Bridge, 
and Marin County highways and roads. Later, the City approved the development of 478 apart-
ments at this site. The Larkspur Ferry Terminal was constructed and dedicated in December 1976, 
with the construction of the Marin County Mart (Larkspur Landing Center) a few years later. 

Eleven of twelve Remillard siblings finally emigrated from Canada, led by 
the eldest, Helaire (1834 - 1902), who went to Boston at age 19 and the learned 
brickmaking craft. According to the Oakland Tribune, Helaire arrived in Cali-
fornia via the Nicaraguan route in 1854. He immediately headed to the placer 
mines in Auburn and made enough money to send for his brothers Peter and 
Edward. In 1864, Helaire, by then an ex-miner in the Gold Country, and some 
of his brothers established the Remillard Brick Company in East Oakland 
(some references list it as Remillard and Brothers). The family later expanded 
their business to manufacture bricks in Pleasanton, San Jose, and Greenbrae. 

Edward Remillard held many patents related to the improved process of making bricks.
Peter, (died 1904) the inventor of a new brick process, had an Oakland home that is now part 

of Preservation Park. Peter Remillard’s house may have served as the model for the Morse 
mansion in Jack London’s Martin Eden. Jack London knew the Remillard family well while he 
was growing up in Oakland. Lillian Remillard was born in Oakland in 1880 to Peter and Laurin 
Remillard (died 1934). 

After Peter’s death, Lillian and her daughter took over the family business. In 1932 she married 
a man of meager means who was 20 years her junior, but one who carried a title, the Conte 
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Alesandro Olioli Dandini di Cesena. This made Lillian the 
Countess Dandini and she became a fixture of high society, 
founding the da Vinci Society of San Francisco, the Pacific 
Musical Society and the Opera League of Oakland. She was 
also a generous patron to the De Young Museum and the 
California Palace of the Legion of Honor. The Count and 
Countess Dandini divorced after seven years of marriage.

In her later years, the Countess Dandini owned The 
Carolands, the famous Pullman mansion in Hillsbor-
ough. The Carolands was built with Remillard bricks 
and at the time it was the second largest private home in 
the United States and the largest west of the Mississippi 
River. The Countess Dandini died in 1973 at the age of 93. 
Her ex-husband, now remarried, sued to inherit her estate, but lost. Ironically, neither the family 
mausoleum or the Peter Remillard house is made of brick!

The Olema lime kilns, located just west of Highway 1 between Olema and Bolinas, have long 
aroused curiosity and spawned numerous theories. For over a hundred years visitors to the kilns 
have been scratching their heads. However, we can now finally dispel many of the old myths, 
including the myth that the kilns are of Russian origin. The need for fire-resistant brick edifices 
required both brick and lime mortar. Early on, builders sought local sources of limestone. Though 
they found some sources close to San Francisco, most had limited potential. By 1850, one source 
was uncovered on the east bank of Olema Creek. Most likely, local wood cutters happened 

upon the limestone as they cut down the forests of the 
Olema Valley to supply firewood to San Francisco’s 
ever-growing population.

The Olema source consists of Calera limestone in Fran-
ciscan rock which was formed from sediments on the 
ocean’s bottom. This type of rock is abundant in Marin’s 
landscape. The rock formed from these sediments is now 
primarily located east of the Point Reyes Peninsula. The 
Point Reyes body of limestone was likely offset from a 
much larger limestone deposit in the Santa Cruz area by 
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movement along the San Andreas Fault. Kilns are used to heat limestone to produce lime. The 
three kilns in Olema may have been erected in two phases. The smaller one on the right, desig-
nated Kiln #1, appears to have been built first and likely provided lime for the construction of the 
two larger kilns and the storage area on the left side of the complex. Highly fractured limestone 
from the bluff above the rear of the kilns would have been easily removed and loaded into the 
top of the kilns. At the time of abandonment, Kiln #1 was loaded with limestone and remains so. 
A provision in the lease indicates that the lime would be sent to the Embarcadero (most probably 
referring to Bolinas) by ox cart, from whence the lime could easily be shipped to San Francisco. 
Treganza concludes his article by saying: “That lime from the kilns ever reached San Francisco 
or any other destination is, however, unlikely, for only a brief period of operation is indicated, 
which probably resulted in considerable financial loss to the original builders and operators.”

Coal
Two hundred feet down the cliff, on the East 

side of the Marin Headlands from Deadman’s 
Point, lies an exposed coal vein that, according 
to the coal miner who discovered it, contains 
enough fuel to change the face of San Fran-
cisco. “I am of the opinion,” the man told the 
San Francisco Chronicle in 1891, “that it marks 
the opening of a vein of coal that will develop 
fully as good as any that can be found on the 
Pacific slope.”

Adolph Sutro owned the land where the coal 
was discovered and, after finding the quality 
to be higher than anything else on the West 
Coast, started development of a prospecting 

tunnel within days of Jackson’s discovery. Meanwhile, Jackson followed the vein north, clear 
through Marin County, finding deposits of coal the entire way, 30 feet underground. Every indi-
cation pointed to a bonanza of high quality coal just on the outskirts of the already booming 
Gold Rush city. 

Until that point, coal of this quality had to be shipped from as far away as Vancouver, British 
Columbia. Looking at the land now though, it’s clear that the vein was never fully exploited. 
The reason remains a mystery.

The only fragments of evidence that remain include a handful of newspaper 
articles from March and April of 1891, worn brick and iron infrastructure, 
and a 250-foot tunnel bored through solid rock, a portion of which cuts 
through a thick column of jet black bituminous coal. The tunnel and its open-
ings are only visible from the beach below and the beach is only accessible 
at exceptionally low tides, which means sea levels were lower back then 
before the Great Flood of 1805, that the natives refer to. Depending on the 
season, the level of sand can also vary dramatically, meaning the difference 
between walking on dry sand and wading through chest deep tide pools. 
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“Point Bonita Quarry (Fort Barry). U. S. Government, owner, under Engineer Corps, No. 414 
Custom House, San Francisco. This quarry is on the sea cliff within the Fort Barry reservation, just 
inside of the Golden Gate; elevation 50 to 100 feet (U.S.G.S.). The quarry was opened up in 1900 
to provide rock for concrete work in the fortifications. Since the first large job it has been worked 
only occasionally. The plant of 80 tons daily capacity is equipped with a No. 5 Gates gyratory 
crusher, 60 h.p. steam boiler (coal fired), 40 h.p. upright engine for hoist, 25 h.p. Westinghouse 
‘Junior’ engine, wire screen (for two sizes), and bucket elevator. The rock is a metamorphic sand-
stone with occasional fine limestone streaks. At two or three other points on the reservation there 
are small cuts in red Franciscan chert, utilized for road material.” 

“Marin Gravel Company. The Marin Gravel Company crushed rock from Franciscan chert on 
Lagunitas Creek 2 miles east of Point Reyes Station. The pit, which is on the south side of Black 
Mountain has but a single face, which is 100 feet long and 50 feet high. Blasting is required and 
holes are made with wagon drills. Broken rock is passed through a jaw crusher located on the hill 
just below the pit floor. A belt conveyor takes the product to the secondary crusher, a gyratory, 
and the product of this is sized by a Symons vibrating screen. Five sizes are produced and are 
placed in stock piles divided by vertical radial steel partitions. Underground chutes from these 
discharge to a common belt conveyor which leads to a smaller bin of several compartments at 
the road level. Here there is a washing plant and also an asphalt plant.” 

“Marin Rock Company. B. Brizzolara, president, 119 Jackson street, San Francisco; C. A. 
Macomber, superintendent, San Anselmo. This quarry is on the west edge of San Anselmo, at 
an elevation of 100 feet (U.S.G.S.). Work began in 1909. The rock is a metamorphic sandstone, in 
parts serpentinized. There are also streaks of a soft black clay gouge, slickensided. The hardest 
and cleanest of the rock is used for rubble. A derrick raises the rock in skips to the crusher. A 
30 h.p. motor runs the compressor, and a 7 ½ h.p. the hoist. There are two other motors for the 
crushing and screening machinery, 10 and 5 h.p. A gasoline engine was formerly used. The coarser 
breaking is done with a jaw crusher, and the finer by a Gates ‘D’ gyratory. The revolving screens 
make four sizes of product. The company also has a Springfield traction road roller for street 
work. Twelve or fifteen men are required when in full operation (50 tons per day capacity). The 
waste is used for fills about town.” 
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“Fort Baker Quarry. U. S. Government, owner. Palmer, McBride & Quayle of San Francisco 
have a contract to deliver to the Exposition grounds in San Francisco 75,000 cubic yards or more 
(but not to exceed 120,000 cubic yards) for road building. They are equipped to handle 1500 tons 
per day at the quarry, but the unloading facilities at the Exposition can as yet take care of only 
500 tons. A steam shovel, oil burning, is used and two small locomotives with dump car trains. 
The barges carry 250 to 300 cubic yards and a locomotive crane with clam shell bucket unloads 
them. Twenty-three men were employed (November, 1913). 

“The rock is taken from the hill back of the guardhouse and the barracks. It is a much altered 
and fractured Franciscan metamorphic sandstone, dark greenish and brown in color and fine 
grained. Back of the hospital there is a small quarry in red chert, which is used occasionally for 
road repairs around the reservation.” 

Who Built the Many Train Tunnels in the late 1800’s ?
Marin County Journal on July 1, 1875: Ground Broken for the Tunnel Yesterday

The business arrangements and prepara-
tions for work lately made by the Sonoma 
and Marin Railroad Company have been 
sharp and decisive and the work is already 
under way at several points along the line.

“The advance guard of Chinamen, 
numbering about 75, struck camp yesterday, 
and more are coming right along. The tunnel 
will be 1,100 feet long and its approaches 
1,300 -the northern 600, and the southern 
700 feet. The work will be prosecuted from 
each end, with night and day gangs and the 
estimated progress will be 23 to 25 feet per 
week at each end. This will finish it before 
the year closes. Gangs of Chinese pitched 
their tents on the section below the Haystack 
last Thursday and commenced the grading. 
Hurrah for the Railroad!” 

Tiburon had 2 railroads, one going around 
the East side of Paradise that included 5 
tunnels constructed through hills and rock. 
Larkspur had 5 tunnels dug, Fairfax, two 
through Whites Pass and several over Mill 

Valley to Bolinas and beyond. All requiring mass excavation, precision engineering, mass man 
power and horses/oxen to somehow haul out all the rock and debris and puts somewhere.

One tunnel being the San Rafael from Larkspur called The 135-year-old Puerto Suello Hill 
train tunnel in San Rafael. will need more work than previously expected to get it ready for rail 
service in 2016.
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Alto Tunnel between Mill Valley and Corte Madera

Alto Tunnel, connecting Southern Marin to Northern Marin required almost a mile of tunnel 
carved through some rock hundreds of feet below the surface. How did they do that so well 
and so accurate and where did they get the concrete, mortar, etc. from?

In 1884, the Alto Tunnel was constructed by Northwestern Pacific Railroad serving the Corte 
Madera to Sausalito communities. The 2,173-foot-long tunnel has a cross section 16 feet wide by 
20 feet high. A single narrow-gauge track served the railroad. The Northwestern Pacific Railroad 
(RR) was a joint venture of Southern Pacific RR and Santa Fe RR. The 2,200-foot tunnel, was open 
from 1884 to 1971.

Before 1870, underground-mine drilling and blasting were accomplished with hand-drills 
and black powder we are told. Technological Developments inexpensive black powder was 
employed by prospectors and miners until about the 1880s and required a generous-sized 
drill hole, typically prepared by double jacking. Dynamite (which came to be known as “Giant 
Powder,” based on the success of the Giant Powder Company) had been introduced in Cali-
fornia in 1867, a few years after its development by Alfred Nobel. Its cost exceeded that of black 
powder by as much as an order of magnitude. Its success in blasting railroad tunnels, as well 
as the additional safety that it afforded, compensated for its cost, however, and its adoption 
for hard-rock mining evolutionized the industry. It required a much smaller drill hole per 
charge, a hole that could be drilled efficiently by single jacking. By the 1890s, dynamite was in 
widespread use in mining. 

Think about how you had to be exact in grade and precision to drill and pick and blast through 
a hillside with rocks and 1/3rd of a mile later meet the other crew starting with pick and shovel 
from the other side. Think about all the debris that would need to be removed, how perfect the 
grades had to be, how were they able to reinforce the rock walls and concrete that lasts still to 
this day with only horse n’ buggy?

White’s Hill, Fairfax Tunnel 
The Northwestern Pacific Railroad had a line through White Hill. For two years in the early 

1870s, and again in 1903-1904, hundreds of Chinese laborers were said to have been used, yet 
hundreds of Chinese laborers were also used for the transcontinental railroad from both sides, 
brought over by Freemason “Stealin’ Leland Stanford, Founder of Stanford University. The 
Chinese encampment was just about where the White School, a former garbage dump of the Smith 
Brothers, sits today. Endless wheelbarrows-full of tunnel-building debris (including chemical 
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and explosives waste) were also just dumped anywhere convenient, mostly on and around the 
current school campus. 

In order for trains to travel between the San Geronimo Valley and Manor, the narrow gauge 
required two tunnels to get through Whites Hill: “a small one at the bottom behind White Hill 
School and the longer one at the top, which passed directly under the current [Sir Francis Drake 
Boulevard] pass,” historian Dewey Livingston of Inverness told me.These were replaced in 1904 
by the Bothin Tunnel on the south side of Woodacre. The Bothin Tunnel was sized to accommo-
date standard-gauge railroad cars, which in 1920 took over the stretch from Point Reyes Station 
east to Manor. After the standard gauge shut down in 1933, the Bothin Tunnel remained open 
primarily for fire engines from the county fire department in Woodacre en route to fires in East 
Marin. After many years, however, the Bothin Tunnel was closed by a fire and cave-in.
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Chapter 12

The “Cancer Cluster of Marin County”

As shown, Marin was extricating and mining that polluted the waterways and lands of 
Marin County still to this day, yet no “qualified doctors and scientists” even try to correlate 
the toxic legacy of all the mining and resource extraction that went on back then.

The Marin Syndrome
According to an 

in-depth investigation 
conducted by the Centers 
for Disease Control in 
the late 1990s, the high-
er-than-average use 
of mammography by 
affluent white women in 
the Bay Area accounted 
for that population’s 
elevated breast cancer 
incidence rates. At the 
time, local public health 
officials and breast cancer 
activists emphatically 
discounted the agency’s 
report as biased.

The C.D.C.’s critique of 
research published by the 
Cancer Prevention Insti-
tute of California was 
popularly dismissed as 
politically motivated, and 
the San Francisco Chron-
icle led the local media 
in treating the Marin 
breast cancer cluster as 
scientifically unassail-
able. Lacking any hard 
evidence of causation, 
they tagged the most 
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likely culprits as excessive alcohol use, higher-than-average use of hormone replacement therapy 
and not bearing children. They explicitly excluded environmental factors and the quality of cancer 
registry data as explanatory of the strangely elevated rates.

Yet no studies connected the toxic waste of mercury mine tailings that have gotten more toxic 
over time and the many toxic dump sites throughout Marin, many with schools built over them!

http://schoolsondumps.blogspot.com/

The above list of schools are toxic waste dump sites that schools were built upon. Do you think 
whomever approved this really cared about the children and school faculty with the toxic legacy 
continuing on to this day?

Next, we will look at the Smith brothers’ dump. Once the new White’s Pass tunnel was finished, 
Thomas Roy built a home just up the valley from White Hill Middle School’s current location. 
By the 1930s, the Roy family sold the home and surrounding property to the Smith brothers, 
who ran Marin County’s garbage dumps. The “Roy Ranch” property then became known as 
the “Smith Ranch.” Plenty of dumping was done on that property over the years, even though 
it was not one of the Smith brothers’ “official” dumps. (The Smiths also owned another “Smith 
Ranch” dump north of San Rafael, which is why we have Smith Ranch Road.)

The (former) Fairfax School District bought the 20 acre Smith Ranch site in February 1965 with a 
plan to build a school at that location. Dumping continued. Mind you, there was NO RECYCLING 
of construction waste going on in the early ’70s, not even here in Marin County. EVERYTHING 
was either burned at the construction site or thrown into landfills. Even recycling of household 
waste in Marin was in its infancy; it was totally optional and you had to actually bring your 
recyclables once a week to a special location. In this case, the construction company got a sweet 
deal — they didn’t have to pay landfill fees to dump all their waste. The merely drove it over 
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to White Hill School, threw it on the ground, poured some dirt on top and then bull-dozed that 
dirt so it was nice and smooth.

We are talking about an 88 acre development with 
109 condo housing units, with full dining, tennis, 
gymnasium and other high-end recreational facilities. 
How about thousands of paint cans, all with lead 
paint. How about thousands of used caulking tubes 
and “guns” with caulk containing cancer-causing 
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs). How about rampant 

asbestos and more PCBs from insulation, roofing, floor tiles, and all kinds of other stuff. How 
about plasterboard (i.e. drywall or sheetrock), which is broken down in landfill conditions 
to release the toxic gas hydrogen sulfide. There are MANY other kinds of hazardous or toxic 
construction waste, in addition to the dirt, tree stumps etc. that were excavated from the Cañon 
Village Tennis Condominium site.
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The STILL Toxic Mercury Mines of Marin County
Mercury contamination is a public health 

concern; most humans are exposed to harmful 
amounts of mercury through eating contaminated 
fish and shellfish. Toxic levels of mercury have 
been found to be present in more than 180 reser-
voirs and rivers in the state, making some of the 
fish unsafe for human or wildlife consumption. 

California miners used an estimated 10 million 
pounds of mercury from the 1860s through the 
early 1900s. Most of it was released to the envi-
ronment as tailings and mercury vapor and ran 
off into state water supplies used in farming.

Few are even aware, but red mercury aka quick-
silver, was/is used to provide free energy when 
used with copper domes and Wifi antennas of 
yesteryear. It is also used with copper domes 
we see in state capitol buildings and cathedrals 
worldwide. This is why most domes of the past 

were built with copper. California mercury mines produced roughly half of the world supply. 
Free energy was available to all if they had red mercury to use.

The mercury produced in California had a high trade value 
and it was successfully sold throughout the Pacific Basin and 
the world. In fact, half of all California mercury produced in the 
nineteenth century was exported. Although the sale value of 
mercury could be lucrative, this value paled in comparison 
with the wealth and power to had by controlling the mercury 
supply made controlling the narrative of free energy for all 
essential. 

To hide the amazing free energy principles from the public, 
red mercury stories were fabricated to the public like how 
the Russians had acquired red mercury and were making 
nuclear weapons made from this precious metal aka the 
“Red Scare”.

The largest mercury mines were in New Almaden, just 
south of Silicon Valley. Red mercury, or cinnabar, was known 
to be used for free energy devices, though you will not find this information on mainstream 
reporting. They only will tell all that Russia had red mercury and could of used it in nuclear devices 
to “blow up the world” but red mercury has also been denied as being even a real mineral…yet 
they were used in nearly all early TV’s, as just one example of another mass media cover up. 
(Remember, Tesla was said to invented and proven free energy back in the early 1900’s).

Mercury is not harmful in its pure form but add it to bacteria and it becomes a severe toxin 
called Methylmercury. Methylmercury (CH3Hg+) is a potent neurotoxin that impairs the nervous 
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system. Fetuses and young children are more sensitive to 
methylmercury exposure than adults. Methylmercury can 
cause many types of problems in children, including damage to the 
brain and nervous system, mental impairment, seizures, abnormal 
muscle tone, and problems in coordination. 

Therefore, the consumption guidelines in areas where 
CH3Hg+ is known to occur in fish at potentially harmful 
levels tend to be more restrictive for children as well as for 
pregnant women, nursing mothers, and other women of 
childbearing age. 

Gambonini Mine

“Nobody would say that we’re done, but we no longer have 15 river miles of fish kills, so we are 
making progress in remediating the mine problem in California.” 

About 170 pounds of mercury eroded 
from the mine site, flowed into Walker 
Creek and slipped into Tomales Bay over 
two decades. The state has since worked 
to contain the site, and between 2000 and 
2009, the average total mercury in sediment 
in the Walker Creek delta decreased by 43 
percent. 

In the left ‘before’ photo, there was a 
mass-wasting process,” she said. “I know 
this looks like a small site from this photo 
but those gullies are impressive; there were 
cars dumped in the bottom of those gullies. 
It wasn’t really vegetated, so it was a huge 

mass wasting problem that was coming downstream.” The San Francisco Bay Water Board staff 
went out and did extensive water quality measurements as well as collecting grab samples 
beforehand. “My predecessors did a mass loading calculation that showed that over 80 kilo-
grams of mercury were released from this site in a two-month period in a wet El Nino winter in 
January-February 1998,” Ms. Chris Austin reported. 

“There was a wonderful response to this quantified problem, and the US EPA Superfund 
emergency response came out and they remediated the site. They treated like a typical land slide 
situation and a landslide repair, so what you can see on the right are the engineering results. 
They brought out the heavy equipment and moved a lot of the mining waste into the pit; they 
filled a dynamited hill at the top of the hill, and then benched and properly sloped the front face 
of that mining waste pile. They put in storm drainage controls so the run on is directed away 
from the front face, and each of those benches has a V ditch that connects either to pipes or to 
creeks, so that you don’t have the water running down the front face, you have it running across 
the side and not causing erosion.” Ms. Austin emphasized that this was treated as an erosion 



Chapter 12: The “Cancer Cluster of Marin County”  221

control site, not a landfill with a liner and a cover. “The mining waste was simply moved around, 
compost was added, and a big native seed gathering and plants were germinated; lots of seeds 
were broadcast over it. 

Franciscan and Cycle Mines nee Soulajule Reservoir
Soulajule, completed in 1980 for $16 million, was built on top 

of remnants of the Franciscan and Cycle mines and a tailings 
pile, among other remains of mining operations, officials said. 
It is ranked 13th in California for the highest levels of mercury.

The area is rich in cinnabar ore, which was pulverized, 
milled, then heated in a distillery to produce mercury in a 
liquid form. The mercury was used in thermometers, dental 
fillings, fluorescent lights and high-temperature military 
gauges. At the time, mercury was listed by the military as a 
controlled substance, which increased its value. In 1970, the 
military removed mercury from its list of controlled materials, 
the market for mercury dropped and the mining operations 
went out of business. They left behind abandoned mines and 
“tailings,” residues produced by the crushing and milling of 
cinnabar ore.

Ignacio/Hamilton Air Force Base
Historic contamination of DDT’s throughout the property; groundwater contamination and 

inadequate monitoring; transportation of toxics off site by groundwater, surface water, and 
stormwater; lack of hydro geologic studies to determine overall potential movement of toxics; 
inadequate remediation of certain sites; failure to include a watershed wide perspective and 
impact of HAFB’s environmental issues.

US Navy discovered major contamination from leaking fuel tanks: Benzene plume, MTBE 
Plume, and associated VOC’s and metals. These plumes vary in size, extending from Main 
Entrance Road and into southwest corner of landfill 26; benzene plume inside MTBE plume 
extends across C street and to the north. It has been confirmed that the MTBE plume is within 
the Shea Homes subdivision property, has crossed Pacheco Creek, and storm drain systems for 
the roads and subdivisions. According to a Regional Board representative, the NEX site MTBE/
Benzene discharge to groundwater is one of the largest in California.

Pacheco Creek: Sediment contained above background levels of barium, boron, lead, mercury, 
vanadium, zinc, unknown petroleum hydrocarbons, and Polynuclear Aromatics (PNA’s – known 
and suspected carcinogens). Sediment samples from August 2001, showed DDT’s at 132ppb, while 
samples taken in the same general vicinity by the Army, approximately 8 years prior, showed 
7500ppb, indicating historic contamination is continuing to leach from the site. Currently, the 
outer edge of the MTBE plume crosses the creek (lower concentration area) where it daylights, but 
a storm pipe is diverting the central (higher concentration) part of the plume into the creek. The 
last sampling report showed concentrations of MTBE at 2400 ppb discharging from the culvert. 
Pacheco Creek discharges into Pacheco Pond/Ignacio Reservoir, then into Novato Creek, Bel 
Marin Keys and San Pablo Bay.
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Chapter 13

Naval Maneuvers in Paradise

Paradise Cay, Tiburon

On the east side of Tiburon is Paradise Cay that at one 
time was a codfish hatchery, coal supplying station 
and naval military base that made steel netting to 

keep submarines out of the SF harbor during WWII.
The site was commercially developed first by William 

Lynde and Howard Hough. They bought the property 
from Dr. Benjamin and Hilarita Lyford for $10,000 in 1877. 
They ran one of the largest Alaskan codfish canneries of the 
Pacific here until 1904 when they merged with Union Fish Company.
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The site was commercially developed first by William Lynde and Howard Hough. They 
bought the property from Dr. Benjamin and Hilarita Lyford for $10,000 in 1877. They ran one 
of the largest Alaskan codfish canneries of the Pacific here until 1904 when they merged with 
Union Fish Company. 

The Navy promptly snapped up this 
property along the eastern shore of the 
Tiburon peninsula in 1904 for the hefty sum 
of $80,000. It was particularly attractive 
to the Navy because it had a port deep 
enough to wharf battleships.

Construction began on a coaling dock, 
large gantry crane, underwater coal 
bunkers and overhead coals derricks, an 

L-shaped wharf-trestle, coal-hoisting tower, cable railway, and power plant. 
In the 1908 Annual Report, the Secretary of the Navy reported that coal storage capacity was 

at 20,000 tons and predicted, “this coal depot will probably prove itself the most important place 
for coaling ships of war on the Pacific Coast.”24 Other coaling stations were located at Sitka, 
Puget Sound, and Mare Island. Where cod drying racks previously stood, thousands of tons of 
coal were stored in massive piles, awaiting Navy vessels that came to refuel. Because steaming 
coal appropriate for U.S. Navy vessels had not been discovered on the West Coast, all coal stored 
at the subject site was shipped all the way from the East Coast. 

The Great “White” Fleet World Tour
The Navy built and 

ran the first Naval 
coaling station in the 
Pacific coast until 
1930 when most ships 
converted to oil. The 
highlight came in 1908 
when Teddy Roos-
evelt’s Great White 
Fleet, consisting of 
sixteen battleships 
plus support vessels, 
docked here to refuel 
before continuing 
on its famous cruise 
around the world. Its 
mission was to show 
its force and power 
to numerous coun-
tries, while displaying 
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America’s new naval power to the world. It consisted of 16 battleships divided into two squad-
rons, along with various escorts. 

The Great White Fleet was the popular nickname for the 
powerful United States Navy battle fleet that circumvented 
the world to show off the US Naval power and control of the 
oceans from 16 December 1907, to 22 February 1909, by order 
of United States President Theodore Roosevelt.

The fleets first stop was Port of Spain, then Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, unto Arenas, Chile, Magdalena Bay Mexico arriving in 
San Francisco on May 6, 1908.

The second leg of the voyage was on the West Coast between 
San Francisco and Puget Sound again. The third leg of the 

journey began on July 7, 1908. The fleet then went to Honolulu, Auckland, Sydney, Melbourne, 
Albany (Western Australia), Manila, Yokohama Japan, Amoy China, and Manila again. The fleet 
set off for its final let on December 1, 1908, from Manila. The fleet stopped at Colombo Ceylon, 
Suez Egypt Gibraltar and finally arriving back in the last days of the Roosevelt administration 
on February 22, 1909, at Hampton Roads Virginia.

The voyage in which 14,000 naval personnel took place went off without any significant tech-
nical hitches. The fleet was met with enthusiastic crowds who came to see the white ships of 
the US fleet. The voyage showed that America was now a world power who could no longer be 
ignored in international matters. America was now entirely on the world stage.

Sailing under command of Rear Admiral Robley Evans, the fleet consisted of the battleships 
USS Kearsarge, USS Alabama, USS Illinois, USS Rhode Island , USS Maine, USS Missouri, USS Ohio, 
USS Virginia, USS Georgia, USS New Jersey, USS Louisiana, USS Connecticut, USS Kentucky, USS 
Vermont, USS Kansas, and USS Minnesota. These were supported by a Torpedo Flotilla of seven 
destroyers and five fleet auxiliaries. Departing the Chesapeake on December 16, 1907, the fleet 
steamed past the presidential yacht Mayflower as they left Hampton Roads.

The Mill Valley Record announced, “Practically all the businessmen of Mill Valley have reached 
an agreement to close their places of business the day of the fleet’s arrival, from 9 o’clock in the 
morning until 6 o’clock in the evening. The only exceptions will be the hotels and restaurants, 
which must necessarily keep open. Both of the butcher shops will remain closed during the day, 
so those who wish to get meat for Wednesday’s dinner must do so early in the morning or wait 
until after six o’clock. Mill Valley, like every town in the county, will be almost completely deserted 
from noon until nightfall. There will be no one to fight fire and a blaze of any kind might result 
in incalculable damage.” 

The US Net Depot
As the scepter of war loomed large, the Navy 

re-appropriated the property and created the Naval 
Net Depot to produce the submarine nets that would 
protect all of the important ports of the West coast. 
Over 100,000 tons of netting were produced here 
during the war. Their biggest assignment was to 
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create and install the 7 miles of iron netting to be stretched from Sausalito to the San Francisco 
Marina to protect the bay from torpedoes and submarines. 
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The site continued to expand during the war with the purchase of land from the John Roebling’s 
Sons Company. The Floating Drydock Training Center Annex was built in 1942 and it was used 
to train thousands of officers and men for overseas ship repair in the Pacific front. This additional 
nineteen-acre site, home of to a second naval base in Tiburon Peninsula, is currently the site of 
Paradise Park.

The Naval Net Depot continued to be used until after the Korean War and it officially closed 
its doors in 1958. The property transferred from the Navy to the Department of Commerce at 
that point.

Note the train with tracks laid on heavy piers in 
Paradise Cay! There were 5 tunnels dug on the East 
side of Tiburon for resource extraction from Marin 
and North Bay lands, yet historical records fail to 
record where the tunnels were.

A war diary for the depot describes the early 
days as “extremely arduous.” The site needed to be 
upgraded and repurposed from its fuel depot period. 
All leftover coal was removed; a railroad previously 
used for transporting coal was rerouted and utilized 
to move nets onto the wharf for launching. The 
old coaling train was nicknamed “The Toonerville 
Trolley.” 

In 1940, the U.S. Navy filled in the site’s natural cover and created 
a concrete slab supported by a seawall. Over 100,000 tons of netting 

would be produced on the 
concrete slab.

During the Depression, the 
Navy loaned the site to the state 
of California. The first nautical 
training school in California was 
inaugurated here and remained 
until 1940 when the school 
moved to Vallejo. The school 
became the California Maritime Academy and it trained 
officers for the country’s merchant fleet until the beginning 
of WWII.

During the 1930s part of the property was used as the 
staging ground for the construction of the Golden Gate 
Bridge. The construction company of John Roebling and 
Sons set up their operations here in 1933 and were respon-
sible for spinning the cables for the Golden Gate Bridge. 

The site then starts a new era as a research center. It 
housed National Maritime Fisheries Service’s South-
west Fisheries Center as well as Minerals Management 
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Technology Center. During the 60s the navy intended to revert the site to military purposes to 
test missiles, but due to public outcry, it’s designated as a marine research facility known as the 
Tiburon Marin Laboratory. 

In 1975, the Federal Government declared the former Navy Net Depot a surplus property. San 
Francisco State University submitted a proposal to develop a field station and marine laboratory 
site dedicated to the study of San Francisco Bay. In 1978 The Tiburon Center for Environmental 
Studies was established here by Paul F. Romberg, the then president of SF State.

Today, all that is left of 
the Navy’s presence is a 
three-acre site used for 
instrument testing. The 
net depot site houses the 
Romberg Tiburon Center 
for Environmental Studies 
operated by San Fran-
cisco State University. The 
former Floating Dry Dock 
Training Center Annex is 
now Paradise Beach County 
Park, and the part of the 
base west of Paradise Drive 
became Tiburon Upland 
Nature Reserve. 

Note the coal resource extraction 
cuts south of the white buildings
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East Tiburon’s “El Campo”
Today’s Paradise Park, on the East shore of the 

Tiburon Peninsula, was once known as “El Campo” 
and was a popular destination for excursionists 
and for groups seeking an idyllic spot to picnic. “El 
Campo” was established by the San Francisco & 
North Pacific Railroad in 1891 and attracted large 
crowds who arrived by ferry to enjoy its natural 
beauty and protected location. Amenities included 
a dance pavilion, bowling alley, rowboats and picnic 
tables. 

A July 19, 1891 San Francisco Call article reports on 
opening day at El Campo:

A DAY AT EL CAMPO

It is a Pretty Place for Picnicking and Camping; Three Hundred Visitors on the First Trip A Place 
Where Hoodlums Cease From Troubling and the Weary Are at Rest

Just three miles east of Tiburon, on the mainland of Marin, is a pleasant little nook embayed 
from the aggressive cold winds and fogs; a place abounding in cunning nooks, bosky glens 
and cool verdurous shade; a spot hereafter to be known to the respectable section of the picnic 
community as El Campo.

The San Francisco and North Pacific Railroad formally inaugurated the opening of the picnic 
grounds yesterday by a water party on the steamer Ukiah. 

Invitations had been sent to about 500 persons and 300 responded. Among those who accepted 
the company’s hospitality were: Judge Garvey of Ukiah, Luman Wadham, Carlton C. Crane, J. 
F. McCarty, Samuel Miller, Jesse Mehan, Amos Burr, Colonel F. S. Chadbourne, W. D. Sanborn, 
Colonel Edwards, W. F. K. Zook, Russell J. Wilson, Henry T. Scott, Gordon E. Sloss, George Bower, 
Martin Corcoran and about 100 representatives of the railroad interests. 

There were fully 100 ladies in the party, and to enliven matters en route Blum’s Band was 
taken along. The Ukiah left the wharf at 1 o’clock in the afternoon and took the route skirting 
Angel Island on the east side, so as to avoid the tide-rip through Raccoon Straits. The weather 
was perfection, and the afternoon breeze was not only sharp enough to dispel the summer heat, 
but sufficiently pronounced to drive the more delicate members of the expedition under cover. 
Once under the lee of Angel Island and the air became soft and balmy, a condition of affairs 
which was universally commented on when the party left the steamer at the new landing stage, 
a couple of hundred yards from the new picnic grounds at El Campo, and one mile from the old 
ship-breaking yard at California City.
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Chapter 14

Marin Cities Origins

Sausalito, Belvedere, Tiburon, Mill Valley, Marin City, Corte Madera, Green-
brae, Bolinas, Larkspur, San Anselmo, San Quentin, San Rafael, Marinwood, 
Lucas Valley, Nicasio and Lord Fairax

Sausalito got its name from the first person to sail a ship through the Golden Gate, Juan 
Manuel de Ayala, who dropped anchor in the little cove that has so informed the history 
of the area and gave it the Spanish name for “willow tree,” after the thickets growing along 

its shores. The city has been shaped by its proximity to water and its location along Marin’s 
southernmost banks ever since.

Whalers were the next wave of seafarers to take advantage of the tranquil cove and the fresh-
water springs found in its hills. They were followed in 1826 by John Reed, a prominent figure in 
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Marin’s historical chronicles; he operated a tiny ferryboat between his shack on Shelter Cove and 
the pueblo of Yerba Buena (now San Francisco) before snagging for himself a lucrative land grant 
from the Mexican government. Fellow adventurer William Richardson (whose own 19,000-acre 
grant, Rancho Saucelito, dwarfed Reed’s relatively piddling 4,000 acres) was next on the scene. 
A jaunty Englishman who, like Reed, had married one of the Presidio commandant’s beautiful 
daughters, Richardson was named captain of the port of Yerba Buena and, in this capacity, charted 
the shoreline of San Francisco Bay.

Sausalito obviously appealed to him more than the rest of the bayshore, as he settled here 
with his family in 1841, running his rancho, plying the bay in three schooners, serving as a local 
justice of the peace and supplying fresh water to the San Francisco elite, who found the Sausalito 
product tastier than the stuff found in San Francisco’s inadequate springs and wells. (His Saucelito 
Water Works was established in 1850; its spring-supplied tank was so sturdily built, it were the 
order of the day-at one of them, future Civil War general William Tecumseh Sherman courted a 
comely Richardson daughter.

The Bear Flag Republic ended Mexico’s dominion over California. Rancho-related legal tangles 
quickly wiped out most of Richardson’s holdings, and when he died in debt in 1856 his lawyer, 
Samuel Throckmorton, inherited most of the estate. Sausalito was then made up of little more 
than a sawmill, a hotel and the occasional home (some of which had been brought in sections 
around Cape Horn); and even these were dismantled and sent upriver to Sacramento to rebuild 
that city after the fire of 1852.

Then, in 1868, twenty San Francisco speculators bought three miles of Sausalito waterfront 
from Sam Throckmorton, divided it into lots and parcels, laid out streets and instituted a regular 
ferry run to the city (25 cents to North Beach). Within a decade the burgeoning city boasted a 
newspaper, a stable, shops, saloons, hotels, two yacht clubs and a Methodist church, which only 
lasted three years. Young William Randolph Hearst installed his then-mistress Tessie Powers in 
his Sausalito digs while he went about the business of making his new toy, “The Examiner”, a 
growing concern. But Hearst’s plans for a perhaps overly grand hillside home were transferred 
down the coast, to San Simeon, leaving its massive foundation behind.

The North Pacific Coast Railway, which built its southernmost terminal and machine shop in 
Sausalito, attracted a new wave of Chinese and Portuguese immigrants to go with the town’s 
many Greeks, Scots, Irishmen and Germans. (The Portuguese are especially prominent in the 
city’s history through their annual Pentecost Festival, when cattle festooned in bells and flowers 
were driven overland all the way from Bolinas to be sold at auction in Sausalito.) The town 
incorporated in 1893, about the same time Jack London wrote “The Sea Wolf” in a house at the 
south end of Bridgeway.

By the turn of the century, the resort of Sausalito boasted many a summertime attraction: bathing, 
fishing, yachting, picnicking (especially in Wildwood Glen with its oompah bands, reservoir and 
treasure-laden Indian mound) and (if you were one of the wealthy San Franciscans targeted by 
the town fathers) dwelling in one of the city’s many elaborate hilltop villas. A French restaurant 
at Caledonia and Pine streets kept a bowl of live frogs on its bar.

Earthier pleasures were also available; three lowdown hotels burned to the ground during one 
particularly convivial Independence Day celebration. 
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A ballot box-stuffing scam was linked to the town’s even more profitable bookie establish-
ments. Opium smoking, prizefighting and pool playing were a way of life. On the other hand, 
the powerful Sausalito Women’s Club not only protected the city’s trees from developers, it 
integrated the board of trustees, sponsored municipal street lighting, hired a town constable and 
purchased the fountain and the elephant statues that now grace Vina del Mar Plaza. Sausalito 
still had plenty of wicked spirit, however, and its location near the Golden Gate made it a foggy 
haven for Canadian rum-runners during Prohibition. 

Sausalito’s Raisin King
The Holly Oaks villa, built in 1887 by pioneer 

fruit packer and shipping agent, George W. Meade 
(known as “The Raisin King”), was the crown jewel 
of Sausalito homes and establishments for many 
decades. Located at 106 Harrison Avenue it was 
noted for its ornate Victorian architecture, exqui-
site interior furnishings, and unparalleled views 
of the San Francisco Bay and nearby Angel Island 
and Yerba Buena (then Goat Island). At the time, 
Sausalito had a slightly scandalous reputation as 
a rugged, untamed fishing village inhabited by mostly English and Portuguese fisherman or 
wealthy yachting enthusiasts 

looking to escape the foggy, urban environs of San Francisco. The Meade family brought a 
certain air of respectability to the growing town and local newspapers like the Sausalito News 
and San Francisco Call frequently reported on the many visitors and occasional luminaries who 
came to stay at Holly Oaks. The Meade family’s ownership of Holly Oaks did not last long though, 
as they put the house up for rent in 1890 just before embarking on a long European Tour. Within 
a few years the stately home had been sold and converted into a luxury hotel and guest house, 
now named ‘Hollyoaks’. 

Mill Valley
Irishman John Reed and Englishman William Rich-

ardson owned southern Marin back in the early 1830’s. 
Their grants, which effectively bisect present-day Mill 
Valley. Reed built his famous sawmill on Cascade Creek 
in Richardson’s territory. 

The mill, built in 1834, was successful enough to estab-
lish the future town as an important lumbering center 
and Reed lived happily ever after with the daughter of 
the Presidio’s commandant. 

Meanwhile, a healthy chunk of Richardson’s rancho-
since deeded to and lost by one Samuel Throckmorton-was subdivided, surveyed and laid out 
by the newly formed Tamalpais Land & Water Company, headed by a powerful and pervasive 
shareholder in the Northwestern Pacific Railroad named Joseph Eastland. Eastland ordered a 
spur line constructed deeper into the valley and hired engineer M.M. O’Shaughnessy of Hetch 
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Hetchy fame to create a new municipality out of the slopes and gulleys of this still-treeless locale 
(Reed and company had done their job so well, “the redwoods” meant Muir Woods, and only 
Muir Woods after Mt. Tamalpais was denuded of its ancient trees).

O’Shaughnessy carefully acknowledged the natural environment with an intricate system 
of footpaths and connecting staircases, reserving space for churches, schools and parks, and 
damming Cascade Creek to provide the town with a water supply. 

In May of 1890 properties were offered up at a lively auction attended by 3,000 people. Two 
hundred acres were parceled off, much of it to San Franciscans looking to build their own weekend 
cottages, and the town of Eastland was born. (It didn’t become Mill Valley until the city was 
officially incorporated in 1900.)

The Mill Valley & Mt. Tamalpais Scenic 
Railway was established in 1896, drawing 
hundreds of visitors into town each weekend 
along with those Bay Area hikers who’d been 
appreciating the beauties of the mountain for 
decades. (In 1892, 30 donkeys and a guide from 
the Swiss Alps led a party of adventurers in 
Tyrolean attire to the summit of Mount Tam.) 

With the town’s incorporation came a new 
respectability. The village’s lotus-eating ambi-
ance had inspired the establishment of over a 
dozen saloons, or one for every 50 residents, many 
of them located in Jagtown, the red light district on 
the uphill side of East Blithedale Avenue. 

Belvedere/Valentine Island
Belvedere has been connected to Tiburon, physically and otherwise, throughout their mutual 

history. Originally known by the Spanish as “The Pasture of Shark Point,” for 30 years the whole 
mile-by-half-mile “island” was the home of bigwig Israel Kashow. He squatted here in 1855, raising 
sheep and cattle and establishing his very own codfishery, where 700 tons of fish were cured each 
year by 100 Chinese workers. Kashow lost ownership of the island to New York attorney James 
C. Bolton in 1868, who won the real estate on behalf of John Reed’s heirs and received as his fee 
half of the land in question. Kashow, however, refused to leave for 16 years, despite President 
Andrew Johnson, who claimed Belvedere for the military in 1867, and new owner Thomas B. 
Valentine, who brought his case all the way to Washington in 1884 and won in the process 7,845 
acres of Marin’s primest real estate, gloriously undeveloped.

In the early 1850s Kashow ran a store and chandlery on the San Francisco waterfront. At that 
time he was also married to two women. In 1838 he had married his first wife, Mary Stivers, 
and was supposed to send her means to meet him in San Francisco but instead he married Jane 
Williams in 1851. In 1853 Mary did come west and charged him with bigamy. She was granted a 
divorce decree in 1854. Just four months later Jane died unexpectedly in Hawaii and was buried 
at Waikiki. The following year Kashow married his third wife, Jane’s cousin Elizabeth. He and 
Elizabeth had six children in the 11 years before she died in 1866. Kashow married his fourth 
wife Sophie Ormsby in 1870.
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Belvedere Cove, originally named Stillwater Bay, separates what was first named El Potrero 
de la Punta del Tiburon, then Still Island, Peninsula Island, and finally Belvedere Island, from 
present-day Corinthian Island and the Tiburon mainland. These islands were part of the 8,000-
acre Mexican land grant of Rancho Corte Madera del Presidio that was given to John Thomas 
Reed in 1834.

Belvedere Island (formerly, El Potrero de la Punta del Tiburon, Kashow’s Island, Peninsula 
Island, Promontory Island, and Still Island) is a rocky island in the San Francisco Bay in Marin 
County, California which was formerly separated by a marsh from the mainland, though has 
since been linked by two spits. Part of the town of Belvedere, California is located on the island.

In 1855 Kashow settled on the peninsula known today as Belvedere. The area was included in 
the Rancho Corte Madera del Presidio granted to John Reed in 1834. Reed pioneered a pasture on 
the land but it languished in the years after his 1842 death. In the mid-1850s the land was appar-
ently abandoned. By 1860 Kashow and his family were well established. He had built a home for 
his wife Elizabeth, four children and a servant girl on the site of the San Francisco Yacht Club. 

Kashow was successful in several business ventures including sheep and cattle ranching, oyster 
farming and codfish drying. He spent the next 25 years fighting in the courts for the possession 
of what by then was known as Kashow Island. In 1868 Kashow was in the news was when he 
attacked the home of Samuel R. Throckmorton. According to the Marin Journal of January 11, 1868, 
“We learn that a man named Kershaw (sic), living at or near Saucelito, one day last week went 
to the house of S. R. Throckmorton and commenced pitching the furniture out of the house, after 
which he ordered the Chinese cook to prepare a meal for him. Upon the refusal of the Celestial 
to obey the peremptory mandate, Kershaw set upon him and beat him in a horrible manner.”

Duel on Belvedere Island! 
In September 1869 Kashow permitted a duel to be staged on his ranch. Two San Franciscans 

used pistols with the outcome described in the Bulletin:
Smidberg received a ball in the hand, losing one finger and having another badly cut. Gardner 

escaped uninjured. The honor of both parties having been satisfied, they shook hands and returned 
to the city with their friends.

President Andrew Johnson on August 20, 1867 designated the land as a military reservation. 
The War Department had determined that the land was not included in Reed’s rancho and was 
therefore still vested in the United States. The Army named the land Peninsula Island and four 
years later it was attached to the post on Angel Island. The designation as a military reservation 
ultimately assisted Kashow to continue living on the Island. The official 1879 list of military posts 
included Promontory Island attached to the Angel Island garrison. Promontory Island was the 
new military name for Kashow’s home land. The Army further described the post: “a portion of 
this island leased to and occupied by a citizen named Israel Kashaw.”

Kashow remained on the land until 1885 when the boundaries of Rancho Corte Madera del 
Presidio were finally settled. A U. S. patent for the Rancho that included Peninsula Island was 
issued on February 25th of that year to attorney Bolton representing Reed’s heirs. Both Kashow 
and the Army were forced to retreat from the land long known locally as Kashow Island.

In those days, Corinthian Island was a true island with access limited by a drawbridge over 
Belvedere Lagoon. The section of Main Street known as Ark Row, considered a part of the island, 
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was a series of waterfront arks until the lagoon was gradually filled in to become the Main Street 
parking lot.

Throughout this time, the marshes that separated the island from Tiburon Point had become 
paved over by roads for direct access to the island, with the first state highway being built in 
1930. It is now connected by two causeways (Beach Road and San Rafael Avenue) and connected 
to the mainland via landfill, therefore not being technically an island anymore. The two narrow 
strips of land for the causeways now form the artificial Belvedere Lagoon.

Many of the original homes and mansions on the island, mostly summer residences for wealthy 
San Franciscans, were designed by famed architects Willis Polk and Julia Morgan. The town of 
Belvedere was incorporated in 1896, and by 1900 there were 50 homes and a luxurious 50 room hotel 
on Belvedere. Beach Road, seen in the photograph connecting Corinthian Island in the distance 
to Belvedere in the foreground, accommodated a post office, grocery store, telephone exchange, 
beauty shop, laundry, boatyard, plumber’s shop, blacksmith’s shop and and even a jail. Belvedere 
is currently primarily residences and is home to the eighth highest-income community in the United States.

Once named Valentine Island, the island got its name from a group of amateur sailing enthusiasts 
who in 1886 founded the Corinthian Yacht Club in what the founders believed was “the finest 
spot on the bay.” As Marin historian Branwell Fanning explains, “The name ‘Corinthian” was 
intended to evoke the image of ‘ancient amateur athletes.’” From that came the Kelley brothers’ 
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Corinthian Island Company, which started developing the land behind the clubhouse in 1907. A 
few years later, that original clubhouse burned down and July 4, 1912, marked the dedication 
of a sparkling new white clubhouse that still stands proudly on the eastern lip of Corinthian 
Island. The CYC is the second oldest yacht club on the West Coast. The land, known as the “little 
hill” in contrast to “big hill” neighbor Belvedere Island, was originally called Valentine’s Island 
after its owner, a San Francisco businessman named Thomas Valentine. When he died in 1896, he 
deeded the island to his widow, Jennie, who formed the Corinthian Island Co. and subdivided 
the property before selling it in 1907 to local merchants Frederick and J.H. Kelley. The Kelley 
brothers, among the first to settle on the island year-round, chose to name it after the venerable 
yacht club built there 20 years before. Corinthian is an old sailing term meaning amateur. Dick 
Slottow, 83, Corinthian Yacht Club historian, said the Kelley brothers paid about $4,000 in gold 
to buy Valentine Island.

“It’s not just another hill but a special location,” said Beverly Bastian, 87, centennial chair 
and Landmarks Society founder who moved to the area in 1946. “It’s an oddity because when 
Belvedere was incorporated in 1896, they put a property line down the middle of the island so 
half is in Tiburon and half is in Belvedere.” Because land was filled in years ago, the 15-acre tract 
is no longer an island.

In 1865 (horse n’ buggy remember)..The Pacific Mail 
Steamship Company commissioned the construction of the 
SS China, launched 8 December 1866 (in just over 1 yr. it was 
built) a side-wheel steamer rigged for sail to service the route 
between San Francisco and the Far East. It was one of only 
four sister ships the United States Postal Service ordered to 
carry mail and passengers from California to Asia. 

Although it had a colorful life, the 
ship was doomed to a short career 
because it of its wooden hull. By 1879 
iron-hulled vessels had come into 
regular use, and after 30 round trips 
to Yokahama and Hong Kong, the SS 
China became obsolete. It was burned 
for scrap metal in a ship crematorium 
in Belvedere Cove, but first the social 
saloon was removed intact, barged to 
shore and set on pilings. It took on new 
life as a weekend home, and during its 

90 years as a residence, locals regarded the unique shoreline structure with affection and gave it 
a new name - the China Cabin.
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In 1978, the former first-class saloon was designated a National Maritime Monument, and the 
Belvedere-Tiburon Landmarks Society took on the task of restoration. With cooperation from the 
City of Belvedere as well as donations from community members and grants to underwrite costs 
of $600,000, it completed the project in 1986. The China Cabin returned to its former splendor 
as a Victorian drawing room.

Tiburon/Naique/Livanegula/ Naique
In 1907, local Marin native descendants described “Livanegula” as the home village of the first 

Huimen (human) people before being taken away to Mission Dolores and thought to be named 
Sausalito now. Additionally, the 3rd village located between where Tiburon and Belevedere are 
now, was names Naique. This site held high-status burial members. Some buried with eight bear 
claws, others with obsidian spear points, seventy-six abalone, and nearly four hundred slivers 
of red ochre stained obsidian. They found dog burial sites a swell, indicating reverence for their 
pets as well. 

In another area of Tiburon an artifact collector found burial sites consisting solely of pregnant 
women and women with little children but was excavated to create the Belvedere Tennis Club 
before the finds could be recorded properly.

Tiburon’s “Hygeia”
John Reed’s daughter Hilarita married a Union 

Army surgeon named Benjamin Franklin Lyford 
in 1866; he used his bride’s 1,466 Tiburon acres 
to build the Lyford’s Hygeia subdivision and 
its still-standing stone-tower entrance, as well 
as a laboratory, where he developed an effec-
tive new embalming technique and St. Hilary’s 
Church, where the unique-to-Tiburon black jewel 
and Tiburon paintbrush wildflowers grow in 
profusion. 

Born in 1841 in Vermont, Dr. Benjamin Lyford 
made his name as a medical embalmer and surgeon in the Union Army during the Civil War. 
Following the war, he made his way west and finally settled in San Francisco, where he set up 
practice on Kearny Street. There he continued to work on his unique, patented technique for 
embalming. His work did not go unnoticed. In 1870, the local paper wrote about the body of 
a local woman, embalmed some two and a half years earlier, which remained on display and 
reportedly eerily lifelike for some time thereafter.

During this time he met and married local heiress Hilarita Reed, leaving him the owner of a 
large tract of beautiful land on the Tiburon peninsula. Her father, John Reed, had been the first 
white settler in the area and had been granted 9,000 acres of land by the then Spanish govern-
ment. Lyford and Reed retired across the bay to Tiburon, where he built a stone crenelated arch 
and the small tower, which served as his office, and began making plans for developing their 
land. Their large Victorian style home, now the property of the Audubon Society and a national 
landmark, was a bit inland, in Strawberry. Inspired both by extensive personal studies in civic 
planning, Dr. Benjamin Ward Richardson’s book Hygeia, A City of Health, and possibly the 
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idyllic (fictional) village of Frankville in Jules Verne’s novel The Begum’s Fortune (which was 
also a possible inspiration for the planned city of La Plata, Argentina), Lyford began planning 
for a Utopian village on his land.

He named the village “Hygeia” for the Greek goddess of health (and, likely, Dr. Richadson’s 
book). But, gates and tower aside, it seems that Lyford was less than enthusiastic to sell parcels 
of his land to prospective buyers. The buyers in turn were put off by Lyford’s strict rules. In an 
article in 1918, the architect J.S. Cahill described the requirements for the utopian village:

Hygeia was to be a segregated one detached as it were and wholly for residences. The layout 
we finally perfected was put on paper and carried out. The roads followed the hills and no grade 
exceeded 7 per cent. In all cases the kitchen and dining room were to be detached from the house 
proper wholly or through an open colonnade or pergola. 

In the doctor’s own home at Strawberry Point, a solid concrete house, this was done with a 
vengeance. Every meal time—rain or shine—you had to go outside. A good thing for the very 
people who object to going outside, and no hardship to those who don’t object. No house should 
be in the shadow of another. All bedrooms and bathrooms were to get the morning sun without 
exception. And as to sleeping porches, a thing unheard of in those days, there was to be at least 
one on every house and every house was to cost at least $5.000. No house was to line up with 
another on any straight road - all were to be zigzagged or in echelon. I was to supervise every 
plan and suggest changes where they conflicted with the regulations. No land transfer would be 
made which did not carry plans and a building contract with it. Of course, all these restrictions 
were overdone. Hardly any one would stand for them. Meantime, the doctor contracted cataract 
on both eyes and lost his sight entirely. And thus ended another city dream.”

Marinships Buildout in Sausalito for WWII
Shipyard construction was begun promptly 

after a telegram from the United States Mari-
time Commission was received by the W. A. 
Bechtel Company. The telegram was received 
on 2 March, 1942, the Sausalito site selected on 
3 March, and a proposal to build the shipyard 
presented in Washington DC was made on 
9 March. Ten minutes into the presentation 
U. S. Maritime Commission administrators 
told the W.A. Bechtel Company to build the 
shipyard. Physical construction began on 28 
March. Construction start was delayed two 
weeks to allow the 42 families living on Pine 
Point, which was scheduled to be demolished 
to build the shipyard, to move. 

Three months after construction began the keel for the first Marinship vessel, the Liberty Ship 
William A. Richardson, was laid on an unfinished shipway. Three months after laying the keel 
the William A. Richardson was launched. A shipyard is urgently requested by the U.S. Maritime 
Commission in early March and a ship is launched in September from the shipyard built on what 
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had been tidewater and mudflats only several months before. During three years of launching 
ships, ending with the launch of the Tanker SS Mission San Francisco in September of 1945, 
Marinship sent a ship down the shipways approximately every eleven days. A total of 93 ships 
were launched, including 15 Liberty Ships and 78 Tankers. 

Marinship proved itself to be among the most efficient shipyards during the early days of its 
construction and operation. This was noted by the U.S. Maritime Commission and several days 
before the William A. Richardson was launched Marinship was directed to cease production of 
Liberty Ships and to convert all production to Tankers. The conversion was painful. The ship-
yard had learned to efficiently build Liberty Ships and had to change to building the far more 
complex and larger Tankers. The first Tanker took 139 days on the shipway and 66 days at the 
Outfitting Docks, a total of 205 days. The first Liberty Ship took 126 days and the last Liberty Ship 
took 60 days. Marinship holds the still standing record for shortest time to build and deliver a 

Tanker, 33 Days for the Huntington 
Hills. Comparable Tanker building 
records are 60 days for Swan Island, 
79 days for Alabama, and 90 days 
for Sun Ship.

A typical day at Marinship 
during peak of operations had 
about 20,000 workers on three 
shifts. Skilled shipyard workers 
were in drastically short supply 
due to the Draft taking men to 
be soldiers and sailors. Local 

resources, including women and minori-
ties, were inadequate. A recruitment effort 
brought labor from the Midwest and the 
Deep South. The recruited workers needed 
to be trained to be shipyard workers, many 
of the recruits never even dreaming that they 
would one day be building a ship. Marinship 
developed a training program to teach the 
recruits how to build ships assembly line 
style. Each worker was trained in a specialty 
task by a master shipyard worker. Women 
were noted as being most efficient welders, 
their welds being more precise and smoother 
than a man’s weld. 

Marin City
Marin City was founded in 1942, when housing was built for employees who worked at the 

nearby Marinship Corporation during World War II, building ships for the war effort. The town 
of Marin City was formed by building housing, churches, and schools to accommodate 6,000 
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newly arrived workers. Employees 
worked as welders, ship painters, 
and boilermakers, and as many other 
skilled laborers. Marinship was one 
of many early 1940s emergency ship-
yards established on the West Coast 
to fuel America’s need for oil tankers 
and Liberty Ships, or war cargo 
ships, which, while originally a British 
design, were adopted due to their fast 
construction and low cost to produce. 
Other notable emergency shipyards 
included Kaiser Permanente ship-
yards in Richmond, California and 
Portland, Oregon, as well as Mare 

Island in Vallejo and Hunter’s Point in San Francisco.
In the days leading up to World War II, the land that Marin City now occupies was home to a 

dairy farm and a few ridgeline homes. But the war and need for round-the-clock ship-building 
transformed the area and gave birth to a community. Within months of receiving the contract 
in 1942, housing for more than 6,000 workers was built just north of the Marinship shipyard in 
Sausalito. (so not only shipbuilding but housing for 6,000 was constructed at the same time!)

In the early 1940s, many brown skinned Americans migrated from the Southern states in search 
of shipbuilding work, after being excluded from higher-paying industrial jobs back home. It 
was not uncommon for a shipbuilder to make in an hour what they formerly made in a day in 
the South. Shipbuilding had gained a reputation as steady work that paid generous wages and 
included family housing; ultimately it was these benefits which attracted African Americans to 
the area. 

Forcibly Evicted
The loss of some ships in the Pacific by the 

Navy triggered the emergency need for even 
more ships by their customer the Maritime 
Commission. Using this as their legal reason, 
the new company took government war powers 
condemnation actions against local property 
owners, in order to add the additional land they 
needed to expand the shipyard. With only two 
weeks notice, the many residents of Pine Point, 
a picturesque knoll located along the edge of 
Sausalito bay, were forcibly evicted in March 
of 1942. About 42 homes and buildings were 
removed.

(Note the wireless telephone poles before 1940!)
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At least 12 homes avoided demolition by being rapidly moved elsewhere in Sausalito before 
the rest were razed and Pine Point was dynamited. Records show that an estimated 838,763 
cubic yards of earth and rock were excavated from Pine Point, Waldo Point and nearby areas. 
The resulting fill was spread using heavy equipment across the shoreline and tidal mudflats 
to create new land on which the various buildings of the shipyard were rapidly constructed. 
Creating this channel required the removal of 3,000,000 cubic yards of bay mud along with the 
many shellmounds that abounded all over the Marin inland coastline. 

There were more than 2,700 
housing units that ranged 
from dormitories for single 
men that rented for $5.50 a 
month to one-room apart-
ments for $29 a month to 
six-room houses for families 
for $44 a month. The commu-
nity also had a public library, 
drug and department stores, 
cafes, barber and beauty shop, 

childcare centers, health facility and community center. Thousands of workers from around the 
country migrated west to work in Bay Area shipyards, including facilities in Richmond, West 
Oakland and Hunters Point in San Francisco. According to the Marin City Community Devel-
opment Corp.’s website, Marin City was “the country’s first integrated federal housing project” 
with 6,500 people, including more than 1,000 school-aged children. 

The Brotherhood of Boilermakers, Iron Shipbuilders and Helpers of America prejudiced against 
the native brown skins by giving them auxiliary status, which resulted in fewer union benefits 
and no voting privileges. Eventually, these inequities were reversed in the landmark Supreme 
Court decision, James vs. Marinship, argued by none other than future Supreme Court Justice 
Thurgood Marshall.. 

After the War ended skilled workers went home. Minorities (brown skins and Chinese), having 
no place they wanted to return to, who had lived elsewhere during the war, particularly in the 
Fillmore district which had vacancies created by Japanese Internment, moved into vacant and 
affordable Marin City housing.

Rosie the Riveter
Rosie the Riveter was the star of a campaign aimed at recruiting female 

workers for defense industries during World War II, and she became perhaps 
the most iconic image of working women. With her rolled-up sleeves, clenched 
fist, and polka-dotted kerchief, Rosie the Riveter rose to stardom as a 1940s 
graphic-art icon who symbolized American civilian workers during World 
War II. Her battle cry of “We Can Do It” may have been wartime propa-
ganda, but it worked, legions of women signed up for jobs building ships 
and manufacturing munitions. American women entered the workforce in 
unprecedented numbers during the war, as widespread male enlistment 



Chapter 14: Marin Cities Origins  243

left gaping holes in the industrial labor force. Between 1940 and 1945, the female percentage of 
the U.S. workforce increased from 27 percent to nearly 37 percent, and by 1945 nearly one out of 
every four married women worked outside the home.

Obituary
Rodessa Battle, one of the last living “Rosie The Riveters” in Marin, died 

Aug. 6 at Marin General Hospital. She was 97. Born March 5, 1921, Mrs. 
Battle, a Marin City resident, became a welder , a “Rosie the Riveter” as 
part of the war effort at Marinship.

Mrs. Battle told the Indepen-
dent Journal in 2009 that word 

of the shipyard spread far and wide across the South at 
a time when people would happily travel 100 miles for 
a week of work. She followed her husband, Ledoshia, 
and his parents to Marin. She related how vast areas of 
marshes were filled to create a new town, now named 
Marin City, to provide housing for Marinship workers 
to build Liberty ships during World War II. Mrs. Battle was a 23-year-old mother of three from 
Shreveport, Louisiana. Seeing Marin City for the first time gave her the impression that there 
were masses of “lights everywhere” at night as workers came and went in shifts. “Everybody 
was thinking about getting the boys back home, and you pretty much had your mind focused 
on ending the war,” Mrs. Battle told the Marin Independent Journal. “It was kind of like we 
were all one.”

The Other Marin City! A Huge Amusement Park
In around 1907, developer N. P. Glann of Corte 

Madera, dreamed up a “Venetian” type resort along 
the Corte Madera Creek.

The September 18, 1907 San Francisco Call 
reports:

“A syndicate of San Francisco capitalists headed 
by N. P. Glann, L.V. Valentine and James McCue, 
the owners of an extensive tract of marsh lands 
west of Greenbrae, revealed today plans for a 
million-dollar combination of ‘Coney Island’ 
and ‘Venice’…. Valentine and McCue have 
agreed to sign over their rights to 1,100 acres between Escalle and Larkspur…. It is to be 
called Marin City and its principal features will be a five mile auto speedway, a 160 acre park 
which will be filled with carnival attractions and a canal extending completely around the town 
and connecting with the Greenbrae estuary.

Glann says the resort will have a system of broad boulevards. Opposite the Hotel Bon Air 
there will be a huge natatorium. Dredging will be started at once. The amusement park will be 
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situated on an artificial eminence to be made with the earth that will be removed for the channel 
of the proposed launch canal”.

Though this development never came to fruition, from 1907–8, developer N. P. Glann did 
begin dredging parts of the Corte Madera Creek, causing the displacement of some residents of 
the colorful “Arkville” community that lived along its shores.

Larkspur/Blue Rock Inn
They did away with most of the trees in the area; ranching and farming became the region’s 

principal industries after that. W. Wright laid out Larkspur’s streets. Wright’s wife naming Lark-
spur after the “pretty blue flowers that seemed to be growing everywhere” that turned out to be 
lupine, right which she misnamed “lark” flowers, so the story goes.

Larkspur around the turn of the century had a rough reputation as a fun-loving town. Illegal 
dog races, prizefights (sometimes featuring Gentleman Jim Corbett) and slot machines were an 
open secret, and it was easy to get a drink no matter what your birth certificate said. Wright’s 
baby, the Larkspur Hotel (now the Blue Rock Apartments/Left Bank Bistro), was a reputed home 
to prostitutes and bootleggers, and the Escalle Winery just up the street was known for its rowdy 
Bastille Day celebrations. Gentler pleasures were enjoyed in Corte Madera Creek, whose salt 
waters were reputedly the warmest in Central California, and the Larkspur Inn, whose hilltop 
grounds featured stables, a bowling green and a croquet court.

Larkspur was then a popular weekend destination where San Franciscans could come to fish, 
hunt and escape the fog-laden skies of the city. C.W. Wright, who owned the American Land 
and Trust Co. of Oakland purchased most of the land around present-day Larkspur and built the 
hotel to attract paying guests. He also built and operated a saltwater bathhouse across the street 
from the hotel that took advantage of the then free-flowing slough to the bay. In 1911 the lower 
floor of the hotel was rebuilt with blue basalt rock from the Larkspur quarry and was renamed 
the Blue Rock Inn.

Through the first few decades of the 20th century Larkspur had a rough reputation as a 
fun-loving town with illegal dog races, prizefights and slot machines, while the hotel reputedly 
was home to prostitutes and bootleggers during Prohibition.

Hotel Larkspur opened on June 13, 1891. Also 
open around then were San Rafael High School 
(1888) and Dominican College, now Dominican 
University of California (1889), and, soon after, 
the San Francisco Theological Seminary in nearby 
San Anselmo (1892). 

In the 1920s and 1930s, the hotel had the largest 
public dining room in Marin County, with guest 
rooms on the upper floors. During World War II 
the top floor served as an emergency hospital. 
Over the years, the hotel’s name was changed to 
Hotel Merwin’s and then, in the early 1900s, the 
Blue Rock Inn. In 1994 it became the Left Bank 

Brasserie, a popular French restaurant now with other locations in Menlo Park and San Jose.
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The Saturday night crowds averaged over 2,500 and occa-
sionally topped 4,000! Incredibly, these benefit dances also 
made Larkspur the only town of any size in North America 
that “has furnished and is operating its own fire-fighting 
equipment without cost to the taxpayers,” according to a 
1930 industry survey. Larkspur was then a popular weekend 
destination where San Franciscans could come to fish, hunt 
and escape the fog-laden skies of the city.

C.W. Wright, who owned the American Land and Trust Co. 
of Oakland purchased most of the land around present-day 
Larkspur and built the hotel to attract paying guests. He also built and operated a saltwater 
bathhouse across the street from the hotel that took advantage of the then free-flowing slough 
to the bay. In 1911 the lower floor of the hotel was rebuilt with blue basalt rock from the Larkspur 
quarry and was renamed the Blue Rock Inn.

Corte Madera
In many ways Corte Madera’s history parallels that of 

its immediate and complementary neighbor, Larkspur. 
Loggers worked the same rancho (from which the town 
got its name); farming and cattle raising followed. But 
Corte Madera was chosen to host the first post office 
and the first railroad station between Sausalito and San 
Rafael, and it also boasted one of the few bay harbors 
convenient for the loading and unloading of cargo. 
Larkspur-San Francisco steamboats (steamboats navi-
gated all the way to Corte Madera!) would stop there and 
load up on Corte Madera’s produce, lumber and beef 
for sale in the city, and San Francisco’s manufactured 

goods made their way to Corte Madera on the return trip. 
In 1848, Pennsylvanian John Van Reynegom arrived with his family at Paradise Bay, walked 

inland a piece and found a spot to settle in at the base of Christmas Tree Hill. Pixley was at various 
times a rancher, a US Government official on the trail of opium smugglers and the publisher of 
the San Francisco Argonaut, a literary magazine with contributions from Mark Twain, Ambrose 
Bierce and Gertrude Atherton. Pixley bought his in-laws’ land claim and gave it to Amelia; 
after Pixley’s death Amelia gave an acre to the Lark-
spur-Corte Madera School District, kept 55 acres for 
herself and turned the rest over to her sister-in-law 
with the proviso that it be properly developed (Amelia 
was, among other things, the epitome of municipal 
boosterism). 

The parcel was laid out for homesites that were then 
sold by the Pixley children to unsuspecting Sunday 
excursionists as they emerged at the train station. E In 
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many ways Corte Madera’s history parallels that of its immediate and complementary neighbor, 
Larkspur. Loggers worked the same rancho (from which the town got its name); farming and 
cattle raising followed. But Corte Madera was chosen to host the first post office and the first 
railroad station between Sausalito and San Rafael, and it also boasted one of the few bay harbors 
convenient for the loading and unloading of cargo. Larkspur-San Francisco steamboats would 
stop there and load up on Corte Madera’s produce, lumber and beef for sale in the city, and San 
Francisco’s manufactured goods made their way to Corte Madera on the return trip. In 1848, 
Pennsylvanian John Van Reynegom arrived with his family at Paradise Bay, walked inland a 
piece and found a spot to settle in at the base of Christmas Tree Hill. 

As public land (between John Reed’s aforementioned Rancho Corte Madera del Presidio and 
another belonging to Juan Cooper), the settlement was allowed to grow to some 160 acres by 
1859, running east from the old railroad right-of-way to what is now Town Park, north to what 
eventually became the Larkspur city limits and west to the crest of Christmas Tree Hill. Van 
Reynegom’s daughter, Amelia, had married Frank Pixley in 1853. 

Pixley was at various times a rancher, a T-man on the trail of opium smugglers and the publisher 
of the San Francisco Argonaut, a literary magazine with contributions from Mark Twain, Ambrose 
Bierce and Gertrude Atherton. Pixley bought his in-laws’ land claim and gave it to Amelia; 
after Pixley’s death Amelia gave an acre to the Larkspur-Corte Madera School District, kept 55 
acres for herself and turned the rest over to her sister-in-law with the proviso that it be properly 
developed (Amelia was, among other things, the epitome of municipal boosterism). The parcel 
was laid out for homesites that were then sold by the Pixley children to unsuspecting Sunday 
excursionists as they emerged at the train station. 

The city’s first residents, the Coast Miwoks, lived along Corte Madera Creek near what is now 
Redwood High School. From there they made hunting-gathering forays into nearby Madrone 
Canyon and out to the salt marshes, bringing home wild turkey, deer and bear. Initial white 
settlement came in the 1840s with loggers working the Rancho Corte Madera del Presidio, a 
sizable chunk of real estate granted by the Mexican government to Irish adventurer John Reed 
for the purpose of supplying lumber to the Presidio in Yerba Buena (now San Francisco). Two 
sawmills were set up in what is now Larkspur. 

Greenbrae
Most of Greenbrae was developed by 

Niels Schultz Jr who teamed with his 
father to develop Greenbrae, initially 
dubbed Kentmore, from 635 acres of farm-
land. Mr. Schultz helped build more than 
1,000 homes, 1,500 apartments and dozens 
of businesses between Highway 101 and 
Manor Road in Kentfield. Much of the 
remainder of Greenbrae was built by a 
competitor, Eugene Berger.

Upon his return from the war, Mr. 
Schultz went to work with his brother, 
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Alvin, for their father’s development company. In 1946, Schultz Building Co. bought 635 acres 
from the Archdiocese of San Francisco and broke ground on what was known as “Marin’s new 
city.” Greenbrae, CA was designed as a neighborhood of custom homes and oak trees, set into 
the hills on winding streets with Spanish names. For the era, there was an unusual emphasis on 
saving trees, design, setbacks, landscaped medians and open areas. The Schultzes also left a tract 
to be developed for Marin General Hospital and developed Bon Air Shopping Center by ushering 
in mass amounts of land fill killing of the tule marshes. In Scotland “brae” means hillside, an apt 
description of the rolling terrain of this countryside area. 

Kentfield
Kentfield was “discovered”, after removing the native Californio’s, in 1871 by the wife of the 

wealthy Chicago packing plant owner, Albert Kent, as she rode her carriage through the country-
side. Kent purchased 13 acres of Annie Ross’s land in 1871 for $1,851. A few years later he bought 
another 395 acres. He never became involved in the resulting community, but wife Adaline and 
son William did more than their fair share of civic duty through the early 1900s.

William Kent donated the land for Muir Woods in 1907. He also helped create the National 
Park Service through the legislation he wrote as a three-term congressman. In 1909 William 
built Tamalpais Centre, a community clubhouse, on 23 acres of land that his mother donated. It 
sported a racetrack, playground and playing fields and hosted festivities for all the surrounding 
communities. The Tamalpais Centre and much of the land around it was given to the College of 
Marin in 1927.

San Anselmo/Yolanda
The town had earlier been known as La Cañada de 

Anselmo. Anselmo was the baptized name of the alcalde 
who sometimes oversaw the area now known as San 
Anselmo under Mission San Rafael. The ruler-straight, 
raised roadbed follows the old Northwestern Pacific 
Railroad (NWP) line between the two towns. 

In 1905, the western portion of San Anselmo known 
as the ‘Bush Tract’ was developed for homesites and two 
rail stations were built to serve the growing communities. 

Yolanda Station was built in 1905 where present-day Redwood and Saunders cross Center 
Blvd., and three years later, Lansdale Station, orig-
inally called Bush Station, was built further west 
and renamed after Philip Lansdale, a partner in 
the real estate firm that developed the area. The 
neighborhood in and around this intersection is still 
referred to as “Lansdale Station”. When the tracks 
were laid, there was a wooden trestle built over 
San Anselmo Creek at the Lansdale Station. There 
was also a wooden bridge crossing over the creek 
that was a known hangout for transients and local 
youth, especially in summer. Residents complained 
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to city officials that it was, “a rendezvous for disorderly young people who were often insulting 
to unoffending by-passers.” The same 1913 San Anselmo Herald article highlighted the local 
resident’s successful opposition to Lansdale Station grocer, I. J. Hall’s application for a liquor 
license claiming that under, “the present conditions, with whiskey thrown in, it would render 
the neighborhood intolerable.” 

At its height of popularity, the trains running through Lansdale Station from San Francisco to 
Fairfax and back were running every half hour during the day and the entire trip took only one 
hour, including the Ferry ride from Sausalito. It would be hard to beat that time with today’s 
traffic bottlenecks! By the late 1930s, the NWP was losing money yearly as the automobile became 
more popular and the opening of the Golden Gate Bridge made a ferry transfer unnecessary. 
The last interurban train ran through Marin and Lansdale Station in February of 1941 bringing 
an end to nearly 70 years of fast, efficient and inexpensive rail service.

Punta Rancho de San Quentin
San Quentin State Prison is California’s oldest correctional institution. It was built in July 1852 

on the site known as Point San Quentin, Marin County. The 20 acres of land was purchased for 
$10.000. San Quentin was initially established to replace a prison ship known as the Waban. 

In 1851, the State passed the Criminal Practices Act, calling for the establishment of a state 
prison, the first of which was an abandoned ship called the Waban, anchored off Angel Island 
with 40 inmates on board. After a series of escapes, the prison barge was moved to Point Quentin 
in Marin, and in 1852, the state purchased 20 acres designated for a permanent prison. 

In 1851, Gen. James Estell, a politician and former member of the California militia, was granted 
the contract to run the state prison, taking over from San Francisco Sheriff Jack Hayes. In 1852, he 
was elected as a State Senator, serving two years. In 1857, he was elected to the state Assembly. 
He left the day-to-day management of the state prison in 1855 to assume the editor post of the 
State Tribune, according to the July 19, 1855, edition of the Daily Alta California.

The original Marin prison was in Corte Madera: Daily Alta California, Oct. 7, 1854 (in a letter to 
the editor): “Do you know the capacity of the prison at Corte Madeira, furnished by the State, for 
keeping prisoners? … To sum it up, do you know any facts in connection with the prison except 
the unfortunate one that prisoners often make their escape?”

Construction on San Quentin State Prison’s first cellblock—built largely with inmate labor—
was completed in 1854 (most of the cellblocks in use today were built in the 1920s and 1930s). By 
the mid-1870s, the prison housed more than 1,000 inmates. There were several notable escape 
attempts in the prison’s early history, including one in 1862 in which a mob of more than 200 
prisoners rushed an open gate. Most surrendered quickly, but several dozen engaged in a gun 
battle with Marin Sherriff’s deputies at Corte Madera Creek. Seven escapees were killed and 26 
others escaped into the woods on Mount Tamalpais.

Ross
Before Ross became the exclusive, tree-lined town it is today, it was simply part of the 8,800-acre 

San Quentin Rancho. The rancho sprawled across the valley between San Anselmo and the bay. 
In 1840 Captain Juan Bautista Cooper acquired the land through a land grant and used it to farm 
and cut timber. He sold the land to San Franciscan Benjamin Buckelew in 1852. Buckelew continued 
chopping timber until 1857 when he sold the area to James Ross, owner of a lucrative wholesale liquor 
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business in San Francisco. Ross, his wife Annie and their three children moved to a house on the 
property in 1859. He built a sawmill and shipping docks at Corte Madera Creek. The area was 
known as Ross Landing and was in the approximate location of today’s College of Marin.

When Ross died in 1862, his unusual will required that his wife pay their two daughters $10,000 
each if they chose acceptable husbands. Annie was forced to sell a majority of the real estate in 
order to pay them off. The 297 acres she had left make up the town of Ross today. Courtesy of 
Ross’s will, Ross Valley began to develop. In 1882 Annie Ross gave the North Pacific Coast 1.4 
acres for a train depot with the request that they name it after the family. With the development 
of the train depot, Ross was on its way to becoming a full-fledged town.

Bolinas, Baulenes, Guaulenes, Baulinas 
The historic downtown buildings were mostly built 

between 1850 and 1920 including the saloon that has been 
in business since 1851(they claim to be the oldest in Cali-
fornia. It is therefore presumed that the Spanish settlers 
corrupted the plural term “Guaulenes” into “Baulinas,” 
a name applied by the Mexicans to the rancho at Bolinas 
Bay. Baulinas was corrupted into “Bolinas” during the 
American Period. 

The main Guaulen villages were probably around 
Bolinas Lagoon. Their hinterlands certainly included 
the coast north at least to Double Point and the valley of 

Pine Gulch Creek, and south to Stinson Beach. They also probably utilized inland areas on the 
western slopes of Pine Mountain and Mount Tamalpais in the upper Lagunitas Creek watershed 
(including Alpine Lake). The native Bolinas Bay region, as decided by the new guys who just 
got here, includes approximately 50 square miles of land, a large part of which is covered with 
dense redwood groves.

The coastal communities were said to be members of five regions, Bolinas Bay, Olema/Nicasio, 
South Tomales Bay (including Point Reyes), North Tomales Bay, and Bodega Bay. Mission register 
entries suggest that the southernmost region, Bolinas Bay, was equivalent to the territory of a 
single regional community, the Guaulens. 

Henry Gibson operated the first Bolinas Stage Line 
starting in 1879 from a stable across the street from the 
County Courthouse in San Rafael. The trip took three 
hours and cost $1.50. Robert Cottingham bought the 
line from Gibson in 1882 as well as running a stage from 
Sausalito to Willow Camp that had begun in the early 
1870s. Leonard Nott, a driver for Cottingham, purchased 
the stage line in 1886 and operated it for four years when 
Albert Sayers and his brother Wallace took over both 
the Sausalito- and San Rafael-based stagecoaches that ran to the coast. By 1913, better roads, the 
automobile and a rail line to Willow Camp had replaced the horse-drawn conveyances, and the 
stagecoach era passed into history.
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Point Reyes, Olema ~ Pusaluma, Segloque, Mottococha, Sichqui,  
Echocolum and Yuipi’s 

Swiss immigrant Giuseppe Codoni had purchased more than 600 acres in the area from 
Giovanni Giacomini and expanded the dairy operations there. When the North Pacific Coast 
Railroad began operations in the mid-1870s, Tocaloma became a station stop along the line. It 
was conveniently situated at the junction of the San Rafael to Olema Stagecoach Road and the 
railroad line running between Sausalito and the timber lands and dairies of Marin and Sonoma.

In 1879, John Lycurgus built the first hotel on the 
site across Lagunitas Creek from Codoni’s ranch. 
The hotel catered to hunters, fishermen, hikers 
and campers who wanted to escape the city and 
its often fog-shrouded neighborhoods. Lycurgus 
sold the hotel to another proprietor in 1882, who 
subsequently lost it in an 1885 fire: an event that 
would be a reoccurring theme for the Tocaloma 
Hotel.

In 1889, French-born hotel keeper John Bertrand 
constructed a much grander hotel, pictured, that 
had more than 40 rooms, a dance hall, billiard room, 
banquet room, croquet grounds, tent cabins and outdoor 
swings and hiking paths that invited guests to enjoy 

the surrounding environs. By the 1890s, Bertrand’s Hotel, as it came to be known, was a popular 
resort for travelers on the rail and stage lines and as a destination for vacationers, sportsmen, 
bicyclists and campers. 

Trains ran two or three times a day and travelers could reach Tocaloma from San Francisco 
in little more than two hours via the rail and ferry service from Sausalito. Point Reyes Station’s 
build out was in 1875, the day the first train came through on its way to Tomales……. Oh Really! 
How convenient and timely and well planned by all of them! By the mid-1890s Bertrand had also 
purchased the Azalea Hotel at nearby Camp Taylor, another popular resort. Advertisements for 
the resorts touted the fine cuisine, sunny climate and fantastic fishing and hunting opportunities 
in and around Tocaloma. 

A 1902 article recounted how Leon 
Jessu caught 172 trout on the opening 
day of the fishing season between Camp 
Taylor and Tocaloma. The hotel was also 
a favorite stop for the many bicycling 
clubs of the era including the Bay City 
Wheelman, Pacific Cycling Club and the 
Camera Club Cyclists. 

The hotel was bought by noted San 
Francisco restaurateur Caesar Ronchi 
in early 1913 who continued providing 
fine dining and luxurious accommodations to his guests. Within a few years, the Tocaloma Hotel 
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also catered to early motorists traveling the improved roadway and rebuilt bridges between 
Fairfax and Olema.

Tragedy struck the hotel once again in the winter of 1916 when it was destroyed by fire that 
started in a defective kitchen flue. Just a few months before, the long-standing Azalea Hotel 
had also succumbed to flames at Camp Taylor. In the area around the depot, Mrs. Burdell 
gave her husband 950 acres of land she had inherited. The property would become the site 
of Point Reyes Station, and until the dentist’s death in 1906, “the town was his plaything,” 
wrote Mason. 

By 1880, Burdell’s Station, as some called it, had all the appurtenances of civilization: a 
blacksmith shop, livery stable and butcher shop. Mary Black Burdell was married to dentist 
Galen Burdell and was the daughter of rancher James Black of Nicasio. Black Mountain, which 
provides the backdrop for Point Reyes Station, is named after him. In 1961, the site of Black’s 
ranch house was inundated by the completion of Nicasio Reservoir, but whenever the reser-
voir runs dry during droughts, the house’s foundation can still be seen on the western shore. 

The train’s first sightseers viewed Olema Station (its name for seven years) with unbelieving 
dismay. ‘The depot is in a wilderness!’ one of them wrote. And so, it was, 11 acres of Mary 
Black Burdell’s cow pasture: no hotel, no sandwich stand or saloon. To reach Olema two miles 
distant, where many were headed, was near impossible, with Papermill Creek to cross and 
no bridge or stageline,” Mason wrote. “Back then Olema, whose downtown was much larger 
than it is today, was the commercial hub for the foot of Tomales Bay.”

It boasted two restaurants, two hotels, six bars, a racetrack, a school, a Catholic Church, 
and a Druids Hall. In less than a year, a bridge providing access to Olema was built across 
Papermill Creek, but by that time, Mason observed, “passengers had a hotel nearer at hand 
…. ‘with the only saloon serving a vast and thirsty land.’” The hotel and saloon, which Dr. 
Galen Burdell built, were right across the street from the train depot.

When the Spanish missions in California were dismantled, virtually all of Point Reyes was 
given to Rafael Garcia, a corporal in the Mexican Army, who was awarded two leagues 8,911 
acres in March 1836. Named Rancho Tomales y Baulines, it is believed to have included the 
entire Olema Valley from Tomales Bay to Bolinas Lagoon, although its borders were never 
clearly defined. Garcia’s failure to survey and confirm boundaries, as required by Mexican 
law, set the stage for confusion and lengthy court battles when the rancho was dissolved.

He had a comfortable home for his family as well as headquarters for his extensive ranching 
operation consisting of approximately 3,000 cattle, 400 horses, and large herds of sheep and 
hogs. The rancho thrived and was soon largely self-sufficient. Grains and produce were grown, 
and a wild steer was slaughtered each day to provide the staple diet of tortillas and beefsteak. 
Additionally, wool was processed and woven for clothing, and hides were crafted into a wide 
variety of leather products, including shoes and saddles. To acquire luxury items he could not 
produce, Garcia, like most coastal rancheros, traded hides, tallow, and produce to smugglers.

As a result, his rancho was adorned with bronze candlesticks, fine candles, artificial flowers, 
framed engravings, and elegant furniture. He also enjoyed seemingly unlimited supplies of 
wine and champagne. Although it is likely Garcia got most of his luxury items from smugglers, 
he may have obtained some of them from another source, Point Reyes’ many shipwrecks. 
While the Garcias continued ranching, their land began to disappear until, after 15 years of 
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litigation, multiple court appearances, and high legal fees, Garcia had sold all but 3,085 acres 
of his grant at bargain basement prices.

The Shafter brothers, a Vermont lawyer and his brother, Oscar, intent upon making his fortune 
and returning home as soon as possible, left his family to journey to booming San Francisco and 
ended up in . His separation from them became intolerable when his two youngest children died 
while he was away. Still not willing to give up the promise of wealth, he convinced his wife to 
come, bringing their surviving daughter. They thrived, and Oscar fathered four more Califor-
nia-born daughters. Oscar soon convinced his younger brother, James, also a lawyer, to join him.

They became known as San Francisco’s foremost authorities on title litigation. Using their 
title expertise, they began acquiring Point Reyes land. When Oscar’s oldest daughter married 
Charles Webb Howard, also a lawyer, the trio partnered to transform windswept Point Reyes 
into prosperous dairies. The “Swiss farmer,” as Mason described Grandi, turned the business 
into a general store called Grandi’s Mercantile Company. The first post office opened on May 23, 
1882, and the town changed names from Olema Station to Point Reyes the same day. The town’s 
name changed again, to Point Reyes Station, on Aug. 10, 1891, so its mail wouldn’t accidentally 
be sent to the post office at F Ranch on Point Reyes.

Determined to supply booming San Francisco with its butter, 
by 1857, the partners began fencing huge expanses of land 
(eventually resulting in 40 miles of fencing), building homes and 
barns, and stocking the dairies with the finest pure-bred bulls 
and rams, some costing over $1,400. By 1868, they had 3,500 
cows on 17 dairies and were producing over 700,000 pounds of 
butter a year. All their dairies were operated by renters. When 
the most industrious of these renters tried to buy the dairy they 
worked, they failed. Many eventually left, establishing some 

of California’s major dairies. Finally, in 1937, an era ended when the last of the Shafter Empire 
was sold, ushering in a new parade of owners. As soon as the Shafter dairies began to thrive, 
it became evident that Point Reyes needed a centrally located town for supplies, services, and 
entertainment. 

In 1857, a hotel and saloon were built and the young town was named “Olema”, meaning 
“coyote” in the Coast Miwok dialect. Within three years, it had emerged as the region’s commercial 
center with a post office, grocery store, saloon, butcher, livery stable, and two hotels. By 1867, a 
wagon road from San Rafael was built and a stage coach arrived twice a week. Druids Hall was 
completed in 1885. 

The Shafters lobbied hard for a railroad 
to serve Point Reyes. When it was finally 
built, it bypassed Olema, terminating, instead, 
two miles away. When the first train arrived 
early in 1875, Point Reyes Station was a cow 
pasture. By 1880, it had a hotel, saloon, black-
smith shop, livery stable, butcher shop, and 
school. Its post office was completed in 1882, 
and its first store opened in 1883. When the 
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railroad era ended, growth was slow. It was not until after World War II that a medical center and 
a shopping center, including a drugstore, dentist, coffee shop, and library, had been completed. 
The train station became the local post office, while the former engine house was converted into 
a community center. In the 1970s, hippies established cottage industries in abandoned houses 
and shops. 

At the same time, the Coast Guard bought 30 acres of land formerly used as cattle pens and built 
military housing. Continuing as the region’s supply and service center, it is a popular destination 
with shops, restaurants, and an annual music festival. In 1920, the NWP converted the track east 
of Point Reyes Station to standard gauge. (It took the narrow gauge 477 cars to haul what the 
standard gauge could haul with 198.) But the new arrangement turned out to be inconvenient. 

Cargo passing through Point Reyes Station had to be unloaded from narrow-gauge cars and 
onto standard-gauge cars or vice versa. In 1930, the narrow-gauge line to the north closed down 
and in 1933, the standard-gauge line to the east followed suit. For a time, old rail cars were 
stored in Point Reyes Station, but many were eventually burned. The old engine house became 
a community center, and the depot is now the town post office.

San Geronimo and Lagunitas ~ Tamal Aguasto, Echatamal 
The San Geronimo Valley also has shell mounds on the west side of White’s Hill. San 

Geronimo is interesting in other aspects. While the valley is actually named after the Catholic 
Saint Geronimo, in the hearts of many of its longtime residents, it’s the valley of Geronimo, the 
proud and defiant Apache who stood up against the onslaught of the United States military, San 
Geronimo’s Valley.

Back in 1846 one Adolph Mailliard, grandson of King Joseph Bonaparte of Spain (no less), 
married Annie Ward of the “Boston” Wards and 20 years later bought the valley sight unseen from 
his in-laws for $50,000, as reported earlier. They built a modest home, sent for their prize horses 
and cattle (which arrived via Cape Horn and eventually the brand new transcontinental railroad) 
and hired Portuguese immigrants to care for them. Adolph gave the newly arrived coast railway 
a 60-foot right-of-way through his land for a buck, land for a train station (built in 1875) for $400 
and the Marin County Water Company Lagunitas Creek water rights in perpetuity for $1,200.

In 1846, when Joseph Revere purchased 8,701 acres in today’s San Geronimo Valley, he became 
one of the first U.S. citizens to own land in what would soon be Marin County. Revere? Sound 
familiar? Joseph was the grandson of Revolutionary War hero Paul Revere. He fought in the 
Mexican–American War and was commended for his bravery in battle. He was the one who 
pulled down the Bear Flag and raised the American Flag over Sonoma for the first time. He then 
resigned from the navy in 1850 after almost twenty years of service and settled down first in 
California. As reported earlier, the first American settler of the valley was none other than the 
grandson of Paul Revere, one Joseph Warren Revere, who as a U.S. Navy lieutenant raised the 
Stars & Stripes at Sonoma Square ending the Bear Flag Revolt in 1846. He purchased Rancho 
Cañada de San Geronimo soon after and tried his hand at ranching but sold out within four years. 

For his rescuing of 13 Spanish citizens Queen Isabella II knighted the son of Paul Revere, 
Joseph into the Order of Isabella the Catholic in 1851. Revere sold his land in Lagunitas and it 
became the property of Boston’s Ward family; Julia Ward wrote the lyrics to “Battle Hymn of 
the Republic.”
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Ignacio/Pacheco Valley
It would be hard to find a pioneer Californio family whose imprint on Marin County is more 

widespread than that of Ignacio Pacheco’s. The two-story Pacheco House still stands today in 
the unincorporated community of Ignacio and was built by his son, Gumesindo, in 1876 on the 
original ranch property. Ignacio (Ygnacio in español) was born in 1808 at Pueblo de San Jose and 
was the son of the alcalde, or mayor. He joined the San Francisco Presidio garrison as a teenager 
and was eventually promoted to sergeant. Upon his retirement, Ygnacio was given a land grant 
by California Governor Alvarado.

The Pacheco family raised cattle and horses for stock and racing. Ygnacio is credited with 
planting the first vineyards in Marin County along with numerous fruit orchards. The Pache-
co’s revered education and built a schoolroom in the original adobe house for the education of 
their children and those of their neighbors. In later years, the family donated nearby land for 
a schoolhouse that would eventually become the first school of the San Jose School District of 
Novato. Ygnacio was an influential and respected rancher and was noted for being a crack shot 
and fine swordsman.

His great-great grandson, Herb Rowland, tells a story of Ygnacio challenging John C. Fremont 
to a duel when Fremont, on his way to Sonoma just before the Bear Flag Rebellion, demanded 
that Ygnacio deliver up his finest horses. Ygnacio had sent his best horses north and pointed 
at some broken-down, sway-back nags, saying, “There they are.” Fremont became furious and 
called him “a liar”. 

Ygnacio challenged him to a duel, but Fremont backed down when his guide and interpreter, 
Kit Carson, revealed that Ygnacio was known as one of the best shots and swordsman in California. On 
Nov. 29, 1864, Ignacio Pacheco died, leaving his wife and children his entire estate. He is buried 
at Mt. Olivet Cemetery in San Rafael along with his third wife, Maria Loreto. She lived until 
1891 and married twice more, including to West Marin pioneer and land owner, James Black. 
The Pacheco family is still remembered in the winery, shopping center, creek, neighborhoods, 
and numerous street names that bear their first and last names.

The Tribes of Marinwood and Lucas Valley; Ewu, Shotomoko-cha’s
The Native Americans who 

lived in what is now the Dixie 
School District for hundreds, if 
not thousands of years time. 

Some people contend the name 
‘Dixie’ was the result of a dare 
from Southern-sympathizing 
carpenters who worked on the 
schoolhouse for Miller. Others say 
it was in honor of Mary Dixie, 
part of a Miwok family in Cala-
veras County. Still others make 

a connection between Miller’s former residence in French-speaking Canada and the word dix, 
meaning ten.
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Coast Miwok Native Americans lived in tribelets which consisted of a central village and several 
associated settlements and might include 100 or more people. Each tribelet had a headman (hoipu) 
or headwoman (maien), who was an adviser and settler of disputes. This person also welcomed 
and entertained visitors and was responsible for making speeches on special occasions. The 
triblet which lived in the valleys which are now Terra Linda and Lucas Valley and Marinwood 
identified themselves with the central village site, Cotomko’tca (Grasshopper Houses), which 
is behind Miller Creek School.

For a very long time, the Coast Miwok thrived in Lucas Valley. We know that by the time 
the Spanish missions were active, the tribelet that lived here had a name, that was pronounced 
something like Shotomko-cha. One of their members from ‘Rancheria Sotomcochi’ was baptised 
in San Rafael Mission in 1921. Apparently, it’s most correct to write it, Cotomko’tca. During 
the thousands of years they may have lived in Lucas Valley, the rivers had plenty of salmon, 
the bay was closer in and was rich in shellfish, and there were plenty of mammals to hunt. In 
addition to deer, bobcat, woodrats, mountain lions, and mountain beaver, there were formerly 
also roosevelt elk, and northwestern coast wolves. They had a rich social culture and some very 
sophisticated basket arts. The Native Shotomoko-cha’s did not last long in the valley after the 
white man arrived who brought death and illnesses and mandatory absorption into the missions 
of the native peoples. In addition to our tribelet or town of cotomko’tca, there was also another 
village, Ewu, whic Dr Slaymaker thought was probably a cluster along gallinas creek 1.5 miles 
south of miller creek. There was another settlement, called Puyukuis, over deep in Ignacio valley. 

The local population of Coast Miwok managed and utilized every part of Miller Creek Water-
shed. Archeologists have studied some of the locations where they settled. The Miwok obtained 
acorns from oaks, salmon from the creek, pinole1 from the grasslands, shellfish and fowl from the 
marsh, and larger game from the savannas, forests and chaparral. Dozens of species were used 
and managed for medicines, food, clothing, ceremonial regalia, tools, and construction materials.

Fire was expertly used as a land management tool. Oak groves and savannas, grassland 
and chaparral were carefully burned to increase grain production, clear underbrush for better 
hunting, suppress plant pests and diseases, flush game, nurture particular plants used as food or 
construction materials, and to protect forests, savannas, and villages from destructive wildfires.

There is a map by the archaeologist Nels 
Nelson, 1909, “Shellmounds of the San 
Francisco Bay”, which shows the shell-
mound in Marinwood and traces of mounds 
or sites in lower Lower Lucas Valley. The 
sites were surveyed formally in 1955 before 
Marinwood was developed.

Miller Creek Ewu Triblet ‘Tribal 
treasure’

On Oct. 14, 1971, Miller Creek School’s 
Indian Mound was added to the National 
Register of Historic Places. Occupation 
of the Marinwood Coast Miwok village 
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Cotamkotca dated from about 1,500 B.C. to 1,500 A.D., 
with excavations in 1969-71 conducted by archaeologist 
Charles Slaymaker and volunteers. Tools and ornaments 
unearthed included stone mortars, obsidian arrow-
heads, antler tines, bird bone whistles, mussel shell 
spoons, clam disc beads and gambling bones. Aside 
from evidence of a rich social culture, “careful” human 
burials were also uncovered. The Miwok Archeological 
Preserve of Marin (MAPOM) was founded as a result of community involvement in the excavation.

The Star Wars films feature a fictional species of forest-dwelling creatures known as Ewoks, 
who are ostensibly named after the Miwok. However, the historical Northern-California footprint 
of the Miwok people (where George Lucas‘s home and corporate headquarters were located) 
may have caused the Ewoks’ name to be renamed to enhance the marketability of the 1983 film.

Terra Linda
Terra Linda is located on what was formerly the property of the Manuel T. Freitas family, 

immigrant Portuguese owners of part of the Rancho San Pedro, Santa Margarita y Las Gallinas 
Mexican land grant. The ranch was originally operated as a dairy farm. The site of the ranch house 
and buildings is now the site of St. Isabella’s Catholic Church and School. In 1871, at the age of 
seventeen, Manuel Teixeira Freitas, from Urzelina, São Jorge, Azores, emigrated to California. 
Like so many new immigrants, he had little or no formal education and did not speak English. 
Manuel lived with his brothers near the Palace Hotel, then under construction, in San Francisco. 
He went to work as a waiter and soon owned his own restaurant, called Delmonico’s, and later 
The Chop House, between Mission and Market Streets. 

This Azorean immigrant would eventually own a magnificent home and land in what is now 
the city of San Rafael in Marin County. The Terra Linda subdivision now sits on much of that 
land, but the Freitas family donated the home and surrounding land for the building of a church, 
the Church of Saint Isabella. 

Through self-education and perseverance, Manuel T. Freitas became a leader in the business, 
financial, civic, and religious activities of Marin County and the Bay Area. He owned several 
businesses and ranches. In the 1880s, he became a commission merchant, supplying restaurants 
with dairy and fish products. He then moved into the dry goods business, selling materials to 
miners going to the gold and silver mines of California and Nevada. 

(Freitas home, now St. Isabellas. Note the 
imported palm trees!)

Manuel T. Freitas was one of the founders of the 
Portuguese-American Bank in San Francisco, which 
was reportedly the first bank in the United States 
to be founded and managed by Portuguese. The 
bank opened branches in Newman, Los Banos, and 
Oakland. What is now Wells Fargo Bank started 
with the merger in 1927 of the Portuguese-Amer-
ican Bank and the American Bank of San Francisco. 
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Manuel was also a partner in the purchase of the Bank of San Rafael and was on the board of 
directors of the Bank of Italy, later called Bank of America. 

Manuel T. Freitas moved to Marin County in about 1895. In 1898, he took over the Lucas Home 
Ranch from Maria Lucas, daughter of John Lucas, by foreclosing on a loan he had made to her. 
The ranch had a large and magnificent mansion, with three floors, surrounded by formal gardens, 
trees, meadows, and an orchard. He renamed it the Freitas Home Ranch. In 1899, Manuel married 
Maria Bettencourt, also from São Jorge. They had nine children: Marie Louise, Rose Constance, 
Manuel Teixeira Jr., Helen Josephine, Carlos Raymond, Edward William, Louis Gabriel, and 
Walter Francis. William died at two months of age. All the Freitas children were educated in 
Catholic schools and spoke Portuguese at home before learning English. They became successful 
entrepreneurs and prominent members of Marin County society, including two lawyers, Walter 
and Carlos. The latter became a Marin County Superior Court Judge. 

Manuel T. Freitas was the I.D.E.S. Supreme President during the 1908-1909 term. In 1915, he 
served on the Ways and Means Committee of the Panama Pacific Exposition and represented 
his native country as Portugal’s Consul General in San Francisco. He was a great benefactor of 
Five Wounds Portuguese National Church in San José, completed in 1918. Besides lending a 
large amount of money for the purchase of the land on which the church was built, he gave a 
generous monetary gift and the beautiful electric chandeliers. Manuel T. Freitas died in Marin 
County in 1923, at the age of seventy. 

The Freitas family sold much of their patriarch’s property to developers in 1953. The developers 
asked the family to name the new subdivision. After all members of the family had submitted 
names, “Terra Linda”, meaning “beautiful land” in Portuguese, was selected. It was the name 
suggested by Rose Constance, one of Manuel’s daughters. The Marin County Board of Supervi-
sors agreed unanimously to name the main street in Terra Linda Manuel Teixeira Freitas, which 
is an honor not only for the Freitas family, but for all of the Portuguese immigrants who make 
their home in this beautiful county. 

The Freitas Home Ranch and ten acres surrounding it, never intended to be sold, were donated 
to the San Francisco Archdiocese. The Freitas family tried to preserve the home, but due to 
vandalism and insurance problems, it was decided that it should be razed. The family regretted 
the loss of a magnificent home that had seen so much history. Perhaps if this had happened today, 
when there is so much interest in the restoration and preservation of old homes, the house might 
have been spared. 

The Church of Saint Isabella was built in 1961 on the Freitas Home Ranch property. It was 
joined by a rectory, school, and the Mary B. Freitas Senior Housing Complex. The Freitas family 
should be commended for such an important gift of faith and remembrance, and the Freitas name 
will be perpetuated in the foundation of this house of God. 

Although the Freitas family did not have any input in building or furnishing the church, they 
did ask the archdiocese to name and dedicate the new parish for Queen St. Isabel of Portugal 
because Mrs. Maria Bettencourt Freitas, the matriarch of the family, had great devotion for St. 
Isabel. Maria founded the Novato Council #91 of “Sociedade Portuguesa Rainha Santa Isabel”, 
better known as S.P.R.S.I. In Portugal, Queen St. Isabel is known as the “Rainha Santa”, and her 
feast is celebrated on July 4. 
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Don Timoteo Murphy –
He was a giant of a man both in 

body and heart, his legend goes.
As a genial host, he was known 

far and wide for his wit and tall 
tales. His contributions of talent 
and worldly goods were notable 
and far reaching. In 1818, when 
he was twenty-eight years old, 
he came to California. He made a 
living for a time trapping coastal 
otter. In 1835, after the seculariza-

tion of the missions, he was placed in care of the Nicasio Tribe of Indians by General Vallejo. 
They had been granted one square league of land by the Mexican Government. In 1837, General 
Vallejo placed all the small ranchos of the Nicasio Tribe into a common fund. 

Murphy was appointed administrator of the San Rafael Mission. In 1844, on a site to become 
4th and C Streets, Dom Timoteo Murphy built San Rafael’s first home, a two-story, tile-roofed 
hacienda. During the Gold Rush, he helped to organize a group of 30 ranchers, their Indian 
servants, 100 horses and 200 head of cattle and led them to the Sierra gold fields. This was the 
beginning of the beef cattle industry in Marin County, as it proved a very shrewd business venture. 
A slaughterhouse was built on the shores of San Rafael Creek. 

To this slaughterhouse, herds of Longhorn were chased from the surrounding hills by hard-
riding, Spanish-speaking vaqueros. They raced down the main street of San Rafael (now 4th St.). 
As they passed, huge clouds of dust filled the air and the clatter of their sharp hooves, as they 
thundered by, was deafening. The beef was shipped four times weekly on Captain Higgins’ old 
sloop, the “Boston”, to San Francisco’s hungry populace. At least 100 head passed through San 
Rafael every week. Much of this beef was furnished by the Murphy Rancho. 

Don Timoteo Murphy was appointed, by the Mexican Governor, as alcalde (mayor) or San 
Rafael and was later elected to this job. Subsequently, he was appointed overseer for the San 
Rafael Mission Archangel. John Lucas built a mansion for his wife, in the center of what is now 
Terra Linda. It was known as the Lucas Home Ranch and later, around 1900, as the Freitas Home 
Ranch. In the early days, longhorn steer where raised for beef. 

Later, dairying was the chief industry. The Lucas Home Ranch was noted for its hospitality. 
The Lucas family had nine children. Only one ever married. She was Alice May who, in 1877, 
married Patrick Cadogan, a native of Ireland. Now standing on the site of the former mansion 
is St. Isabella’s Church and St. Isabella’s School. This is most fitting as Don Timoteo Murphy, 
a devout Catholic, had always wanted part of his land used to this purpose.

James Miller
One of Marin’s earliest residents, is a native of county Wexford, Ireland, having been born there 

May 1, 1814. The James Miller family came to California in 1844 as part of the famous Murphy 
party who crossed the plains in covered wagons and opened a new route through the challenging 
Sierras. They “crossed by way of Lake Tahoe and the head-waters of the American River… hence 
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into California by the Truckee River and Pass, the first to utilize this subsequently favorite route 
and the first to get their wagons into California.” 

At this period, accompanied by his wife and four children, he started in a train of thirteen 
wagons to California, and after a long and tedious journey arrived in the State near the head-wa-
ters of the Yuba river, where they recruited for six weeks, and thence following the course of the 
Bear river they reached Sutter’s Fort December 15, 1844. February 1, 1845, he arrived at the place 
known as the Houck farm, where another halt of six weeks was made, after which his journey 
to San Rafael was continued, and where he arrived April 6, 1845.

In the following year (1846) Mr. Miller purchased six hundred and eighty acres of land from 
Timothy Murphy, situated on the Las Gallinas grant, the deed for which is the first recorded in the 
county. Here he erected a shake shanty to begin with, later a substantial abode was constructed, 
to be in turn succeeded by a dwelling of magnificent proportions. In 1849 Mr. Miller went to the 
placers, driving one hundred and fifty head of cattle, all of which he slaughtered and sold at the 
rate of one dollar per pound weight. Besides owning a considerable quantity of real estate in the 
thriving town of San Rafael, he is the proprietor of no less than eight thousand acres of land in 
different parts of Marin county.

Mary E. Silveira
The present Mary E. Silveira Elementary School came to Miller Hall, the name given the 

mansion, as the bride of Mr. Silveira, who had been in the employee of Mr. Miller since he was 
sixteen years old, and who later became co-owner of the ranch. She lived at the ranch for nineteen 
years. She tells about the gracious life of the Miller Family. She recalls the extensive vineyards on 
the hills where the Marinwood homes now stand. They were planted in Zinfandel Wine Grapes, 
which were made into a delicious wine and sold by the barrel. She says they also had a large herd 
of milking cows. They made their own gas, she recalls, for cooking and lights. The members of 
the family dressed elaborately as was the custom in those days for people in their situation. The 
home was furnished elegantly. There were heavy red drapes with gold tassel trim. Everything, 
she says, was just beautiful.

Nicasio
This spur was found in Nicasio Creek, in what had been one of the 21 land grants awarded by 

the Mexican government between 1834 and 1846 in the area that would become Marin County. 
Although initially promised to local Gualen tribe Miwoks in 1835, nine years later, the land that 
made up Rancho Nicasio was granted to John Bautista Rogers Cooper, the British-born broth-
er-in-law of General Vallejo. Mr. Cooper had already been granted Rancho Punta de Quentin 
which comprised the San Quentin peninsula, as well as Ross and Kenfield. The 56,621 acres of 
Rancho Nicasio were used for cattle ranching, primarily for their hides and tallow. This spur 
presumably belonged to one of the vaqueros who worked the herds on horseback.

Most importantly, the countywide railway that brought settlers and villages to Marin was estab-
lished to haul lumber from the area’s thickly forested hillsides to sandy, wind-swept San Francisco 
as it erupted overnight into a world capital. In 1852, just 3 years after the 49er gold rush began and 
still 17 years away from a cross country railroad connection, Nicasio had built a sawmill. The mill 
produced lumber they would haul to Ross Landing and Novato for schooner shipment across the 
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bay. Two other mills followed; they thrived as well. By the 1860s the town hosted a school, church 
and hotel whose Chinese chef, Jim Sam, was a cowpuncher-gambler of local renown.

A post office was established in 1870, and (unrealized) plans were afoot to move the county seat 
from virtually inaccessible San Rafael to Nicasio. By the turn of the century the town had itself 
a blacksmith, butcher, saloon, general store and dairy and a Secret Society representation and presence. 

Novato
Although Novato did not officially become a city until the middle of the 20th century, its history 

began long before that. Between 1839 and 1845, three different Mexican governors handed out 
land grants in the Novato region to five recipients. Scotsman John Martin acquired the area of 
Corte Madera de Novato. San Jose-born Ignacio Pacheco received the Rancho de San Jose. Rancho 
Nicasio was initially handed to Don Pablo de la Guerra and John Cooper. So generously, the 
conquerors also ‘gave’ native Camilo Ynitia, son of the last Coast Miwok Chief Olompali, was 
given a grant to their own lands they had lived on for thousands of year, now known as Rancho 
Olompali. And finally, Fernando Feliz was given the Rancho de Novato, which became Novato’s 
downtown area. It was Feliz who sold off the rancho in 1844 for a herd of livestock. 

Olompali Park is the site of the oldest surviving house north of the San Francisco Bay, built 
in 1776 of adobe bricks by the chief of the Olompolli band of the Coast Miwok tribe. The chief’s 
son, given the Spanish Mission Indian name of Camilo Ynitia (alternatively spelled ‘Camillo’), 
was the only Californian Native American in Northern California to confirm and keep a large 
Mexican-era land grant in the post—Mexican Cession U.S. era.[ The land and estate was eventu-
ally sold by the Burdell family to Court Harrington. Harrington in turn sold it to the University 
of San Francisco, to be used as a Jesuit retreat!

Over the next few years, the land changed hands frequently. Finally, between 1856-57, partners 
Joseph B. Sweetser and Francis DeLong bought the property. Sweetser and DeLong managed to 
create the fruitful partnership. At the time there was not a great deal of fresh fruit out west, but 
the duo planted 44,000 fruit trees. They reportedly owned the largest apple orchard in the world. 
The partnership also yielded apricots, almonds, pears, cherries and grapes. 

In 1879, the railroad station saw President Rutherford B. Hayes en route to the county fair in 
Petaluma. Upon his death, DeLong’s property went to his son Frank. By 1893, Frank was forced 
to give up the ranch in order to cover his debts. The land was divided and sold off in 5- and 
10-acre portions. Novato. Peter Nave, who had purchased part of the Pacheco estate, eventually 
opened the long-lived Nave Shopping Center. Farmer Frank Gnoss sold fruit and eggs all over 
the Bay Area. When he passed away, schools were shut down to commemorate him. 

Another significant figure was Reverend Charles Christensen. The reverend spearheaded a 
civic-minded movement that led to the opening of a new community center in 1923. Sweetser 
and DeLong managed to create the fruitful partnership. 
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Conclusion

The his-story of the founding of Marin, and the One America, before it was divided up into 
North, South, and Central America has only been written by the European ancestory of 
the white Catholics and powerful controllers.

As I wrote about in my previous book on California, all records, except oral narratives, have 
been provided by the religious records of the Catholic missions and the owners of the publishing 
companies. As we all know, history is written by the conquering victors and most other knowl-
edge has been buried and conflated (See my book on Tartary, The Greatest Civilization to Be 
Erased From History).

Growing up in Marin I knew little about our counties history 
until doing research for this book. Upon investigation I found 
so much history that needed to be vetted and shared, hence this 
labor of love to get the information out. 

My biggest intention with this book is to relive and revive the 
burying and papering over of the many native tribes of Marin 
that have all but been forgotten and lumped under generalized 
labels such as “Coast Miwoks”. These native people lived in 
their native lands for thousands of years, never needing to travel great distances or take from 
the land anything but what was essential to their existence. They only took surplus so that there 
would always be plenty for gener¬ations ahead, like the Iroquis who plan for seven generations 
in the future. Why? Because they knew themselves to be ‘soul beings’ first and then humans for 
a period of time, so all that they did, they know it would also benefit them, and their tribes in 
future millenia’s.

The tribal natives were not able to defend themselves against the 
invading white man with superior weapons and the intention to 
conquer and take. They did not know war. They were not savages, as 
his-story as sold us with the ad naseum Cowboy n’ Indian spaghetti 
westerns that have helped program the masses to see the native 
people as aggressive, not ones to get along with and unfit to manage 
their lands. 

As this Great Awakening of so much truth being unveiled today 
where they need “fact checkers” to debunk the many truths being 
revealed by revisionist historians, should tell you something right 
there. Marin was home to native people who revered the lands, who 
lived in peace and harmony, who only took what they needed, who 
saw all of Nature as a part of themselves and had names and stories 
for them as well. 

If we are to survive this Great Shake-Out going on today to eliminate 90% of the worlds popu-
lation, as the Georgia Guidestones near Atlanta has written in stone, then we must go back to 
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native ways with honor and respect for ALL LIFE as well as stop taking from Mother Nature 
and Polluting Father Sky with geoengineering and aerosol spraying going on regularly around 
the world today.

In closing, I apologize to the natives for my ignorance in what was done to you so that I could 
have a home and way of life in Marin County. Hopefully the native legends and lores will help 
all reconnect and protect Nature and ALL Life once more, so that all can live in peace, in love 
and in generational fecundity. So Be It.
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Appendix I

Queen Califia and California Island

Up until the early 1800’s, California was an island ruled by Queen 
Califia before what the brown skinned natives referred to as 
“The Great Flood” which emptied the Great Salt Lake and Salton 

Seas and allowed the EuroWhite Man to access California to pillage it’s 
precious metals and resources and kill off the Native One Americans. 
The name comes from a best-selling romance novel written in 1510 
called “Las Sergas de Esplandián” or “The Deeds of Esplandián.” In the 
book, the author describes California as a remote island full of gold and 
precious stones. The island was protected by beautiful black warrior 
women who lived like the Amazons and served their ruler, Queen 
Calafia. The novel was so popular that when Spanish explorers arrived, 
they named their discovery after the mythical island of California.

“Know that, on the right hand of the Indies, there is an island called California, verynear to the 
Terrestrial Paradise, which was peopled with black women, without any men among them, 
because they were accustomed to live after the fashion of Amazons. They were of strong and hard-
ened bodies, of ardent courage, and of great force. The island was the strongest in the world, from 
its steep rocks and great cliffs. Their arms were all of gold ; and so were the caparisons of the wild 
beasts which they rode, after having tamed them ; for in all the island there is no other metal They 
lived in caves very well worked out ; they had many ships, in which they sailed to other parts to 
carry on their forays.” ~ Sergas de Esplandian by Garcia Ordouez de Montalvo.

Queen Califia is the figurehead on the Great Seal of California! She 
was also portrayed for centuries as the Original One American. Her 
tribes of brown skinned people lived in a perfect state of harmony 
with their surroundings, under a theocracy. The Amazonians cele-
brate their creation each year in a Feast of Five, remembering the 
goddesses who brought them to life. 

The name “California” traces its origin to a centuries old story 
about an island, full of gold, run by brown skinned women who fed 
men to their pet griffins. Like other Amazonian legends, the island of 
California was a place filled with strong, self-sufficient women who 

solicited male attention completely on their own terms. This story resonates in California, which 
has a long history of gender roles being reconstructed. And it is fitting that this state, which has 
served as a frontier for issues of race, gender and religion, gets its name from a mythical story 
where race, gender and religion collide. Finally, the story of an island full of gold foreshadowed 
the Gold Rush, which propelled the idea of the California dream around the world.
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Queen Califia ruled 
California until the 
Great Flood of 1805 
when CA ceased being 
and island. This is why 
the white man could 
not cross the Great 
Salt Lake until the late 
1840’s.

The paintings of Queen Califia are proudly and prominently displayed at one of the most 
expensive hotels in San Francisco, the Waldorf Astoria. (Note the “Mar Vermejo” aka “The Red 
Sea” where Sacramento is now).
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A Muurish (African) Emperor Abu Bukari took 1,000 ships to the New World in the 1300s. 
So Muurish navigators and sea men were highly sought in those days that the previously land-
bounded Europeans were in their infancy in navigational and maritime sciences. A brown man 
used to own the San Fernando Valley. That was Pio de Jesus Pico (1801-1894). He was also the last 
Mexican governor of California. In total, in the 1800s, there were at least four brown governors 
of the state of California.

Califia is a part of California history, and she also reinforces the fact that when Cortes named 
this place California, he had 300 brown people with him. And throughout the whole Spanish 
Mexican war, 40 percent of the population was brown skinned. In 1535, Cortés led an expedition 
back to the land of Calafia or California and decided to be re-named it Santa Cruz. However, 
that name did not stick, as the natives, and the Muurs and the brown Californio’s Indians and 
so-called whites continued to use the ancient and old name of the land “California”. Cortes 
himself and his contemporaries appeared to have used the name too. In 1550 and 1556, the name 
appears three times in reports about Cortés written by Giovanni Battista Ramusio. Thus, over 
the years of increasing conquest, colonization and rape of the land of California, the ancient land 
of the muurs has held onto its name and identity, in the knowledge that one day, it will be as it 
was in the beginning. There are over 800 maps of California as an island up until the early 1800’s 
domiciled at the Stanford Research Library at Stanford University. 

And, of course, it is the Jesuits who claimed the whole “Island of California” is a myth. Although 
some early maps showed California on the mainland, a powerful refutation of the island theory came in 
1701 when Jesuit explorer Eusebio Kino crossed the Baja peninsula and, with a telescope, saw that it 
was part of the continent. 

Over 250 maps from the 17th and 18th centuries show California as an island. The defini-
tive catalog of “California as an Island” maps is “The Mapping of California as an Island” by 
McLaughlin. The first map in McLaughlin’s catalog dates to 1621. Island maps continued into 
the 1800s, in spite of Spanish explorer Father Kino demonstrating California’s connectedness 
in 1705 by walking there from New Mexico. But since there were no accurate maps of the New 
World, map makers continued to supply the market using ancient sources. Hapgood attributes 
the ancient sources to maps preserved in Constantinople and later distributed by Turks. (p.9) 
That there were only a limited number of original sources is shown by their all falling into cate-
gories according to the features on the map. For example, some show the California island with 
a flat top, others showing it with a “W” top. McLaughlin assigns maps to groups throughout 
his catalog according to features such as the shape of the top of the island. Since no explorers 
had mapped the California coast at that point, there was no way for map makers to know which 
source was right. As it turns out, both sources are right, they were just mapped at different times 
and different ocean levels. 

The retelling of the Her-Story of California was that there were 
hundreds of clans and tribes living in peace and tranquility with 
Nature. One of their only rules was that what you take from Nature, 
you give back more, so there would always be abundance and 
fecundity for future generations as well as honoring, with deep 
reverence and respect, Mother Gaia, whose bosom Califia Isle was 
said to have rested on the Turtle Island. The riches of gold, silver, 
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thousands year old Redwoods and the fruitful growing climates made the Island of California 
plentiful and Amazonian Queen Califia is said to have protected her native Tartarian people with 
Griffins, who were fed white male flesh to keep the Jesuits at bay and kept from conquest. The 
movie “Wizard of Oz” referred to her as “the Wicked Witch of the West” and the witches flying 
monkeys were really her protective Griffins!

The hundreds of clans and tribes throughout Alta California were bounty hunted like wild game 
and military soldiers were given their lands once they proved their killings by bringing them 
their scalps (everything reversed) until their lands were taken over, their families torn apart and 
the remaining put on reservations or slave labored to build the railroads and prospect for gold. 
The White conqueror’s used liquor as a low-cost means of maintaining access to cheap Native 
American labor by connecting the labor and justice systems. Indians found drunk or vagrant 
were arrested on Sunday, imprisoned overnight in a corral and convicted on Monday. Because 
few could afford to pay the fine, the jail was kept stock full of potential laborers…Unable to pay 
the fines for their convictions, the prisoners were auctioned off in the “slave market.”
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Appendix II

Bancroft Library; Questioning 
California’s Official His-story Source

Surprisingly, two of the first universities established by Freemasons in California are expressly 
mentioned in the constitution: The public state-run University of California and the private 
Stanford University. UC is one of only nine state-run public universities in the United States 

whose independence from political interference is expressly guaranteed by the state constitution. 
Since 1900, Stanford has enjoyed the benefit of a constitutional clause shielding Stanford-owned 
property from taxes as long as it is used for educational purposes.

The California State Library (CSL) was established by the state’s first legislature; received its 
first donations, including a trunk of 100 books presented by Freemason John C. Fremont so they 
revisionist history could be put into place followed by the Bancroft Library at UC Berkeley to 
control the narrative of the his-story of California.

How Revisionist History of California was Rewritten  
by Just One Man ~ The Bancroft Library

In March 1852, George Bancroft was provided 
with an inventory of books to sell and was sent 
to California to set up a West Coast regional 
office of the firm. Bancroft was successful in 
building his company, entering the world of 
publishing in the process. He also became a 
serious collector of books, building a collec-
tion numbering into the tens of thousands of 
volumes. How Bancroft was able to acquire 
and transport the tens of thousands of books to 
California by ship or horse n’ buggy is unknown 

as is how he acquired funds to buy them and then not sell the treasure trove of CA his-story, but 
donated the lot to UC Berkeley instead. 

Bancroft’s library consisted of books, maps, and printed and manuscript documents, including 
a large number of narratives dictated to Bancroft or his assistants by pioneers, settlers, and 
statesmen. The indexing of the vast collection employed six persons for ten years. The indexing 
of the vast collection employed six persons for ten years. The library was moved in 1881 to a 
fireproof building and, in 1900, numbered about 45,000 volumes. He employed writers and 
wrote some of the material himself, though he credited only himself as an author. In 1886, the 
publishing establishment of A. L. Bancroft & Company burned, and the sheets of seven volumes of 
the history he had written were destroyed.
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He developed a plan to publish a history in 39 volumes of the entire Pacific coast region of 
North America, from Central America to Alaska. Although he never graduated from college, in 
1875 Bancroft was awarded an honorary Master of Arts degree from Yale in recognition of his 
massive historical work on Native Races of the Pacific States. 

The Bancroft Library at UC Berkeley, reflects the collector’s name. The University of California 
purchased his 60,000-volume book collection in 1905. Bancroft Way in Berkeley, California was 
named for American historian George Bancroft. 

Recall that the man who allegedly procured the forged Drake’s brass plate, Mr. Bolton, was 
one of California’s most distin¬guished historians and acclaimed by Bancroft. He was a man 
heralded as a pioneer in the study of colonial Spanish America. In the hoax of Drake’s brass plate, 
that has now become one of the country’s most infamous cases of forgery. “He was a flim-flam 
man,” Darby tells Smithsonian magazine. “It is almost certain that Bolton himself initiated the 
‘Plate of Brasse’ hoax.” It is now fact that the object was fabricated by a group of prominent San 
Franciscan controllers.

After the Plate was found in 1933, then, as his-story is told and sold, is thrown away and found 
again in 1936. And it wasn’t until 2003 that the Plate was found to be a practical-joke-gone-awry 
by local historians, intended to fool the gullible director of the Bancroft Library, which to this 
day still prominently displays the Plate, although now acknowledging it as a forgery. 
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